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CHAPTEB  I. 

THE    PALACE    QBODONOrF. 

Ok  the  banks  of  the  iN'eva,  near  the  great  city  of 
St.  Petersburg,  stands  a  splendid  palace,  known 
as  the  Palace  Grodonoff.  It  is  the  property  of 
a  Eussian  nobleman  of  that  name,  as  it  is  also  his 
place  of  residence.  Were  you  to  drive  up  to  the 
front  gate  of  this  grand  palace,  you  would  see  a 
coat-of-arms  sculptured  in  granite  over  the  en- 
trance. In  this  piece  of  sculpture,  the  principal 
and  most  striking  figure  is  a  bear,  with  the  blade 
of  a  knife  buried  in  his  breast,  the  haft  being 
clutched  by  a  human  hand !  Open  the  gate,  and 
enter  the  spacious  courtyard.  Inside,  on  the  right 
and  left,  you  will  observe  two  live  bears — both  of 
chestnut-brown  colour,  and  each  of  them  as  big 
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a  bufiaJo.  You  cannot  fail  to  notice  them,  for,  ten 
chances  to  one,  they  will  rush  towards  you  with 
fierce  growls ;  and  were  it  not  that  a  strong  chain 
hinders  them  from  reaching  you,  you  might  have 
reason  to  repent  having  entered  the  courtyard  of 
the  palace  Grodonoff.  Look  around  you  in  the 
courtyard  and  over  the  different  doors  that  open 
upon  it ;  you  will  again  see  the  crest  of  the  bear, 
sculptured  in  stone;  you  will  see  it  over  the 
stables,  the  coach-house,  the  granary,  the  kitchens, 
— everywhere.  Tou  may  know  by  all  this,  that  it 
is  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  Baron  Grodonoff,  whose 
crest  is  a  bear  with  a  blade  buried  in  its  breast, 
and  a  human  hand  clutching  the  haft. 

Tou  will  naturally  conclude  that  there  is  some 
history  connected  with  this  singular  tableau — that 
it  is  the  commemoration  of  some  deed  done  by  a 
Grodonoff,  entitling  him  to  use  the  bear  as  his 
heraldic  device.  This  is  quite  true ;  and  if  you 
enter  the  picture-gallery  of  the  palace,  you  will 
there  behold  the  deed  more  explicitly  represented, 
in  a  large  oil-painting  hung  conspicuously  in  the 
centre  of  the  wall.  The  scene  of  this  painting  is 
a  forest  of  old  trees,  whose  grey,  gnarled  trunks 
stand  thickly  over  the  ground.    There  is  only  a 
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little  open  space  or  glade  in  the  middle ;  and  this 
is  occupied  by  three  figures,  two  men  and  a  bear. 
The  bear  is  between  the  two  men ;  or,  rather,  one 
of  the  men  is  prostrate  upon  the  ground — where 
he  has  been  struck  down  bj  a  blow  from  Bruin's 
paw — while  the  huge  animal  stands  over  him  reared 
up  on  his  hind  quarters.  The  other  man  is  upon 
his  feet,  apparently  engaged  in  a  desperate  wrestle 

• 

with  the  fierce  brute,  and  likely  to  prove  the  con- 
queror— as  he  has  already  buried  the  blade  of  a 
large  hunting-knife  in  the  animal's  breast,  and 
directly  over  the  region  of  its  heart.  Indeed, 
the  shaggy  monster  already  shows  signs  of  suc- 
cumbing. His  paw  has  dropped  from  the  shoulder 
of  his  antagonist,  his  long  tongue  lolls  out,  the 
blood  rushes  from  his  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  it 
is  evident  that  his  strength  is  fast  forsaking  him, 
and  that  he  will  soon  sink  lifeless  upon  the  earth. 

Tou  will  notice,  that  the  two  men  who  figure 
in  the  painting  are  very  dissimilar  in  appearance. 
Both  are  young  men,  and  both  are  in  hunting 
costume ;'  but  so  unlike  is  their  dress,  that  you 
could  not  fancy  they  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion. He  upon  the  ground  is  richly  attired.  He 
wears  a  tunic  of  finest  green  cloth  slashed  vrith 
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sable  fur  on  the  skirt,  collar,  and  sleeves ;  his 
limbs  are  encased  in  breeches  of  white  doeskin ; 
and  his  boots,  reaching  nearly  to  his  thighs,  are 
of  soft  russet  leather,  ample  at  the  tops.  A  belt 
around  his  waist  is  richly  embroidered ;  and  the 
hilb  of  a  short  hunting-sword,  protruding  from  the 
sheath,  appears  chased  and  studded  with  jewels. 
A  light  plumed  hat  lies  upon  the  ground  near 
his  head — ^.evidently  tossed  off  in  the  struggle — 
and  beside  it  is  a  boar-spear  that  has  been  jerked 
out  of  hifl  fingers  as  he  fell.  The  whole  costume 
is  similar  to  that  used  upon  the  stage — when  some 
young  German  or  Sclavonian  prince  is  represented 
as  hunting  the  wild  boar  in  the  forests  of 
Lithuania. 

In  reality  it  is  a  prince  who  is  depicted  in  tlie 
group  of  the  gallery  Grrodonoff — but  not  a  German 
prince.  He  is  a  Eussian,  and  the  bear  is  the 
Eussian  bear. 

The  other  hunter — he  who  has  given  its  death 
blow  to  the  fierce  quadruped — is  dressed  in  a 
style  entirely  different.  It  is  the  costume  of  a 
fur-hunter — a  trapper  of  sables — and  consists  of 
skin  coat  and  cap,  with  a  strong  leathern  belt 
round  his  waist,  and  rough  boots  of  untanned  hide 
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upon  his  legs  and  feet.  The  costume  is  rude,  and 
bespeaks  him  a  peasant ;  but  his  &ce,  as  the 
painter  has  represented  it,  is  neither  common  nor 
ill-looking.  It  is  not  so  handsome  as  that  of  the 
prince :  for  he  would  be  an  unskilful  artist — one 
utterly  reckless  of  his  own  fortune — who  should 
paint  the  features  of  a  peasant  as  handsome  as 
those  of  a  prince.  In  Eussia,  as  elsewhere,  such 
an  imprudent  painter  would  be  a  rara  avis 
indeed. 

The  picture  of  which  we  are  speaking  is  the 
piece  de  resistance  of  the  Qrodonoff  gallery.  Its 
size  and  conspicuous  position  declare  the  fact ; 
and  the  story  attached  to  it  will  show  that  it 
merits  the  distinction.  But  for  that  picture,  or 
rather  the  scene  which  it  represents,  there  would 
be  no  Grodonoff  gallery — no  palace — no  baron  of 
the  name.  Paintings,  palace,  title,  all  have  their 
origin  in  the  incident  there  represented  —  the 
battle  with  the  bear. 

The  story  is  simple  and  may  be  briefly  told. 
As,  already  stated,  he  upon  his  back,  hat  off,  and 
spear  detached  from  his  grasp,  is  a  Russian  prince — 
or  rather  was  one,  for  at  the  time  when  our  his- 
tory commences  he  is  an  emperor.    He  had  been 
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hunting  the  wild  boar ;  and,  as  often  happens  to 
sporting  princes,  had  become  separated  from  his 
courtier  attehdants.  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
chase  had  led  him  on,  into  the  fastnesses  of  the 
forest,  where  he  came  suddenly  face  to  face  with  a 
bear.  Princes  have  their  hunter  ambition  as  well 
as  other  men ;  and,  in  hopes  of  taking  a  trophy, 
this  one  attacked  the  bear  with  his  boar-spear. 
But  the  thrust  that  might  have  penetrated,  the 
flesh  of  a  wild  boar,  had  no  effect  upon  the  tough 
thick  hide  of  Bruin.  It  only  irritated  him ;  and  as 
the  brown  bear  will  often  do,  he  sprang  savagely 
upon  his  assailant,  and  with  his  huge  paw  gave  the 
prince  such  a  "pat"  upon  the  shoulder,  as  not 
only  sent  the  spear  shivering  from  his  grasp,  but 
stretched  his  royal  highness  at  full  length  upon 
the  grass. 

Pollowing  up  his  advantage,  the  bear  had 
bounded  forward  upon  the  prostrate  body;  and, 
no  doubt,  in  the  twinkling  of  a  bedpost  would 
have  made  a  corpse  of  it — either  squeezing  the 
breath  out  of  it  by  one  of  his  formidable  "hugs," 
or  tearing  it  to  pieces  with  his  trenchant  teeth. 
In  another  moment  the  hope  of  Eussia  would 
have  been  extinguished;  but,  just  at  this  crisis,  a 
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third  figure  appeared  upon  the  scene  —  in  the 
person  of  a  young  hunter — a  real  one — who  had 
already  been  in  pursuit  of  the  bear,  and  had 
tracked  him  up  to  the  spot. 

On  coming  upon  the  ground,  the  hunter  fired 
his  gun ;  but,  seeing  that  the  shot  was  insufficient, 
he  drew  his  knife  and  rushed  upon  the  bear.  A 
desperate  struggle  ensued,  in  which,  as  may  be 
already  anticipated,  the  young  hunter  proved  vic- 
torious— having  succeeded  in  sheathing  his  blade 
in  the  heart  of  the  bear,  and  causing  the  savage 
quadruped  to  "  bite  the  dust." 

Neither  the  prince  nor  the  peasant  came  scath- 
less  out  of  the  encounter.  Both  were  well 
scratched  ;  but  neither  had  received  any  wound  of 
a  serious  nature;  and  the  amateur  hunter  rose 
once  more  to  his  feet,  conscious  of  having  made 
a  very  narrow  escape. 

I  need  not  add  that  the  prince  was  profuse  in 
his  expressions  of  gratitude  to  him  who  had  saved 
his  life.  The  young  hunter  was  not  one  of  his  own 
party,  but  a  stranger  to  him,  whose  home  was  in 
the  forest  where  the  incident  occurred.  But  their 
acquaintance  did  not  end  with  the  adventure.  The 
prince  became  an  emperor— the  peasant  hunter  a 
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lieutenant  in  the  Imperial  Guard,  afterwards  a 
captain,  a  colonel,  a  general,  and  finally  a  baron 
of  the  empire ! 

His  name  P 

Grodonoff, — he  in  whose  palace  hangs  the 
picture  we  have  described. 


CHAPTEE  n. 

THE   BAEON    GEODOKOFP. 

In  one  of  the  apartments  of  the  palace  Grodonoff, 
behold  its  proprietor  the  baron  himself !  He  is 
seated  in  an  old  oak  chair,  with  a  heavy  table  of 
the  same  material  in  front  of  him.  On  the  table 
is  spread  out  a  map  of  the  world ;  and  by  the 
side  of  the  chair  stands  a  large  terrestrial  globe. 
Several  shelves  standing  against  the  walls  contain 
books ;  and  yet  the  apartment  is  not  a  library  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word :  rather  is  it  a  large 
oblong  saloon ;  having  three  of  its  sides  occupied 
by  spacious  glass  cases,  in  which  are  exhibited 
objects  of  natural  history,  —  birds,  quadrupeds, 
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reptiles,  and  insects, — all  mounted  in  proper  form, 
and  arranged  in  dae  order.  It  is,  in  fact,  a 
museum, — a  priyate  collection — made  by  the  baron 
himself;  and  the  books  that  fill  the  shelyes  are 
works  relating  to  natural  history  alone. 

In  a  man  of  military  aspect — an  old  veteran  with 
snow-white  hair,  and  grand  moustaches  of  like 
hue — such  as  he  who  is  seated  at  the  table — you 
would  scarce  expect  to  meet  the  lover  of  a  study 
so  pacific  in  its  character  as  that  of  natural  history? 
[Rather  would  you  look  to  find  him  pouring  over 
plans  of  fortifications,  with  the  pages  of  Yauban 
spread  open  before  him ;  or  some  history  detailing 
the  campaigns  of  Suwarrow,  Diebitsch,  Paskie- 
witch  or  Potemkin  ?  In  this  instance,  however, 
appearances  were  deceptive.  Though  the  baron  had 
proved  an  excellent  military  officer,  and  seen 
service,  he  was  a  student  of  Nature.  His  early  life, 
spent  as  a  hunter,  had  begot  within  him  a  taste 
for  natural  history ;  which,  as  soon  as  the  oppor- 
tunity offered,  had  become  developed  by  study  and 
research.  It  was  now  no  longer  a  predilection,  but 
a  passion  ;  and  in  his  retirement  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  time  was  devoted  to  his  favourite  study.  A 
vast  fortune,  which   his  grateful   sovereign  Vitid 
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bestowed  upon  him,  enabled  him  to  command  the 
meant  for  gratifying  his  taste;  and  the  magni- 
ficent collection  hj  which  he  was  surronnded  gave 
endence  that  no  expense  was  spared  in  its  gratifi- 
cation. 

It  was  a  map  and  globe  of  the  world  that  now 
occupied  his  attention.  Could  these  have  reference 
to  a  question  of  natural  history  ? 

In  an  indirect  manner  they  had, — and  what 
follows  will  account  for  their  presence. 

A  hand-bell  stood  upon  the  table.  The  baron 
rang  it;  and  before  its  tingling  had  ceased,  the 
door  opened,  and  a  servant  entered  the  apartment. 

**  Summon  my  sons  to  attend  me ! " 

The  servant  bowed,  and  retired. 

A  few  minutes  after,  two  youths  entered  the 
gpartraent.  They  appeared  to  be  of  the  respective 
ages  of  sixteen  and  eighteen.  One,  the  elder  and 
tailor,  was  of  a  darkish  complexion,  with  brown 
waving  hair,  and  haiel  eyes.  The  expression  of 
hit  oountonance  was  that  of  a  youth  of  firm  and 
ntixet  serious  character;  while  the  style  of  his 
dross,  or  rather  his  manner  of  wearing  it,  showed 
that  ho  was  altogether  without  vanity  in  matters 
of  personal  appearance.  He  was  handsome  withal, 
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haying  that  aristocratic  air  common  to  the  nobility 
of  Eussia.     This  was  Alexis. 

The  younger  brother  differed  from  him  as  much  as 
if  no  kinship  existed  between  them.  He  was  more 
the  son  of  his  mother,  the  baroness ;  while  Alexis 
inherited  the  features  and  a  good  deal  of  the  dis- 
position of  his  father.  Ivan  was  a  fair-haired  lad, 
with  golden  locks  curling  over  a  forehead  of  bright 
blonde  complexion,  and  cheeks  that  exhibited  the 
hue  of  the  rose.  His  eyes  were  of  a  deep  azure-blue — 
such  as  is  often  seen  among  the  Sclavonic  races — 
and  their  quick  sparkle  told  that  in  the  breast  of 
Ivan  there  beat  a  heart  brimmmg  with  bright 
thoughts,  and  ever  ready  for  mischief  and  merri- 
ment, but  without  any  admixture  of  malice. 

Both  approached  their  father  with  a  serious  ex- 
pression of  countenance.  That  of  Alexis  bespoke 
sincerity ;  while  Ivan  stole  forward  with  the  air  of 
one  who  had  been  recently  engaged  in  some  sly 
mischief,  and  who  was  assuming  a  demure  deport- 
ment with  the  design  of  concealing  it. 

A  word  about  these  two  youths,  and  the  object 
for  which  their  father  had  summoned  them  into  his 
presence.  They  had  now  been  each  of  them  more 
than  ten  years  enga^red  in  the  study  of  books,  unfliet 


12  BEUIH. 

some  of  the  ablest  teachers  that  Eussia  could  for- 
nisb.  Their  father  himself  had  given  much  time  to 
their  instruction ;  and,  of  course,  an  inclination  to 
their  minds  similar  to  that  which  characterized  his 
own,  but  chiefly  to  the  mind  of  Alexis. 

The  latter  had  imbibed  a  fondness  for  the  study 
of  nature,  while  Ivan  was  more  given  to  admire 
the  records  of  stirring  events,  with  a  strong 
penchant  for  the  splendours  of  the  world,  in  which 
he  felt  longing  to  bear  a  part.  The  nature  of  the 
books  which  had  passed  through  their  hands — a 
great  number  of  them  being  books  of  travel — 
hod  begotten  within  these  youths  a  wish  to  see 
the  world,  which,  increasing  each  day,  had  grown 
into  an  eager  desire.  This  desire  had  been  often 
expressed  in  hints  to  their  father ;  but  at  length, 
in  a  more  formal  manner,  by  means  of  a  written 
petition,  which  the  boys,  after  much  deliberation, 
had  drawn  up  and  presented  to  him,  and  which  was 
now  seen  lying  open  before  him  upon  the  table. 

The  petition  was  simply  their  united  request, 
that  their  father  would  be  so  good  as  to  allow 
them  to  travel  and  see  foreign  countries — where, 
and  how,  to  be  left  to  his  wise  guidance  and  dis> 
eretion. 


THB   SEALED  OSDEIIS*  13 

It  was  to  receive  an  answer  to  this  petition^ 
that  his  sons  were  now  summoned  into  his 
presence. 


■•o** 


CHAPTEE  III. 

THE     SEALED     OBDEBS. 

"  So,  my  youngsters ! "  said  the  baron,  directing 
his  glance  upon  them,  "  you  have  a  desire  to 
to  travel  ?    Ton  wish  to  see  the  world,  do  you  ?" 

"  True,  papa !"  modestly  answered  Alexis  ;  "  our 
tutor  tells  us  that  wo  are  sufficiently  educated  to 
go  abroad;  and,  if  you  have  no  objection,  we 
should  very  much  like  to  make  a  tour." 

"  "What !  before  going  to  the  University  ?" 

"  Why,  papa !  I  thought  you  were  not  going  to 
send  us  to  the  University  for  some  time  to  come  ? 
Did  you  not  say,  that  a  year  of  travelling  was 
worth  ten  at  a  University  ?*' 

"  Perhaps  I  may  have  said  so ;  but  that  de- 
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pends  upon  how  one  travels.  K  you  travel  merely 
to  amuse  yourselves,  you  may  go  over  all  the 
world,  and  come  back  no  wiser  than  when  you 
started !  I  have  known  many  a  man  return  from 
a  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  without  bringing 
with  him  the  knowledge  of  a  single  fact  that  he 
might  not  have  obtained  at  home.  You  would 
expect  to  travel  in  snug  railway-carriages,  and 
comfortable  steam-ships,  and  sleep  in  splendid 
hotels — is  that  your  expectation  ?  " 

**  Oh  no,  papa !  whatever  way  you  may  direct, 
that  will  be  agreeable  to  me,"  said  Alexis. 

"  As  for  me,*'  rejoined  Ivan,  "  I'm  not  parti- 
cular.   I  can  rough  it,  I'm  sure." 

There  was  a  little  flavour  of  hravado  in  the 
manner  of  Ivan's  speech,  that  showed  he  was 
scarce  inclined  to  the  roughing  system,  and  that 
he  merely  assumed  the  swaggering  air,  because  he 
had  no  belief  that  he  would  be  called  upon  to 
make  trial  of  it. 

"  If  I  permit  you  to  travel,"  continued  the 
baron,  "  where  would  you  like  to  go  ?  Ton,  Alexis ! 
to  what  part  of  the  world  would  your  inclination 
lead  you?" 

''  I  should  like  to  see  the  new  world  of  America 
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— ^its  noble  rivers,  and  forests,  and  mountains.  I 
should  certainly  visit  America,  if  it  were  left  to 
my  choice ;  but  I  shall  be  guided  by  you,  papa, 
and  do  as  you  direct." 

"You,  Ivan?" 

"  Paris,  for  me,  of  all  places  in  the  world ! " 
replied  Ivan,  without  any  suspicion  that  the 
answer  would  be  displeasing  to  the  father. 

"  I  might  have  known  so,"  muttered  the  baron, 
with  a  slight  frown  clouding  his  forehead. 

"  O  papa ! "  added  Ivan,  noticing  the  shade  of 
displeasure  which  his  answer  had  produced ;  "  I 
don't  care  particularly  about  Paris.  I'll  go  any- 
where— to  America,  if  Alexis  likes  it  best — all 
round  the  world  for  that  matter." 

"Ha!  ha!  ha!"  laughed  the  baron;  "that 
sounds  better,  Ivan ;  and,  since  you  offer  no  ob- 
jection to  it,  all  round  the  world  you  shall  go,^^ 

"  Indeed  ?    I'm  glad  to  hear  it,"  said  Alexis. 

"  What !  visit  all  the  great  cities  of  the  world  ?'* 
exclaimed  Ivan,  whose  mind  was  evidently  occu- 
pied with  the  delights  of  great  cities. 

"  No,"  replied  his  father ;  "  it  is  just  that  which 
I  do  not  intend  you  shall  do.  There  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  learnt  in  cities,  but  much  that  would  be 
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better  not  learnt  at  all.  I  have  no  objection  to 
your  passing  through  cities — for  you  must  needs 
do  so  on  your  journey  —  but  one  of  the  con- 
ditions which  I  shall  prescribe  is,  that  you  make 
stay  in  no  city,  longer  than  you  can  arrange  for 
getting  out  of  it.  It  is  through  countries  I  wish 
you  to  travel — amidst  the  scenes  of  nature — and 
not  in  towns  and  cities,  where  you  would  see 
very  little  more  than  you  can  in  St.  Petersburg 
itself.  It  is  Nature  I  wish  you  to  become  ac- 
quainted with,  and  you  must  see  it  in  its  most 
primitive  forms.  There  only  can  you  appreciate 
Nature  in  all  its  sublimity  and  grandeur." 

"Agreed,  papa!"  exclaimed  both  the  boys  at 
once.     "  "Which  way  do  you  wish  us  to  go  ?  " 

"All  round  the  world,  as  Ivan  has  suggested." 

"  Oh,  what  a  long  voyage  !  I  suppose  we  shall 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  then  by  the  isthmus  of 
Panama  to  the  Pacific ;  or  shall  we  go  as  Magellan 
went,  around  Cape  Horn  ?" 

"Neither  way  —  I  wish  you  to  make  great 
journeys  by  land,  rather  than  voyages  by  sea. 
The  former  will  be  more  instructive,  though  they 
may  cost  more  time  and  toil.  Bemember,  my 
sons !  I  do  not  send  you  forth  to  risk  your  lives 
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without  a  purpose.  I  have  more  than  one  pur- 
pose. First,  I  wish  you  to  complete  your  studies 
of  natural  science,  of  which  I  have  taught  you  the 
elements.  The  best  school  for  this  is  the  field 
of  Nature  herself,  >-hich  you  shall  explore  in  your 
travels.  Secondly,  as  you  both  know,  I  am  fond  of 
all  natural  objects,  but  especially  those  that  have 
life — the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the  birds  of  the 
air ;  these  you  must  observe  in  their  native  haunts, 
with  their  habits  and  modes  of  existence.  You 
will  keep  a  journal  of  all  facts  and  events  that 
may  be  worth  noting  down,  and  write  out  in  detail 
such  adventures  as  may  occur  to  you  upon  your 
route,  and  you  think  may  prove  interesting  to  me 
to  read  on  your  return.  I  shall  provide  you  with 
ample  means  to  accomplish  your  journey ;  but  no 
money  is  to  be  wasted  by  idly  sojourning  in  large 
cities :  it  must  be  used  only  for  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  your  travels.  The  emperor  has  been  kind 
enough  to  give  you  a  circular  letter,  which  will  get 
you  funds  and  such  other  assistance  as  you  may 
require  from  his  agents  in  all  parts  of  the  world." 
"  We  promise,  dear  father,  strictly  to  adhere  to 
your  instructions.  But  whither  do  you  desire  us 
to  go  F"    Alexis  asked  the  question. 

c 
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The  baron  paused  for  some  time  before  making 
reply.  Then,  drawing  from  bis  desk  a  sealed  paper, 
which  showed  signs  of  haviDg  been  but  recently 
folded,  he  gravely  said  as  he  held  it  towards  them — 

"  In  this  document  you  will  find  the  conditions 
upon  which  I  give  you  permission  to  travel.  I  do 
not  ask  you  to  agree  to  them,  until  you  have  care- 
fully examined  and  reflected  upon  them.  Tou  will 
therefore  retire  to  your  room,  read  this  document 
over,  and,  having  given  its  contents  due  considera- 
tion, return,  and  signify  whether  you  accept  the 
terms ;  for  if  not,  there  is  to  be  no  travelling." 

"  By  the  Great  JBeter!^^  whispered  Ivan  to  Alexis, 
"  they  will  be  hard  indeed  if  we  don't  accept  them." 

Alexis  took  the  paper,  and  both,  bowing  to  their 
father,  retired  to  their  own  apartment. 

The  seal  was  immediately  broken,  and  not  with- 
out some  surprise  did  they  peruse  the  contents  of 
the  document.  It  was  in  the  form  of  an  epistle, 
and  ran  thus : — 

"  Mt  Sons  Alexis  and  Ivan  ! — ^You  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  travel,  and  have  requested  me  to  give  you  my 
permission.  I  accede  to  your  request,  but  only  upon  the 
following  conditions :  You  must  procure  for  me  a  skin  of 
every  variety  of  bear  known  upon  the  earth.  I  do  not  meas 
such  varieties  as  are  termed  *  acddental,'  ariang  from  a^ 
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binism  or  lik&  circumstances,  but  every  species  or  variety 
known  to  naturalists  and  acknowledged  as  "permanent." 
The  bears  from  which  these  skins  are  to  be  taken  must  be 
killed  in  their  native  haunts,  and  by  your  own  hands — with 
no  other  assistance  than  that  of  an  attendant  whom  I  shall 
appoint  to  accompany  you.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  task 
which  I  have  imposed  upon  you,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
you  to  go 'round  the  world;'  but  I  add  the  further  con- 
dition, that  you  are  to  go  <yidy  once  round  it.  In  latitude,  I 
leave  yon  free  to  range — from  pole  to  pole,  if  it  so  please 
you  [this  was  a  stretch  of  liberty  at  which  both  boys 
laughed] ;  but  longitudinally,  no.  Ton  must  not  cross  the 
same  meridian  twice  before  returning  to  St.  Petersburg.  I 
do  not  intend  this  condition  to  apply  to  such  traverses  as 
you  may  be  compelled  to  make,  while  actually  engaged  in 
the  chase  of  a  bear,  or  in  tracking  the  animal  to  his  den : 
only  when  you  are  en  route  upon  your  journey.  You  will 
take  your  departure  from  St.  Petersburg,  and  go  east  or 
v^est,  which  you  please.  From  the  conditions  I  have  im- 
posed upon  you,  I  hope  you  will  have  skill  enough  to  discover 
that  a  route  is  traced  out  for  you,  and,  that,  on  starting,  you 
can  follow  it  either  eastward  or  westward.  This,  with  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  your  means  and  mode  of  travelling,  I  leave 
to  your  own  choice ;  and  I  trust  that  the  practical  education 
you  have  received  will  enable  you  to  make  your  tour  with 
proper  judgment.  [*  Tour,  indeed  !*  exclaimed  Ivan.]  Once 
out  of  my  palace,  I  take  no  farther  charge  of  you.  You  may 
be  some  years  older  before  I  see  you  again  ;  but  I  trust  the 
time  will  not  be  mis-spent ;  and  that  upon  your  return  you 
may  be  able  to  give  a  proper  account  of  yourselves,  is  the 
earnest  hope  and  wish  of  your  affectionate  father, 

"Michael  Gbodonopp." 


c 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

DISCUSSING  THE   COKDITIONS. 

The  two  youths  were  no  little  astonished  by  the 
contents  of  this  singular  epistle ;  but,  for  all  that, 
the  terms  imposed  did  not  seem  to  them  either 
harsh  or  unreasonable,  and  they  were  only  too 
pleased  to  accede  to  them.  They  partly  guessed 
their  father's  motive.  They  knew  that  he  loved 
both  of  them  with  a  true  paternal  love;  but  his 
affection  was  not  of  that  kind  to  pet  and  pamper 
them  within  the  precincts  of  his  luxurious  palace. 
He  had  a  different  idea  of  what  would  be  beneficial 
to  their  future  interests.  He  believed  in  the  edu- 
cation which  is  acquired  in  the  rude  school  of  toil 
and  travel,  more  than  in  the  book-lore  of  classic 
universities;  and  he  was  determined  that  they 
should  have  a  full  measure  of  this  sort  of  training. 
He  had  resolved  that  they  should  see  the  world ; 
not  according  to  the  ordinary  understanding  of 
this  hackneyed  phrase — ^not  the  world  of  towns  and 
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great  cities,  with  their  empty  shows  and  vices — 
but  the  world  of  Nature ;  and,  in  order  that 
they  should  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  this  sort  of  world, 
he  had  traced  out  for  them  a  route  that  would 
lead  them  into  its  very  wildest  scenes,  and  disdoae 
to  them  its  rarest  and  most  primitive  forms. 

"By  my  word,  brother!"  exclaimed  Ivan  as 
soon  as  Alexis  had  finished  reading  the  letter, 
"  we  shall  have  travelling  to  our  hearts'  content 
Certainly,  papa  has  adopted  a  strange  plan  to  keep 
us  out  of  the  walls  of  great  cities." 

"Yes,"  quietly  answered  Alexis;  "there  are 
not  many  cities  where  bears  abound." 

"Such  strange  conditions!"  added  Ivan.  "I 
wonder  what  fisither  can  mean  by  imposing  them 
upon  us." 

"Indeed,  I  hardly  know  mysel£  One  thing 
only  seems  to  explain  it." 

"  What  is  that,  brother  ?  " 

**  You  are  aware,  Ivan,  of  the  interest  that  papa 
takes  in  all  matters  relating  to  bears.  As  people 
say,  it  is  almost  a  mania  with  him." 

"  Oh  !  the  great  picture  in  the  gallery  will 
account  for  that,"  said  Ivan,  laughing.    "  But  for 
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a  hear,  you  know,  our  papa  would  never  have  been 
a  haron** 

"  True :  that  may  have  been  what  first  led  him 
to  take  an  interest  in  these  animals." 

"And  yet  to  impose  upon  us  these  queer  con- 
ditions ! "  continued  Ivan ; "  it  certainly  does  seem 
a  little  eccentric  ?  " 

"  No  doubt  papa  has  his  purpose,"  said  Alexis, 
"who  knows  that  he  may  not  be  intending  to 
write  a  monograph  of  the  bears ;  and  it  is  for  this 
he  wishes  to  have  a  full  set  of  their  skins — the 
complete  costume  of  each  individual  member  of 
Monsieur  Bruin's  family  ?  "Well,  we  must  do  our 
best,  and  procure  them  for  him.  It  is  not  for  us 
to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  our  dear  father.  It 
is  our  duty  to  obey  his  orders — even  though  the 
task  be  ever  so  irksome  or  difficult." 

"  Oh,  certainly,  brother !  I  admit  that ;  and  I 
am  ready  to  yield  obedience  and  perform  any  task 
dear  papa  may  think  proper  to  impose  on  us." 

Certainly  there  was  some  reason  for  the  surprise 
with  which  the  youths  had  read  the  letter.  Its 
contents  might  have  appeared  still  more  whim- 
sical to  them,  had  it  not  been  their  father  that 
had  written  it;  and,  but  for  the  fact  that  he 
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had  already  given  them  a  thorough  training  in  the 
natural  sciences,  they  would  have  found  it  difficult, 
if  not  altogether  impossible,  to  carry  out  his  in- 
structions. A  bear  of  every  known  variety  was 
to  be  killed  and  skinned — killed,  too,  in  its  own 
haunts  and  by  their  own  hands ;  which,  of  course, 
meant  that  they  were  to  visit  every  country  where 
bears  are  to  be  found,  and  obtain  a  skin  of  each 
kind.  Notwithstanding  their  youth  both  boys 
were  skilled  hunters,  and  excellent  marksmen. 
Himself  brought  up  to  the  calling,  their  &ther 
had  early  initiated  them  into  the  hunter's  craflb ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  knowledge  of  natural  his- 
tory, which  he  had  imparted,  he  had  taught  them 
habits  of  self-reliance — such  as  are  only  acquired 
by  ordinary  individuals  at  the  full  age  of  manhood. 
BotH  were  already  inured  to  such  perils  and  hard- 
ships as  are  incidental  to  a  hunter's  life;  both 
could  endure  to  go  a  day  or  two  without  food  or 
drink — could  sleep  in  the  open  air,  with  no  other 
tent  than  the  canopy  of  heaven,  and  no  other 
couch  than  the  grassy  covering  of  the  earth.  All 
this  sort  of  experience  they  had  already  gone 
through,  in  the  cold  climate  of  their  own  country ; 
and  it  was  not  likely  they  would  meet  with  one 
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much  more  rigoroas  anywhere  on  the  earth.  The 
young  Qrodonofs  had  been  submitted  to  a  train- 
ing of  almost  Spartan  severity — a  perfect  Cyro' 
f(Biia — and  dreaded  neither  hardships  nor  dan- 
gers. They  were  just  the  youths  to  carry  out  that 
singular  programme  which  had  been  traced  for 
them  by  the  paternal  hand. 

Was  it  possible,  however  to  do  so  P  This  was 
their  first  query.  There  were  some  very  nice  points 
in  that  brief  chapter  of  instructions.  Latitudmally 
they  might  traverse  as  circumstances  required,  but 
not  longituiinally.  Under  these  limitations  would 
it  be  possible  to  visit  the  haunts  of  all  the  bears, — 
to  cover,  as  it  were,  the  whole  area  of  Bruin's 
geographical  distribution  P 

That  it  was  possible  might  be  inferred,  from  the 
fact  of  their  father  having  issued  the  orders ;  but 
it  was  necessary  for  the  young  expeditionists  to 
set  out  with  caution:  else  might  they  take  a 
wrong  route,  and  be  altogether  unable  to  fulfil 
his  ii^  unctions.  They  must  not  twice  cross  the 
eame  meridian.  It  was  this  quaint  condition  that 
puzzled  them,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  making  a  false  start 

Lucky  it  was  that  Alexis  was  an  accomplished 
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zoologist,  and  tboroughlj  understood  the  gee* 
graphical  distribution  of  the  genus  ursus.  But  for 
this  knowledge,  thej  would  certainly  have  beea 
puzzled  as  to  the  route  they  were  to  take. 

"  Well,  brother  Ivan ! "  said  Alexis  with  a  smile 
'^had  these  orders  been  issued  when  the  great 
Swede  published  his  Systema  Naturce^  our  task 
would  have  been  easily  accomplished.  How  far 
do  you  suppose  our  travels  need  to  have  ex- 
tended ?  " 

"  I  don't  quite  comprehend  you,  Alexis.  How 
far?" 

"  Why,  simply  into  the  courtyard  of  our  palace. 
It  would  have  been  only  necessary  to  kill  and  skin 
one  of  the  great  bears  chained  by  the  gate,  and 
that  would  have  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  papa 
has  imposed  upon  us." 

"And  yet,  I  don't  understand  you,"  rejoined 
Ivan,  with  a  puzzled  look. 

"  How  obtuse  you  are,  brother !  Eead  the  letter 
again ;  note  well  its  terms !  " 

"  Well,  I  understand  them.  We  are  to  travel 
on,  and  not  come  home  again  till  we  have  killed  a 
bear  of  every  variety  known." 

"There— just  so.    Of  course  papa  means  e\ety 
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variety  known  to  naturalists, — that  is,  to  the 
^  scientific  world/  as  it  is  termed.  Now  you  com- 
prehend my  meaning  ?  " 

"  Oh,  yes ! "  answered  Ivan ;  "  you  mean  that 
when  LinnsBUS  published  his  ^  System  of  Nature,' 
only  our  own  brown  bear  of  Europe  was  known  to 
naturalists?" 

"  Precisely  so— only  the  ursus  arctos;  and  con- 
sequently we  should  have  had  but  a  very  short 
journey  to  make,  compared  with  what  is  before  us 
now.  It  is  true  that  previous  to  his  death,  the 
Swedish  naturalist  had  made  the  acquaintance  of 
the  '  Polar '  bear  (ursus  maritimus)  ;  but,  strange 
enough,  he  regarded  this  as  a  mere  variety  of  the 
ursit>8  arcfos  —  an  error  that  one  may  wonder 
LinnsBus  could  have  made 

"  Oh,  they  are  very  diflferent.  I  could  tell  that 
myself.  To  say  nothing  of  the  colour,  they  are 
unlike  in  shape ;  and,  as  everybody  knows,  their 
habits  are  very  dissimilar.  Why,  one  lives  in 
forests,  and  feeds  chiefly  upon  fruits;  while  the 
other  dwells  amidst  fields  of  snow  and  ice,  and  sub- 
sists almost  exclusively  on  flesh,  or  fish !  Variety, 
indeed !  no,  they  are  surely  different  species." 

*' Undoubtedly,"    answered  Alexis;    **but    we 
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shall  have  an  opportunitj  of  comparing  them 
hereafter.  Eor  the  present  we  mast  drop  the 
subject,  and  find  oat  the  route  of  trayel  which 
papa  has  traced  out  for  us." 

'^  But  he  has  not  indicated  any  route— has  he  P 
He  gives  us  permission  to  go  where  we  please,  bo 
long  as  we  get  the  bear-skins,  and  do  not  return 
upon  our  meridian.  We  are  not  to  take  the  hack" 
track — ha!  ha!  ha!" 

"  Of  course  not ;  but  you  will  find,  to  avoid 
doing  this,  we  shall  have  to  go  by  a  definite 
course,  and  can  take  no  other." 

"  By  my  word !  brother,  I  don't  see  what  you 
mean.  I  shall  trust  all  to  you :  so  take  me  where 
you  please — which  way,  then  ?  " 

"  Ah !  that  has  yet  to  be  determined.  I  cannot 
tell  myself;  and  it  will  take  me  some  time  before 
I  can  make  quite  sure  as  to  what  direction  we  are 
to  take  on  starting  out — whether  east,  west,  north, 
or  south.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  examine 
a  map  of  the  world,  and  trace  out  the  boundaries 
of  the  difierent  countries  in  which  King  Bruin 
holds  sovereignty." 

"  Ah !  that  will  be  an  interesting  lesson  for 
me.     Here  is  the  map;    let  me  spread  it  out. 
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and  do  what  I  can  to  assist  you  in  finding  our 
way." 

As  Ivan  said  this,  he  drew  a  large  travelling 
map  of  the  world  from  its  case,  and  opening  it  out, 
laid  it  upon  the  table.  Both  the  youths  sat  down ; 
and|  running  their  eyes  over  the  chart,  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  direction  which,  by  the  conditions 
imposed  upon  them,  they  must  necessarily  take. 


'•9^ 


CHAPTER  V. 

TBA^CISa    THB    BOVTE. 

«Ik  the  first  place,**  said  Alexis,  "there  is  the 
brown  bear  (wrsm  an^od).  Him  we  might  find 
in  many  parts  of  our  own  counisy — since  he  is 
emphatically  our  ^Sussian  bear**;  but  there  is 
also  a  black  bear,  which  some  natoralists  say- 
is  a  Taiiety  of  ihe  unu6  arcto^  while  others 
beliere  it  to  be  m  sqwrate  species,  having  g^ven 
to  it  tiie  ipwfie  im&e  of  mnm  mmt-^wruB  ator 
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it  is  sometimes  called.  Now,  whether  it  be  a  species 
or  only  a  variety,  we  must  get  a  skin  of  it  all  the 
same — since  papa  has  definitely  expressed  it  so." 

''  This  black  bear  is  to  be  found  in  our  own 
northern  forests,  is  it  not  ?  " 

"Yes;  it  has  been  observed  there;  but  more 
frequently  in  the  mountains  of  Scandinavia ;  and, 
as  we  might  wander  through  all  the  north  of 
Eussia  without  finding  one,  our  best  plan  will  be  to 
proceed  at  once  to  Norway  or  Lapland.  There  we 
shall  be  certain  also  of  finding  the  brown  bear, 
and  thus  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone." 

"Say  Lapland:  I  should  like  to  see  the  little 
Laps,  but  where  next?  To  North  America,  I 
suppose  ?  " 

"  By  no  means.  There  is  a  bear  in  the 
Pyrennees,  and  other  mountains  of  Spain — in  the 
Asturias  especially.  It  is  also  deemed  by  most 
naturalists  to  be  only  a  variety  of  the  ursus 
arctosy  but  it  is  certainly  a  distinct  species ;  and 
papa  thinks  so.  Some  naturalists  would  have  it 
that  there  are  only  three  or  four  distinct  species 
in  the  whole  world.  They  might  just  as  well  say 
there  was  but  one.  I  think  it  better  to  follow 
papa's  views   upon    this    subject,    and    legaii 
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all  those  bean  which  have  permanent  marks  of 
distinction — whether  it  be  in  size,  colour,  or 
otherwise  —  as  being  so  many  separate  species, 
however  much  thej  may  approximate  in  habits  or 
disposition.  Why,  some  naturalists  even  call  the 
American  black  bear  merely  a  variety  of  our 
brown ;  and,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  Linnaeus  him- 
self believed  the  Polar  to  be  the  same  species.  This 
is  now  known  to  be  an  erroneous  theory.  Since 
papa  has  given  as  much  time  to  the  study  of  the 
bears  as  perhaps  any  one  else,  I  shall  follow  his 
theory,  and  regard  the  Spanish  bear  {ursus  pyre" 
nmcus  it  is  called)  a  distirct  species." 

**  You  propose,  then,  to  go  next  to  Spain,  and 
kill  the  Spanish  bear  P  " 

•*  We  9MUSt,     Having    started   in   a  westerly 
course  by  going  to  Lapland,  we  must  keep  on 
in  that  direction," 
**  But  how  about  the  white  bear  of  the  Alps  ?  " 
**  You  mean  the  ursus  aihus  of  Lesson  ?  " 
**Yes.    To  reach  the  Alps,  where  it  is  said 
to  be  found,  we  should  have  to  recross  a  meridian 
of  longitude  P" 

*^  We  should,  if  there  were  snch  an  animal  to  be 
SmgemL  in  iStuB  Alps^  but  there  is  not    The  white 
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bear  of  Baffon  and  Lesson  {urtus  aUbus)  was  only 
a  mere  accidental  variety  or  albino  of  the  brown 
bear;  and  papa  does  not  mean  that  we  shonld 
collect  the  skins  of  such  as  these.  He  has  said  so. 
Indeed,  Ivan,  were  that  task  imposed  on  us,  we 
should  both  be  old  men  before  we  could  complete  it, 
and  return  home  again.  It  is  only  the  skins  of  the 
permanent  varieties  we  are  to  procure,  and  there- 
fore the  vrsus  alhtts  is  scratched  out  of  our  list." 

"  Out  with  him  then  !  where  go  we  next  P  To 
North  America,  then  no  doubt  ?  " 

"  No.' 

"  Perhaps  to  Africa  ?  " 

«  No." 

"Are  there  no  bears  in  Africa  ?  " 

"  That  is  a  disputed  point  among  writers,  and 
has  been  so  since  the  days  of  Pliny.  Eears  are 
mentioned  as  having  been  exhibited  in  the  Eoman 
circus,  under  the  name  of  Numidian  bears ;  and 
Herodotus,  Yirgil,  Juvenal,  and  Martial  all 
mention  Lylian  bears  in  their  writings.  Pliny, 
however,  stoutly  denies  that  there  were  any  of 
these  animals  in  Africa ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  he  equally  denies  that  stags,  goats,  and 
boars  existed  on  the  African  continent :  therefore 
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His  statement  about  tbe  non-existence  of  tbe 
Numidian  bears  is  not  wortb  a  straw.  Strange 
enougb,  tbe  point  is  as  mucb  disputed  now  as  in 
tbe  days  of  Pliny.  Tbe  Englisb  traveller  Bruce, 
states  positively  tbat  tbere  are  no  bears  in  Africa. 
Anotber  Englisb  traveller  to  Abyssinia,  Salt,  makes 
no  mention  of  tbem ;  wbile  tbe  German,  Ebren- 
berg,  says  tbat  be  bas  seen  tbem  in  tbe  mountains 
of  Abyssinia,  and  beard  of  tbem  also  in  Arabia 
Felix!  Several  Trencb  and  Englisb  travellers 
(Dapper,  Sbaw,  Poncet,  and  Poiret),  bear  testi* 
mony  to  tbe  existence  of  bears  in  different  parts 
of  Africa — in  Nubia,  Babur,  and  Congo.  In  tbe 
Atlas  mountains,  between  Algiers  and  Morocco, 
according  to  Poiret,  bears  are  common  enougb; 
and  tbis  writer  even  gives  some  details  as  to  tbeir 
babits.  He  says  tbat  tbey  are  exceedingly  fierce 
and  carnivorous,  and  tbat  tbe  Arabs  believe  tbey 
can  lift  stones  in  tbeir  paws  and  fling  tbem  at 
tbose  wbo  may  be  in  pursuit  of  tbem !  He  relates 
tbat  an  Arab  bunter  brougbt  bim  tbe  skin  of  one 
of  tbose  bears ;  and  also  sbowed  bim  a  wound  in 
bis  leg,  wbicb  be  bad  received  by  tbe  animal  baving 
launcbed  a  stone  at  bim  wbile  be  was  pursuing  it ! 
Monsieur  Poiret,  bowever,  does  not  voucb  for  tbe 
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trath  of  tlie  Btone-throwing,  though  he  stoutly 
maintainB  the  existence  of  African  bears.'* 

"What  does  papa  think  about  it?"  inquired 
Iran. 

"That  there  are  bears  in  Africa — perhaps  in 
all  the  mountainous  parts  of  Africa — but  certainly 
in  the  Atlas  and  Tetuan  ranges.  Indeed,  an 
English  traveller  of  veracity  has  put  the  question 
bejond  a  doubt,  by  giving  'some  points  in  the 
description  of  these  African  bears.  Naturalists 
thought  that  if  such  an  animal  existed  in  Africa, 
it  would  be  the  same  species  as  the  Syrian ;  but 
although  the  bears  reported  in  the  Arabian  and 
Abyssinian  mountains  are  likely  enough  to  be  of 
that  species,  those  of  the  Atlas  are  evidently  not 
only  distinct  from  the  Syrian  bear,  but  from  all 
other  known  kinds*  One  that  was  killed  near 
Tetuan,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  the  Atlas 
mountains,  was  a  female,  and  less  in  size  than  the 
American  black  bear.  It  was  black  also,  or  rather 
brownish  black,  and  without  any  white  marking 
about  the  muzzle,  but  under  the  belly  its  fur  was 
of  a  reddish  orange.  The  hair  was  shaggy  and 
four  or  five  inches  long,  while  the  snout,  toes,  and 
claws  were  all  shorter  than  in  the  American  black 
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bear,  and  the  body  was  of  thicker  and  stouter 
make.  The  Englishman  had  learnt  something  of 
its  habits  too.  The  Arabs  said  it  was  rarely  met 
with  near  Tetuan;  that  it  fed  on  roots,  acorns, 
and  fruits,  but  was  only  an  indifferent  climber. 
Indeed  it  would  be  very  improbable,"  continued 
Alexis, ''  that  the  great  ranges  of  the  Atlas  and 
Abyssinian  mountains  should  be  without  these 
mammalia,  since  they  exist  in  nearly  all  the  other 
mountains  of  the  globe.  Moreover,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  it  is  only  a  few  years  since  the 
bears  of  the  Himalayas,  of  the  Great  Andes  of 
America,  and  those  of  the  East-Indian  islands — 
and  even  the  bear  of  Mount  Lebanon — became 
known  to  the  scientific  world.  Why,  then,  should 
there  not  be  a  species  in  Africa — perhaps  more 
than  one — though  civilized  people  are  yet  unac- 
quainted with  it  ?  " 

"  But  you  say  we  are  not  going  to  Africa  ?  " 
"  No ;  our  instructions  relate  only  to  every 
variety  of  bear  known  to  naturalists;  and  the 
African  bear  does  not  come  under  this  category — 
since  it  has  not  yet  been  described  by  any  natura- 
list. !For  that  reason  we  shall  have  no  errand  into 
Africa." 
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^^Then,  surely  North  America  is  oiir  next 
stage  ?  " 

"  Certainly  not — ^you  are  aware  that  there  is  a 
South  American  hear." 

"  Yes,  the  'spectacled  bear,'  as  he  is  called." 

"  Just  Bb — the  ursus  omatus,  I  think  we  shall 
find  two  species  in  South  America,  though  that  is 
also  a  disputed  point." 

"  Well,  brother,  what  if  we  should  ?" 

"  Why,  both  will  be  found  in  the  Andes  of 
Chili  and  Peru,  and  not  in  the  eastern  parts  of 
South  America." 

''  And  how  should  that  affect  our  route  of 
travel?" 

"  Very  essentially  indeed.  Were  we  to  go  first 
to  North  America,  we  should  find  no  less  than  five 
species,  .or  four  species  and  one  well-marked 
variety.  To  reach  the  native  haunt  of  one  of 
these  —  I  mean  the  grisly  (ursus  ferox)  —  we 
should  have  to  go  farther  west  than  any  part  of 
the  South  American  Andes :  how,  then,  could  we 
afterwards  reach  the  spectacled  bear  without 
doubling  back  on  our  meridian?" 

"  True,  brother — I  see  that,  by  looking  on  the 
map.     Tou  propose,  then,  steering  first  to  Soutti 
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America,  and  afterwards  to  the  northern  division 
of  the  American  continent  ?" 

"  We  are  compelled  to  do  so,  by  the  very  nature 
of  our  contract.     Having  procured  the  skins  of 
ursus  ornatus  and  another  variety  we  shall  find  in 
the  Andes,  we  can  then  travel  almost  due  north. 
On  the  Mississippi  we  shall  be  able  to  pick  up  a 
•   skin  of  the  American  black  bear   (ursus  ameri- 
canus)   and  by  the  help   of  the  Hudson's   Bay 
voyageurs  we  shall  reach  the  shores  of  the  great 
gulf  from  which   that  territory  takes  its  name* 
There  the  *  polar  bear '  (ursus  maritimus)  can  be 
found.    Parther  westward  and  northward  we  may 
hope  to  capture  the  '  barren-ground  bear,'  which 
the  English  traveller  Sir  John  Eichardson  thinks 
is  only  a  variety  of  our  European  brown  bear,  but 
which  papa — and  good  reasons  he  has — ^believes  to 
be  nothing  of  the  kind.  Crossing  the  Eocky  Moun- 
tains, we  shall  bo  able,  I  hope,  to  knock  over  the 
famed  and  formidable  grisly  (ursus  ferox),  and  in 
Oregon,  or  British  Columbia,  we  shall  strip  his 
hide  from  the  *  cinnamon  bear'  (ursus  cinnamonus)^ 
believed  to  be  a  variety  of  the  American  black. 
That  will  finish  with  the  bears  of  America." 
"  Asia  next,  I  suppose  ?  " 
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"  Yes,  straight  across  to  Kamschatka.  There 
we  shall  meet  with  the  *  Siberian,'  or  *  collared 
bear'  (urstis  collaris).  Of  these,  two  varieties  are 
said  to  exist,  one  of  which,  specified  by  the  name 
ursus  sibiricuSy  is  also  found  in  Lapland  and 
Siberia." 

"  Go  on,  brother !    Where  next  ?  " 

''  From  Kamschatka  we  shall  make  a  long 
traverse  to  the  south-west.  Our  next  hunting- 
ground  will  be  Bomea" 

^  Ah  !  the  beautiful  litiJe  bear  with  the  orange-> 
colonred  breast !" 

"  Yes ;  that  is  the  *  Bomean  bear^  (tirsus  eurys' 
pUus),  or  *  Bruang,'  as  he  is  called  by  the  Malays." 

"  But  there  is  another  Bruang  ?" 

"  Yes — the  *  Malayan  sun  bear '  (ursus  malaga' 
nus).  This  we  shall  encounter  in  Sumatra  or 
Java,  whichever  we  choose  to  visit." 

"  Well,  the  list  is  much  larger  than  I  expected : 
certainly  it  has  been  wonderfully  lengthened  since 
the  days  of  the  good  old  Linnaeus." 

"  We  have  not  reached  the  end  yet." 

"  Where  next,  brother?" 

"  Up  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  on  to  the  Hima- 
layas.    Eirst  in  the  foot  hills  of  these  mountains 
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we  shall  have  to  search  for  the  curious  ^  sidth 
bear,'  or  'juggler's  bear'  (purs  de  jongleurs)  as 
the  French  writers  term  him.  He  is  the  ursus 
lahiattts  of  naturalists ;  and  we  may  find  him  in 
the  plains  of  India,  before  reaching  the  Himalayas. 
Having  skinned  him,  we  shall  proceed  to  climb 
the  great  mountains,  and  higher  up  we  are  certain 
to  come  across  the '  Thibet  bear '  (ursus  tkibeianus) 
— by  some  very  erroneously  described  as  being  one 
of  the  numerous  varieties  of  the  European  brown 
bear !  Still  higher  up  we  shall,  I  hope,  have  the 
good  luck  to  encounter  and  kill  a  specimen  of  the 
'  Isabella  bear '  (i^sus  isabelinus),  so  called  from  his 
colour,  but  termed  by  Anglo-Indian  sportsmen  the 
*snow  bear,'  because  he  frequents  the  declivities 
near  the  snow-lioe  of  these  stupendous  mountains." 

"That  is  all,  is  it  not?" 

"No,  Ivan— -one  more,  and  that  will  be  the 
last." 

"What  is  he?" 

"  The  *  Syrian '  (ursus  syriacus)  ;  and  though 
the  last  in  our  catalogue,  this  is  the  very  first  on 
record:  for  they  were  bears  of  this  species  that 
came  out  of  the  wood  and  *  tare  forty  and  two  *  of 
the  mockers  of  the  prophet  Elisha.     "We  shall 
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hawe  to  Tisit  Syria,  to  procure  a  skiD  of  the  anus 
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''Well,  I  hope  their  ferociousness  has  been 
tamed  down  since  EUsha's  time,  else  we  mav 
stand  a  fair  diance  of  being  serYcd  in  a  similar 
fishion." 

**  No  doubt  we  shall  haTe  manj  a  scratch  before 
we  encounter  the  bears  of  Mount  Lebanon.  When 
we  haTe  obtained  a  robe  £K)m  one  of  them,  there 
will  be  nothing  more  for  us  to  do  but  take  the  most 
direct  route  home.  We  shall  then  haTe  gone  omce 
roumd  the  world.^^ 

**  Ah,  that  we  shall !  "  said  Iran,  laughing ;  *^  and 
all  OTer  it  too.  Great  Czar !  I  think  by  the  time 
we  haTe  captured  one  of  Elisha's  bears,  we  shall 
haTe  had  a  surfeit  of  traTel." 

''^o  doubt  of  it;  but  now,  brother,  that  we 
know  where  we  are  going,  let  us  waste  no  more 
time,  but  signify  our  acceptance  of  the  conditions, 
and  be  off  at  once." 

"  Agreed,"  said  iTan ;  and  both  returning  into 
the  presence  of  the  baron,  announced  their  readi- 
ness to  take  the  road. 

"  Are  we  to  travel  alone,  papa  ?  "  inquired  Ivan ; 
"  I  think  you  spoke  of  an  attendant  ?  " 


40  BBUIK. 

"Yes,  one  attendant.  You  must  not  be  en- 
cumbered with  too  many  servants  to  wait  upon 
you.     One  will  be  quite  sufficient." 

"  Who  is  it  to  be  ?  "  asked  Ivan. 

The  baron  rang  the  bell,  and  a  servant  entered. 

"  Send  Corporal  Pouchskin  to  me ! " 

Shortly  after,  the  door  reopened,  and  a  man  of 
about  fifty  appeared.  The  tali  well-balanced  form 
and  erect  attitude — the  close-cropped  hair  and 
enormous  grizzled  moustache — combined  with 
great  gravity  of  features,  denoted  a  veteran  of  the 
Imperial  Guard, — one  of  those  grand  and  re- 
doubtable soldiers  who  have  seen  service  in  the 
presence  of  an  emperor.  Though  no  longer  wear- 
ing the  military  uniform,  but  dressed  somewhat  as 
a  park  or  game  keeper,  the  silent  salute  and  atti- 
tude of  "  attention  "  were  sufficiently  indicative  of 
the  profession  which  Pouchskin  had  followed :  for 
it  was  the  veritable  Pouchskin  who  had  entered  the 
apartment.  He  said  not  a  word,  nor  did  ho  look 
either  to  the  right  or  left, — only  directly  forward, 
and  at  the  baron. 

"  Corporal  Pouchskin !  '* 

"  General ! " 

"  I  wdsh  you  to  make  a  journey." 
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I  am  ready." 

"  Not  quite,  corporaL  I  will  give  you  an  liour 
to  prepare." 

"  Where  does  the  general  wish  me  to  go  ?  " 

"  Eound  the  world." 

*'  Half  an  hour  will  suffice." 

"  So  much  the  better,  then.  Prepare  to  start  iu 
half  an  hour." 

Pouchskin  bowed  and  retired. 


•*o^ 


CHAPTER  TI. 

TO     THE     TOBKEA. 

We  shall  not  detail  the  parting  interview  between 
the  Baron  Grodonoff  and  his  sons ;  there  was  the 
usual  interchange  of  affectionate  expressions,  with 
as  much  feeling  as  is  common  on  such  occasions. 
Neither  need  we  relate  the  ordinary  incidents  of 
travel  which  befell  our  expeditionists,  on  their  way 
to  the  mountains  of  Lapland.     Suffice  it  to  aay 
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that  they  journeyed  by  post  from  St.  Petersburg 
direct  to  Tornea,  at  the  head  of  the  Great  Bothniiaii 
Gulf.  Thence  they  proceeded  northward  up  the* 
river  Tomea — till  they  had  reached  the  mountainous 
region  in  which  this  stream  takes  its  rise.  They 
were  amply  furnished  with  the  means  of  travelling 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  were  not 
encumbered  with  any  great  amount  of  luggage. 
A  bag  of  roubles,  which  Pouchskin  carried  in  a 
safe  pocket,  proved  the  most  convenient  article 
they  could  have  taken  along  with  them ;  since  it 
enabled  them  to  supply  their  wants  from  day  to 
day,  without  troubling  themselves  with  any  cum- 
bersome baggage.  There  are  few  parts  of  the 
world  in  which  ready  money  will  not  command  the 
necessaries  of  life  ;  and  as  this  was  all  our  hunters 
cared  for,  they  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
supplies — even  in  the  remote  regions  of  uncivilized 
Lapland.  The  wild,  half-savage  Lap  perfectly 
comprehends  the  value  of  a  coin ;  and  will  exchange 
for  it  his  reindeer  flesh  and  milk,  or  anything  else 
that  may  be  asked  from  him.  Our  young  hunters 
therefore  travelled  lightly — with  little  else  in  the 
shape  of  baggage  than  a  pair  of  knapsacks  which 
they  carried  on  their  backs,  and  which  contained 
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only  a  change  or  two  of  linen,  and  such  toilet 
articles  as  were  absolutely  necessary  to  their 
comfort.  A  knapsack  of  much  larger  dimensions 
formed  the  chief  care  of  Fouchskin ;  and  although 
this,  with  its  contents,  would  have  been  a  heavy 
load  for  an  ordinary  man,  the  veteran  of  the 
Imperial  Guard  thought  no  more  of  it  than  if  it  had 
b^en  a  bag  of  feathers.  Each  in  addition  carried 
an  ample  fur  cloak;  which,  on  the  march,  was 
folded  up  and  strapped  to  their  backs  on  top  of 
the  knapsack,  but  at  night  was  wrapped  around 
their  bodies,  and  served  both  as  bed  and  bed- 
clothes. All  three  were  armed  and  equipped,  in 
the  most  substantial  manner.  They  carried  guns, 
though  differing  in  kind.  The  piece  of  Alexis  was 
a  handsome  Jager  rifle ;  Ivan's  was  a  double- 
barrelled  shot-gun  or  fowling-piece ;  while  Pouch- 
skin  balanced  over  his  shoulder  an  immense  fusil, 
the  bullet  of  which  weighed  a  good  ounce  avoir- 
dupois. All  were  provided  with  a  knife  of  one 
fashion  or  another. 

In  such  guise  did  our  young  hunters  enter 
the  mountains  of  Lapland;  and  commence  their 
search  after  the  "  old  man  in  the  fur  coat,'*  as 
the  Laplanders  term  the  bear. 
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They  had  taken  proper  measures  to  secure 
success.  They  had  secured  the  services  of  a  guide, 
who  engaged  to  conduct  them  to  a  district  where 
bears  existed  in  great  plenty,  and  where  he  him- 
self lived  in  a  state  almost  as  savage  as  the 
bears — for  he  was  a  true  Laplander  and  lived 
in  a  tent  in  the  very  heart  of  the  mountains. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  had  no  reindeer ;  and 
was  therefore  forced  to  depend  on  the  chase  for 
bis  subsistence.  He  trapped  the  ermine  and 
beaver — Skilled  the  wild  reindeer  when  he  could — 
spent  his  whole  life  in  battling  with  wolves  and 
bears ;  and  with  the  skins  of  these  animals — 
which  he  sold  to  the  fur-traders — he  was  able  to 
supply  himself  with  the  few  necessaries  which 
such  a  state  of  existence  called  for. 

Under  his  tent  of  coarse  wadmal  cloth  the 
travellers  found  shelter,  and  such  rude  hospitality 
as  the  poor  Lap  could  afford  them — in  return  for 
which  they  had  to  live  in  the  midst  of  a  smoke 
that  nearly  put  out  their  eyes.  But  they  knew 
they  had  entered  upon  an  expedition,  in  which  many 
hardships  were  to  be  expected ;  and  they  bore  the 
inconvenience  with  becoming  fortitude. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  the   details  of 
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the  erery-day  life  of  the  young  hantors,  nor  yet  an 
account  of  the  Tery  many  curious  incidents,  whicli 
occurred  to  them  during  their  sojourn  in  Lapland. 
Much  was  noted  down  in  their  journal — ^froci 
which  this  narrative  has  been  drawn — interesting 
only  to  themselves,  or  perhaps  still  more  to  their 
father  the  baron.  For  him  they  wrote  an  account 
of  everything  peculiar  that  they  observed — such 
as  the  odd  customs  of  the  Laplanders — their 
mode  of  travelling  in  sledges  with  reindeer — their 
snow-skating  on  the  sJcidors  and  slcdbargers — and,  in 
shorty  a  full  account  of  the  habits  and  manners  of 
these  singular  people.  Especially,  however,  did 
Alexis  describe  the  objects  of  natural  history  which 
came  under  his  notice — giving  such  details  as  he 
drew  from  personal  observation,  or  derived  from 
the  native  hunters,  many  of  whom  tbey  encoun- 
tered while  engaged  in  the  chase  of  the  bear. 

These  details,  were  they  given  in  full,  would  fill 
a  book  of  themselves.  We  must  content  ourselves, 
therefore,  with  relating  only  the  more  interesting 
incidents,  and  striking  adventures  which  happened 
to  our  heroes. 

"We  may  here  state  that  it  was  in  the  early  part 
of  spring  that  they  arrived  in  Lapland,  or  rather 
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in  the  latter  part  of  winter,  when  the  ground  is 
still  covered  with  deep  snow.  At  this  season  the 
bears  are  hidden  away  in  their  cares  —  in  crevices 
of  the  rocks  or  hollow  trees — from  which  they  only 
issue  forth  when  the  spring  sun  makes  itself  felt, 
and  the  snow  begins  to  disappear  from  the  sides 
of  the  hills. 

Every  one  has  heard  of  this  tointer  sleep  of  the 
bears ;  and  it  has  been  attributed  to  bears  of  all 
species.  This,  however,  is  a  mistake,  as  it  is  only 
indulged  iti  by  a  few  kinds ;  and  the  climate  and 
nature  of  the  country  which  the  bear  inhabits  has 
more  to  do  with  his  hyhernation  than  any  natural 
instinct  of  the  animal :  since  it  has  been  observed 
that  bears  will  go  to  sleep,  or  hybemate,  as  it  is 
termed,  in  one  part  of  a  country,  while  individuals 
of  the  same  species,  in  another  region,  will  be  found 
roaming  about  all  the  winter  through.  The  state 
of  torpor  seems  to  be  voluntary  with  these  animals : 
since  it  is  generally  in  districts  where  food  could 
not  be  procured,  that  they  submit  themselves  to 
this  prolonged  siesta. 

However  this  may  be,  the  brown  bears  of  Lap- 
land certainly  indulge  in  a  period  of  slumber — 
during  which  they  are  difficult  to  find.    Never 
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issuing  from  their  places  of  concealment,  they 
make  no  track  in  the  snow  by  which  they  might  be 
followed.  At  such  seasons  it  is  only  by  accident, 
or  by  the  aid  of  his  dog,  that  the  Lap  hunter 
chances  to  discover  the  retreat  of  a  bear;  and, 
when  one  is  thus  discovered,  various  methods  are 
adopted  for  securing  the  valuable  skin  and  carcass 
of  the  animal. 

It  so  chanced  that,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
young  E*ussians  upon  their  hunting-ground,  there 
had  been  a  show  of  spring— that  is,  a  few  days 
of  warm  sun— but  this  had  been  succeeded  by  a 
return  of  the  cold  weather,  with  a  fresh  fall  of 
snow.  The  spell  of  warmth,  however,  had  aroused 
many  bears  from  their  lethargy — some  of  which 
had  ventured  out  of  their  caves,  and  made  short 
excursions  among  the  hills — in  search,  no  doubt, 
of  the  berries,  that,  preserved  all  winter  by  the 
SGOw,  are  sweet  and  mellow  at  this  season,  and  a 
favourite  food  of  the  bears. 

This  casual  occurrence  of  the  spring  having 
made  a  promise  and  not  kept  it,  was  just  the 
chance  for  our  hunters ;  since  it  enabled  them  in  a 
very  short  time  to  track  a  bear  to  his  den. 

A  few  days  after  their  arrival  upon  the  hunting- 
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ground,  thej  were  able  to  do  this — YmTiag  come 
upon  the  footmarks  of  a  bear,  that,  followed  for  a 
mile  or  eo  through  the  snow,  led  them  to  the 
animal's  lair.  It  led  them  also  to  an  adrenture^ 
which  was  the  first  they  had  yet  encount^^; 
and  which  came  very  near  being  the  last  that 
Pouchskin  was  ever  to  have  in  the  world.  Pouch* 
skin  was  certainly  in  great  peril;  and  how  he 
escaped  from  it  will  be  learnt,  by  reading  an 
account  of  the  adventure. 


CHAPTEE   YII. 

JACK-IN-THE-BOX. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning,  shortly  after  leaving 
the  tent  of  the  Laplander,  they  had  chanced  upon 
the  track  of  the  bear. 

After  following  it  for  nearly  a  mile,  it  conducted 
them  to  a  narrow  gorge  or  ravine,  lying  between 
two  rocky  ridges.     The  ravine  itself  was  not  more 
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than  ten  or  a  dozen  yards  in  width,  and  its  bottom 
was  filled  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  several  feet. 
Along  the  sides  the  snow  lay  sparsely ;  and  in  fact 
there  had  been  scarce  any  in  that  place  before  the 
&11  the  preceding  night.  This  had  only  covered 
the  ground  to  the  depth  of  a  few  inches:  but 
it  was  sufficient  to  show  the  footmarks  of  the 
bear ;  and  they  were  able  to  follow  the  spar — so 
the  Scandinavian  hunters  call  the  tracks  of  an 
animal — as  fast  as  they  chose  to  go. 

Following  it  up,  then,  our  hunters  entered  the 
ravine.  They  kept  for  some  distance  along  one 
side — just  by  the  edge  of  the  deep  snow ;  but  at 
length,  the  track  indicated  where  the  bear  had 
crossed  to  the  other  side;  and  of  course  they 
were  compelled  to  cross  likewise. 

This  deep  snow  was  the  accumulated  deposits 
of  different  storms  that  had  occurred  during 
the  winter ;  and,  shadowed  from  the  sun  by  the 
long  branches  of  evergreen  pines  from  both  sides 
stretching  outward  over  the  ravine,  it  had  re- 
mained without  melting.  There  was  a  crust  over 
it — strong  enough  to  carry  a  man  on  skidors,  but 
not  without  them,  unless  he  proceeded  with  care 
and   caution.     The  bear  had  gone  over  it;  but 
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these  animals,  notwithstanding  their  enormous 
weight  and  bulk,  can  pass  over  ice  or  crusted  snow 
that  will  not  carry  a  man.  Their  weight  rests 
upon  four  points  instead  of  two;  and  as  they 
need  only  lift  one  foot  at  a  time,  they  still  have 
three  points  of  support.  A  man  must  also  lift 
one  foot,  which  leaves  him  only  one  to  stand  upon ; 
and  therefore  his  whole  weight  presses  upon  a 
single  point,  and  so  endangers  his  breaking 
through.  The  great  length  of  a  bear's  body, 
moreover,  and  the  vast  stretch  between  his  &re 
and  hind  legs  give  him  an  additional  advantage — 
enabling  him  to  distribute  his  weight  over  a 
large  surface — and  this  is  why  he  can  shuffle  over 
ice  or  snow-crust,  that  may  be  too  weak  to  carry 
a  human  being.  Every  boy  knows — at  least  every 
boy  who  has  skated  or  ventured  upon  a  frozen  pond 
— that  by  creeping  on  hands  and  knees,  or,  more 
certain  still,  by  sprawling  along  on  the  breast,  ice 
may  be  passed  over,  that  would  not  bear  the  same 
boy  in  an  erect  attitude. 

Such  advantage,  then,  had  the  bear  which  our 
young  hunters  were  tracking  up;  and  it  would 
have  been  well  for  them — at  least  for  Pouchskin — 
had  they  thought  of  it.     They  did  not.    They  sup- 
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posed  that  where  a  great  heavy  animal  like  a  bear 
had  gone  they  might  go  too ;  and,  without  further 
reflection,  they  stepped  out  upon  the  deep  bed 
of  snow. 

Alexis  and  Ivan  being  light  weights  passed  over 
the  snow  safely  enough ;  but  Pouchskin,  weighing 
nearly  as  much  as  both  of  them — ^and  further  loaded 
with  a  ponderous  wood-axe  and  his  huge  gun,  to 
say  nothing  of  sundry  well-filled  pockets  and 
pouches — was  more  than  the  crust  would  carry. 
Just  when  he  had  got  about  half  way  across,  there 
was  heard  a  tearing  crash;  and  before  the  boys 
could  turn  to  inquire  the  cause,  Pouchskin  had  dis- 
appeared, and  all  his  paraphernalia  along  with  him ! 

No,  not  quite  all.  There  was  seen  about  two 
feet  of  the  barrel  of  his  gun  above  the  surface ; 
and  as  that  still  pointed  upward — while  it  moved 
around  the  circular  hole  through  which  the  old 
guardsman  had  fallen — the  boys  concluded  that  the 
piece  was  in  his  hands,  and  that  Pouchskin  was 
still  upon  his  feet. 

At  the  same  instant  a  voice  reached  their  ears 
— in  a  hollow  sepulchral  tone,  like  that  of  a  man 
speaking  from  the  bottom  of  a  well,  or  through 
the  bunghole  of  an  empty  cask ! 

E  2 
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Notwithstanding  its  baritone  notes,  the  boys 
perceived  that  the  exclamations  made  by  the  voice 
vrere  not  those  of  terror,  but  rather  of  surprise, 
followed  by  a  slight  laugh.  Of  course,  therefore, 
their  attendant  had  received  no  injury,  nor  was  he 
in  any  danger ;  and,  assured  of  this,  Ivan  first,  and 
then  Alexis,  broke  out  into  yells  of  laughter. 

On  cautiously  approaching  the  trap-like  hole, 
through  which  Pouchskin  had  disappeared,  their 
merriment  burst  forth  afresh,  at  the  ludicrous 
spectacle.  There  stood  the  old  guardsman,  like  a 
jack-in-the-box  in  the  centre  of  a  hollow  funnel* 
shaped  cylinder  which  he  had  made  in  the  snow. 
But  what  was  strangest  of  all,  there  was  no  snow 
among  his  feet:  on  the  contrary,  he  was  up  to 
his  knees  in  water,  and  not  stagnant  water  either^ 
but  a  current,  that  ran  rapidly  underneath  the 
snow,  and  had  swished  the  crusted  fragments 
from  the  spot  where  he  was  standing ! 

A  stream,  in  fact,  ran  down  the  ravine ;  and, 
although  the  snow  completely  hid  it  from  view, 
there  it  was,  rushing  along  underneath  through  a 
tunnel  which  it  had  melted  out  for  itself — the 
snow  forming  a  continuous  bridge  above  it. 

The  boys  did  not  know  all  this — for  they  could 
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only  just  see  the  top  of  Pouchskin^s  head,  with 
ids  long  arms  holding  the  gun — but  they  could 
bear  the  rushing  noise  of  the  water,  and  Pouch- 
skin  reported  the  rest. 

It  did  not  appear  so  easy  to  extricate  him  from 
his  unpleasant  predicament ;  for  the  resemblance 
between  his  situation,  and  that  of  jack-in-the-box, 
went  no  further.  There  was  no  jerking  machinery 
by  which  the  ex-guardsman  could  be  jumped  out  of 
his  box;  and,  since  his  head  was  full  three  feet 
below  the  crust  of  the  snow,  how  he  was  to  be 
raised  to  the  surface  required  some  consideration. 

Neither  of  the  young  hunters  dared  to  approach 
the  circumference  of  the  circular  hole  through  which 
Pouchskin  had  sunk.  They  might  have  broken 
through  themselves,  and  then  all  three  would  have 
been  in  the  same  fix.  Of  course,  under  this  appre- 
hension, they  dared  not  go  near  enough  to  pull 
him  out  with  their  hands — even  had  they  been  able 
to  reach  down  to  him. 

It  is  true  he  might  have  got  out,  after  some 
time,  by  breaking  the  snow  before  him,  and  work- 
ing his  way  at  right  angles  to  the  course  of  the 
stream  :  for  it  was  evident  that  the  ground  sloped 
sharply  up  in  that  direction,  and  the  snow  became 
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ehallower.  Except  above  the  water,  it  was  firm 
enough  to  have  borne  his  weight,  and  n&er  a  time 
he  might  have  scrambled  out ;  but  a  more  expe- 
ditious  plan  of  relieving  him,  and  one  &r  less 
troublesome  to  Pouchskin,  suggested  itsdf  to 
Alexis. 

One  of  the  impedimenta,  which  the  old  guards- 
man carried  on  his  shoulders,  was  a  coil  of  stout 
cord — almost  a  rope.  This  they  had  brought  with 
them,  in  the  anticipation  of  being  saccessful  in 
their  hunt ;  and,  with  the  idea  of  its  being  required 
at  the  skinning  of  the  bear — as  also  for  packing 
the  hide,  or  any  similar  purpose. 

It  was  the  presence  of  this  cord  that  suggested 
to  Alexis  the  scheme  he  had  conceived,  for  relieving 
his  faithful  follower  from  his  unhappy  position ; 
and  the  plan  itself  will  be  understood  by  our 
describing  its  execution,  which  took  place  on  the 
instant. 

Alexis  called  to  Fouchskin  to  tie  one  end  of  the 
rope  round  his  body,  and  then  fling  the  other  out 
upon  the  snow — as  far  as  he  could  cast  it.  This 
request  was  instantly  complied  with ;  and  the  end 
of  the  rope  made  its  appearance  at  the  feet  of 
Alexis. 
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The  latter  taking  it  in  his  hand,  ran  up  the  bank 
to  the  nearest  tree ;  and,  giving  it  a  turn  or  two 
round  the  trunk,  he  handed  it  to  Ivan,  with  the 
direction  to  hold  it  fast  and  keep  it  from  slipping. 
A  knot  would  have  served  the  same  purpose ;  but 
the  whole  thing  was  the  work  of  only  a  few  mo- 
ments ;  and  as  Ivan  was  standing  by  doing  nothing, 
his  brother  thought  he  might  just  as  well  take  hold 
of  the  rope  and  save  time. 

Alexis  now  crept  back,  as  near  to  the  edge  of  the 
trap  as  it  was  safe  to  go.  He  took  with  him 
a  long  pole,  which  by  a  lucky  chance,  he  had  found 
lying  under  the  trees.  Slipping  this  under  the 
rope,  and  placing  it  crosswise,  he  shoved  it  still 
nearer  to  the  circumference  of  the  broken  circle — 
his  object  being  to  give  support  to  the  cord,  and 
keep  it  from  cutting  into  the  snow. 

The  contrivance  was  perfectly  correct;  and  as 
soon  as  Alexis  had  got  all  ready,  he  shouted  to 
Pouchskin  to  haul  upon  the  rope,  and  help  himself. 

Meanwhile,  the  old  guardsman  had  slung  his 
fusil  upon  his  back ;  and,  immediately  on  receiving 
the  signal,  commenced  his  ascent — pulling  hand 
over  hand  upon  the  rope,  and  assisting  his  arms 
by  working  his  feet  against  the  wall  of  snow. 
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Tbe  moment  bis  head  appeared  above  the 
surface,  the  laughter  of  his  young  masters,  that 
had  been  for  a-while  suspended,  burst  forth  afresh* 
And  it  was  no  wonder :  for  the  expression  upon 
tbe  old  soldier's  visage,  as  it  rose  above  tbe  white 
crust,  bis  bent  attitude,  and  the  desperate  exertions 
be  was  malung  to  clamber  upward,  all  combined 
to  form  a  most  ludicrous  picture. 

Ivan  screamed  till  tbe  tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks.  So  overcome  was  be  with  mirth,  that  it 
is  possible  he  would  have  let  go,  and  permitted 
Pouch  skin  to  tumble  back  into  bis  trap ;  but  the 
more  sober  Alexis,  foreseeing  such  a  contingency, 
ran  up  and  took  hold  of  the  rope. 

By  this  means,  Fouchskin  was  at  length  landed 
safely  on  tbe  surface  of  the  snow ;  but  even  his 
tall  boots  of  Eussia  leather  had  not  saved  his  legs 
and  feet  from  getting  well  soaked ;  and  he  was  now 
dripping  with  muddy  water  from  the  thighs 
downwards. 

There  was  no  time,  however,  to  kindle  a  fire 
and  dry  bim.  They  did  not  think  of  such  a  thing. 
So  eager  were  all  three  in  tbe  chase  of  the  bear, 
that  they  only  waited  to  coil  up  the  cord,  and 
then  continued  onward. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

THE    SCAl!n)INAyiAl!r  BEABS. 

^SxAXLT,  now,"  said  Ivan,  pointing  to  one  of 
the  tracks,  ^if  it  wasn't  that  I  see  the  marks  of 
claws  instead  of  toes,  I  should  fancy  we  were 
tracking  a  man  instead  of  a  bear — some  bare* 
footed  Laplander,  for  instance.  How  very  like 
these  tracks  are  to  those  of  a  human  foot ! " 

"  That  is  quite  true,"  rejoined  Alexis ;  "  there 
is  a  very  remarkable  resemblance  between  the 
footprints  of  the  bear  and  those  of  a  human  being — 
especially  when  the  tracks  have  stood  a  while.  As 
it  is,  now,  you  can  see  clearly  the  marks  of  the 
claws  ;  but  in  a  day  or  two,  when  the  sun  or  the 
rain  has  fallen  upon  the  snow,  and  melted  it  a  little, 
the  claw  marks  will  then  be  filled  up  with  the  thaw, 
and,  losing  their  sharp  outlines,  will  look  much 

more  like  the  tracks  of  toes.    For  that  reason,  an 

* 

old  bear-track  is,  indeed,  as  you  say,  very  like  that 
of  a  human  foot." 
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'*  And  quite  as  large  too  P  " 

"  Quite  as  large :  the  tracks  of  some  kinds  even 
larger  than  those  of  most  men.  As,  for  instance, 
the  white  and  grisly  species — many  individuals  of 
both  having  paws  over  twelve  inches  in  length ! " 

^The  bear  does  not  tread  upon  his  toes  in 
walking,  but  lays  the  whole  sole  of  his  foot  along 
the  ground — does  he  not  P  "  asked  Ivan. 

"  Precisely  so,"  replied  Alexis ;  "  and  henoe  he 
is  termed  a  plantigrade  animal,  to  distinguish  him 
from  those  other  kinds,  as  horses,  oxen,  swine, 
dogs,  cats,  and  so  forth,  that  all,  in  reality,  step 
upon  their  toes." 

"There  are  some  other  plantigrade  animals 
besides  bears  ?  "  said  Ivan,  interrogatively ;  "  our 
badger  and  glutton,  for  instance  ?  " 

"Yes,"  answered  the  naturalist.  "These  are 
plantigrade;  and  for  this  reason  they  have  been 
classed  along  with  the  bears  under  the  general 
name  ursida;  but  in  father's  opinion,  and  mine 
too,"  added  Alexis,  with  a  slight  sparkle  of  scien- 
tific conceit,  "  this  classification  is  altogether  an 
erroneous  one,  and  rests  upon  the  very  insig- 
nificant support  of  the  plantigrade  feet.  In  all 
other  respects  the  different  genera  of  small  ani- 
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mals,  that  haye  thus  been  introduced  into  the 
family  of  the  bears  are,  as  unlike  the  latter  almost 
as  bears  are  to  blue  bottles." 

**  What  animals  have  been  included  in  this 
famUj  ursida?^* 

"  The  European  glutton  and  American  wolve- 
rene (^lo),  the  badgers  of  both  continents,  and 
of  Asia  (meles),  the  raccoon  (procyon),  the  Cape 
ratel  (mellivora),  the  panda  (ailurtis),  the  ben- 
turong  (ictides),  the  coati  (nasua),  the  paradoxure 
{paradoxurwi),  and  even  the  curious  little  teledu 
of  Java  (mydaus).  It  was  Linnaeus  himself  who 
first  entered  these  animals  under  the  heading  of 
hears — at  least,  such  of  them  as  were  known  in 
his  day;  and  the  Erench  anatomist,  Cuvier,  ex- 
tended this  incongruous  list  to  the  others.  To 
distinguish  them  from  the  true  bears,  they  divided 
the  family  into  two  branches — the  ursincp,  or  bears 
properly  so  called,  and  the  suhursina,  or  little 
bears.  Now,  in  my  opinion,"  continued  Alexis, 
**  there  is  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  calling 
these  numerous  species  of  animals  even  *  little 
hears,^  They  are  not  bears  in  any  sense  of  the 
word:  having  scarce  any  other  resemblance  to 
the  noble  Bruin  than  their  plantigrade  feet.     All 
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these  animals — the  Javanese  teledu  excepted — have 
long  tails ;  some  of  them,  in  fact,  being  very  long 
and  very  bushy — a  characteristic  altogether  want- 
ing to  the  bears,  that  can  hardly  be  said  to  have 
tails  at  all.  But  there  are  other  peculiarities 
that  still  more  widely  separate  the  bears  from 
the  so-called  '  little  bears ;'  and  indeed  so  many 
essential  points  of  difference,  that  the  fact  of  their 
being  classed  together  might  easily  be  shown  to 
be  little  better  than  mere  anatomical  nonsense. 
It  is  an  outrage  upon  common  sense,"  continued 
Alexis,  warming  with  his  subject,  "  to  regard  a 
raccoon  as  a  bear, — an  animal  that  is  ten  times 
more  like  a  fox,  and  certainly  far  nearer  to  the 
genus  canis  than  that  of  ursus.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  absurd  to  break  up  the  true 
bears  into  different  genera — as  these  same  ana- 
tomists have  done ;  for  if  there  be  a  family  in  the 
world  the  individual  members  of  which  bear  a  close 
family  likeness  to  one  another,  that  is  the  family 
of  Master  Bruin.  Indeed,  so  like  are  the  different 
species,  that  other  learned  anatomists  have  gone 
to  the  opposite  extreme  of  absurdity,  and  asserted 
that  they  are  all  one  and  the  same  !  However,  we 
shall  see  as  we  become  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
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ferent  members  of  this  distlDguished  family,  in 
what  respects  they  differ  from  each  other,  and  in 
what  thej  are  alike.'' 

^  I  have  heard,"  said  Ivan,  **  that  here,  in 
l^orwaj  and  Lapland,  there  are  two  distinct 
species  of  the  brown  bear,  besides  the  black 
Tariety,  which  is  so  rare ;  and  I  have  also  heard 
say  that  ^  the  hnnters  sometimes  capture  a  variety 
of  a  greyish  colour,  which  they  call  the  *  silver 
bear/     I  think  papa  mentioned  these  facts." 

**  Just  so,"  replied  Alexis ;  ''  it  has  been  the 
belief  among  Swedish  naturalists  that  there  are 
two  species,  or  at  least  permanent  varieties,  of  the 
brown  bear  in  Northern  Europe.  They  have  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  give  them  separate  specific  names. 
One  is  the  urates  arctos  major,  while  the  other  is 
urstis  arctos  minor.  The  former  is  the  larger 
animal — more  fierce  in  its  nature,  and  more  carni- 
vorous in  its  food.  The  other,  or  smaller  kind,  is 
of  a  gentler  disposition — or  at  all  events  more 
timid  —  and  instead  of  preying  upon  oxen  and 
other  domestic  animals,  confines  itself  to  eating 
grubs,  ants,  roots,  berries,  and  vegetable  suIk 
stances.  In  their  colour  there  is  no  perceptible 
difference  between  the  two  supposed  varieties — 
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more  than  may  be  often  found  between  two  indi- 
viduals notedly  of  the  same  kind  ;  and  it  is  only  in 
size  and  habits  that  a  distinction  has  been  ob- 
served. The  latest  and  most  accurate  writers 
upon  this  subject  believe  that  the  great  and  little 
brown  bears  are  not  even  varieties ;  and  that  the 
distinctive  characteristics  are  merely  the  effects  of 
age,  sex,  or  other  accidental  circumstances.  It  is 
but  natural  to  suppose  that  the  younger  bears 
would  not  be  so  carnivorous  as  those  of  greater  age. 
It  is  well  known  that  preying  upon  bther  animals 
and  feeding  upon  their  flesh,  is  not  a  natural 
instinct  of  the  brown  bear  ;  it  is  a  habit  that  has 
its  origin,  first  in  the  scarcity  of  other  food,  but 
which,  once  entered  upon,  soon  develops  itself  into 
a  strong  propensity — almost  equalling  that  of  the 
felidw, 

"  As  to  the  black  bear  being  a  distinct  species, 
that  is  a  question  also  much  debated  among  both 
hunters  and  naturalists.  The  hunters  say  that 
the  fur  of  the  black  European  bear  is  never  of 
that  jetty  blackness  which  characterizes  the  real 
black  beara  of  American  and  Asiatic  countries, 
but  only  a  very  dark  shade  of  brown ;  and  they 
believe  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  the  brown 
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far  itself,  grown  darker  in  old  age.  Certainly 
they  have  reason  for  this  belief:  since  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  brown  bears  do  become  darker 
as  they  grow  older." 

"  Ha ! "  said  Ivan,  with  a  laugh, ''  that  is  just 
the  reverse  with  us.  Look  at  Fouchskin  there ! 
Year  hair  was  once  black,  wasn't  it,  old  Pouchy  P  " 
''  Yes,  Master  Ivan,  black  as  a  crow's  feathers." 
**  And  now  you're  as  grey  as  a  badger.  Some 
day,  before  long — before  we  get  home  again  may  be 
— ^your  moustache,  old  fellow,  will  be  as  white  as 


an  ermine." 
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Yery  like,  master,  very  like — we'll  all  be  a  bit 
older  by  that  time." 

"  Ha !  ha !  ha  ! "  laughed  Ivan ;  "  you're  right 
there,  Pouchy;  but  goon,  brother!"  he  added, 
turning  to  Alexis,  'Met  us  hear  all  about  these 
Scandinavian  bears.  You  have  not  spoken  yet  of 
the  *  silver '  ones." 

"  No,"  said  Alexis ;  "  nor  of  another  kind  that 
is  found  in  these  countries,  and  that  some  natura- 
lists have  elevated  into  a  different  species — the 
*  ringed  bear.' " 

"  You  mean  the  bears  with  a  white  riug  round 
their  necks  ?  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  them  too." 
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"  Just  80,"  rejoined  Alexis. 

"  Well,  brother,  what  do  you  think  ?  Is  it  a 
distinct  species,  or  a  permanent  variety  ?  *' 

"  Neither  one  nor  the  other.  It  is  merely  an 
accidental  marking  which  some  young  individuals 
of  the  brown  bear  chance  to  have,  and  it  scarcely 
ever  remains  beyond  the  age  of  cuhhood.  It  is 
only  very  young  bears  that  are  met  with  of  this 
colour ;  and  the  white  ring  disappears  as  they  get 
older.  It  is  true  that  hunters  now  and  then  meet 
with  an  odd  ringed  bear  of  tolerable  size  and  age ; 
but  all  agree  that  he  is  the  brown  bear,  and  not  a 
distinct  kind.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  ^  sil- 
ver '  bear ;  and  hunters  say  that  in  a  litter  of  three 
cubs  they  have  found  all  three  colours — the  com- 
mon brown,  the  '  ringed,'  and  the  *  silver,' — ^while 
the  old  mother  herself  was  a  true  ursus  arctoB^ 

"  Well,  since  papa  only  binds  us  to  the  brown 
and  black,  it  will  be  a  nice  thing  if  we.  could  fall 
in  with  a  skin  of  the  ringed  and  silver  varieties. 
It  would  please  him  all  the  better.  I  wonder 
now  what  sort  is  this  fellow  wo  are  following  ?  By 
the  size  of  his  tracks  he  must  be  a  wopper  !  " 

"  No  doubt  an  old  male,"  rejoined  Alexis ;  "  but 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  we  shall  soon  be  able  to 
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detennine  that  point.  The  spar  gets  fresber  and 
fresher.  He  must  have  passed  here  but  a  verj 
short  while  ago ;  and  I  should  not  wonder  if  we 
were  to  find  him  in  this  very  ravine." 

"  See ! "  exclaimed  Ivan,  whose  eyes  had  been 
lifted  from  the  trail,  and  bent  impatiently  for- 
ward;— "see!  by  the  great  Peter!  yonder*s  a 
hole,  under  the  root  of  that  tree.  Why  might 
it  not  be  his  cave  ?  " 

"  It  looks  like  enough.  Hush !  let  us  keep  to 
the  trail,  and  go  up  to  it  with  caution — not  a 
word ! " 

All  three,  now  scarce  breathing — lest  the  sound 
should  be  heard — stole  silently  along  the  trail. 
The  fresh-fallen  snow,  still  soft  as  eider-down, 
enabled  them  to  proceed  without  making  the 
slightest  noise  ;  and  without  making  any,  they 
crept  up,  till  within  half-a-dozen  paces  of  the  tree. 

Ivan's  conjecture  was  likely  to  prove  correct. 
There  was  a  line  of  tracks  leading  up  the  bank ; 
and  around  the  orifice  of  the  cavity  the  snow  was 
considerably  trampled  down — as  if  the  bear  had 
turned  himself  two  or  three  times  before  entering. 
That  he  had  entered,  the  hunters  did  not  entertain 
a  doubt :  there  were  no  return  tracks  visible  in  the 
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snow — only  the  single  line  that  led  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  and  this  seemed  to  prove  con- 
lusively  that  Bruin  was  "  at  home." 


■•**■ 


CHAPTEE  IX. 

HTBEBKATION    OF    BEAB8. 

As  already  stated,  it  is  the  custom  of  the  brown 
bear,  as  well  as  of  several  other  species,  to  go  to 
sleep  for  a  period  of  several  months  every  winter, — 
in  other  words,  to  Tiyhemate,  When  about  to  take 
this  long  nap,  the  bear  seeks  for  himself  a  cave 
or  den,  in  which  he  makes  his  bed  with  such 
soft  substances  as  may  be  most  convenient— dry 
leaves,  grass,  moss,  or  rushes.  He  collects  no 
great  store  of  these  however — ^his  thick  matted  fur 
serving  him  alike  for  bed  and  coverlet ;  and  very 
often  he  makes  no  further  ado  about  the  matter 
than  to  creep  into  the  hole  he  has  chosen,  lie  down, 
snugly  couch  his  head  among  the  thickets  of  long 
hair  that  cover  his  hams,  and  thus  go  to  sleep. 
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Some  naturalists  have  asserted  that  this  sleep  is 
a  state  of  torpidity — from  which  the  animal  is  in- 
capable of  awaking  himself  or  of  being  awakened, 
imtil  the  regolar  period  of  indulgence  in  it  may 
have  passed.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case ;  for 
bears  are  ofben  surprised  in  their  sleep,  and  when 
aroused  by  the  hunters  act  just  as  is  usual  with 
them  at  other  times. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  retire- 
ment of  the  bear  into  winter  quarters  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  of  the  same  nature  as  the  hybernation 
of  marmots,  squirrels,  and  other  species  of  rodent 
animals.  These  creatures  merely  shut  themselves 
up  from  the  cold ;  and  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
their  voluntary  imprisonment,  they  have  already 
collected  in  their  cells  a  large  store  of  their  usual 
food.  Bees  and  many  other  insects  do  precisely 
same  thing.  Not  so  with  the  bear.  Whether  it 
be  that  he  is  not  gifted  with  an  instinct  of  provi- 
dence it  is  difficult  to  say ;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
he  lays  up  no  store  for  these  long  dark  days,  but 
goes  to  sleep  without  thought  of  the  morrow. 

How  he  is  maintained  for  several  months  without 
eating  is  one  of  nature's  mysteries.  Every  one 
has  heard  the  absurd  theory :  that  he  does  so  by 
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^*  sucking  his  paws,"  and  the  ingenious  Bufibn  has 
not  only  given  credence  to  this  storj,  but  endea- 
vours to  support  it,  by  stating  that  the  paws  when 
cut  open  yield  a  substance  of  a  milky  nature ! 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  this  story  is  to  be  found 
scattered  all  over  the  world — wherever  bears  hyber- 
nate.  The  people  of  Kamschatka  have  it ;  so  also 
the  Indians,  and  Esquimaux  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory,  and  the  Norwegian  and  Lap  hunters  of 
Europe.  Whence  did  these  widely-distributed 
races  of  men  derive  this  common  idea  of  a  habit 
which,  if  the  story  be  a  true  one,  must  be  common 
to  bears  of  very  different  species  ? 

This  question  can  be  answered.  In  northern 
Europe  the  idea  first  originated — among  the  hunters 
of  Scandinavia.  But  the  odd  story  once  told  was 
too  good  to  bo  lost ;  and  every  traveller,  since  the 
first  te^er  of  it,  has  taken  care  to  embellish  his 
narrative  about  bears  with  this  selfsame  conceit ;  so 
that,  like  the  tale  of  the  Amazon  women  in  South 
America,  the  natives  have  learnt  it  from  the 
travellers,  and  not  the  travellers  from  the  natives  I 

How  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  huge  quadruped, 
vhose  daily  food  would  be  several  pounds  weight 
of  auimal  or  vegetable  matter — a  bear  who  can 
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devour  the  carcass  of  a  calf  at  a  single  meal — 
could  possibly  subsist  for  two  months  on  the  paW' 
milk  which  M.  Buffon  has  described ! 

How  then  can  we  account  for  his  keeping  alive  P 
There  need  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  so.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  during  this  long  sleep  the 
digestive  power  or  process  is  suspended,  or  only 
carried  on  at  a  rate  infinitesimally  small;  that, 
moreover,  life  is  sustained  and  the  blood  kept  in 
action  by  means  of  the  large  amount  of  fat 
which  the  bear  has  collected  previous  to  his 
going  to  bed.  It  is  certain  that,  just  at  their  annual 
hed  time,  bears  are  fatter  than  at  any  other  season 
of  the  year.  The  ripening  of  the  forest  fruits,  and 
the  falling  of  various  seeds  of  mast-worts,  upon 
which,  during  the  autumn,  bears  principally  subsist, 
then  supply  them  with  abundance,  and  nothing 
hinders  them  to  get  fat  and  go  to  sleep  upon  it. 
They  would  have  no  object  in  keeping  awake: 
were  they  to  do  so,  in  those  countries  where  they 
practise  hybernation,  they  would  certaialy  starve, 
for,  the  ground  being  then  frozen  hard,  they  could 
not  dig  for  roots,  and  under  the  deep  covering  of 
snow  they  might  search  in  vain  for  their  masts  and 
berries.    As  to  foraging  on  birds  or  other  quadru- 
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peds,  bears  are  not  fitted  for  that.  They  are  not 
agile  enough  for  such  a  purpose. 

They  will  eat  both  when  they  can  catch  them ; 
but  they  cannot  always  catch  them ;  and  if  they 
had  no  other  resource  in  the  snowy  season  the 
bears  would  certainly  starve.  To  provide  them 
against  this  time  of  scarcity,  nature  has  famished 
them  with  the  singular  power  of  somnolence.  In- 
deed, that  this  is  the  purpose  is  easily  proved.  It 
is  proved  by  the  simple  fact  that  those  bears  be- 
longing to  warm  latitudes,  as  the  Bomean,  Malayan, 
and  even  the  black  American  of  the  Southern 
States,  do  not  hybernate  at  all.  There  is  no  need 
for  them  to  do  so.  Their  unfrozen  forests  furnish 
them  with  food  all  the  year  round ;  and  all  the  year 
round  are  they  seen  roaming  about,  in  search  of  it. 
Even  in  the  Arctic  lands  the  polar  bear  keeps  afoot 
all  the  year;  his  diet  not  being  vegetable,  and 
therefore  not  snowed  up  in  winter.  The  female 
of  this  species  hides  herself  away  ;  but  that  is  done 
for  another  purpose,  and  not  merely  to  save  herself 
from  starvation. 

That  the  stock  of  fat,  which  the  bear  lays  in 
before  goiug  to  sleep,  has  something  to  do  with 
subsisting  him,  is  very  evident  from  the  fact  that  it 
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is  all  gone  by  the  time  he  awakee.  Then  or  shortly 
afterwards,  master  Brain  finds  himself  as  thin  as 
a  rail ;  and  were  he  to  look  in  a  glass  just  then, 
he  would  scarce  recognise  himself,  so  yery  different 
is  his  long  emaciated  carcass  from  that  huge  plump 
round  body,  that  two  months  before  he  could 
scarce  squeeze  through  the  entrance  to  his  care ! 

Another  great  change  comes  over  him  during 
his  prolonged  sleep.  On  going  to  bed,  he  is  not 
only  very  &t,  but  also  very  lazy ;  so  much  so  that 
the  merest  tyro  of  a  hunter  can  then  circumvent 
and  slay  him.  Naturally  a  well-disposed  animal 
— we  are  speaking  only  of  the  brown  bear  {urstts 
aretos)  though  the  remark  will  hold  good  of 
several  other  species — he  is  at  this  period  more 
than  usually  civil  and  sofb-tempered.  He  has  found 
a  sufficiency  of  vegetable  food  which  is  more  con- 
genial to  his  taste  than  animal  substances ;  and  he 
will  not  molest  living  creature  just  then,  if  living 
creature  will  only  let  him  alone.  Aroused  from  his 
sleep,  however,  he  shows  a  different  disposition. 
He  appears  as  if  he  had  got  up  "  wrong  side  fore- 
most." His  head  aches,  his  belly  hungers,  and  he 
is  disposed  to  believe  that  some  one  has  stolen 
upon  him  while  asleep,  and  robbed  him  of  his  suet. 
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Under  tbLi  impremon.  he  issues  fiom  Ids  6mA. 
chamber  in  vejy  ill  homonr  indeed.  This  dis- 
position clings  to  him  for  a  length  of  time;  and 
if  at  this  period^  during  his  morning  rambles^  he 
should  encounter  any  one  who  does  not  get  speedily 
out  of  bis  way,  the  party  thus  meeting  him  will  find 
him  a  very  awkward  customer.  It  is  then  that  he 
makes  Iiayoc  among  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the 
Scandinavian  shepherd — for  he  actually  does  com- 
mit such  ravages — and  even  the  hunter  who  meets 
him  at  this  season  will  do  well  to  "  ware  bear." 

And  so  does  the  hunter ;  and  so  did  Alexis,  and 
Ivan,  and  Pouchskin.  All  three  of  them  were 
well  enough  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the 
bear — their  own  Russinn  bear — to  know  that  they 
should  act  with  caution  in  approaching  him. 

And  in  this  wise  they  acted ;  for  instead  of  rush- 
ing up  to  the  mouth  of  the  hole,  and  making  a 
great  riot,  they  stole  forward  in  perfect  silence,  each 
holding  his  gun  cocked,  and  ready  to  give  Bruin 
a  salute,  the  moment  he  should  show  his  snout 
beyond  the  portals  of  his  den. 

Had  they  not  tracked  him  to  his  cave,  they 
would  have  acted  quite  differently.  Had  thej 
ibund  a  bear*s  den — within  which  they  knew  that 
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the  animal  was  indolgiDg  in  bis  winter  sleep — they 
would  not  have  cared  so  much  how  they  approached 
it.  Then  he  would  have  required  a  good  deal 
of  stirring  up  to  induce  him  to  show  himself,  so 
that  they  could  get  a  shot  at  him ;  but  the  track 
told  them  that  this  one  bad  been  up  and  abroad — 
perhaps  for  several  days — and  as  the  new  snow,  in 
all  likelihood,  had  hindered  him  from  picking  up 
much  to  eat,  be  would  be  as  '^  savage  as  a  meat 
axe." 

Expecting  him  to  spring  out  almost  on  the  in- 
stant, the  three  took  stand  at  some  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  the  cave ;  and,  with  arms  in  readiness^ 
awaited  his  coming  forth. 
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CHAPTEE  X. 

BBTIK     AT     HOHX? 

The  entrance  to  the  cave,  if  caye  it  was;  was  an 
aperture  of  no  great  dimensions  —  ahout  large 
enough  to  admit  the  body  of  a  full-grown  bear, 
and  no  bigger.  It  appeared  to  be  a  hole  or 
burrow,  rather  than  a  cave,  and  ran  under  a  great 
pine  tree,  among  whose  roots,  no  doubt,  was  the 
den  of  the  bear.  The  tree  itself  grew  up  out  of 
the  sloping  bank ;  and  its  great  rhizomes  stretched 
over  a  large  space,  many  of  them  appearing  above 
the  surface  soil.  In  front  of  the  aperture  was 
a  little  ledge,  where  the  snow  was  hacked  by 
the  bear's  paws,  but  below  this  ledge  the  bank 
trended  steeply  down — its  slope  terminating  in 
the  bed  of  deeper  snow  already  described. 

As  stated,  the  three  hunters  had  taken  their 
stand,  but  not  all  together.  Directly  in  front  of 
the  cave  was  Pouchskin,  and  below  it,  of  course, 
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on  account  of  the  sloping  bank.  He  was  some  six 
paces  from  the  aperture.  On  the  right  side  Ivan 
had  been  placed,  while  Alexis  had  passed  on,  and 
now  stood  upon  the  left.  The  three  formed  a  sort 
of  isosceles  triangle,  of  which  Pouchskin  was  the 
apex,  and  the  line  of  the  bank  the  base.  A  per- 
pendicular dropped  from  the  muzzle  of  Pouchskin's 
gun  would  have  entered  the  aperture  of  the  cave. 
Of  course  Pouchskin's  was  the  post  of  danger ;  but 
that  was  to  be  expected. 

They  stood  a  good  while  in  silence.  No  signs 
of  Brain — ^neither  bj  sight  nor  hearing. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  some  stir  should  be 
made — a  noise  of  any  kind,  that  might  bring  the 
beast  forth.  They  coughed  and  talked  loudly,  but 
all  to  no  purpose.  They  shouted  at  length  with 
like  fruitless  result — ^Bruin  would  not  stir ! 

That  he  was  inside  none  of  them  doubted. 
How  could  they  ?  The  tracks  going  to  the  cave, 
and  none  coming  from  it,  set  that  question  at 
rest.  Certainly  he  was  in  his  don  ?  but  whether 
asleep  or  not,  it  was  evident  he  took  no  heed  of 
their  shouting. 

Some  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  get  him 
oat.    He  must  be  stirred  up  with  a  pole !    This 
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was  the  plan  that  suggested  itself,  and  the  one 
determined  upon. 

Pouchskin  started  off  to  procure  a  pole.  The 
others  kept  guard — still  holding  their  guns  in  rea- 
diness, lest  the  bear  might  make  a  rush  in  Pouch- 
skin's  absence.  But  Bruin  had  no  such  intention ; 
nor  was  his  presence  betrayed  by  sight  or  sound, 
until  Pouchskin  came  back.  He  had  cut  a  pole 
with  his  axe,  and  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
select  a  long  one.  A  young  sapling  it  was,  that 
when  cleared  of  its  branches  appeared  as  long  as 
a  hop-pole.  Pouchskin  knew  the  advantage  of 
its  length.  He  had  no  particular  wish  to  come  to 
close  quarters  with  the  bear. 

Creeping  back  pretty  nearly  into  his  old  place,  he 
inserted  the  end  of  the  sapling  into  the  aperture — 
then  rattled  it  against  the  sides,  and  waited  a  bit. 

No  response  from  Bruin ! 

Once  more  the  pole  was  pushed  in,  this  time  a 
little  further,  and  again  accompanied  with  similar 
noisy  demonstrations.  Bruin  neither  moves  nor 
makes  sound ! 

"  He  must  be  asleep !  Try  a  little  further, 
Pouchskin!" 

This  suggestion  came  from  the  impatient  Ivan* 
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Encouraged  bj  the  words  of  bis  young  master, 
Poucb^un  approacbed  nearer  to  the  aperture,  and 
buried  half  of  the  pole  inside.  lie  then  turned 
the  stick  and  poked  it  all  about,  but  could  touch 
nothing  that  felt  like  a  bear.  Growing  more 
confident,  he  crept  yet  nearer,  and  pushed  the 
pole  up  till  he  could  touch  the  bottom  of 
the  cave — once  more  feeling  with  its  point  in 
all  directions,  against  the  further  end,  along  the 
sides,  upwards  and  downwards,  and  everywhere. 
Still  he  touched  nothing  soft — nothing  that  felt  as 
the  shaggy  hide  of  a  bear  should  do — nothing,  in 
fact,  but  hard  rocks,  against  which  the  stick  could 
be  heard  rattling  wherever  he  pushed  it ! 

This  was  very  mysterious.  Pouchskin  was  an 
old  bear  hunter.  He  had  poked  his  pole  into 
many  a  burrow  of  Bruin,  and  he  knew  well 
enough  when  he  had  touched  bottom.  He 
could  tell  moreover  that  the  cave  he  was  now 
exploring  was  all  in  one  piece — a  single-roomed 
house.  Had  there  been  any  second  or  inner  chamber 
he  would  have  found  the  aperture  that  led  to  it ; 
but  there  appeared  to  be  none. 

To  make  sure  of  this,  he  now  approached  quite 
near  to  the  entrance,  and  continued  to  guage  the 
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cavity  with  his  stick.  Alexis  and  Ivan  also  drew 
near — one  on  each  side  of  him — and  the  explora- 
tion continued. 

In  a  short  while,  however,  Fouchskin  became 
nearly  satisfied  that  there  was  no  hear  in  the  den  ! 
He  had  groped  with  his  stick  all  round  and  round 
it,  and  had  come  in  contact  with  nothing  softer  than 
a  rock  or  a  root  of  the  tree.  As  a  last  resource  he 
lay  down  on  the  ground  to  listen — placing  his  ear 
close  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave ;  and,  cautioning 
his  young  masters  to  keep  silent,  in  this  position 
he  remained  for  some  seconds  of  time. 

Perhaps  it  was  fortunate  for  them,  if  not  for 
him,  that  they  attended  to  his  caution.  Their 
silence  enabled  them  to  hear  what  Pouchskin 
could  not — placed  as  he  now  was — and  that  was  a 
sound  that  caused  the  young  bear-hunters  to  start 
back  and  look  upwards,  instead  of  into  the  cave. 

As  they  did  so,  a  sight  met  their  eyes  that  drew 
from  both  a  simultaneous  cry,  while  both  at  the 
same  instant  retreated  several  paces  from  the  spot, 
elevating  their  guns  as  they  went  backward. 

Slowly  moving  down  the  trunk  of  the  great 
pine-tree  appeared  an  animal  of  enormous  size. 
Had  they  not  been  expecting  something  of  the 
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kind  neither  could  have  told  that  this  moving 
ohject  was  an  animal :  since  at  first  sight  neither 
a  head  nor  limbs  could  be  distinguished — onlj  an 
immense  shapeless  mass  of  brown  shaggy  hair. 

The  instant  after  a  huge  hairy  limb  was  pro- 
truded below,  and  then  another  both  terminating 
in  broad  ungulated  paws,  that  in  succession  griped 
the  rough  bark  of  the  tree,  causing  it  to  rattle  and 
scale  off. 

Singular  as  its  shape  was  there  was  no  mis- 
taking the  animal  that  was  making  this  retrograde 
movement.  It  was  Bruin  himself,  descending  the 
tree  buttocks  downward ! 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

HAITI)      TO      HAND. 

Alexis  and  Ivan,  as  tbcy  started  back,  simultane-^ 
ously  screamed  oat  a  shout  of  warning  to  Pouch* 
skin.  Both,  almost  at  the  same  instant,  raised 
their  guns,  and  fired  into  the  buttocks  of  the  bear. 

Pouchskin  had  heard  their  cries,  but  not  the 
preliminary  "  sniff"  which  the  animal  had  uttered : 
he  had  been  too  eager  in  listening  inside  of  the 
cave,  to  hear  aught  that  was  passing  without. 
He  heard  their  warning  cry  however,  and  the 
reports  of  their  guns ;  but  not  in  time  to  get  out  of 
the  way.  Just  as  the  shots  were  fired,  he  had  half 
risen  from  his  recumbent  attitude  ;  but  the  bear  at 
that  moment  dropped  down  from  the  tree,  and 
coming  "  cchtliump  "  on  the  back  of  the  old  guards- 
man, once  more  flattened  him  out  upon  his  face ! 

Perhaps  it  would  have  been  as  well  for  Pouch- 
skin,  if  he  had  quietly  remained  in  that  attitude : 
for  the  bear  had  already  turned  from  him,  and 
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showed  signs  of  an  intention  to  retreat;  but 
Fouebskin,  deeming  that  be  was  in  tbe  worst 
position  be  could  well  be  in,  scrambled  suddenly  to 
his  feet,  and  made  a  "  grab  "  at  bis  gun. 

This  show  of  fight  on  the  part  of  his  antagonist 
— and  tbe  belief,  perhaps,  that  it  was  Fouchskin 
that  bad  so  rudely  tickled  bis  posteriors — roused 
the  fury  of  the  bear ;  and  instead  of  exposing  his 
hind  quarters  to  a  second  assault,  he  charged  mouth 
open  upon  the  ex-guardsman.  By  this  time,  the 
latter  bad  recovered  his  gun,  and  promptly  brought 
the  piece  to  his  shoulder;  but, alas!  the  gun  snapped! 
The  lock  bad  been  wetted  in  the  snow-trap.  It  was 
a  flint  lock,  and  the  priming  had  got  damped. 

The  failure  only  increased  the  fury  of  the 
animal ;  and  a  charge  of  swan-shot,  which  Ivan  at 
the  same  instant  fired  from  his  second  barrel,  still 
further  irritated  him. 

Pouchskin  drew  his  long-bladed  knife.  It  was 
the  only  weapon  he  could  lay  his  hand  upon,  for 
the  axe,  which  might  have  served  him  better,  had 
been  left  above  on  the  bank,  where  he  had  lopped 
tbe  sapling. 

He  drew  his  knife,  therefore,  and  prepared  to 
defend  himself  in  a  hand  to  paio  struggle. 
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He  might  still  have  retreated,  though  not  with 
a  certainty  of  safety — for  in  the  hurry  of  the 
moment  the  bear  had  got  on  the  bank  above  him ; 
and  had  he  turned  his  back,  the  fierce  quadruped 
might  have  overtaken,  and  knocked  him  down  at 
his  will.  Pouchskin  thought  it  better  to  face  the 
bear,  and  receive  his  onslaught  at  arm's  length. 

There  was  but  one  way  in  which  he  could  have 
retreated,  and  that  was  backward  down  the 
slope.  He  might  make  ground  in  that  direction ; 
and  it  occurred  to  him  to  do  so,  in  order  to  get 
footing  on  a  more  level  surface. 

The  bear  having  paused  a  mom^at  to  bite  the 
place  where  the  rifle  bullet  had  stung  him,  gave . 
Pouchskin  time  to  gain  some  ground  back- 
wards; but  only  a  few  paces — since  the  whole 
affair  did  not  occupy  a  tenth  of  the  time  taken  in 
describing  it. 

Just  as  Pouchskin  had  reached  the  bottom  of 
the  slope,  his  angry  assailant,  with  a  terrific 
growl,  rushed  forth  from  the  smoke,  and  galloped 
directly  towards  him.  "When  about  three  feet 
distant  from  the  hunter,  Bruin  reared  upon  his 
hind  legs,  in  the  attitude  of  a  prize-fighter ! 

Pouchskin  was  seen  to  lunge  forward  with  his 
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r^[fat  arm — the  one  which  carried  his  knife ;  and, 
the  moment  after,  both  man  and  beast  appeared 
ckMied  together, ''  in  grips." 

In  this  fashion  thej  went  waltzing  over  the 
snow,  the  spray  of  which  rose  in  a  dond  around 
them;  and  for  a  while  they  were  seen  only  as 
one  dark  upright  form,  in  confused  and  violent 
motioa! 

Ivan  was  uttering  cries  of  fear — ^fear  for  the 
safety  of  his  dearly-loved  Foucfaskin ;  while  Alexis, 
more  cool,  was  rapidly  reloading  his  rifle, — knowing 
that  the  surest  means  of  saving  the  life  of  their 
Mthful  attendant,  was  to  encompass  the  death  of 
the  bear. 

It  was  a  moment  of  real  peril  for  Fouchskin. 
The  bear  was  one  of  the  largest  and  fiercest  he 
had  ever  encountered ;  and,  perhaps,  had  he 
examined  the  brute  more  minutely  before  the 
conflict  commenced,  he  would  have  thought  twice 
before  facing  him.  But  the  smoke  from  the  guns 
was  still  over  and  around  the  spot,  hanging  upon 
the  damp  air.  Up  to  the  time  when  Fouchskin 
resolved  to  make  stand,  he  had  not  yet  had  a  clear 
view  of  his  shaggy  antagonist.  When  at  length 
he  perceived  the  formidable   proportions  of  the 
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animal,  it  was  too  late  to  retreat ;  and  the  struggle 
began  as  described. 

In  brief  time  Alexis— who  at  loading  was  quick 
as  a  tirailleur — had  recharged  his  piece,  and  was 
now  hastening  up  to  the  rescue. 

Without  going  quite  close  he  dared  not  fire :  for 
in  the  way  that  man  and  bear  were  dancing 
about,  there  would  be  as  much  danger  of  killing 
the  one  as  the  other. 

All  at  once,  however,  they  appeared  to  separate. 
Pouchskin  had  torn  himself  out  of  the  bear's 
clutches,  and,  evidently  disinclined  to  a  renewal 
of  the  embrace,  was  retreating  backward,  over  the 
snow,  still  hotly  pursued  by  the  animal. 

At  this  moment  Alexis  would  have  fired  ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  direction  in  which  Pouch  skin 
was  going,  kept  his  body  nearly  in  a  line  with  that 
of  the  animal ;  and  Alexis  could  not  fire  without 
danger  of  hitting  him. 

The  chase  led  across  the  ravine,  and  of  course 
over  the  bed  of  snow.  The  pursued  was  doing  his 
best  to  escape.  But  the  pursuer  had  the  advantage 
— for  while  the  man  was  breaking  through  at  every 
step,  the  broad-pawed  quadruped  glided  over  the 
frozen  crust  without  siuking  an  inch. 
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Pouchskin  had  got  a  little  the  start,  bat  his 
pursuer  was  fast  gaining  upon  him.  Once  or 
twice,  indeed,  the  bear  was  close  enough  to  touch 
Pouchskin's  skirts  with  his  extended  snout ;  but 
the  necessity  of  rearing  up,  before  making  a  stroke 
with  his  paw,  required  him  to  get  still  nearer,  and 
Bruin  knew  that. 

He  had,  however,  got  near  enough  even  for 
this ;  and  had  risen  on  his  hind  feet,  with  the 
intention  of  clawing  down  his  victim.  Ivan  and 
Alexis  simultaneously  uttered  a  cry  of  dismay; 
but  before  the  dangerous  stroke  could  descend,  he 
for  whom  it  was  intended  had  sunk  out  of  sight ! 

At  first,  the  young  hunters  believed  the  blow  had 
been  struck,  and  that  Pouchskin  had  fallen  pros- 
trate under  it.  They  saw  the  bear  spring  forward 
as  if  to  cover  the  fallen  man ;  but  the  next  mo- 
ment their  terror  was  mingled  with  astonishment 
on  seeing,  or  rather  not  seeing,  either  man  or  bear : 
both  had  suddenly  disappeared ! 
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When  within  about  three  paces  of  the  broken 
edge,  an  object  came  under  his  eyes,  that  caused 
him  to  halt  in  his  track.  That  object  was  the 
snout  of  the  bear,  that  was  projected  upward 
above  the  surfece  of  the  snow.  The  eyes  of  the 
animal  were  not  visible,  nor  any  other  part  of  it, 
except  the  aforesaid  snout,  and  about  six  inches 
of  the  muzzle. 

The  thought  instantly  occurred  to  Alexis,  that 
the  bear  had  reared  upon  his  hind  feet,  and  was 
endeavouring  to  clamber  out ;  and  this  was  true 
enough,  for  the  instant  after,  he  was  seen  to 
spring  perpendicularly  upward,  until  his  whole 
head  and  part  of  his  neck  became  visible.  Only 
for  an  instant,  however ;  for  Bruin,  who  now  ap- 
peared to  be  playing  Jack-in-the-box,  sank  once 
more  out  of  sight,  snout  and  all. 

The  youDg  hunter  was  just  regretting  that  he 
had  not  taken  a  snap  shot  at  the  animal's  head ; 
but  before  ten  seconds  of  time  had  elapsed,  the 
snout  was  again  popped  up  by  the  edge  of  the  hole. 
In  all  probability  the  bear  would  make  a  second 
attempt  to  spring  out. 

Alexis  was  therefore  waiting  till  the  whole 
head  should  show  itself;  but  quick  as  a  flash  of 
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iigbtning,  it  occurred  to  lum  that  the  brute  might 
at  the  second  effort  succeed  in  reaching  the 
surface  of  the  snow,  and  then  he  would  himself  be 
in  danger.  To  avoid  this  contingency,  he  resolved 
to  fire  at  once ;  not  at  the  snout,  for,  although  ho 
could  not  have  failed  to  send  his  bullet  through 
it,  he  knew  that  that  would  not  kill  the  bear,  but 
only  render  him  more  desperately  furious,  if  such 
a  thing  had  been  possible. 

It  was  the  bear's  skull  he  meant  to  take  aim  at. 
From  the  position  of  the  animal's  snout,  of  course 
he  could  tell  exactly  where  the  head  must  be, 
tbough  he  could  not  see  it. 

Had  Alexia  been  an  unskilled  marksman,  he 
would  have  stood  his  ground ;  and,  guessing  the 
position  of  the  bear's  head,  would  have  fired  at  it 
through  the  snow.  But  he  did  not  act  in  this 
manner.  He  had  scientific  knowledge  sufficient  to 
tell  him  that  his  bullet,  sent  in  a  slanting  direction, 
might  glance  off"  the  frozen  crust,  and  miss  the  mark 
altogether.  To  ensure  its  direction,  therefore,  he 
instantly  glided  two  steps  forward,  poked  the 
barrel  of  his  piece  through  the  snow,  until  the 
muzzle  almost  touched  the  head  of  the  bear — and 
then  fired  I 
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For  some  Beconds  he  saw  notbing.  The  aiiM^ 
of  the  gunpowder,  as  well  as  the  snow-dost  blown 
up  before  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  formed  a  dense 
cloud  over  the  spot.  But  though  Alexis  could  not 
see  the  effect  of  his  shot,  he  could  tell  bj  what  he 
heard  that  his  bullet  had  done  good  work.  A  loud 
''  swattering  **  at  the  bottom  of  the  hole  proclaimed 
that  the  bear  was  struggling  in  the  water ;  while 
his  piteous  whines  and  faint  grunting  told  that  his 
fierce  strength  was  fast  passing  away. 

As  soon  as  the  smoke  had  cleared  off,  Alexis 
upon  his  knees  crept  forward  to  the  edge,  and 
looked  over  it.  There  was  blood  upon  the  snow  ; 
the  side  against  which  the  bear  had  stood  was 
crimsoned  with  streams  of  it ;  and  below,  in  the 
water,  among  the  clumps  of  broken  snow-crust, 
appeared  a  dark  brown  mass,  which  Alexis  knew  to 
be  the  body  of  the  animal. 

It  was  still  in  motion ;  but  as  it  was  in  a  prostrate 
attitude,  and  making  only  feeble  efforts,  the  young 
hunter  knew  that  the  life  was  nearly  out  of  it. 

It  was  not  this  that  was  now  causing  him  to 
look  down  with  such  an  anxious  and  troubled 
countenance.  It  was  his  apprehensions  for  Pouch- 
skin.     Where   was   he?     At  the   bottom  of  the 
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orateivlike  pit  Alexis  could  soe  the  body  of  the 
animal,  bat  nothing  of  a  man — neither  arms,  legs, 
nor  body.  Gould  he  be  under  the  bear,  concealed 
by  the  shaggy  hair  ?  Was  he  hidden  under  the 
black  wat^  that  filled  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  ? — 
or,  horrible  thought!  was  he  dead,  and  had  his 
body  been  carried  off  by  the  current  that  rushed 
rapidly  und^  the  snow  P 

This  was  not  improbable,  for  Alexis  could  see 
that  there  was  a  sort  of  arched  tunnel  between  the 
snow  and  the  water,  quite  large  enough  to  have 
admitted  the  body  of  a  man  ! 

In  agony  he  cried  out,  calling  Pouchskin  by 
name.  He  was  repeating  his  despairing  invocation, 
when  all  at  once  t,  loud  laugh  echoed  in  his  ears, 
uttered  close  behind  him.  In  the  laughter  he 
recognised  the  voice  of  Ivan. 

Alexis  suddenly  leaped  to  his  feet,  wondering 
what  on  earth  could  be  the  cause  of  this  ill-timed 
merriment.  He  turned  towards  Ivan  with  the  in- 
tention of  chiding  him ;  but  at  that  moment  an 
object  fell  under  his  eye,  that  hindered  him  from 
carrying  his  intention  into  effect.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  sight  he  saw  caused  him  such  joy,  that 
he  could  not  restrain  himself  from  joining  Ivan  in 
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his  laughter.  No  wonder.  The  sight  was  odd 
enough  to  have  drawn  a  smile  from  a  dying  man. 
A  spectacle  more  ludicrous  could  scarce  have  been 
•conceived. 

A  little  further  down  the  ravine,  and  about  ten 
paces  from  where  the  boys  were  standing,  an  ob- 
ject was  seen  protruding  above  the  snow.  It  was 
about  ten  inches  in  vertical  diameter,  something 
less  horizontally,  and  of  a  roundish  or  oval  shape. 
In  colour  it  was  almost  white  as  the  snow  itself: 
for,  indeed,  it  was  sprinkled  over  with  this  mate- 
rial out  of  the  bosom  of  which  it  had  just  emerged. 
A  stranger  coming  upon  the  ground  might  have 
been  sorely  puzzled  to  make  out  what  it  was ;  but 
not  so  Ivan,  who,  on  first  beholding  it,  as  it 
popped  upward  through  the  frozen  crust,  recog- 
nized it  as  the  head  of  Pouchskin.  Alexis  also 
made  it  out  at  the  first  glance ;  and  it  was  the 
comic  twinkle  of  Pouchskin's  eyes — denoting  that 
no  great  damage  had  happened  to  him — that  led 
Alexis  to  join  his  brother  in  the  laughter. 

Their  merriment,  however,  was  of  short  con- 
tinuance— only  an  involuntary  burst,  for  a  moment's 
reflection  told  them  that  Pouchskin,  although  they 
saw  him  alive,  might  nevertheless  have  sustained 
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some  serious  iDJurj ;  and  both  at  the  thought 
hastened  up  towards  the  head. 

On  getting  close  to  it,  however,  Ivan  was  unable 
to  control  himself,  and  once  more  gave  way  to  a  fit 
of  involuntary  laughter.  The  head  of  the  old  guards- 
man, standing  up  like  a  sphinx  above  the  frozen 
surface, — his  grizzled  hair  powdered  all  over  with 
snow  like  the  poll  of  some  grand  flunkey, — his  loDg 
moustache  loaded  with  it, — his  eyes  sparkling  and 
twinkling,  and  his  features  set  in  a  serio-comic 
expression, — all  combined  to  form  a  picture  that  it 
was  difficult  to  contemplate  with  seriousness. 

Alexis,  however,  anxious  to  ascertain  as  to 
whether  Pouchskin  had  received  any  dangerous 
wound,  did  not  this  time  join  in  his  brother's 
mirth  ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  came  near  enough,  his 
inquiries  were  directed  to  that  end. 

"  Ouly  scratched  a  bit,  masters  !"  answered  the 
old  guardsman, — "  only  scratched  a  bit — nothing 
much ;  but  the  bear — the  bear !.  where  has  the 
brute  gone  ?" 

"  To  his  long  home,"  answered  Alexis ;  "  you  need 
be  under  no  further  apprehension  about  hira.  I 
think  your  knife  must  have  well-nigh  settled  his 
account,  for  he  was  unable  to  get  out  of  the  hole 
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agaia ;  but,  forfninately,  I  have  finished  him  with  a 
bullet,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  haul  his  carcass 
up  and  take  the  skin  off  it.  Eirst,  however,  let  us 
endeavour  to  extricate  you,  my  good  Pouchskin ; 
and  then  you  can  tell  us  by  what  means  you  have 
managed  to  make  an  escape  that  certainly  appears 
miraculous!" 

So  saying,  Alexis,  assisted  by  Ivan,  commenced 
digging  away  the  hard  crust  that  surrounded  the 
neck  of  Pouchskin ;  and  kept  on  at  it,  until  they 
had  uncovered  his  shoulders.  Then  seizing  him  by 
the  arms — one  on  each  side — they  drew  him  up,  till 
his  feet  once  more  rested  on  the  surface  of  the 
snow. 
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CHAPTEE  XIII. 

A,     STTBKIYEAIT     ESOAPB. 

FoiTCHSEiir  proceeded  to  describe  the  manner  of 
bis  escape — his  young  masters  listening  to  him 
with  great  interest — ^although  they  already  guessed 
pretty  nearly  how  it  had  been  accomplished.  Still 
there  were  some  points  not  so  clear  to  them,  which 
the  old  guardsman  detailed. 

In  the  first  place,  he  had  retreated  from  the  bear, 
not  because  he  believed  himself  vanquished,  but 
because  he  had  lost  his  knife.  Its  handle,  wet 
with  blood,  had  slipped  &om  his  grasp ;  and  he 
could  not  tell  what  had  become  of  it!  Finding 
himself  unarmed,  of  course  his  next  thought  was 
to  get  out  of  Bruin's  way,  for  what  could  an 
unarmed  man  do  in  the  embrace  of  a  bear — and 
such  a  bear  ? 

He  then  turned  and  ran ;  but  he  had  quite  for- 
gotten the  dangerous  character  of  the  snow-bed — 
the  bridge  that  had  refused  to  carry  him  before ; 
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though,  indeed,  over  it  was  the  only  direction  ho 
could  have  taken.  Had  he  attempted  to  run  to  the 
right  or  left,  his  course  must  have  heen  up-hill ;  and 
the  bear  would  have  been  certain  to  overhaul  him  in 
a  couple  of  leaps.  After  all,  he  had  taken  the  proper 
direction  ;  and,  as  it  proved  in  the  end,  his  break- 
ing through  was  the  most  fortunate  accident  that 
could  possibly  have  happened  to  him.  Had  it 
not  chanced  so,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
fallen  into  the  clutcl^s  of  the  bear,  and  been  torn 
to  shreds  by  the  infuriated  animal. 

Well,  on  touching  bottom,  he  felt  the  water 
among  his  feet,  and  just  then  remembered  how  it 
had  been  before.  He  remembered  the  hollow  arch- 
way under  the  snow,  and,  seeing  the  bear  above,  and 
in  the  act  of  being  precipitated  on  top  of  him,  he 
suddenly  ducked  his  head,  and  pushed  himself 
into  the  tunnel.  He  could  feel  the  bear  falling 
upon  him  behind,  and  the  weight  of  the  animal's 
body,  as  it  was  precipitated  downwards,  forced  him 
still  further  under  the  snow-bridge. 

Once  in,  he  continued  on  down  the  stream,  work- 
ing both  with  head  and  arms,  and  clearing  a  space 
that  would  allow  his  body  to  pass.  The  soft  snow 
was  easily  pressed  out  of  the  way ;  and,  after  going 
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as  far  as  he  deemed  necessaiy,  he  turned  to  the 
right,  and  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  surface. 

It  was  while  he  was  thus  engaged  that  Alexis 
had  been  squaring  accounts  with  the  bear.  Tho 
fierce  creature  had  not  followed  Pouchskin  under 
the  snow.  In  all  probability,  his  sudden  '^  souse  " 
into  the  water  had  astonished  Bruin  himself; — ^from 
that  moment  all  his  thoughts  were  to  provide  for 
his  own  safety,  and,  with  this  intention,  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  get  back  to  the  surface  of  the  snow- 
drift, when  Al6xis  first  caught  sight  of  his  snout. 

At  the  moment  that  Alexis  fired  the  final  shot, 
or  just  a  little  after  it,  Pouchskin  had  popped 
np  his  head  through  the  congealed  crust  of  the 
snow,  and  elicited  from  Ivan  those  peals  of 
laughter  that  had  so  much  astonished  his  brother. 

Pouchskin,  however,  had  not  come  unscathed 
out  of  the  "scrimmage."  On  examining  tho  old 
guardsman,  it  was  found  that  the  bear  had  clawed 
him  severely;  and  a  piece  of  skin,  of  several  inches 
square  was  peeled  from  his  left  shoulder.  The  flesh, 
too,  was  rather  badly  lacerated. 

Alexis  was  not  without  some  surgical  skill ;  and, 
without  sufieriqg  a  moment  to  be  lost,  he  dressed 
the  wound  in  the  best  manner  possible  under  the 

IT 


9S  BBTJIK. 

circumstances.  A  clean  handkerchief,  which  Ivan 
chanced  to  have,  served  as  a  covering  for  the  scar ; 
and  this  being  tied  on  securely,  with  a  strip  torn 
from  the  sleeve  of  Pouchskin'a  own  shirt,  left  the 
wounded  guardsman  in  a  condition  to  recover,  as 
soon  as  it  might  please  nature  to  permit.  Nothing 
more  could  have  been  done  by  the  moat  '^  skilful 
practitioner.'* 

Their  next  business  was  to  look  after  the  bear. 
On  going  back  to  the  hole,  and,  gazing  into  it,  the 
animal,  as  Alexis  had  anticipated,  was  quite  dead; 
and  the  water,  partially  dammed  up  by  the  huge 
carcass,  was  flowing  over  it. 

Ivan,  who  had  hitherto  done  least  of  all  to 
secure  the  prize,  now  became  the  most  active  of 
the  three ;  and,  leaping  down  upon  the  body  of  the 
great  brute,  he  looped  the  rope  around  one  of  its 
hind  legs,  and  then  stood  on  one  side  to  help  the 
rest  iu  raising  it  upward. 

Alexis  and  Pouchskin  commenced  hauling  <m 
the  other  end  of  the  rope,  and  the  vast  mass 
slowly  ascended  upward,  Ivan  pushing  from  below, 
and  guiding  it  past  the  inequalities  of  the  snow. 
It  would  have  been  a  difi*erent  sort  of  m  task, 
to  have  hauled  Bruin  oat  of  such  a  hole  three 
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morafchs  earlier  in  the  season ;  that  is,  about  the 
time  he  had  lain  down  for  his  winter  fiesta.  Then 
he  would  have  turned  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds 
upon  the  scales,  whereas  at  this  time  he  was  not 
more  than  half  the  weight.  His  skin,  however, 
was  in  just  as  good  condition  as  if  he  had  been 
&t ;  and  it  was  this,  and  not  his  carcass,  that  our 
hunters  eared  for. 

After  some  tough  pulling,  accompanied  by  a 
good  deal  of  shouting  from  Ivan  at  the  bottom 
of  the  hole,  the  huge  carcass  was  dragged  forth, 
and  laj  at  foil  length  along  the  frozen  snow*. 
It  was  still  necessary  to  raise  ifc  to  the  branch 
of  a  tree,  in  order  that  it  might  be  skinned 
in  a  proper  manner.  This  however,  could  be 
easily  accomplished  by  means  of  the  rope. 

Tip  to  this  time  Poachskin  had  been  puzzled 
about  the  loss  of  his  knife.  Everywhere  he  looked 
for  it ;  but  it  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  All  the 
surface  over  which  he  had  danced  with  the  bear 
was  carefully  examined,  and  the  snow  scraped 
up  to  the  depth  of  several  inches.  There  was 
the  blood  of  the  bear,  and  some  of  Pouchskin's 
own  too,  but  no  knife !  Could  it  have  got  into 
the  water?     No.     Pouchskin  declared  that  he 
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had  dropped  it  near  the  edge  of  the  enow-bed: 
for  this  accident,  as  abeady  stated,  had  been  the 
cause  of  his  retreat  &om  the  conflict. 

It  was  only  when  the  great  carcass  was  being 
hauled  up  to  the  branch,  that  the  lost  knife  made 
its  appearance.  Then,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
young  hunters,  as  well  as  to  Pouchskin  himself, 
the  knife  was  seen  sticking  in  the  shoulder  of  the 
bear !  There  it  had  been  when  the  hafb  slipped 
£rom  his  hands,  and  there  had  it  remained.  No 
doubt  that  stab  would  have  given  the  bear  his 
jdeath-blow ;  but  still  more  fatal  had  been  the 
bullet  from  the  rifle  of  Alexis,  which  had  passed 
through  Bruin's  brain,  crushing  his  skull  like  a 
shell ! 

The  skinning  of  the  animal  was  accomplished 
with  great  care ;  for  the  coat  was  one  of  the 
finest,  and  the  boys  knew  with  what  interest  it 
would  be  regarded  on  its  arrival  at  the  palace 
Grodonoft*.  They  spared  no  pains,  therefore,  in 
removing  it  from  the  carcass ;  and  after  the  work 
was  finished,  it  was  neatly  folded  up,  tied  with  the 
rope,  and  placed  like  a  knapsack  on  Pouchskin's 
shoulders. 

Of  the  carcass  they  took  no  heed ;  but  leaving 
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it  to  the  wolves,  tbe  gluttons,  or  any  other  car« 
niyorous  creatures  that  might  chance  to  straj  that 
waj,  they  turned  back  up  the  ravine ;  and,  striking 
off  on  a  path  that  led  towards  the  tent  of  the 
Laplander,  reached  their  smokj  quarters  in  good 
time  for  dinner. 


■•o*- 


CHAPTEE     XIV. 

BIKGIKa  THB   BEAB. 

The  bear  thus  killed  was  the  true  urstts  arctos, 
or  brown  bear — the  latter  name  being  given 
to  him  from  the  colour  of  his  fur,  which,  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred,  is  a 
uniform  brown.  The  name,  however,  is  not  ap- 
propriate, since  there  are  other  brown  bears 
belonging  to  very  different  species. 

Having  secured  his  robe,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
next  care  of  our  hunters  was  to  obtain  a  skin  from 
the  body  of  his  black  brother.  They  were  well  aware 
that  this  would  not  be  so  easy  of  accomplishment, 
from  the  simple  fact,  that  the  ursm  niger^  or  "  Euro- 
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p^aa  hl&ok  bear,"  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  animals— 
indeed,  tso  few  of  them  are  obtained,  that  out  of 
a  tjiottsand  skins  of  the  European  b^r  that  pass 
tJiBOUgb  tlxe  bands  of  tbe  furriers,  not  more  than 
two  pi;  three  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  black  variety. 

It  is  true  that  they  were  just  in  the  country 
where  they  would  be  most  likely  to  fall  in  with 
one;  for  it  is  only  in. the  northern  zone  of  Europe 
(and  Asia  also)  where  the  black  ones  are  found. 
This  variety  is  not  encountered  in  the  southern 
ranges  of  mountfiins  in  the  Alps,  Pyrenees,  and 
Carpathians.  Whether  this  black  bear  is  a 
distinct  specieSl  *was  not  a  question  with  them. 
They  knew  that  by  most  naturalists  he  is  recog- 
nised as  a  variety — by  some  a  permanent  one.  It 
was  therefore  certainly  included  in  the  conditions 
of  their  father's  letter ;  and  a  skin  must  be  procured 
coUte  qui  coilie.  This  done,  they  would  have  no 
further  business  in  Lapland,  but  might  proceed  at 
once  to  the  Pyrenees. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  procure  skins  of  the 
grey  or  silver  bear,  nor  that  with  the  white  ring 
round  its  neck — known  as  the  ringed  or  collared 
bear.  As  Alexia  had  said,  it  is  acknowledged  by  all 
who  know  the  ursus  arctos  in  his  native  haunts,  that 
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these  ttre  more  accidental  varieties.  The  true 
^^  collared  bear'*  (ursus  collaria)  is  not  found  in 
Iif^land,  —  onlj  in  northern  Asia  and  Kams- 
cliaika,  and  it  ia  he  that  is  known  as  the  '*  Siberian 
bear."  The  boys  therefore  were  not  "  bound"  by 
their  covenant  to  procure  these  varieties  ;  but  for 
all  t^t,  they  were  gratified  at  going  beyond  the 
strict  letter  of  their  agreement,  which  good  luck 
enabled  them  to  do ;  for  while  scouring  the  country 
in  search  of  the  urtus  niger,  they  chanced  upon 
another  brown  bear,  a  female,  with  three  cubs, 
one  of  which  was  brown,  like  the  mother;  the 
second  had  the  white  ring  round  its  neck,  and  the 
third  was  as  grey  as  a  little  badger !  All  four  were 
taken ;  and  the  young  hunters  not  only  had  the 
gratification  of  being  able  to  send  the  different 
varieties  of  skins  to  tiieir  father's  museum,  but  an 
additional  satisfaction  was  afforded  to  Alexis,  the 
naturalist,  by  this  grand  family  capture.  It  proved 
incontestably,  what  he  already  suspected,  and  what, 
moreover,  the  native  peasants  and  hunters  had  told 
him,  that  the  "silver"  and  "ringed"  bears  were 
identical  with  the  urstts  arctos. 

Notwithstanding  their  joy  at  the  capture  of  the 
old  she  and  her  particoloured  pets,  they  were  yet 


104  .  BEUIN, 

very  anxious  about  the  black  bear.  They  had 
hunted  all  the  forests  and  mountains  for  miles 
around,  and  had  even  succeeded  in  killing  several 
other  specimens  of  "  Brownie,"  but  no  "  Blackie  " 
was  to  be  met  with. 

It  had  now  got  known  among  the  native  hunters 
what  they  were  in  search  of;  and,  as  they  had' 
offered  a  liberal  reward  to  any  one  who  could 
guide  them  to  the  haunt  or  den  of  a  real  black 
bear,  it  was  not  unlikely  they  should  soon  hear 
of  one. 

In  this  expectation  they  were  not  deceived. 
About  a  week  after  the  offer  had  been  proclaimed, 
a  [Finnish  peasant  (one  of  the  Quans,  as  they  are 
called)  made  his  appearance  at  their  head  quarters, 
and  announced  that  he  had  "  ringed  *'  a  black  bear. 
It  was  welcome  tidings ;  and  the  young  [Russians 
at  once  proceeded  to  the  indicated  place. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  explain  what  the  man 
meant  when  he  told  them  he  had  "  ringed  "  the 
bear;  since  that  is  a  phrase  of  specific  meaning 
throughout  the  countries  of  Scandinavia.  In  these 
countries,  when  the  track  of  a  bear  is  observed 
in  the  snow,  it  is  followed  up  by  the  person  who 
has  discovered  it,  with  the  intention  of  "  ringing  '* 
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the  animal — ^that  is,  ascertaining  as  near  as  may 
be,  the  locality  in  which  it  may  have  halted 
from  its  rambles,  and  lain  down  to  rest.  Of 
coorBe,  if  the  person  thus  trailing  the  bear  be  a 
hunter— or  if  it  be  a  party  of  hunters  actually 
engaged  in  the  chase,  they  will  keep  on  until 
they  have  found  the  bear  in  his  den.  But  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  bears  are  not  pursued  in  this 
&8hioa.  Generally,  their  haunt — whether  tempo- 
rary or  otherwise — has  been  ascertained  before- 
hand, by  some  shepherd  or  woodcutter,  and  a 
party  of  hunters  then  proceeds  to  the  spot,  and 
makes  a  surround  of  the  animal  before  rousing  him 
from  his  lair. 

This  "surround,"  however,  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  "  ringing  "  of  the  bear,  which  is  an 
operation  of  a  different  character,  and  is  per- 
formed by  the  party  who  has  first  chanced  upon 
the  tracks.  The  mode  of  proceeding  is  simply  to 
follow  the  trail,  or  spar,  of  the  bear  as  silently  as 
possible — until  the  tracker  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  animal  is  not  far  off.  This  he  discovers  by 
observing  that  the  spobr  no  longer  trends  in  a  direct 
line,  but  doubles  about  in  zigzags,  and  backward 
turnings  upon  itself;  for  when  a  bear  intends 


106  Bsiriv. 

to  lia  down,  it  is  his  habit  to  qmuter  the 
ground  in  everjr  direction,  precisely  as  does 
the  bare  before  sqoatUng  in  her  form.  Many 
other  animab  obserre  a  simihir  caution  before 
going  to  rest. 

The  bear-tracker  having  reached  this  point,  then 
leaves  the  track  altogether,  and  makes  a  circuit 
round  that  part  of  the  forest  ^i^ithin  which  he 
suspects  Bruin  to  have  couched  himself.  This 
circuit  is  of  greater  or  less  diameter,  according 
to  oiroumstances— -depending  on  the  season  of  <^e 
year,  nature  of  the  ground,  and  a  variety  of  other 
considerations.  While  going  round  this  circle,  if 
it  should  be  seen  that  the  track  of  the  bear  leads 
beyond  it,  then  that  "ring"  is  given  up,  and 
another  commenced  further  forward.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  tracker  gets  round  to  the  place 
whence  he  first  started,  without  again  coming  upon 
the  (QMr,  he  coneludes  that  the  bear  must  be  lying 
aomowhero  within  the  circumference  which  he  has 
traced,  and  will  there  be  found.  This,  then,  is 
termed  "  ringing  "  the  bear. 

You  may  wonder  why  the  man  does  not  follow 
up  the  ^>  until  he  actually  reaches  the  den  or 
lair  of  the  animaL    That  is  easily  explained.    The 
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kaei^  is  not  alfrajs  a  bear-banter,  and  eren  if 
be  were,  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  bim  to  ap- 
proach. &  bearmtbont  asaifitantB,  wbo,  bj  surround- 
ing the  animal,  should  cut  off  its  retreat.  Were  be 
to  go  forward  direct  to  the  bear's  hiding-place, 
Bnun  WQoldy  in  all  probability,  discover  him  be- 
fore be  conld  approach  withiu  shot ;  and,  making  a 
faidt^  might  carry  him  a  chase  of  ten  or  twelve  miles 
before  stopping.    The  brown  bear  often  does  so. 

The  tracker,  having  ascertained  the  circle  within 
which  the  animal  has  made  its  temporary  resting- 
place^  next  proceeds  to  warn  the  hunters  of  his 
Tillage  or  settlement ;  and  then  a  large  party  go 
oat  for  the  destruction  of  the  common  enemy. 
They  deploy  around  the  ring,  and  closing  inward, 
are  pretty  sure  to  find  the  bear  either  asleep  in  his 
den,  or  just  starting  out  of  it,  and  trying  to  get  off. 

The  "ring"  will  usually  keep  for  several  days — 
flometimes  for  weeks — for  the  bear,  especially  in 
winter  time,  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  his  lair 
for  long  spells  at  a  time.  Frequently  several  days 
will  elapse  before  any  hunters  arrive  on  the  ground ; 
but,  if  the  bear  should  have  strayed  off  in  the  mean 
time,  his  tracks  in  the  snow  will  still  enable  them 
to  follow  and  find  him.    If,  howeveri  fresh  snow 
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8hould  have  fallen,  after  the  bear  has  made  his  exit 
from  the  marked  circle,  then,  of  course,  the  search 
will  prove  a  blank,  and  Bruin  make  his  escape — at 
least  out  of  that  "  ring." 

One  of  the  most  singular  features  of  this  custom 
is,  that  he  who  has  succeeded  in  *^  ringing"  a  bear, 
is  regarded  as  the  lawful  proprietor  of  the  animal 
— or  rather  of  the  "  ring" — ^and  can  dispose  of  his 
right  to  an  J  hunting  party  he  pleases.  Of  course 
he  cannot  guarantee  the  killing  of  the  bear :  that 
is  left  to  the  skill  of  the  hunters,  who  must  take 
their  chance.  The  tracker  only  answers  for  a  bear 
being  found  within  a  prescribed  circle,  of  which  he 
gives  proof  by  pointing  out  the  spar.  With  such 
conditions,  established  by  long  and  well-observed 
custom,  it  will  easily  be  believed  that  the  wood- 
cutters and  other  peasants  make  a  market  by 
ringing  bears,  frequently  disposing  of  the  "  ring  " 
to  the  more  ardent  hunters  for  a  very  considerable 
price !  It  was  just  with  this  view  that  the  Pinnish 
peasant  had  put  himself  in  communication  with 
our  young  Russians  ;  and  as  the  bounty  they  had 
already  offered  far  exceeded  the  usual  purchase- 
money  in  such  cases,  the  Quan  at  once  closed  with 
their  offer,  and  conducted  them  to  the  "  ring." 
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OLD   KALLE. 

WnxLB  proceeding  towards  the  ground  where  thej 
expected  to  find  the  bear,  their  guide  informed  them 
that  he  had  not  only  ringed  the  animal,  but  actually 
knew  the  den  in  which  it  was  lying.  This  was  still 
better :  it  would  not  only  save  them  a  search,  but 
enable  them  to  encompass  the  beast  on  all  sides 
and  cut  off  his  retreat — should  he  attempt  to  bolt 
before  they  could  get  near. 

On  approaching  the  place,  therefore,  Punchskin 
proposed  that  the  three  should  separate,  and,  aflber 
having  deployed  into  a  circle,  proceed  inward  from 
different  directions. 

But  the  guide  opposed  this  suggestion — saying, 
with  a  significant  smile,  that  there  was  no  need  of 
saeh  precautions,  as  he  would  answer  for  the  bear 
not  leaving  his  den,  imtil  they  had  all  got  up  as 
near  as  they  might  wish  to  be. 

The  hunters  wondered  at  this  confidence  on  the 
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part  of  tlieir  guide,  but  in  a  few  minutes'  time  they 
had  an  explanation  of  it.  Going  up  to  a  sort  of 
cliff  that  formed  the  side  of  a  little  stony  knoll,  the 
Quan  pointed  to  a  hole  in  the  rocks,  saying,  as  he 
did  so : — 

"  Old  nalle  is  in  there." 

Now  "  nalle"  is  the  nickname  of  the  bear 
throughout  the  Scandinavian  countries,  and  our 
Bussian  hunters  knew  this. well  enough;  but  that 
a  bear  could  be  inside  the  little  hole,  to  which  their 
guide  had  pointed,  appeared  utterly  incredible,  and 
Ivan  and  Alexis  burst  into  a  loud  laugh,  while 
Fouchskin  was  rather  inclined  to  show  a  little 
anger  about  the  matter. 

The  hole  which  the  Quan  had  pointed  out  was 
a  crevice  between  two  great  boulders  of  rock.  It 
was  about  a  yard  above  the  ground,  upon  which 
they  stood ;  and  was  certainly  not  more  than  six 
or  eight  inches  in  diameter.  All  round  the  orifice 
the  rocks  were  thickly  coated  with  ice ;  and  &om 
the  top  of  the  cliff  on  both  sides  huge  icicles  pro- 
jected downwards,  until  their  tips  touched  the  earth, 
looking  like  enormous  trunks  of  elephants,  or  such 
as  even  mammoths  might  have  carried.  One  of 
these  immense  icicles  was  directly  in  front  of  the 
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flperture ;  while  oa  the  ground  just  below  its  point 
stood  up  a  huge  mass  of  an  irregular  conical  shape, 
tiie  conyex  surface  of  which  was  coated  with  snow 
that  had  lately  fallen. 

The  first  impression  of  the  hunters  was,  that  they 
bad  been  deceived  by  the  cunniug  Quan.  Pouch- 
skin  declared  that  they  would  not  stand  being 
tricked ;  and  at  once  demanded  back  the  ten  rix- 
dollars  which  his  young  masters  had  paid  for  the 
"ring"  of  the  bear. 

''  It  was  all  nonsense,"  he  said ;  *^  even  if  there 
was  a  cave,  no  bear  could  be  inside,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  none,  even  the  smaUest,  could  possibly 
have  squeezed  his  carcass  through  a  hole  like  that ; 
— «  cat  could  hardly  have  crept  into  such  an  aper- 
ture ?  Besides,  where  were  the  tracks  of  the  bear  ? 
There  were  none  to  be  seen — neither  by  the  mouth 
of  the  hole,  nor  in  the  snow  outside. 

There  were  old  tracks  of  the  peasant  himself 
and  of  a  dog,  but  not  of  a  bear. 

**It's  a  decided  take-in,"  grumbled  Pouch- 
skin. 

"  Patience,  master ! "  said  the  Quan.  "  There  is 
a  bear  inside  for  all  that;  and  I'll  prove  it,  or 
else  return  you  your  money.     See  my  little  dog ! 
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he'll  tell  you  old  nalle  is  there.    It  was  he  that 
told  me." 

As  the  Quaa  said  this  he  let  slip  a  diminutira 
cur,  which  he  had  hitherto  held  in  the  leash.  The 
animal,  on  being  set  free,  rushed  up  to  the  hole, 
and  commenced  scratching  at  the  ice,  and  barking 
in  the  most  furious  and  excited  manner.  It  cer- 
tainly proved  there  was  some  living  creature  in- 
side ;  but  how  could  the  Quau  tell  it  was  a  bear  P 
and,  above  all,  a  black  bear ! 

He  was  interrogated  on  this  point. 

"By  it,"  replied  the  peasant,  taking  from  his 
pouch  a  tuft  of  long  black  fur,  which  was  evidently 
that  of  a  bear;  "that  is  how  I  know  that  old 
nalle's  in  the  cave,  and  the  colour  of  the  hair  tells 
me  that  it*s  hlack  nalle  who's  inside." 

"  But  how  came  you  by  that  ? "  inquired  all 
three  in  a  breath,  as  the  man  held  the  tuft  before 
their  eyes, 

"  Well,  masters ! "  answered  the  Quan,  "you  see 
some  jaggy  points  on  the  rock,  at  the  top  of  the 
hole,  there.  I  found  it  sticking  there,  where  the 
bear  must  have  left  it,  as  he  was  squeezing  himself 
into  his  cave — that's  how  it  was." 

"  But  surely,"  said  Alexis,  "  you  don't  mean  to 
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assert  ihat  a  bear  could  pass  through  such  a  hole 
as  that  P  Whjy  a  badger  couldn't  get  in  there, 
mj  man ! " 

"  Not  now**  said  the  Quan,  "  I  admit ;  it's 
three  months  since  he  went  in.  The  hole  was 
bigger  then," 

"  Bigger  then  ?  '* 

"  Certainly,  masters !  the  heap  you  see  below  is 
only  ice.  It's  the  drip  of  that  great  icicle  that  has 
frozen  up  as  it  fell,  and  if  it  were  not  there  you'd 

■ 

see  a  place  big  enough  for  a  bear  to  get  in.  Ah ! 
sirs !  he's  there,  I  can  assure  you." 

"  Why,  he  couldn't  get  out  of  himself?  " 
"That  is  very  true,"  replied  the  peasant;  "he'd 
be  safe  enough  there  till  a  good  bit  on  in  the 
spring.  If  we  hadn't  found  him,  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  stay  in  his  cave  till  the  sun  had 
thawed  that  great  heap  out  of  his  way.  It  often 
happens  so  with  the  bears  in  these  parts,"  added 
the  Quan,  without  seeming  to  think  there  was 
anything  unusual  about  the  circuu^stance. 

"What  the  man  said  was  literally  true.  The 
bear  had  gone  into  this  clefb  or  cave  to  take  his 
winter  nap,  and  during  the  long  weeks,  while  he 
was  thus   hybernating,   the  water,  of  rain  and 
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melting  snow,  dripping  from  the  top  of  the  diff, 
had  formed  enormous  stalactites  of  ice,  with 
stalagmites  as  well :  since  it  was  one  of  the  latter 
that  had  closed  up  the  entrance  to  the  den,  and 
£url J  shut  him  up  in  his  own  house ! 

Not  onlj  does  this  curious  accident  often  occur 
to  Scandinavian  bears,  but  these  animals,  notwith- 
standing their  proverbial  sagacity,  frequently  be- 
come their  own  jailers.  They  have  a  habit  of 
collecting  large  quantities  of  moss  and  grass  in 
front  of  their  caves,  which  they  place  right  in  the 
aperture;  and  not  inside  as  a  bed  to  lie  upon. 
"Why  they  do  so  is  not  clearly  understood.  The 
Scandinavian  hunters  allege  that  it  is  for  the 
purpose  of  sheltering  them  from  the  cold  wind, 
that  would  otherwise  blow  up  into  their  chamber ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  better  explanation  this 
has  been  generally  adopted.  The  heap  soon  gets 
saturated  by  rain  and  melting  snow,  and  congeals 
into  a  solid  mass,  so  hard  that  it  requires  to  be  cut 
with  an  axe  before  it  can  be  got  out  of  the  way;  and 
the  bear  himself  is  totally  incapable  of  removing  it. 
The  consequence  is  that  it  often  shuts  up  the 
entrance  to  his  winter  chamber;  and  Bruin,  on 
awakening  from  his  sleep,  finds  himself  caught  in 
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a  trap  of  his  own  constraction.  He  has  then  no 
other  resource  but  to  remain  inside  till  the  spring 
heats  have  thawed  the  mass,  so  that  he  can  tear 
it  to  pieces  with  his  claws,  and  thus  effect  an  exit. 
On  such  occasions,  he  issues  forth  in  a  state 
of  extreme  weakness  and  emaciation,  ^ot  un- 
firequentlj  he  is  altogether  unable  to  clear  away 
the  obstacle,  and  perishes  in  his  den. 

On  hearing  these  explanations  from  the  Quan, 
who  appeared  to  be  well  acquainted  with  Bruin's 
habits,  the  young  hunters  were  satisfied  that  a 
bear  was  really  in  the  cave.  Indeed,  they  were 
not  long  upon  the  spot,  till  they  had  still  more 
satisfactory  evidence  of  this  fact ;  for  they  could 
hear  the  "  sniffing  "  of  the  animal,  with  an  occa- 
sional querulous  growl,  as  if  uttered  in  answer  to 
the  barking  of  the  dog.  Beyond  doubt,  there  was 
a  bear  inside. 

How  was  he  to  be  got  out  ?  That  now  became 
the  important  question. 


t2 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE   STAKED  ENCLOSTJBE. 

Thet  waited,  for  a  time,  in  hopes  that  he  might 
show  his  snout  at  the  little  aperture,  and  all  three 
stood  watching  it,  with  guns  cocked  and  ready. 
A  good  while  passed,  however,  and,  as  no  snout 
made  its  appearance,  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  bear  was  not  to  be  caught  in  that  simple 
way.  By  the  snorting  growl  they  could  tell  that  he 
was  at  no  great  distance  from  the  entrance,  and 
they  thought  a  pole  might  reach  him.  They  tried 
this,  but  found  that  it  could  be  inserted  only  in  a 
diagonal  direction ;  and  although  Pouchskin  poked 
in  the  pole,  and  bent  it  round  like  a  rattan,  he 
could  not  touch  wool  anywhere;  while  the  bear, 
though  he  gave  tongue  now  and  then,  still  kept  his 
place  at  the  further  end  of  the  cave. 

No  other  plan  offered,  except  to  cut  away  the 
icy  mass,  and  set  open  the  mouth  of  the  cavity.  If 
this  were  done,  would  Bruin  be  then  likely  to  come 
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forth  ?  Tho  Quan  was  confident  he  would ;  alleg- 
ing as  his  reason,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  spell 
of  warm  weather  there  had  been,  the  bear  must 
hare  fullj  shaken  off  his  winter  drowsiness,  and 
would  no  doubt  haye  been  abroad  long  ago,  but 
for  the  ice  preventing  his  egress  from  the  den.  As 
soon  as  that  should  be  removed,  he  would  be 
pretty  sure  to  sally  out — ^for  hunger,  said  the 
peasant,  will  bring  him  forth,  if  not  just  at  the 
moment,  certainly  within  an  hour  or  so.  At  the 
worst  they  could  wait  a  while.  Moreover,  were 
the  ice  removed,  they  might  be  able  to  reach  him 
with  a  pole ;  and  that  would  be  certain  to  put  him 
in  such  a  rage  as  would  at  onco  tempt  him  to 
make  a  sartie. 

With  this  idea,  Pouchskin  seized  his  axe, 
knocked  the  great  icicle  into  "  smithereens,"  and 
was  about  going  to  work  upon  the  huge  stalagmite 
that  blocked  up  the  entrance,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Quan. 

"  With  your  leave,  master !  "  said  the  latter,  as 
he  laid  his  hand  upon  Pouchskin's  arm  to  restrain 
him.     "  Not  so  fast,  if  you  please  ?" 

"  Why  ?  "  asked  the  ex-guardsman,  "  don't  you 
intend  to  unearth  the  brute  ? " 
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"  Yes,  master,"  replied  the  Quan ;  "  but  some- 
tluDg  must  be  done  first.  This  is  a  black  bear, 
you  must  know." 

"  "Well,  and  what  of  a  black  one  more  than  any 
other?"  demanded  Fouchskin,  somewhat  sur- 
prised, for  in  the  forests  of  Bussia,  where  he  had 
hunted  bears,  there  were  no  black  ones. 

"  Don't  you  know,"  said  the  Einn,  "  that  Black 
Nalle  is  always  bigger  and  fiercer  thani  his  brown 
brother  ?  Besides,  just  at  this  time  he  will  be  so 
sarage  with  hunger,  that  he  would  eat  one  of  us 
up  the  moment  he  got  out.  If  that  ice  was  away, 
I  shouldn't  like  to  stand  here.  Take  your  time, 
master !  I  think  I  can  show  you  a  better  plan,  at 
all  events  it  is  a  safer  one.  It's  a  way  we  practise 
here — when  we  are  sure  that  a  bear  is  asleep,  and 
won't  interrupt  us  while  we're  making  ready  for 
him." 

"Oh,  well,"  replied  Pouchskin,  "I'm  agree- 
able to  anything  you  propose.  I'm  not  particu- 
larly desirous  of  risking  another  wrestle — ^not  I — 
I  had  enough  of  that  the  other  day."  And  as  the 
old  guardsman  made  the  remark,  he  gave  a  signifi- 
cant shrug  of  his  shoulderai  Hhe  wounds  upon 
which  not  being  j^ 
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reminded    him  of  the  roagh    handling    he  had 
receiyed. 

«  WeU  then,"  said  the  Quan,  "  if  you  wiU  help 
me  to  cut  some  strong  stakes,  I  shall  show  you  a 
plan  by  which  you  may  knock  old  nolle  upon  the 
skull  without  danger  to  any  of  us,  or  send  your 
bullets  through  his  brain,  if  you  like  better  to  kill 
him  in  that  way." 

All,  of  course,  agreed  to  the  Quan's  proposal ; 
for  if  the  black  bear  was  as  he  represented  him, 
fiercer  than  his  brown  brethren,  it  would  be  no 
pleasant  prospect  to  have  him  loose  among  them ; 
and  in  case  of  their  not  being  able  to  shoot  him 
dead  on  the  spot  as  he  rushed  out,  they  might  not 
only  be  in  danger  of  getting  mauled,  but  in 
danger  of  what  they  dreaded  almost  as  much — 
losing  him  altogether.  He  might  get.  off  into 
the  forest;  and  as  there  were  tracts  along  the 
hill-sides,  now  quite  clear  of  snow,  he  might  steal 
away  from  them  beyond  recovery.  This  would  be 
a  disappointment  of  no  ordinary  kind.  In  fact,  it 
might  be  the  means  of  keeping  them  for  weeks,  or 
perhaps  months,  from  proceeding  on  their  journey: 
since  it  might  be  weeks  or  months  before  they  should 
to  ia  with  another  chance  of  obtaining  a  black 
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bear-skin ;  and  until  that  was  procured  tbey  could 
not  turn  their  faces  towards  Spain. 

With  such  a  prospect  then,  they  were  only  too 
ready  to  agree  to  any  conditions  by  which  the  bear 
might  be  safely  secured. 

The  Quan  was  not  long  in  disclosing  his  plan ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  communicated  it,  all  three 
set  to  work  to  aid  him  in  its  execution. 

A  number  of  stout  stakes  were  cut — each  about 
six  feet  in  length,  and  pointed  at  one  end.  These 
were  driven  into  the  earth  around  the  outer  edge 
of  the  icy  mass,  in  a  sort  of  semicircular  row ;  and 
so  as  to  enclose  a  small  space  in  front  of  the 
aperture.  To  hold  the  stakes  all  the  more  firmly, 
large  stones  were  piled  up  against  them,  and  the 
uprights  themselves  were  closely  wattled  together 
by  the  broad  flat  branches  of  the  spruce  pines  that 
grew  near.  In  this  way  was  constructed  a  fence 
that  a  cat  could  not  have  crawled  through,  much 
less  a  bear.  One  aperture  only  was  left  in  it,  and 
that  was  directly  in  front — a  hole  at  about  the 
height  of  a  man's  knee  from  the  ground,  and  jiilst 
big  enough  to  admit  the  bead  of  a  bear — ^for  that 
was  the  purpose  for  whidtil 

The  next 
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tiiis  stockade  enclosure;  and  that  was  accom- 
plished by  resting  long  poles  horizontallj  over  it, 
tying  them  at  the  ends  to  the  tops  of  the  uprights, 
and  then  covering  them  thickly  with  granrU  (the 
spray  lopped  from  the  branches  of  the  evergreen 
pines). 

It  now  only  remained  to  get  the  ice  out  of  the 
way,  and  allow  the  bear  to  come  forth.  That 
would  not  have  been  so  easy  of  accomplishment, 
had  it  not  been  already  partially  removed.  Before 
closing  up  the  top,  Pouchskin,  directed  by  the 
Finnish  peasant,  had  cut  away  most  of  the  mass, 
leaving  only  a  shell;  which,  although  filling  up 
the  entrance  as  before,  could  be  easily  beaten 
down,  or  driven  in  from  the  outside  of  the  en- 
closure. 

During  the  time  that  the  ex-guardsman  had 
been  sapping  away  the  ice,  he  had  been  keeping 
a  sharp  look-out.  He  was  admonished  to  do  this 
by  certain  noises  that,  now  and  then,  came  rum- 
bling out  of  the  cave ;  and  not  very  certain  that 
he  was  in  perfect  safety,  he  had  been  under  some 
apprehension.  The  bear,  by  throwing  all  his 
veight  against  the  reduced  mass  of  ice,  might  break 
i^ku  way  oat ;  and  as  by  the  constant  chiselling 
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the  wall  grew  weaker  and  thinner,  Pouchskin's 
fears  increased  in  proportion.  He  was  only  too 
happy,  when,  having  picked  the  congealed  moss 
to  what  was  thought  a  sufficient  thinness,  he 
desisted  from  his  work,  and  crept  out  of  the 
enclosure,  through  the  space  that  had  been  kept 
open  for  him. 

This  was  now  fenced  up  as  securely  as  the  rest ; 
and  it  only  remained  to  knock  away  the  icy  barri- 
cade, and  tempt  Bruin  to  come  forth. 

The  icy  wall  could  be  broken  in  by  means  of  a 
long  boar-spear  with  which  the  I'innish  peasant 
had  provided  himself.  It  was  headed  with  a 
heavy  piece  of  iron,  edged  and  tipped  with  the 
best  Swedish  steel,  and  this  being  jobbed  against 
the  ice,  and  kept  constantly  at  work,  soon  splin- 
tered the  shell  into  pieces. 

As  soon  as  the  Quan  saw  that  he  had  opened  a 
hole  large  enough  to  pass  the  body  of  the  bear,  he 
drew  back  his  spear,  telling  the  hunter  to  look  out. 

During  the  operation,  all  three  had  kept  watch 
through  crevices  in  the  stockade-wall,  holding 
their  guns  pointed  towards  the  aperture,  and 
ready  to  give  the  bear  a  volley  the  moment  he 
should  show  his  snout. 
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To  their  disappointment,  however,  the  bear  refused 
to  exhibit  even  as  much  as  the  tip  of  his  nose,  not 
only  while  his  door  was  being  opened,  but  after- 
wards ;  and  they  began  to  think  that  he  might  not 
come  forth  after  all. 

The  Quan  assured  them  that  he  would  be 
certain  to  do  so  in  time ;  but  perhaps  not  for 
a  few  hours,  till  after  they  should  have  remained 
quiet  a  while,  and  old  nalle  should  fancy  they  had 
gone  away. 

"  He  has  been  a  long  time  without  his  break- 
fast," added  the  Quiin,  "  and  his  stomach  will 
now  be  talking  loudly  to  him ;  that  will  tell  him 
to  steal  out  for  something  to  eat.  No  fear  of  it, 
masters ! " 

"  But  for  what  purpose  have  you  designed  this 
hole  ?  "  inquired  Ivan,  pointing  to  the  little  aper- 
ture that  had  been  left  in  the  wattled  enclosure. 
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"  Oh,"  replied  the  peasant,  "  that  is  how  we 
kill  bears  sometimes  ;  especially  if  we  are  not  rich 
enough  to  have  a  gun.  As  soon  as  old  nolle  rushes 
out  from  his  den,  the  first  thing  he  does  is  to  run 
all  round,  looking  for  a  chance  to  break  through 
the  fence.  Of  course  he  finds  the  hole,  and  pokes 
his  head  through  it.  One  of  us  stands  outside,  as 
you  see  me  now,  with  a  hatchet  ready;  and 
we  would  be  clumsy,  indeed,  if  we  could  not 
cleave  in  his  skull,  or  give  him  such  a  crack 
upon  it,  as  would  turn  him  back  downwards. 
Tou  shall  see  how  the  bear  will  rush  to  this  hole 
the  moment  he  comes  out,  and  then,  masters !  you 
shall  see!" 

Here  the  Quan  gave  a  significant  shake  to  his 
hatchet,  twirling  it  with  the  dexterity  peculiar  to 
his  craft,  for  it  so  chanced  that  he  was  a  wood- 
cutter by  trade. 

Our  hunters,  however,  saw  that  this  would  never 
do.  According  to  the  conditions  under  which 
they  travelled,  the  bear  must  be  killed  by  one  of 
themselves ;  and,  therefore,  after  a  little  expla- 
nation, the  Quan  resigned  his  intention  and 
stepped  aside.  His  post,  however,  was  supplied 
by  the  ex-guardsman,  who,  poising  his  ponderous 
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axe,  stood  ready  to  deal  a  far  heavier,  and  dead- 
lier, blow  than  could  be  given  bj  any  woodcutter 
in  Scandinavia.  Alexis  took  charge  of  Pouch- 
skin's  goDy  determined  to  fire  it  as  soon  as  he  had 
discharged  his  own  rifle;  and  as  Ivan  had  one 
barrel  loaded  with  ball  and  the  other  with  slugs,  it 
was  not  likely,  against  such  a  formidable  hattery 
as  was  thus  prepared  for  him,  that  Bruin  could 
manage  to  live  much  louger. 

It  now  became  a  question  whether  they  should 
wait  patiently  till  the  bear  came  out,  or  whether 
they  might  not  adopt  some  mode  of  tempting  him 
forth,  that  would  act  upon  him  more  rapidly  than 
the  cravings  of  his  stomach. 

There  could  be  no  harm  in  trying  to  reach  and 
stir  him  up  with  a  pole ;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
woodcutter  stepped  aside  to  find  one. 

He  very  soon  succeeded  in  procuring  a  long  birch 
sapling — as  long  as  an  ordinary  fishing-rod ;  and 
having  cleared  this  of  its  spray,  he  inserted  it  into 
the  cave.  To  the  gratification  of  the  party  it  was 
found  long  enough  for  the  purpose ;  for  by  the 
muffled  feel  it  could  only  be  Bruin's  fur  that  its 
point  was  buried  in.  It  was  just  as  far,  however, 
as  the  pole  would  reach ;  and  as  it  was  a  slender 
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fiapling  without  any  stiffness  in  it,  they  were  unable 
to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  giving  him  a  poke. 
!No  doubt,  had  the  entrance  to  his  -den  been  wider, 
even  the  tickling  of  the  pole  would  have  caused  him 
to  "  turn  out ; "  for  a  bear,  unless  badly  wounded, 
will  not  stand  much  badgering.  It  was  possible, 
in  this  case,  that  Bruin  suspected  there  was  some 
trap  set  for  him  outside— indeed,  the  noises  he 
had  been  listening  to  for  more  than  an  hour,  must 
have  admonished  him  that  all  was  not  as  it  ought 
to  be ;  and  this  perhaps  rendered  him  more  wary 
than  was  his  wont.  He  might  not  yet  be  aware 
that  his  door  was  open ;  for  the  roofed  enclosure 
still  kept  out  the  light  as  much  as  the  stalagmite 
had  done ;  and  although  he  might  have  heard  the 
icy  mass  giving  way  before  the  axe  and  spear,  he 
might  not  understand  all  that.  It  was  necessary, 
therefore,  to  coax  him  as  far  as  the  threshold — so 
that  he  might  discover  that  the  door  of  his  chamber 
had  been  opened  for  him. 

The  tickling  of  the  pole,  however,  proved  of  no 
service  ;  for,  although  it  drew  from  the  huge  brute 
a  sniff  or  two,  he  still  kept  to  his  bed. 

"What  was  to  be  done  ?  Must  they  retire,  and 
wait  patiently  till  the  calls  of  hunger  should  urge 
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him  forth  ?  The  day  was  piercingly  cold,  and  to 
remun  there  long  would  have  been  unpleasant 
enough.  They  might,  indeed,  have  to  stay  by  the 
care  all  day  and  all  night  too :  for  the  enclosure 
had  been  only  slightly  put  up — merely  to  check 
the  bear  for  a  few  minutes — and  if  they  were  to 
]aa?e  him  all  night  to  himself,  he  could  easily  tear 
down  the  stakes  and  get  off. 

They  could  not  think  of  deserting  the  spot  for 
an  instant ;  but  to  avoid  a  long  vigil  they  set  about 
considering  some  plan  by  which  Bruin  might  be  in- 
duced to  come  forth  from  his  inaccessible  retreat. 

A  thought  occurred  to  Ivan,  who  was  a  quick 
conceiver — a  plan  which  promised  well — and  that 
was  to  make  a  "spitting-devil,"  and  send  it  up 
into  the  cave,  It  appeared  a  good  idea — at  all 
events,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  give  it  a  trial. 
Gunpowder  was  not  scarce  with  them — since  Eus- 
sian  roubles  were  plenty ;  and  Pouchskin,  pouring 
out  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  pound  into  the  palm  of 
his  broad  hand,  commenced  spitting  upon  it  and 
working  the  powder  into  a  paste.  Ivan,  who 
directed  this  operation,  was  determined  his  plan 
should  not  fail  by  any  stinginess  in  regard  to  the 
niaterials  required  for  cariying  it  out. 
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After  a  short  space  of  time  the  plastic  fiogers  of 
Fouchskin  had  elaborated  the  powder  paste  into  a 
roll  as  large  as  a  regalia  cigar ;  and  this  being  dried 
slightly  near  a  fire — which  they  had  long  before 
kindled — was  ready  for  the  touch.  To  the  old 
grenadier  was  intrusted  the  management  of  the 
miniature  rocket;  and,  while  the  young  hunters 
once  more  stood  to  their  guns,  he  proceeded  to 
carry  out  the  design. 

Having  thrust  his  head  through  the  hole  intended 
for  the  bear,  and  his  arm  through  another  which  he 
had  made  for  himself,  he  held  the  "  devil  *'  at  arm's 
length  between  his  finger  and  thumb.  The  Quan 
now  took  a  blazing  faggot  from  the  fire,  and  pass- 
ing it  between  the  wattles,  ignited  the  fuse  which 
the  old  grenadier  had  ingeniously  placed  in  the 
"  devil's  "  tail. 

As  soon  as  Pouchskin  perceived  that  it  was  fairly 
on  fire,  with  an  adroit  jerk  he  sent  the  little  rocket 
up  into  the  cave,  as  far  as  he  could  throw  it ;  and 
then  jerking  himself  backward,  he  seized  hold  of 
his  axe. 

There  was  a  moment  of  suspense ;  not  long :  for 
almost  on  the  instant  a  brilliant  light  shone  within 
the  cave,  accompanied  with  a  spattering  and  whiz- 
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zing  and  cracking,  as  if  half  a  dozen  alarm-clocks 
liad  been  set  going  at  the  same  time!  In  the 
midst  of  this  confusion  of  noises,  and  louder  far 
than  anjy  could  be  heard  a  number  of  sharp  wild 
shrieks,  and  before  the  rocket  had  half  burnt  out, 
Brain  was  seen  bolting  forth  over  the  broken  frag- 
ments of  ice.  Two  shots  were  fired,  almost  simul- 
taneouslj;  but  both  failed  to  check  his  onward 
rush ;  and  with  a  mighty  force  he  came  "  bump  " 
against  the  palisades,  causing  them  to  crash  and 
swag  as  if  they  would  give  way.  It  was  fortunate 
for  the  hunters  that  the  stakes  stood  the  shock : 
for  such  a  set  of  teeth  as  that  bear  exhibited  they 
had  never  before  seen.  A  single  stroke  from  those 
paws  would  have  been  enough  to  crack  the  thickest 
skull  in  creation. 

Ivan  gave  him  his  second  barrel — the  one  loaded 
with  slugs, — ^but  it  only  served  to  increase  his  fury ; 
and  now  rearing  up,  and  then  going  on  all-fours, 
he  kept  rushing  backward  and  forward  through  the 
enclosure,  all  the  while  uttering  fierce  growls. 

Alexis,  meanwhile,  had  dropped  his  rifle  and 
taken  up  the  fusil  of  Pouchskin.  His  place  was  at 
one  side  of  the  enclosure.  He  had  already  got  the 
barrel  through  the  wattles,  and  was  endeavouring 
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to  level  it  apon  tbe  bear — seeking  for  a  mortal 
pkrt  at  whicli  he  might  aim.  The  darkness,  how- 
ever,— for  tbe  roofed  stockade  rendered  it  dark,— 
combined  with  the  quick  movements  of  the  animal, 
hindered  him  &om  getting  a  sight  to  his  satia- 
fitction.  He  knew  the  importance  of  making  this  a 
killing  ehot.  Should  tbe  bear,  wounded  as  he  now 
was,  retreat  back  into  his  den,  there  would  be  no 
chance  whatever  of  getting  him  out  again.  Alexia 
thought  of  this ;  and  therefore  resolved  not  to  fire 
at  random,  as  he  had  done  before.  He  knew  that 
a  full-grown  bear,  unless  shot  in  the  brain  or  heart, 
can  accommodate  a  score  of  bullets  without  being 
much  inconvenienced  by  them. 

Knowing  this,  Alexis  was  biding  his  time,  when 
all  at  once  he  perceived  the  bear  make  holt  on  the 
ftont  side  of  the  enclosure.  He  now  aimed  at  the 
heart  of  tbe  huge  animal,  but  before  he  could  pull 
trigger,  a  loud  crash  sounded  in  his  ear,  and  Bruin 
was  seen  dropping  to  the  ground,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  lie,  almost  without  giving  a  kick ! 

It  was  the  axe  of  Fouchskin  that  had  cauaed  the 
crash,  as  its  edge  of  steel  descended  upon  tbe  bear'g 
cranium,  smashing  it  in  as  if  it  bad  been  r 
shelL     As  the  Que 
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impmdentlj  poked  his  head  through  the  aperture 
where  Fouchskin  was  standing  ready  for  him. 

This,  of  course,  finished  the  affair.  It  was  only 
necessarj  to  remove  the  palisades,  sling  the  bear 
to  a  tree,  and  then  strip  him  of  his  much-coveted 
skin.  All  this  in  due  time  was  accomplished ;  and 
with  the  robe  once  more  packed  on  the  shoulders 
of  Fouchskin,  the  hunters  returned  to  their  head- 
quarters. 

It  proved — as  the  Quan  had  promised  them — to 
be  a  black  bear ;  not  that  his  fur  was  altogether 
black,  as  is  the  case  with  the  ursus  americanut  and 
the  black  bears  of  India.  On  the  contrary,  the 
hair  was  brown  near  the  roots,  and  only  black  at 
the  tips,  which,  however,  gave  it  the  appearance  of 
being  black  all  over  the  surface ;  and  Alexis  knew 
that  this  was  the  variety  of  bear  they  were  in 
search  of. 

Satisfied  that  they  had  obtained  the  skin  of  the 
ursus  niger,  it  only  remained  for  our  hunters  to 
pack  up  their  travelling  traps,  bid  adieu  to  the  cold 
eliinate  of  Scandinavia,  and  start  for  the  sunny 
wuih— -for  the  far-lamed  Fyrenees  of  Spain. 
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It  is  not  intended  to  detail  the  many  incidents 
that  befell  them  on  the  way,  the  chit-chat  of 
steamboats,  railroads,  and  hotels.  Their  father 
cared  not  to  hear  of  these  trifles ;  he  could  read 
enough  of  such  delightful  stuff  in  the  books  of 
whole  legions  of  travellers ;  and,  as  they  did  not 
note  anything  of  this  kind  in  their  journal,  we  are 
left  to  suppose  that  they  encountered  the  usual 
pleasures  and  desagremens  which  all  travellers 
must  experience  on  similar  journeys.  As  money 
was  no  object,  they  travelled  with  expedition — 
making  only  a  short  stay  in  the  great  capitals 
through  which  they  passed,  in  order  to  have  their 
passports  vised^  and  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of 
using  the  great  emperor's  letter  for  the  replenish- 
ment of  their  exchequer.  This  magic  document 
proved  all-powerful  everywhere  they  went ;  and  as 
they  knew  it  would  be  so  in  all  corners  of  the 
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Babitable  globe,  they  could  rely  upon  it  with 
perfect  confidence.  Fouchskin's  leathern  bag  was 
always  well  weighted  with  the  yellow  metal, — ^aud 
specie^  whatever  stamp  it  may  bear,  is  current  all 
over  the  world. 

Their  journal  merely  mentions  the  route  followed. 
From  their  hunting-ground  they  returned  down 
the  Tomea  river,  which,  running  due  north  and 
south,  of  course  did  not  compromise  the  terms  of 
their  covenant;  neither  were  the  conditions  in- 
fringed by  their  taking  at  any  time  the  back-track 
when  engaged  in  the  chase,  for,  as  already  known, 
there  was  a  specification  in  the  baron's  letter,  that 
allowed  of  this  deviation.  All  that  was  required  of 
them  was  that  they  should  not  recross  a  meridian 
when  on  their  actual  route  of  travel. 

A  ship  carried  them  from  Tornea  to  Dantzic. 
Hence  they  passed  to  Berlin,  and  on  through 
Frankfort,  Stutgard,  and  Strasbourg,  to  Paris. 
Paris,  it  is  true,  was  a  little  out  of  their  way ;  but 
what  Russian  could  travel  across  Europe  without 
paying  a  visit  to  Paris  ?  Pouchskin  cared  little 
about  it.  The  old  grenadier  had  been  there  before — 
in  1815 — when  he  was  far  from  being  welcome  to 
the  Parisians ;  and  Alexis  would  rather  have  gone 
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bj  another  and  more  direct  route,  that  is,  through 
Switzerland ;  but  the  gaj  Ivan  would  not  hear  of 
such  a  thing.  To  Bee  Paris  he  was  determined ; 
and  see  it  he  did ;  though  what  he  or  they  did  there 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  book  of  the  chronides  of 
our  young  bear-hunters. 

From  Paris  they  travelled  by  rail,  almost 
directly  south — though  still  slightly  westward — to 
the  celebrated  baths  of  Bagneres.  Here  they 
found  themselves  not  only  within  sights  but 
actually  among  the  foot-kills  of  those  mountains, 
for  the  tourist  scarce  second  in  interest  to  the 
Alps  themselves,  but  perhaps  for  the  naturalist 
even  more  interesting  than  these. 

At  Bagneres  they  made  but  a  short  stay,  only 
long  enough  to  recruit  their  strength  by  bathing 
iu  its  thermal  springs,  and  to  witness  a  spectacle 
which  is  regarded  as  the  grand  lion  of  the  place— 
the  JPalomhi^. 

Aa  Tou,  young  reader,  may  not  have  heard  of 
the  Pttlowibierey  and  mav  be  curious  to  know  what 
it  is,  I  give  the  account  of  it, which  I  find  leocnrded 
in  the  journal  of  Alexis. 

About  two  miles  from  Bagneres  rises  a  ridge  of 
couaidenble  ekvation — running  paraild  wiUi  tlie 
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general  direction  of  the  Pyrenees,  of  which  it  may 
be  considered  an  oatljing  step,  or  ''foot  hill" 
{pied  moni).  Along  the  crest  of  this  hill  stands  a 
xow  of  yeij  tall  trees,  from  which  the  branches 
bave  been  carefiiUj  lopped,  leaving  only  a  little 
bunch  at  the  top  of  each.  On  coming  close  to 
these  trees — provided  it  be  in  the  months  of 
September  or  October — ^you  will  observe  a  some- 
thing between  them  that  resembles  a  thin  gauzy 
veil  of  a  greyish  colour.  On  getting  still  nearer, 
you  will  perceive  that  this  veil  is  a  net — or  rather 
a  series  of  nets — extended  from  tree  to  tree,  and 
IQling  up  all  the  spaces  between  them — from  the 
highest  point  to  which  the  branches  have  been 
lopped  down  to  within  three  feet  of  the  ground. 

Another  singular  object,  or  series  of  objects,  will 
long  ere  this  have  attracted  your  attention.  You 
will  see  standing,  at  certain  intervals  apart,  and 
about  thirty  yards  in  front  of  the  trees,  a  row  of 
tall  tapering  sticks — so  tall  that  their  tops  are  fifty 
yards  from  the  ground !  They  might  remind  you 
of  the  masts  of  a  ship ;  but  that  there  are  in  each 
case  two  of  them  together, — the  one  standing 
vertically,  and  the  other  bending  over  to  it,  with  a 
slight  curve.    On  this  account  you  may  be  more 
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struck  with  their  resemblance  to  the  "  shears"  seen 
in  shipyards,  by  which  the  masts  are  "  stepped" 
into  their  places.  These  masts,  as  we  may  call 
them,  are  not  all  of  one  stick  of  wood,  but  of  several 
pieces  spliced  together ;  and  notwithstanding  their 
prodigious  length — fifty  yards,  you  will  remember — 
they  are  of  no  great  thickness.  In  fact,  although 
the  two  are  joined  together  at  the  top — as  we  shall 
presently  have  occasion  to  show — when  a  strong 
wind  blows,  both  bend,  and  vibrate  back  and  for- 
ward like  an  elastic  trout  rod.  At  their  bases  they 
are  only  five  feet  apart ;  and  the  curving  one  is 
intended  to  act  as  a  stay  to  the  other.  Both,  as 
already  stated,  meet  at  the  top,  and  looking  up  you 
will  see — while  the  sight  makes  you  dizzy — a  little 
roundish  object  at  the  point  of  the  junction.  It  is 
a  basket  set  there  firmly,  and  just  big  enough  to 
hold  the  body  of  a  man.  If  you  look  carefully  you 
will  see  a  man  actually  within  it;  but,  to  quote 
Shakespeare's  quaint  simile,  he  will  appear  to  your 
eyes  not  half  as  gross  as  a  beetle !  In  all  like- 
lihood he  is  not  a  man,  but  only  a  boy ;  for  it  is 
boys  who  are  selected  to  perform  this  elevated  and 
apparently  dangerous  service. 

How  did  the  boy  get  there  ?  will  probably  bo 
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your  next  question.  Bjr  running  your  eje  along 
the  curved  pole,  you  will  perceive  a  row  of  pro- 
jecting pegs  extending  from  bottom  to  top.  They 
are  quite  two  feet  apart ;  but  had  you  been  present 
while  that  youth  was  making  the  ascent — which  he 
did  by  the  help  of  these  pegs — ^you  would  have  seen 
bim  scramble  up  as  rapidly,  and  with  as  little  con- 
cern, as  a  sailor  would  ascend  the  ratlines  of  a 
ship  I  It  is  his  trade  to  do  so,  and  practice  has 
made  him  as  nimble  as  he  is  intrepid ;  but  you,  who 
are  unaccustomed  to  witness  such  tall  gymnastics, 
cannot  help  again  recalling  Shakespeare,  and  ex- 
claiming, with  the  great  dramatic  poet,  "  Fearful 
trade ! "  Quite  as  fearful,  indeed,  as  the  gathering 
of  "  samphire." 

But  what  is  this  trade  ?  What  is  all  this  con- 
trivance for — these  nets  and  tall  masts,  with 
"  crows'  nests  "  at  their  tops  ?  What  are  the  boys 
doing  up  there  ?  And  what  are  they  about  below — 
those  men,  women,  and  children — a  crowd  composed 
of  all  ages  and  all  sexes  ?    What  are  they  doing  ? 

Pigeon-catcMng,  That  is  what  they  are  doing, 
or  rather  what  they  are  aiming  to  do,  as  soon  as 
the  opportunity  offers.  These  people  are  simply 
pigeon-catchers.  # 
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What  sort  of  pigeons  ?  and  where  do  they  come 
from  P    These  questions  must  be  answered. 

To  the  first,  then,  the  answer  is  the  common 
European  wild  pigeon  (columha  palumbis).  It  is 
well  known  in  England  by  the  name  of  ^  wood- 
pigeon,"  and  in  France  it  is  called  rtmier.  In 
England  the  wood-pigeon  is  not  migratory.  In 
that  country  there  is  a  much  milder  winter  than  is 
experienced  in  the  same  or  even  a  mofe  southerly 
latitude  on  the  Continent.  This  enables  the  pigeon 
to  find  food  throughout  all  the  year,  and  it  there- 
fore remains  in  England.  In  continental  countries 
—France  among  the  number — the  severity  of  the 
winter  forces  it  southward ;  and  it  annually  migrates 
into  Africa — the  supposed  limit  of  its  flight  being 
the  chain  of  the  Atlas  mountains.  Of  course  the 
wood-pigeon  is  only  one  of  many  birds  that  make 
this  annual  tour,  taking,  as  the  rest  do,  a  '^  return 
ticket." 

Now  the  ramiers  of  France,  in  passing  south- 
ward, must  ply  their  wings  a  little  more  strenu- 
ously to  mount  over  the  snowy  summits  of  the 
Pyrenees;  but  they  only  commence  ascending  to 
this  higher  elevation  when  near  the  mountains. 
The  ridge  at  Bagneres  chances  to  lie  in  the  line 
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of  ikeir  flight — of  eoorae,  not  of  all  of  tbem,  but 
saeh  as  may  be  sweeping  along  in  that  particular 
meridian;  and,  passing  between  tbe  tall  trees 
already  mentioned,  tbej  get  caugbt  in  tbe  mesbes 
of  tbe  nets.  Tbe  moment  tbej  strike  tbese — several 
of  tbem  coming  ^  butt"  against  one  at  tbe  same 
instant, —  a  trigger  is  pulled  by  tbe  men — wbo  are 
bdow  eoneealed  under  screens — and  tbis  trigger, 
acting  on  a  string,  causes  tbe  net  to  drop,  witb  tbe 
flattering  Tietims  safely  secured  in  its  mesbes. 

Wben  tbe  fligbt  bas  passed,  tbe  women,  girls, 
boys,  and  eren  tbe  cbildren,  rusb  fortb  from  tbeir 
biding-places ;  and,  seizing  tbe  struggling  birds, 
put  a  quick  termination  to  tbeir  fruitless  efforts, 
by  biting  eacb  of  tbem  in  tbe  neck.  Old,  balf- 
tootbless  crones — ^for  this  is  especially  tbeir  part  of 
tbe  performance — will  be  seen  thus  giving  the  final 
coup  to  tbe  beautiful  but  unfortunate  wanderers ! 

And  still  we  have  not  explained  what  the  boys 
are  doing  up  yonder.  "Well,  we  shall  now  an- 
nounce tbeir  metier.  Eacb  bas  taken  up  with  him 
a  number  of  little  billets  of  wood,  fashioned  some- 
thing like  the  letter  Y,  and  about  six  inches  in 
length.  When  this  billet  is  flung  into  tbe  air, 
and  twirls  about  in  its  descent,  it  exhibits  some 
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resemblance — ^though  not  a  very  close  one — to  a 
flying  pigeon-hawk.  The  resemblance,  however,  is 
near  enough  to  "  do  "  the  pigeons ;  for  when  they 
are  within  about  one  hundred  yards  of  the  crows' 
nest,  the  boy  launches  his  billet  into  the  air,  and 
the  birds,  believing  it  to  be  a  hawk,  immediately 
dip  several  yards  in  their  flight — as  they  may  be 
seen  to  do  when  a  real  hawk  makes  his  appear- 
ance. This  descent  usually  brings  them  low  enough 
to  pass  between  the  trees ;  and  of  course  the  old 
women  soon  get  their  teeth  upon  them. 

The  pigeon-catching  is  not  free  to  every  one 
who  may  take  a  "  fancy  "  to  it.  There  are  pigeon- 
catchers  by  trade;  who,  with  their  families,  follow 
it  as  a  regular  calling  during  the  season,  while  it 
lasts ;  and  this,  as  already  stated,  is  in  the  months 
of  September  and  October.  The  JPalombiere,  or 
pigeon-ridge,  belongs  to  the  communal  authorities, 
who  let  it  out  in  sections  to  the  people  that 
follow  the  calling  of  pigeon-netting ;  and  these,  in 
their  turn,  dispose  of  the  produce  of  their  nets  in 
the  markets  of  Bagneres  and  other  neighbouring 
towns. 

Every  one  knows  how  excellent  for  the  table 
is  the  flesh  of  this  beautiful  bird:  so  much  is 
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ifc  esteemedy  that  eyen  at  Bagncres,  in  the  season 
of  tfadr  greatest  plenty,  a  pair  will  fetch  a  market 
of  fiom  twelve  to  twenty  sous. 


CHAPTEE  XIX. 

THE  FTBENEES. 

Sfeakikg  geologically,  the  Pyrenees  extend  along 
the  whole  north  of  Spain,  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  the  province  of  Galicia  on  the  Atlantic ; 
and  in  this  sense  the  chain  may  be  regarded  as 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  miles  in  leugth. 
More  properly,  however,  the  term  "  Pyrenees"  is 
limited  to  that  portion  of  the  range  which  lies 
directly  between  Prance  and  Spain;  in  other 
words,  along  the  neck  or  isthmus  of  the  Spanish 
peninsula.  Thus  limited,  the  range  is  less  than 
half  the  above  length,  or  about  three  hundred 
miles ;  while  its  average  breadth  is  fifty. 

Though    less    elevated    than    the    Alps,    the 
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PTrenees  mountains  are  no  molehills.  Their  high- 
est peak,  Maladetta,  towers  above  11,000  feet ;  and 
several  others  are  of  nearly  equal  height — while  more 
than  forty  summits  reach  the  elevation  of  9,000 ! 

The  most  elevated  peaks  are  near  the  centre  of 
the  Pyrenees,  the  range  gradually  dipping  down- 
ward as  the  extremities  are  approached.  Por  this 
reason  the  most  practicable  passes  are  found  near 
the  eastern  and  western  ends ;  though  many  also 
exist  in  the  central  part  of  the  chain.  In  all,  there 
are  fifty  passes  or  "ports,*'  as  they  are  called, 
leading  from  the  Prench  to  the  Spanish  side ;  but 
only  five  of  these  are  practicable  for  wheeled 
vehicles  ;  and  a  large  number  are  only  known  (or 
at  all  events  only  travelled)  by  the  smugglers — 
oontrahandistas — a  class  of  gentry  who  swarm  on 
both  sides  of  the  Pyrenean  frontier. 

The  superficial  extent  of  these  mountains  is 
about  11,000  or  12,000  square  miles.  Part  of 
this  is  French,  and  the  remainder  Spanish  terri- 
tory. As  a  general  rule,  the  "  divide,'*  or  main 
axis  of  the  ridge  forms  the  boundary  line ;  but 
in  the  eastern  section,  the  Prench  territory  has 
been  extended  beyond  the  natural  frontier. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  Pyrenees  con- 
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BiBts  both  of  primitiTO  and  Becondarj  rocks — the 
latter  being  greater  in  mass,  and  composed  of 
argiUaoeont  schist,  grauwacke  (schistose  and  com- 
mon), and  limestone.  Mines  of  lead,  iron,  and 
copper  are  found  in  this  formation — the  lead  con- 
taining  a  proportion  of  silyer.  The  primitive 
reeks  are  granite;  and  run  in  zones  or  belts, 
extended  lengthwise  in  the  direction  of  the  chain ; 
and  it  is  in  the  rupture  between  these  and  the 
tnmsition  strata,  that  the  chemical  springs,  for 
which  the  Pyrenees  are  so  famous,  gush  forth. 
Of  these  remarkable  fountains — many  of  them 
almost  at  boiling  heat — no  less  than  253  have 
been  discovered  in  different  parts  of  the  range. 
A  great  number  of  them  are  celebrated  for  their 
medicinal  virtues,  and  are  the  favourite  summer 
resorts  of  invalids,  as  well  as  the  votaries  of 
pleasure,  from  all  parts  of  the  world — but  more 
especially  from  France  and  Spain. 

The  botany  of  the  Pyrenees  is  full  of  interest. 
It  may  be  regarded  as  an  epitome  of  the  whole 
European ^ra :  since  scarcely  a  plant  exists,  from 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  Arctic  sea,  that  has  not 
a  representative  species  in  some  part  of  this 
mountain   chain.       In   the    valleys    and     lower 
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slopes  of  the  mountains  the  forest  is  chiefly  com- 
posed of  Lombardy  poplars  and  sycamores;  a 
little  higher^  the  Spanish  chesnut;,  oaks,  hazels, 
and  alders,  the  mountain  ash  and  birch  trees 
abound ;  and  still  farther  up  you  enter  the  region 
of  the  pines — the  pinus  sylveatris  growing  in  dense 
continuous  forests,  while  the  more  graceful  "  stone 
pine"  is  seen  only  in  isolated  groups  or  scattered 
trees.  Everywhere  a  rich  flora  meets  the  eye; 
flowers  of  the  most  lovely  hues  reflected  in  crystal 
rivulets — for  the  waters  of  the  Pyrenees  are  pure 
beyond  comparison,  such  a  thing  as  a  turbid  stream 
being  unknown  throughout  the  whole  range. 

Above  the  pipe  forests  the  mountains  exhibit  a 
zone  of  naked  declivities,  stretching  upward  to  the 
line  of  congelation — which  in  the  Pyrenees  is 
higher  than  upon  the  Alps.  The  former  has  been 
variously  estimated :  some  fixing  it  at  8,300  feet, 
while  others  raise  it  as  high  as  9,000 ;  but,  indeed, 
it  would  be  more  just  to  say  that  the  snow  line 
depends  greatly  upon  the  locality  of  the  particular 
mountain,  and  its  southern  or  northern  exposure. 

In  any  case,  it  is  more  than  1,000  feet  higher 
than  on  the  Alps;  the  superior  elevation  being 
accounted  for,  by  the  more  southern  latitude  of 
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the  IVancoSpanisli  chain.  Perhaps  the  proximity 
of  the  8ea  has  more  to  do  with  this  phenomenon 
than  the  trifling  difference  of  latitude  ? 

TTpon  the  higher  declivities  and  summits,  snow- 
fields  and  glaciers  abound,  as  in  the  Alps ;  and 
even  in  some  of  the  passes  these  phenomena 
are  encountered.  Most  of  the  passes  are  higher 
than  those  of  the  Alps ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
greater  elevation  of  the  snow-line,  they  remain 
open  throughout  the  winter.  At  all  seasons, 
however,  they  are  by  no  means  easy  to  traverse ; 
and  the  cold  winds  that  whistle  through  them  are 
scarce  to  be  endured.  The  Spaniards,  who  have  a 
proverbial  expression  for  almost  every  idea,  have 
not  neglected  this  one.  In  the  ports  (puertos)  of 
the  Pyrenees,  say  they,  "  the  father  waits  not  for 
bis  son,  nor  the  son  for  his  father." 

If  the  passes  across  these  mountains  aref  higher 
than  those  of  the  Alps,  the  transverse  valleys  are 
the  reverse ;  those  of  the  Pyrenees  being  in  general 
much  lower.  The  consequence  is,  that  from  the 
bottom  of  these  valleys  the  mountains  themselves 
appear  far  loftier  than  any  of  the  Alpine  peaks, — 
the  eye  taking  in  at  one  view  a  greater  angle  of 
elevation. 
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The  fauna  of  the  Fyrenean  chain,  though  less 
full  and  varied  than  its  flora^  is  nevertheless  of 
great  interest.  In  the  more  densely  wooded  soli- 
tudes, and  higher  declivities  of  the  mountains, 
a  large  bear  is  found,  whose  light  fulvous-coloured 
body  and  black  paws  pronounce  him  a  different 
animal  from  the  wrms  arctas.  If  he  be  the  same 
species,  as  naturalists  assert,  he  claims  at  least 
to  be  a  permanent  variety,  and  deserves  his  dis- 
tinctive appellation  of  wrsus  pyrenaicut. 

Wolves  abound ;  Spanish  wolves,  long  famed  for 
their  fierceness ;  the  common  whitish-brown  wolf 
(cams  lupus),  and  a  darker  and  still  larger  variety — 
in  short,  a  black  wolf,  designated  the  "  wolf  of  the 
Pyrenees,"  though  it  is  equally  a  denizen  of  the 
other  mountain  sierras  of  Portugal  and  Spain. 

The  European  lynx  (felis  lynx),  and  the  wild 
cat,  both  skulk  through  the  Pyrenean  forests ; 
the  former  now  only  rarely  seen.  Along  the  naked 
cliffs  leaps  the  "  izzard,'*  which  is  identical  with 
the  chamois  of  the  Alps  (antelope  rupicaprd)  ;  and 
in  the  same  localities,  but  more  rarely  seen,  the 
"bouquetin,"  or  "tur"  (aigocerus  pyrenaictis) — a 
species  of  ibex,  not  identical  with  the  eapra  ibex 
of  LinnsBus  and  the  Alpine  mountains. 
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Birds  of  many  European  species  frequent  the 
lower  forests  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  fill  the  sheltered 
▼alleyB  with  their  vocal  music ;  while,  soaring  above 
the  mountain  summits,  may  be  seen  the  great 
vulture-eagle,  or  "  lammergeyer,"  watching  with 
greedy  eye  the  feeble  lambkin,  or  the  new-born 
kid  of  the  ibex  and  izzard. 

With  such  knowledge  of  their  natural  history, 
it  WM  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  interest  that 
our  young  hunters  turned  their  faces  towards  that 
vast  serried  rampart  that  separates  the  land  of  the 
Qmvl  from  the  country  of  the  Iberian. 

It  was  by  the  Val  d*Ossau,  literally  the  "  valley 
of  the  bear,"  that  they  made  their  approach  to  the 
mountains, — that  valley  celebrated  as  the  residence 
and  hunting-ground  of  Henri  of  Navarre;  but 
now,  in  modem  days,  noted  for  its  valuable  thermal 
springs  of  JEJaux  Bonnes  and  Uaux  Chaudes. 

Up  this  mountain  gorge  went  our  heroes,  their 
faces  turned  southward,  and  their  eyes  carried 
high  up  to  the  Pic  du  Midi  d'Ossau — the  moun- 
tain of  the  bears — an  appropriate  name  for  that 
beacon  which  was  now  directing  their  course. 
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CHAPTEE  XX. 

▲  K  ODD  AYALAirOHE. 

It  18  needless  to  saj  that  the  young  Bossiana  were 
delighted  with  the  scenes  that  met  their  eyes  in 
this  fair  southern  land ;  and  many  of  them  are 
found  faithfully  described  in  their  journal.  They 
noted  tbe  picturesque  dresses  of  the  Fyreneati 
peasantry  —  so  different  from  the  eternal  blue 
blouse  which  they  had  met  in  northern  and  central 
France.  Here  was  worn  the  **  barret,"  of  scarlet 
or  white,  the  rich  brown  jacket  and  red  sash  of  the 
peculiar  costumes  of  the  Basque  and  Beamais 
peasants — a  fine  race  of  men,  and  one,  too,  his- 
torically noble.  They  saw  carts  drawn  by  large- 
limbed  cream-coloured  oxen ;  and  passed  flocks  of 
sheep  and  milch  goats,  tended  by  shepherds  in 
picturesque  dresses,  and  guarded  by  numbers  of 
large  Pyrenoan  dogs,  whose  chief  duty  was  to  pro- 
tect their  charge  from  the  wolves.     Thev  saw  men 
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standing  knee-deep  in  the  water,  surroonded  br 
drores  of  pigs — ^the  latter  Tolantarilj  submitting 
themselres  to  a  process  of  washing,  which  resulted 
in  prodncing  orer  their  skins  a  roseate,  pinkj 
appearance.  It  could  be  seen,  too,  that  these 
paekydermt  not  onlj  submitted  Toluntaiilj  to  the 
operation,  but  with  a  keen  sense  of  enjoyment,  as 
erinoed  bj  their  contented  grunts,  and  bj  their 
long  tailsy  hanging  "kinkless"  while  the  large 
calabashes  of  water  were  poured  orer  their  backs. 
Perhaps  to  this  careful  management  of  the  Fjrre- 
nean  pigs  are  the  beautiful  '^Bajonne  hams" 
indebted  for  their  celebritv. 

Further  on,  our  travellers  passed  a  plumire,  or 
*•  hen-bath."  Here  was  a  tank — another  thermal 
spring — ^in  which  the  water  was  something  more 
than  "  tepid."  In  fact,  it  was  almost  on  the  boil ; 
and  Tet  in  this  tank  a  number  of  women  were 
ducking  their  hens — not,  as  might  be  supposed, 
dead  ones,  in  order  to  scald  off  their  feathers,  but 
live  fowls,  to  rid  them,  as  thev  said,  of  parasitical 
insects,  and  make  them  feel  more  comfortable! 
As  the  water  was  almost  hot  enough  to  parboil 
the  poor  birds,  and  as  the  women  held  them  in  it 
ioimersed  to  the  necks,  the  com/art  of  the  thing — 
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80  thought  our  travellers — was  rather  a. doubtful 
question. 

A  little  further  on,  another  "  custom"  of  the 
French  Pyrenees  came  imder  the  eyes  of  the 
party.  Their  ears  were  assailed  by  a  singular 
medley  of  sounds,  that  rose  from  a  little  valley 
near  the  side  of  the  road.  On  looking  into  the 
valley,  they  saw  a  crowd  of  forty  or  fifty  women, 
all  engaged  in  the  same  operation,  which  was 
that  of  fiax-hackling.  They  learnt  from  this  that 
in  the  Pyrenean  countries  the  women  are  the 
hacklers  of  fiax  ;  and  that,  instead  of  eacb  staying 
at  her  own  home  to  perform  the  operation,  a  large 
number  of  them  meet  together  in  some  shaded 
spot,  bringing  their  unhackled  flax  along  with 
them ;  and  there,  amidst  jesting  and  laughing  and 
singing,  the  rough  staple  is  reduced  to  its  shining 
and  silky  fineness. 

Still  another  curious  custom  was  observed ;  but 
this  was  further  on,  and  higher  up  the  sides  of  the 
mountains.  Their  observation  of  it  was  attended 
with  some  degree  of  danger,  and  therefore  came 
very  close  on  being  an  "adventure."  For  this 
reason  it  found  a  place  among  the  events  recorded 
in  their  journal. 
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It  should  be  remarked,  that  all  three  were 
mounted — Alexis  and  Ivan  upon  stout,  active 
ponies,  of  that  race  for  which  the  Pyrenees, — espe- 
cially the  western  section  of  them, — are  celehrated. 
Fonchskin's  mount  was  not  of  the  genus  equus,  nor 
yet  an  adnut,  but  a  hybrid  of  both  genera, — in 
short,  a  mule. 

It  was  a  French  mule,  and  a  very  large  one : 
for  it  required  a  good-sized  quadruped  of  the 
kind  to  make  an  appropriate  roadster  for  the 
6z*grenadier  of  the  Imperial  guard.  It  was  not  a 
very  fat  mule,  however,  but  raw-boned  and  gaunt 
as  a  Pyrenean  wolf. 

Of  course  these  animals  were  all  hired  ones — 
obtained  at  Eaux  Bonnes,  and  engaged  for  the 
trip  across  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Spanish  side — 
as  also  to  be  used  in  any  deviations  that  the 
hunters  should  think  proper  to  make,  while  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  the  bear. 

From  the  nearest  village  on  the  Spanish  side, 
the  animals  were  to  be  sent  back  to  their  owner ; 
for  it  was  not  the  intention  of  our  travellers  to 
return  to  the  French  territory. 

Having  crossed  the  mountains,  and  accom- 
plishing the  object  for  which  they  had  visited 
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then),  tbeir  course  would  then  be  continued  south- 
ward^ through  Spain. 

Along  with  them — also  mounted  on  mule- 
back— was  a  fourth  individual,  whose  services  they 
had  secured.  His  metier  was  manifold — on  this 
occasion  combining  in  his  single  person  at  least 
three  purposes.  Pirst,  he  was  to  serve  them  as 
guide;  secondly,  he  was  to  bring  back  the 
hired  horses;  and,  thirdly,  he  was  to  aid  them 
in  the  ''  chasse  "  of  the  bear:  for  it  so  happened 
that  this  man-of-all-work  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  "  izzard-hunters  "  of  the  Pyrenees.  It  is 
scarcely  correct  to  say  it  happened  so.  Bather  was 
it  a  thing  of  design  than  chance ;  for  it  was  on 
account  of  his  fame  as  a  hunter,  that  he  had  been 
engaged  for  the  triple  duty  he  was  now  called 
upon  to  fulfil. 

The  four  travellers,  then,  all  mounted  as  we 
have  described,  were  ascending  a  very  steep  de- 
clivity. They  had  left  the  last  hamlet — and  even 
the  last  house — behind  them ;  and  were  now  climb- 
ing one  of  the  outlying  spurs  that  project  many 
miles  from  the  main  axis  of  the  mountains.  The 
road  they  were  following  scarcely  deserved  the 
name;   being  a  pack-road,  or  mere  bridle-path; 
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and  so  steep  was  the  ascent,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  zigzag  nearly  a  dozen  times,  before  the  summit 
of  the  ridge  cotdd  be  attained. 

While  entering  upon  this  path,  and  near  the 
base  of  the  ridge,  they  had  noticed  the  forms  of 
men  far  above  them,  moving  about  the  summit,  as 
if  engaged  in  some  work.  Their  guide  told  them 
that  these  men  were  faggot-cutters,  whose  busi- 
ness was  to  procure  firewood  for  the  towns  in 
the  valley. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  bit  of  information  to 
produce  astonishment.  What  did  astonish  our 
travellers,  however,  was  the  mode  in  which  these 
men  transported  their  firewood  down  the  moun- 
tain, of  which,  shortly  after,  they  were  treated 
to  an  exhibition.  As  they  were  zigzagging  up  the 
mountain-path,  their  ears  were  all  at  once  saluted 
by  a  noise  that  resembled  a  crashing  of  stones, 
mingled  with  a  crackling  of  sticks.  The  noise 
appeared  to  proceed  from  above ;  and,  on  looking 
up,  they  beheld  a  number  of  dark  objects  coming 
in  full  rush  down  the  declivity.  These  objects 
were  of  rounded  form — in  fact,  they  were  bundles 
of  faggots — and  so  rapidly  did  they  roll  over,  and 
make  way   down  the    mountain,    that    had  our 
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trayellers  chanced  to  be  in  their  track,  they  might 
have  found  some  difficulty  in  getting  out  of  the  wajr. 
Such  was  their  reflection  at  the  moment ;  and 
they  were  even  thanking  their  stars  that  they  had 
escaped  the  danger,  when  all  at  once  a  fresh 
avalanche  of  faggots  was  launched  from  above; 
and  these  were  evidently  bounding  straight  to- 
wards the  party !  It  was  impossible  to  tell  which 
way  to  go — whether  to  rush  forward  or  draw 
back :  for  what  with  the  inequality  of  the  moun- 
tain-side, and  the  irregular  rolling  of  the  bundles, 
they  could  not  tell  the  exact  direction  they  would 
take.  All  therefore  drew  up,  and  waited  the  result 
in  silent  apprehension.  Of  course  they  had  not  long 
to  wait  —  scarce  a  second  —  for  the  huge  bundles 
bounding  on,  each  moment  with  increased  impetus, 
came  down  with  the  suddenness  of  a  thunder- 
clap ;  and  before  the  words  "Jack  Robinson  "  could 
have  been  pronounced,  they  went  whizzing  past 
with  the  velocity  of  aerolites,  and  with  such  a 
force,  that  had  one  of  them  struck  either  mule  or 
pony  it  would  have  hurled  both  the  quadruped  and 
its  rider  to  the  bottom  of  the  mountain.  It  was 
only  their  good  fortune  that  saved  them :  for  in 
such  a  place  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
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most  adroit  eque6trian  to  have  got  out  of  the  way. 
The  path  was  not  the  two  hreadths  of  a  horse  ;  and 
to  have  wheeled  roand,  or  even  drawn  hack  upon  it, 
would  have  heen  a  risk  of  itself. 

They  rode  on,  again  congratulating  themselves 
on  their  escape;  but  fancy  their  consternation 
when  they  found  themselves  once  more,  and  for  the 
third  time,  exposed  to  the  very  same  danger! 
Again  came  a  set  of  bundles  rolling  and  tearing 
down  the  slope,  the  billets  rattling  and  crackling 
as  they  rolled;  again  they  went  swishing  by; 
again,  by  the  merest  accident,  did  they  miss  the 
travellers,  as  they  stood  upon  the  path. 

Now,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  faggots 
were  being  launched  all  along  the  ridge  of  the 
hill;  and  that,  go  which  way  they  might,  our 
party  would  still  be  exposed  to  the  danger.  Not 
so.  The  bundles  were  all  rolled  down  at  one 
particular  place — where  the  slope  was  most  favour- 
able for  this  purpose — but  it  was  the  zigzag  path, 
which  every  now  and  then  obliqued  across  the  line 
of  the  wood-avalanche,  that  had  thus  repeatedly 
placed  them  in  peril. 

As  they  had  yet  to  "quarter"  the  declivity  several 
times  before  they  could  reach  the  summit,  they  were 


156  BRUIN. 

more  careful  about  approachiqg  the  line  of  descent ; 
and  whenever  thej  drew  near  it,  they  put  their 
ponies  and  mules  to  as  good  a  speed  as  thej  could 
take  out  of  them. 

Though  all  four  succeeded  in  reaching  the  summit 
in  safety,  it  did  not  hinder  Pouchskin  from  pouring 
out  his  vial  of  wrath  on  the  heads  of  the  offending 
woodcutters ;  and  if  they  could  have  only  under- 
stood his  Bussian,  they  would  have  heard  them- 
selves called  by  a  good  many  hard  names,  and 
threatened  with  a  second  pursuit  of  Moscow. 
"  Frog-eating  Frenchmen !  '*  was  the  very  mildest 
title  which  the  ex-guardsman  bestowed  upon 
tbem;  but  as  his  Russian  was  not  translated,  of 
course  the  phrase  fell  harmless — else  it  would  have 
undoubtedly  been  retaliated  by  a  taunt  about 
''  tallow." 

The  "  izzard-hunter "  swore  at  them  to  more 
purpose;  for  he,  too,  having  imdergone  equal 
risk  with  the  rest  of  the  party,  had  equally  good 
reasons  for  being  angry ;  and  giving  utterance  to 
a  long  string  of  execrations  with  all  the  volubility 
of  a  Bearnais,  he  further  threatened  them  with 
the  terrors  of  the  law. 

As  the  woodcutters,   slightly  stupefied  by  this 
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unexpected  attack,  submitted  with  tolerable  grace^ 
and  said  nothing  in  reply,  the  izzard-hunter  at 
length  cooled  down,  and  the  party  proceeded  on 
their  way ;  Fouchskin,  as  he  rode  off,  shaking  his 
clenched  fist  at  the  staring  logchoppers,  and 
hissing  out  in  angry  aspirate  another  Bussian 
shibboleth,  which  neither  could  nor  should  be 
translated* 


CHAPTEE  XXI. 

A  MEETING  WITH  MITLETEEES. 

A  LITTLE  beyond  the  scene  of  their  encounter 
with  the  woodcutters,  the  path  entered  among 
the  gorges  of  the  mountains,  and  the  level  plains 
of  "France  were  for  a  time  lost  to  their  view.  The 
route  they  were  following  was  a  mere  bridle-track, 
quite  impracticable  for  carriages,  but  leading  to 
one  of  the  "  ports  "  already  mentioned,  by  which 
they  could  pass  through  to  the  Spanish  side. 
Through  this  port  a  considerable  traffic  is  carried 
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on  between  the  two  countries — most  of  the  carry- 
ing beiog  done  by  Spanish  muleteers,  who  cross 
the  mountains  conducting  large  trains  of  mules — 
all,  except  those  upon  which  they  themselves  ride, 
laden  with  packs  and  bales  of  merchandise. 

That  such  a  traffic  was  carried  over  this  route, 
our  Bussian  travellers  needed  no  other  evidence 
than  what  came  under  their  own  eyes ;  for  shortly 
after,  on  rounding  a  point  of  rock,  they  saw  before 
them  a  large  drove  of  mules,  gaily  caparisoned  with 
red  cloth  and  stamped  leather,  and  each  carrying 
its  pack.  The  gang  had  halted  on  a  platform  of 
no  great  breadth  ;  and  the  drivers — about  a  dozen 
men  in  all — were  seen  seated  upon  the  rocks,  a 
little  way  in  advance  of  the  animals.  Each  wore  a 
capacious  cloak  of  brown  cloth — ^a  favourite  colour 
among  the  Fyrenean  Spaniards;  and  what  with 
their  swarthy  complexions,  bearded  lips,  and  wild 
attire,  it  would  have  been  pardonable  enough  to 
have  mistaken  them  for  a  band  of  brigands,  or,  at 
all  events,  a  party  of  eantrabandisias. 

They  were  neither  one  nor  the  other,  howcTer ; 
but  honest  Spanish  muleteers,  on  their  way  to  a 
French  market,  with  commodities  prodooed  on  tbe 
tontiiem  side  of  the  moontiunB. 
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As  our  trayellers  came  up,  they  were  in  the  act 
of  discussing  a  luncheon,  which  consisted  simply 
of  black  bread,  tough  goat's-milk  cheese,  and  thin 
Malaga  wine — the  last  carried  in  a  skin  bag,  out 
of  which  each  individual  drank  in  his  turn,  simply 
holding  up  the  bag  and  pouring  the  wine  by  a 
small  jet  down  his  throat. 

They  were  good-humoured  fellows,  and  invited 
our  trayellers  to  taste  their  wine ;  which  invitation 
it  would  have  been  ill-mannered  to  refuse.  Ivan 
and  Alexis  emptied  some  out  into  their  silver  cups 
— which  they  carried  slung  conveniently  to  their 
belts ;  but  Fouchskin  not  having  his  can  so 
ready,  essayed  to  drink  the  wine  after  the  fashion 
of  the  muleteers.  But  the  goat-skin  bag,  clumsily 
manipulated  in  the  hands  of  the  old  guardsman, 
instead  of  sending  the  stream  into  his  mouth, 
jetted  it  all  over  his  face  and  into  his  eyes,  blind- 
ing and  half-choking  him!  As  he  stood  in  his 
stultified  attitude,  wine-skin  in  hand,  the  precious 
fluid  running  down  his  nose,  and  dripping  from  the 
tips  of  his  grand  mustachios,  he  presented  a  pic- 
ture that  caused  the  muleteers  to  laugh  till  the 
tears  ran  down  their  cheeks ;  shouting  out  their 
hravos  and  other  exclamations,   as  if  they  were 
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applauding  some  exquisite  piece  of  performance  in 
a  theatre. 

Ponchskintook  it  all  in  good  part,  and  the  mule- 
teers pressed  him  to  trj  again ;  but,  not  caring 
to  expose  himself  to  a  fresh  burst  of  ridicule,  the 
old  grenadier  borrowed  the  cup  of  one  of  his  joung 
masters ;  and  by  the  help  of  this  managed  mat- 
ters a  little  more  to  his  mind.  As  the  wine 
tasted  good  to  the  old  soldier's  palate,  and  as  the 
hospitable  muleteers  invited  him  to  drink  as  much 
as  he  pleased,  it  was  not  until  the  goat-skin  bag 
exhibited  symptoms  of  collapse,  that  he  returned 
it  to  its  owners. 

Perhaps  had  Pouchskin  not  indulged  so  freely 
in  the  seducing  Malaga  tipple,  he  might  have 
avoided  a  very  perilous  adventure  which  befell  him 
almost  on  the  instant,  and  which  we  shall  now 
relate. 

Our  travellers,  after  exchanging  some  further  civi- 
lities with  the  muleteers,  had  once  more  mounted, 
and  were  about  proceeding  on  their  way.  Pouch- 
skin,  riding  his  great  Erench  jennet,  had  started 
in  the  advance.  Just  in  front  of  him,  however, 
the  pack  mules  were  standing  in  a  cluster — not 
only  blocking  up  the  path,  but  barring  the  way  on 
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both  sides — so  that  to  get  beyond  them  it  would 
be  necessary  to  pass  through  their  midst.  The  ani- 
mals all  seemed  tranquil  enough — some  picking  at 
the  bushes  that  were  within  their  reach,  but  most  of 
them  standing  perfectly  still,  occasionally  shaking 
their  long  ears,  or  changing  one  leg  to  throw  the 
weight  upon  another.  Fouchskin  saw  that  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  among  them ;  and,  probably,  had 
he  squeezed  quietly  through,  they  might  have  re- 
mained still,  and  taken  no  notice  of  him.  But, 
elated  with  the  wine  he  had  drunk,  the  ex-grena- 
dier, instead  of  following  this  moderate  course, 
drove  his  spurs  into  his  great  French  hybrid,  and 
with  a  loud  charging  yell — such  as  might  have 
issued  from  the  throat  of  a  Cossack — he  dashed 
right  into  the  midst  of  the  drove. 

Whether  it  was  because  the  animal  he  bestrode 
was  French,  or  whether  something  in  Pouchskin's 
voice  had  sounded  ill  in  their  ears,  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  say,  but  all,  at  once  the  whole  Spanish  mulada 
was  perceived  to  be  in  motion  —  each  individual 
mule  rushing  towards  Pouchskin  with  pricked 
ears,  open  mouth,  and  tail  elevated  in  the  air! 
It  was  too  late  for  him  to  hear  the  cry  of  the 
izzard  hunter,  "prenez-ffarde!"  or  the  synonym. 
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"guarda  te!**  of  the  muleteers.  He  may  have  heard 
both  these  cautionary  exclamations,  but  they 
reached  him  too  late  to  be  of  any  service  to  him : 
for  before  he  could  have  counted  six,  at  least  twice 
that  number  of  mules  had  closed  round  him,  and 
with  a  simultaneous  scream  commenced  snapping 
and  biting  at  both  him  and  his  French  roadster  with 
all  the  fury  of  famished  wolves !  In  vain  did  the 
stalwart  jennet  defend  itself  with  its  shod  hoofs,  in 
vain  did  its  rider  lay  round  him  with  his  whip :  for 
not  only  did  the  Spanish  mules  assail  him  with 
their  teeth,  but,  turning  tail  as  well,  they  sent  their 
heels  whistling  around  his  head,  and  now  and  then 
thumping  against  his  legs,  until  his  leather  boots 
and  breeches  cracked  under  their  kicks  ! 

Of  course  the  muleteers,  on  perceiving  Pouch- 
skin's  dilemma,  had  rushed  instantaneously  to  the 
rescue ;  *  and  with  loud  cries  and  cracking  of  their 
whips — as  muleteers  alone  can  crack  them — were 
endeavouring  to  beat  off  the  assailants.  But,  with 
all  their  exertions,  backed  by  their  authority  over 
the  animals,  Pouchskin  might  have  fared  badly 
enough,  had  not  an  opportunity  offered  for  extri- 
cating himself.  His  animal,  fleeing  from  the  per- 
secution of  its  Spanish  enemies,  had  rushed  in 
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among  some  boulders  of  rock.  Thither  it  was 
hotlj  pursued ;  and  Pouchskin  would  again  have 
been  orertaken,  had  he  not  made  a  very  skilful  and 
extensive  leap  out  of  the  saddle,  and  landed  him- 
self on  a  ledge  of  rock.  From  this  he  was  able  to 
clamber  still  higher,  until  he  had  reached  a  point 
that  entirely  cleared  him  of  the  danger. 

TheFrench  jennet,  however,  had  still  to  sustain  the 
attack  of  the  infuriated  mules ;  but,  now  that  it  was 
relieved  from  the  encumbrance  of  its  heavy  rider,  it 
gained  fresh  confidence  in  its  long  legs ;  and  making 
a  dash  through  the  midst  of  the  mulada,  it  struck 
off  up  the  mountain-path,  and  galloped  clear  out  of 
sight.  The  mules,  encumbered  with  their  packs, 
did  not  show  any  inclination  to  follow,  and  the 
drama  was  thus  brought  to  a  termination. 

The  woe-begone  look  of  the  old  guardsman,  as 
he  stood  perched  upon  the  high  pinnacle  of  rock, 
was  again  too  much  for  the  muleteers  ;  and  one  and 
all  of  them  gave  utterance  to  fresh  peals  of  laughter. 
His  young  masters  were  too  much  concerned 
about  their  faithful  Pouchskin  to  give  way  to 
mirth ;  but  on  ascertaining  that  he  had  only  re- 
ceived a  few  insignificant  bruises, — thanks  to  the 
Spanish  mules  not  being  shod, — ^they,  too,  were  very 
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much  diipofed  to  bave  a  laugh  at  his  expense. 
AlexU  was  of  opinion  that  their  follower  had  made 
rather  free  with  the  wine-skin ;  and  therefore  re- 
garded the  chastisement  rather  in  the  light  of  a 
just  retribution. 

It  cost  the  izzard  hunter  a  chase  before  Pouch- 
skin's  runaway  could  be  recovered ;  but  the  cap- 
ture of  the  jennet  was  at  length  effected ;  and,  all 
things  being  set  to-rights,  a  parting  salute  was 
once  more  exchanged  with  the  muleteers,  and  the 
travellers  proceeded  on  their  way. 
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CHAPTER  XXTL 

THE     FTBEITEAK     BEABS. 

It  was  well  they  had  the  izzard  hunter  for  a  guide, 
for  without  him  thej  might  have  searched  a  long 
time  without  finding  a  bear.  These  animals, 
although  plenteous  enough  in  the  Pyrenees  some 
half-century  ago,  are  now  only  to  be  met  with  in 
the  most  remote  and  solitary  places.  Such  forest- 
tracts,  as  lie  well  into  the  interior  gorges  of  the 
mountains,  and  where  the  lumberer's  axe  never 
sounds  in  his  ears,  are  the  winter  haunts  of  the 
Pyrenean  bear ;  while  in  summer  he  roams  to  a 
higher  elevation — along  the  lower  edge  of  the  snow- 
fields  and  glaciers,  where  he  finds  the  roots  and 
bulbs  of  many  Alpine  plants,  and  even  lichens, 
congenial  to  his  taste.  He  sometimes  steals  into 
the  lower  valleys,  where  these  are  but  sparsely 
cultivated ;  and  gathers  a  meal  of  young  maize,  or 
potatoes,  where  such  are  grown.  Of  truffles  he  is 
as  fond  as  a  Parisian  sybarite, — scenting  them  with 
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a  keenness  far  excelling  that  of  the  regular  truffle 
dog,  and  "  rooting  '*  them  out  from  under  the  shade 
of  the  great  oak  trees,  where  these  rare  delicacies 
are  inexplicably  produced. 

Like  his  near  congener,  the  brown  bear,  he  is 
frugivorous ;  and,  like  most  other  members  of  their 
common  family,  he  possesses  a  sweet  tooth,  and 
will  rob  bees  of  their  honey  whenever  he  can  find 
a  hive.  He  is  carnivorous  at  times,  and  not  un- 
frequently  makes  havoc  among  the  flocks  that  in 
summer  are  fed  far  up  on  the  declivities  of  the 
mountains  ;  but  it  has  been  observed  by  the  shep- 
herds, that  only  odd  individuals  are  given  to  this 
sanguinary  practice,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  the  bear 
will  not  molest  their  sheep.  On  this  account,  a 
belief  exists  among  the  mountaineers  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  bears  in  the  Pyrenees  ;  one,  an  eater 
of  fruits,  roots,  and  larvce, — the  other,  of  more 
carnivorous  habits,  that  eats  flesh,  and  preys  upon 
such  animals  as  he  can  catch.  The  latter  they 
allege  to  be  larger,  of  more  fierce  disposition,  and 
when  assailed,  caring  not  to  avoid  an  encounter  with 
man.  The  facts  may  be  true,  but  the  deduction  erro- 
neous. The  izzard  hunter's  opinion  was  that  the 
Pyrenean  bears  were  all  of  one  species ;  and  that, 
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if  there  were  two  kinds,  one  was  a  yoonger  and 
more  unsophisticated  sort,  the  other  a  hear  \f  horn 
greater  age  has  rendered  more  savage  in  disposition. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  Pjrenean  hear 
that  is  true  of  the  nrstis  arctosy — viz.,  having  once 
eaten  flesh,  he  acquires  a  taste  for  it;  and  to 
gratify  this,  of  course  the  fiercest  passions  of  his 
nature  are  called  into  play.  Hunger  may  have 
driven  him  to  his  flrst  meal  of  flesh  meat ;  and  after- 
wards he  seeks  it  from  choice. 

The  izzard  hunter's  father  rememhered  when 
bears  were  common  enough  in  the  lower  valleys ; 
and  then  not  only  did  the  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats 
suffer  severely,  hut  the  larger  kinds  of  cattle  were 
often  dragged  down  hy  the  ravenous  brutes— even 
men  lost  their  lives  in  encounters  with  them !  In 
modem  times,  such  occurrences  were  rare,  as  the 
bears  kept  high  up  the  mountains,  where  cattle  were 
never  taken,  and  where  men  went  very  seldom.  The 
hunter  stated,  that  the  bears  were  much  sought  after 
by  hunters  like  himself,  as  their  skins  were  greatly 
prized,  and  fetched  a  good  price ;  that  the  young 
bears  were  also  very  valuable,  and  to  capture  a  den 
of  cubs  was  esteemed  a  bit  of  rare  good  luck :  since 
these  were  brought  up  to  be  used  in  the  sports  of 
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bear-baiting  and  bear-dancing,  spectacles  greatly 
relished  in  the  frontier  towns  of  Prance. 

He  knew  of  no  particular  mode  for  taking  bears. 
Their  chase  was  too  precarious  to  make  it  worth 
while;  and  they  were  only  encountered  acci- 
dentally by  the  izzard  hunters,  when  in  pursuit  of 
their  own  regular  game.  Then  they  were  killed 
by  being  shot,  if  old  ones;  and  if  young,  they 
captured  them  by  the  aid  of  their  dogs. 

"  So  scarce  are  they,"  added  the  hunter,  "  that 
I  have  killed  only  three  this  whole* season ;  but  I 
know  where  there's  a  fourth — a  fine  fellow  too ; 
and  if  you  feel  inclined " 

The  young  Eussians  understood  the  hint. 
Money  is  all-powerful  everywhere  ;  and  a  gold 
coin  will  conduct  to  the  den  of  a  Pyrenean  bear, 
where  the  keenest-scented  hound  or  the  sharpest- 
sighted  hunter  would  fail  to  find  it.  In  an  instant 
almost,  the  bargain  was  made.  Ten  dollars  for 
the  haunt  of  the  bear ! 

The  Tic   du  Midi  d'Ossau  was  now  in  sight; 

and,  leaving  the  beaten  path  that  passed  near  its 

base,  our  hunters  turned  off  up  a  lateral  ravine. 

^The  sides  and  bottom  of  this  ravine  were  covered 

with  a  stunted  growth  of  pine-trees  ;  but  as  they 
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advanced  fiirtber  into  it,  tbe  trees  assumed  greater 
dimensions  —  until  at  length  thej  were  riding 
througli  a  tall  and  stately  forest.  It  was,  to  all 
appearance,  as  wild  and  primitive  as  if  it  had  been 
on  the  banks  of  the  Amazon  or  amid  the  Cordilleras 
of  the  Andes.  Neither  track  nor  trail  was  seen — 
only  the  paths  made  by  wild  beasts,  or  such  small 
rodent  animals  as  had  their  home  there. 

The  izzard  hunter  said  that  he  had  killed  lynxes 
in  this  forest ;  and  at  night  he  would  not  care  to 
be  alone  in  it,  as  it  was  a  favourite  haunt  of  the 
black  wolves.  With  such  company,  however,  he 
had  no  fear :  as  they  could  kindle  fires  and  keep 
the  wolves  at  bay. 

The  neighbourhood,  in  which  he  expected  to  find 
the  bear,  was  more  than  two  miles  from  the  place 
where  they  had  entered  the  forest.  He  knew  the 
exact  spot  where  the  animal  was  at  that  moment 
lying — that  is,  he  knew  its  cave.  He  had  seen  it 
only  a  few  days  before  going  into  this  cave ;  but 
as  he  had  no  dogs  with  him,  and  no  means  of 
getting  the  bear  out,  he  had  only  marked  the 
place,  intending  to  return,  with  a  comrade  to  help 
him.  Some  business  had  kept  him  at  Eaux  Bonnes, 
till  the  arrival  of  the  strangers ;  and  learning  their 
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inteatioii8|  he  had  reserred  the  prize  for  them.  He 
had  now  brought  his  dogs — two  great  creatures 
they  were,  evidentlj  of  lupine  descent — and  with 
these  Bruin  might  he  baited  till  he  should  come 
forth  fromr  his  cave.  But  that  plan  was  only  to  be 
tried  as  a  last  resource.  The  better  waj  would  be 
to  wait  till  the  bear  started  out  on  his  midnight 
ramble> — a  thing  he  would  be  sure  to  do, — then 
close  up  the  mouth  of  the  care,  and  lie  in  ambush 
for  his  return.  He  would  ^  not  come  home  till 
morning,"  said  the  izzard  hunter ;  and  they  would 
have  light  to  take  aim,  and  fire  at  him  from  their 
different  stations. 

It  seemed  a  feasible  plan,  and  as  our  adventurers 
now  placed  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  native 
hunter,  it  was  decided  they  should  halt  where  they 
were,  kindle  a  fire,  and  make  themselves  as  com- 
fortable as  they  could,  until  the  hour  when  Bruin 
might  be  expected  to  go  out  upon  his  midnight 
prowl. 

A  roaring  fire  was  kindled ;  and  Fouchskin's 
capacious  haversack  being  turned  inside  out,  all 
four  were  soon  enjoying  their  dinner-supper  with 
that  sest  well  known  to  those  who  have  ridden 
twenty  miles  up  a  steep  mountain-road. 
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CHAPTEE    XXin. 

THE    IZZABD    HTTNTEB. 

Thst  passed  the  time  pleasautly  enough,  listening 
to  the  stories  of  the  izzard  hunter,  who  related  to 
them  much  of  the  lore  current  among  the  peasantry 
of  the  mountains — tales  of  the  chase,  and  of  the 
contraband  trade  carried  on  between  Spain  and 
France,  besides  many  anecdotes  about  the  Penin- 
sular war,  when  the  French  and  English  armies 
were  campaigning  in  the  Pyrenees.  In  this  con- 
versation Pouchskin  took  part :  for  nothing  was  of 
greater  interest  to  the  old  soldier  than  souvenirs  of 
those  grand  times,  when  Pouchskin  entered  Paris. 
The  conversation  of  the  izzard  hunter  related 
chiefly  to  his  own  calling,  and  upon  this  theme  he 
was  enthusiastic.  He  told  them  of  all  the  curious 
habits  of  the  izzard  ;  and  among  others  that  of  its 
using  its  hooked  horns  to  let  itself  down  jfrom  the 
cliffs — a  fancy  which  is  equally  in  vogue  among  the 
chamois  hunters  of  the  Alps,  but  which  Alexis  did 
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not  belieye,  although  he  did  not  saj  so — not  wish- 
ing to  throw  a  doubt  on  the  yeracit j  of  their  guide. 
The  latter,  however,  when  closely  questioned  upon 
the  pointy  admitted  that  he  had  never  himself  been 
an  eye-witness  of  this  little  bit  of  goat  gymnastics; 
he  had  only  heard  of  it  from  other  hunters,  who 
said  they  had  seen  it ;  and  similar,  no  doubt,  would 
be  the  answer  of  every  one  who  spoke  the  truth 
about  this  alleged  habit  of  the  chamois.  The  fact 
is,  that  this  active  creature  needs  no  help  from  its 
horns.  Its  hoofs  are  sufficient  to  carry  it  along 
the  very  narrowest  ledges ;  and  the  immense  leaps 
it  can  take  either  upward  or  downward,  can  be 
compared  to  nothing  but  the  flight  of  some  crea- 
ture furnished  with  wings.  Its  hoof,  too,  is  sure, 
as  its  eye  is  unerring.  The  chamois  never  slips 
upon  the  smoothest  rocks — any  more  than  would  a 
squirrel  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree. 

Our  travellers  questioned  the  izzard  hunter 
about  the  profits  of  his  calling.  They  were  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  emolument  was  so  trifling. 
For  the  carcass  of  an  izzard  he  received  only  ten 
francs ;  and  for  the  skins  two  or  three  more !  The 
flesh  or  venison  was  chiefly  purchased  by  the  land- 
lords of  the  hotels— of  which  there  are  hundreds  at 
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the  different  watering-places  on  the  Erencli  side  of 
the  Pyrenees.  The  visitors  were  fond  of  izzard, 
and  called  for  it  at  the  table.  Perhaps  they  did 
not  relish  it  so  much  as  they  pretended  to  do ;  but 
coming  from  great  cities,  and  places  where  they 
never  saw  a  chamois,  they  wished  to  be  able  to  say 
they  had  eaten  of  its  flesh.  In  this  conjecture  the 
izzard  hunter  was,  perhaps,  not  far  out.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  game  of  other  kinds  is 
masticated  from  a  like  motive. 

It  was  suggested  by  Ivan,  that,  with  such  a  de- 
mand for  the  flesh,  the  izzard  should  fetch  a  better 
price.    Ten  francs  was  nothing  ? 

"  Ah!"  replied  the  hunter  with  a  sigh,  "  that 
is  easily  explained,  monsieur !  The  hotel-keepers 
are  too  cunning,  both  for  us  and  their  guests.  If 
we  were  to  charge  more,  they  would  not  take  it  off 
our  hands." 

"  But  they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
having  it,  since  their  guests  call  for  it." 

"  So  they  do  j  and  if  there  were  no  goats,  our 
izzard-venison  would  sell  at  a  higher  price." 

"  How  ?  "  demanded  Ivan,  puzzled  to  make  out 
the  connection  between  goats  and  izzard-venison. 

''  Goats  and  izzards  are  too  much  alike,  mon- 
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lieur — ithat  is,  after  being  skinned  and  cut  up. 
The  hotel-keeper  knows  this,  and  often  makes 
'Nanny'  do  duty  for  izzard.  Manj  a  hotel  traveller 
at  Eaux  Bonnes  maj  be  heard  praising  oar  izzard's 
flesh,  when  it  is  onlj  a  quarter  of  young  kid  he's 
been  dining  upon.    Ha !  ha !  ha ! " 

And  the  hunter  laughed  at  the  cheat — ^though 
he  well  knew  that  its  practice  seriously  affected 
the  income  of  his  own  calling. 

But,  indeed,  if  the  truth  had  been  tdd,  the  man 
followed  the  chase  far  less  from  a  belief  in  its  being 
a  remunerative  profession,  than  from  an  innate  love 
for  the  hunter's  life.  So  enthusiastic  was  he  upon 
the  theme,  that  it  was  easy  to  see  he  would  not 
have  exchanged  his  calling  for  any  other — even 
had  the  change  promised  him  a  fortune!  It 
is  so  with  professional  hunters  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  who  submit  to  hardships,  and  often  the 
greatest  privations,  for  that  still  sweeter  privilege 
of  roaming  the  woods  and  wilds  at  will,  and 
being  free  from  the  cares  and  trammels  that  too 
often  attach  themselves  to  social  life. 

Conversing  on  such  topics,  the  party  sat  around 
the  bivouac  fire  until  after  sunset,  when  their  guide 
admonished  them  that  they  would  do  well  to  take 
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a  few  hours  of  sleep.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
going  after  the  bear  until  a  very  late  hour — that 
is,  until  near  morning — ^for  then  the  beast  would 
be  most  likelj  to  be  abroad.  If  they  went  too 
soon,  and  found  him  still  in  his  cave,  it  was  not  so 
certain  that  even  the  dogs  could  prevail  on  him  to 
turn  out.  It  might  be  a  large  cavern.  He 
might  give  battle  to  the  dogs  inside ;  and  big  as 
they  were,  they  would  be  worsted  in  an  encounter 
of  that  sort :  since  a  single  blow  from  the  paw  of  a 
bear  is  sufficient  to  silence  the  noisiest  individual  of 
the  canine  kind.  The  dogs — as  the  hunter  again 
repeated — should  only  be  used  as  a  last  resource. 
The  other  plan  promised  better  ;  as  the  bear,  once 
shut  out  of  his  cave,  would  be  compelled  to  take  to 
the  woods.  The  dogs  could  then  follow  him  up  by 
the  fresh  scent ;  and  unless  he  should  succeed  in 
finding  some  other  cavern  in  which  to  ensconce 
himself,  they  might  count  upon  coming  up  with 
him.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  the  Pyrenean 
bear,  when  pursued  by  dogs  and  men,  to  take  to  a 
tree ;  and  this  would  be  all  that  their  hearts  could 
desire :  since  in  a  tree  the  bear  would  be  easily 
reached  by  the  bullets  of  their  guns.  Besides,  they 
might  have  a  chance,  when  he  returned  to  his 
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closed  cave,  to  shoot  him  down  at  once ;  and  that 
would  end  the  matter  without  farther  trouble. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  cave  until 
near  morning — just  earlj  enough  to  give  them 
time  to  close  up  the  entrance,  and  set  themselyes 
in  ambush  before  day  broke.  On  this  account  the 
guide  recommended  them  to  take  some  sleep.  He 
would  answer  for  it  that  they  should  be  waked  up 
in  time. 

This  advice  was  cheerfully  accepted  and  followed. 
Even  Fouchskin  required  repose,  after  the  rough 
handling  he  had  received  at  the  mouths  of  the 
mules ;  and  he  was  now  quite  as  ready  as  bis 
young  masters  to  wrap  himself  up  in  his  ample 
grenadier  great-coat,  and  surrender  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  Pyrenean  Morpheus. 
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CHAPTEE   XXIV. 

THE  AMBUSCADE. 

Tbue  to  bis  promise,  the  izzard-Iiunter  awoke 
them  about  an  hour  before  dawn ;  and  haying 
saddled  and  bridled  their  animals,  they  mounted 
and  rode  off.  Among  the  great  tree  trunks  it 
was  very  dark ;  but  the  hunter  knew  the  ground ; 
and,  after  groping  along  for  half  a  mile  farther, 
and  somewhat  slowly,  they  arrived  at  the  base  of 
a  cliff.  Keeping  along  this  for  some  distance 
farther,  they  came  at  length  to  the  place  of  their 
destination — the  mouth  of  the  cave.  Even  through 
the  gloom,  they  could  see  a  darker  spot  upon  the 
face  of  the  rock,  which  indicated  the  entrance. 
It  was  of  no  great  size— about  large  enough  to 
admit  the  body  of  a  man  in  a  stooping  attitude — 
but  the  hunter  was  under  the  impression  that  it 
widened  inward,  and  led  to  a  grand  cavern.  He 
drew  his  inference,  not  from  having  ever  explored 
this  particular  cave,  but  from  knowing  that  there 
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were  mtaij  ofchers  of  a  similar  kind  in  that  part  of 
the  mountains,  where  the  limestone  formation 
was  fayoorable  to  such  cavities.  Had  it  been  only 
a  hole  just  big  enough  for  the  den  of  a  bear,  he 
would  have  acted  very  differently — then  there 
would  [have  been  a  hope  of  drawing  Bruin  out 
with  the  dogs ;  but  if  the  place  was  an  actual 
cavern,  where  the  beast  might  range  freely  about, 
the  hunter  knew  there  would  be  no  chance  of 
getting  him  out.  Their  presence  outside  once 
fiuspected,  the  bear  might  remain  for  days  within 
his  secure  fortress ;  and  a  siege  would  have  to  be 
laid,  which  would  be  a  tedious  affair,  and  might 
prove  fruitless  in  the  end. 

For  this  reason,  great  caution  had  been  ob- 
served as  they  drew  near  the  cave.  They  feared 
that  they  might  come  upon  the  bear,  by  chance 
wandering  about  in  the  woods, — that  he  might 
hear  them,  and,  taking  the  alarm,  scamper  back  to 
his  cavern. 

Acting  under  this  apprehension,  they  had  left 
their  animals  a  good  way  off — having  tied  them  to 
the  trees — and  had  approached  the  cave  on  foot, 
without  making  the  slightest  noise,  and  talking  to 
each  other  only  in  whispers. 
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The  izzard-hanter  now  proceeded  to  put  his 
designs  into  execution.  While  the  others  had 
been  sleeping,  he  had  prepared  a  large  torch,  out 
of  dry  splinters  of  the  stone  pine ;  and  now  quietlj 
igniting  this,  set  it  in  the  ground  near  the  base  of 
the  cliff.  The  moment  the  bright  flame  illuminated 
the  entrance  to  the  cave,  all  stood  with  their  guns 
in  hand  ready  to  fire.  They  were  not  sure  that 
Bruin  had  gone  out  at  all.  He  might  still  be  a-bed. 
If  so,  the  light  of  the  torch  might  wake  him  up 
and  tempt  him  forth ;  therefore  it  was  best  to  be 
prepared  for  such  a  contingency. 

The  izzard-hunter  now  slipped  his  dogs,  which 
up  to  this  time  he  had  held  securely  in  the  leash. 
As  soon  as  they  were  free,  the  well-trained  animals, 
knowing  what  was  expected  of  them,  rushed  right 
into  the  cave. 

Per  some  seconds  the  dogs  kept  up  a  quick 
continuous  yelping,  and  their  excited  manner  told 
that  they  at  least  scented  a  bear :  but  the  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  was,  whether  the  brute  was 
still  in  his  den. 

The  hunter  had  surmised  correctly.  The  aper- 
ture conducted  to  a  real  cavern,  and  a  very  large 
one — as  could  be  told  by  the  distance  at  which  thft 
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yelping  of  the  dogs  was  heard.  Out  of  such  a 
place  it  would  have  been  hopeless  to  have  thought 
of  starting  a  bear — unless  it  should  please  Bruin 
to  make  a  voluntary  exit.  It  was,  therefore,  with 
no  little  anxiety  that  the  hunters  listened  to  the 
"tongue"  of  the  dogs,  as  it  echoed  within  the 
cavernous  hollow. 

They  all  knew  that  if  the  bear  should  prove  to 
be  inside,  the  dogs  would  soon  announce  the  fact 
by  their  barking,  and  other  fierce  sounds  charac- 
teristic of  canine  strife. 

They  were  not  kept  long  in  suspense ;  for,  after 
an  interval  of  less  than  a  minute,  both  dogs  came 
running  out,  with  that  air  of  disappointment  that 
told  of  their  having  made  an  idle  exploration. 

Their  excited  movements,  however,  proved  that 
the  scent  of  the  bear  was  fresh — that  he  had  only 
recently  forsaken  his  den — for  the  dogs  had  been 
heard  scratching  among  the  sticks  and  grass  that 
composed  it ;  but  this  only  showed  clearly  that  his 
habitation  was  untenanted,  and  Bruin  was  "  not  at 
home." 

This  was  just  what  the  izzard-hunter  desired ; 
and  all  of  them  laying  aside  their  guns,  proceeded 
to  close  up  the  entrance.    This  was  an  easy  task. 


THE  AILBVSCADE.  181 

Loose  boulders  lay  around,  and  with  these  a  battery- 
was  soon  built  across  the  mouth  of  the  cavem, 
through  which  no  animal  could  possibly  have  made 
an  entrance. 

The  hunters  now  breathed  freely.  They  felt 
certain  they  had  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  bear ; 
and  unless  he  should  suspect  something  wrong, 
and  fail  to  return  to  his  cave,  they  would  be  pretty 
sure  of  having  a  shot  at  him. 

!N'othing  remained  but  to  place  themselves  in 
ambush,  and  wait  for  his  coming.  How  to  con- 
ceal themselves  became  the  next  consideration. 
It  was  a  question,  too,  of  some  importance. 
They  knew  not  which  way  the  bear  might  come. 
He  might  see  them  while  approaching,  and  trot 
off  again  before  a  shot  could  be  fired  ?  To  prevent 
this  some  extraordinary  measure  must  be  adopted. 

A  plan  soon  presented  itself  to  the  practised 
hunter  of  the  Pyrenees.  Directly  in  front  of  the 
cliff  grew  several  large  trees.  They  were  of  the 
jpi/nus  sylvestris,  and  thickly  covered  with  bunches 
of  long  needle-shaped  leaves.  If  they  should  climb 
into  these  trees,  the  leaves  and  branches  would  suffi* 
ciently  conceal  them,  and  the  bear  would  hardly 
suspect  their  presence  in  such  a  situation. 
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The  suggestion  of  their  guide  was  at  once  acted 
upon.  Ivan  and  Fouchskin  got  into  one  tree,  while 
the  izzard-hunter  and  Alexis  chose  another;  and 
all  having  secured  places  where  they  could  com- 
mand a  yiew  of  the  walled-up  entrance  without 
being  themselres  seen,  they  waited  for  daylight 
and  the  coming  back  of  the  bear* 


-c^ 
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EoB  the  light  they  had  not  long  to  wait.  The  day 
broke  almost  as  soon  as  they  had  got  well  settled 
in  their  places ;  but  the  bear  was  likely  to  delay 
them  a  little  longer — though  how  long  it  was  im- 
possible to  guess,  since  his  return  to  his  sleeping 
quarters  might  depend  on  many  contingencies. 
Formerly  the  Pyrenean  bears — so  the  izzard- 
hunter  said — were  often  met  with  ranging  about 
in  the  day-time ;  but  that  was  when  they  were 
more  numerous,  and  less  hunted.    Now  that  they 
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were  scarce,  and  tbeir  skins  so  highly  prized — 
which,  of  course,  led  to  their  becoming  scarcer 
every  day,  and  more  shy  too — they  rarely  ever  left 
their  hiding-place  except  during  the  night,  and 
in  this  way  they  contrived  to  escape  the  vigilance 
of  the  hunters.  As  to  the  one  they  weie  waiting 
for,  the  hunter  said  he  might  return  earlier  or 
later,  according  to  whether  he  had  been  much 
chased  of  late. 

The  exact  time  of  his  return,  however,  was  soon 
after  ascertained,  by  the  bear  himself  making  his 
appearance  right  under  their  noses. 

All  at  once,  and  in  the  most  unexpected 
manner,  the  great  quadruped  came  shuffling  up  to 
the  mouth  of  the  cave.  He  was  evidently  moving 
under  some  excitement,  as  if  pursued,  or  alarmed 
by  something  he  had  seen  in  the  woods.  It  was 
perhaps  the  sight  of  the  horses,  or  else  the  scent 
of  the  hunters  themselves — on  whose  track  he 
appeared  to  have  come.  "Whatever  it  was,  the 
party  in  the  trees  did  not  take  time  to  consider,  or 
rather  the  bear  did  not  give  them  time ;  for,  the 
moment  he  reached  the  entrance  to  his  cave,  and 
saw  that  it  was  blocked  up,  he  gave  utterance  to 
a  terrific  screans  expressing  disappointment,  and 


tuiniDg  in  bii  trado^  boimded  a£^  m  npidlj  aa  he 

The  Tolkj  of  four  ihotB,  fired  firom  the  tree?, 
OMiied  iome  of  Us  for  to  flj  off;  and  he  was 
iMn  to  ftagger,  aa  if  about  to  faU.  The  himters 
falaed  a  shout  of  trinmphy  thinking  thej  had  been 
toooeitfal ;  but  dieir  aatiafaction  was  ahort-liTed : 
fbr,  before  the  echoes  of  their  yoicea  died  along 
the  cliff,  the  bear  seemed  once  more  to  recover 
hia  equilibrium,  and  ran  steadily  on. 

Once  or  twice  he  was  seen  to  stop,  and  face 
round  to  the  trees — as  if  threatening  to  charge 
towards  them ;  but  again  resigning  the  intention, 
he  increased  his  speed,  went  off  at  a  lumbering 
gallop,  and  was  soon  lost  to  their  sight. 

The  disappointed  hunters  rapidlj  descended 
from  their  porch;  and  letting  loose  the  dogs, 
started  off  on  the  trail.  Somewhat  to  their  sur- 
priae^  as  well  as  gratification,  it  led  nesr  the 
plac<^  whore  ther  had  left  their  animals ;  end  as 
Uie^r  came  up  to  theso,  thej  had  proofs  of  ti:e  besr 
haviiig  passed  that  war,  br  seeisg  all  fbiir.  bz^ 
{mumm  and  muk«»  dancing  aboct.  as  if  ssSSesiy 
aaaillmwitliBadBMss.  ll»ponksw«Ee^wla£iicE<> 
vnfe"^  and  ti^  mules  sqwaHasg,  so  ibet  t&esr  cwassr 
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Iiid  heard  them  long  before  comiDg  in  sight  of 
tbem.  Fortmutelj  the  animals  had  been  secorelj 
fiotened — else  there  was  no  knowing  whither  thej 
would  hare  galloped,  so  panic-stricken  did  thej 
appear. 

Our  hunters  beliered  it  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance that  the  bear  had  gone  that  way ;  for  the 
guide  assured  them  that  there  was  no  telling 
where  he  would  now  stop;  and  as  the  chase 
might  cany  them  for  miles  through  the  moun- 
tains, thej  would  have  been  compelled  to  take  to 
their  saddles  before  starting  upon  it.  The  direction 
the  bear  had  taken,  therefore,  was  just  the  one 
most  couTenient  for  his  pursuers. 

Staying  no  longer  than  to  untie  their  animals, 
they  once  more  mounted,  and  kept  after  the  dogs, 
whose  yelping  they  could  hear  already  some  distance 
in  the  advance. 

As  the  izzard-hunter  said,  the  Pyrenean  bear, 
like  his  JS'orweman  cousin,  when  started  &om  his 
lair,  often  scours  the  country  to  a  great  distance 
before  making  halt — not  unfrequently  deserting 
the  ravine  or  mountain  side,  where  he  habitually 
dwells,  and  making  for  some  other  place,  where  he 
anticipates  finding  greater  secority. 
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In  this  way  he  often  puts  his  pursners  at  fralt 
—by  passing  oyer  rocky  shingle,  along  ledges  of 
clifisy  or  up  precipitous  slopes,  where  neither  men 
nor  dogs  can  safely  follow  him.  This  was  just 
what  they  now  had  to  fear;  for  the  guide  well 
knew  that  the  forest  they  were  in  was  surrounded 
on  almost  erery  side  by  rocky  clifib;  and  if  the 
bear  should  get  up  these,  and  make  to  the  bald 
mountains  abore,  they  would  stand  a  good  chance 
of  losing  him  altogether. 

But  one  hope  the  hunter  had.  He  had  per- 
ceired — ^as  indeed  they  all  had — that  sereral  of 
their  shots  had  hit  the  bear^and  that  he  must  be 
severely  wounded  to  have  staggered  as  he  had  done. 
Por  this  reason  he  might  seek  a  hiding-place  in 
the  forest,  or  perchance  take  to  a  tree.  Cheered 
by  this  hope,  the  pursuers  pushed  onward. 

The  conjecture  proved  to  be  a  just  one ;  for 
before  they  had  gone  half  a  mile  fiEurther,  a  con- 
tinuous barking  sounded  on  their  ears,  which  they 
knew  to  be  that  of  the  dogs.  They  knew,  more- 
over, by  this  sign,  that  the  bear  had  done  one  of 
three  things — either  taken  to  a  tree,  retreated  into 
a  cave,  or  come  to  a  stand  in  the  open  ground,  and 
was  keeping  the  dogs  at  bay.    Of  the  three  con- 
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jectnres,  thej  desired  tliat  the  first  sliould  prove 
the  correct  one;  and  from  tlio  manner  in  which 
the  dogs  were  giving  tongue,  they  had  reason  to 
hope  that  it  would. 

In  effect,  so  it  did;  for,  on  getting  a  little 
closer,  the  two  dogs  were  seen  bounding  about 
the  roots  of  an  enormous  tree,  at  intervals  spring- 
ing up  against  its  trunk,  and  barking  at  some 
object  that  had  taken  refuge  in  the  branches  above. 

Of  course,  this  object  could  only  be  the  bear ;  and 
under  this  belief,  the  pursuers  approached  the  tree 
— ^each  holding  his  gun  cocked  and  ready  to  fire. 

When  they  had  got  quite  up  to  the  tree,  and 
stood  under  it,  no  bear  was  to  be  seen !  A  largo 
black  mass  was  visible  among  the  topmost 
branches ;  but  this  was  not  the  body  of  a  bear : 
it  was  something  altogether  difierent.  The  tree 
was  one  of  gigantic  size — the  very  largest  they 
had  seen  in  the  whole  forest ;  it  was  a  pine, 
of  the  species  sylvestris,  with  huge  spreading 
limbs,  and  branches  thickly  covered  with  fascicles 
of  long  leaves.  In  many  places  the  foliage  was 
dark  and  dense  enough  to  have  afforded  conceal- 
ment to  an  animal  of  considerable  size ;  but  not 
one  so  bulky  as  a  bear;  and  had  there  been 
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nothing  else  bat  the  leares  and  branches  to  con- 
ceal him,  a  bear  could  not  hare  found  shelter  in 
that  tree  without  being  visible  from  below.  And 
jet  a  bear  was  actually  in  it — the  very  same  bear 
they  were  in  pursuit  of— though  not  a  bit  of  his 
body — ^not  even  the  tip  of  his  snout^  was  visible  to 
the  eyes  of  the  hunters ! 

He  was  certainly  there :  for  the  dogs,  who  were 
not  trusting  to  their  eyes,  but  to  that  in  which 
they  placed  far  more  confidence — their  scent, — by 
their  movements  and  behaviour,  showed  their 
positive  belief  that  Bruin  was  in  the  tree. 

Perhaps  you  will  fancy  that  the  pine  was  a 
hollow  one,  and  that  the  bear  had  crept  inside. 
Nothing  of  the  kind:  the  tree  was  perfectly 
sound — not  even  a  knot-hole  was  visible  either 
in  its  trunk  or  limbs.  It  was  not  in  a  cavity 
that  Bruin  had  been  able  to  conceal  himself 

There  was  no  mystery  whatever  about  their  not 
seeing  him :  for  as  soon  as  the  hunters  got  fairly 
under  the  tree,  and  looked  up,  they  perceived, 
amidst  its  topmost  branches,  the  dark  object 
already  mentioned  ;  and  as  the  bear  could  be 
seen  nowhere  else  in  the  tree,  this  object  ac- 
counted for  his  being  invisible.     ' ' 
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Tou  will  be  wondering  what  it  was;  and  so 
wondered  our  young  hunters  when  they  first  raised 
their  eyes  to  it.  It  looked  more  like  a  stack  of 
faggots  than  aught  else ;  and,  indeed,  very  good 
faggots  would  it  have  made :  since  it  consisted  of 
a  large  mass  of  dry  sticks  and  branches,  resting  in 
an  elevated  fork  of  the  tree,  and  matted  together 
into  a  solid  mass.  There  were  enough  to  have 
made  a  load  for  an  ordinary  cart,  and  so  densely 
packed  together,  that  only  around  the  edges  could 
the  sky  be  seen  through  them ;  towards  the  centre, 
and  for  a  diameter  as  large  as  a  millstone,  the 
mass  appeared  quite  solid  and  black,  not  a  ray  of 
light  passing  through  the  interwoven  sticks. 

"  The  nest  of  a  laramer-geyer ! "  exclaimed  the 
izzard-hunter,  the  moment  his  eye  glanced  up  to 
it.  "  Just  so ! — my  dogs  are  right :  the  bear  has 
taken  shelter  in  the  nest  of  the  birds ! " 
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This  was  evident  to  all.  Eruin  had  climbed  the 
tree,  and  was  now  snuglj  ensconced  in  the  great 
nest  of  the  vulture-eagles,  though  not  a  hair  of  his 
sliaggy  hide  could  be  visible  from  below. 

The  hunters  had  no  doubt  about  his  being  there. 
Tho  chasseur  was  too  confident  in  the  instinct  of 
his  woU-traiued  dogs  to  doubt  them  for  a  moment, 
and  his  companions  had  no  reason  to  question  a 
fact  so  very  probable.  Had  there  been  any  doubts 
it  would  soon  have  been  set  aside,  bj  an  incident 
that  occurred  the  moment  after  their  arrival  under 
tho  tree.  As  they  stood  looking  upward,  two  great 
birds  were  seen  upon  the  wing,  rapidly  swooping 
downward  from  on  high.  They  were  Jammer- 
gCi/erSy  and  evidently  the  owners  of  the  invaded  nest. 
That  the  intruder  was  not  welcome  there,  became 
apparent  in  the  next  moment ;  for  both  the  birds 
were  seen  shooting  in  quick  curves  around  the  top 
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bmnclieB  of  the  tree,  flapping  their  wings  over 
the  nest,  and  screaming  with  all  the  concentrated 
rage  of  creatures  in  the  act  of  being  plundered. 
Whether  Bruin,  in  addition  to  his  unwelcome  pre- 
sence, had  also  committed  burglary,  and  robbed  the 
eagles  of  their  eggs  or  young,  could  not  be  told. 
If  he  had  done  so,  he  could  not  have  received 
greater  objurgation  from  the  infuriated  birds,  that 
continued  their  noisy  demonstrations,  until  a  shot 
fired  from  below  admonished  them  of  the  presence 
of  that  biped  enemy  far  more  dreaded  than  the 
bear.  Then  did  they  only  widen  the  circle  of 
their  flight,  still  continuing  to  swoop  down  over 
the  nest  at  intervals,  and  uttering  their  mingled 
cries  of  rage  and  lamentation. 

The  shot  was  from  the  gun  of  the  izzard-hunter ; 
but  it  was  not  till  after  he  had  been  some  time 
upon  the  ground  that  he  had  fired  it.  All  four 
had  previously  dismounted  and  fastened  their 
animals  to  the  surrounding  trees.  They  knew 
that  the  bear  was  in  the  nest ;  but  although  his 
retreat  was  now  cut  off",  it  was  still  not  so  certain 
that  they  should  succeed  in  making  a  capture.  Had 
the  bear  taken  refuge  in  a  fork,  or  even  among 
thick  branches,  where   their  bullets  might  ha^^ 
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reached  him,  ifc  would  have  been  a  very  different 
thing.  They  might  then  have  brought  him  down 
at  their  pleasure,  for  if  killed,  or  severely  wounded, 
he  must  have  fallen  to  the  ground ;  but  now — ah, 
now !  what  was  to  be  done  ?  The  broad  platform 
of  the  nest  not  only  gave  him  a  surface  on  which 
he  could  recline  at  his  ease,  but  its  thick  mass 
formed  a  rampart  through  which  not  even  a  bullet 
would  be  likely  to  penetrate  to  his  body ! 

How  were  they  to  reach  him  with  their  bullets  ? 
That  was  the  next  question  that  came  under  con- 
sideration. The  odd  shot  had  been  fired  as  an 
experiment.  It  was  fired  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  startle  the  bear,  and  cause  bim  to  shiflb  his 
quarters — if  only  a  little — so  that  some  part  of 
his  body  might  be  exposed  ;  and  while  the  izzard- 
hunter  was  discharging  his  piece,  the  others  had 
stood  watching  for  a  chance.  None  was  given  to 
them,  however.  The  bullet  was  heard  striking  tho 
sticks,  and  caused  the  dust  to  puff  out,  but  it  pro- 
duced no  further  effect — not  a  move  was'imade  by 
the  occupant  of  that  elevated  eyrie. 

Two  or  three  more  shots  were  fired  with  like 
effect ;  and  the  fusil  of  Pouchskin  was  next  called 
into  requisition,  and  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
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neyst.  The  large  bullet  crashed  up  amoDg  the 
dry  sticks,  scattering  the  fragments  on  all  sides, 
and  raising  a  cloud  of  dust  that  enveloped  the 
whole  top  of  the  tree.  But  not  a  sign  came  from 
Bruin,  to  tell  that  it  had  disturbed  him ;  not  even 
a  growl,  to  reward  Pouchskin  for  the  expenditure 
of  his  powder  and  lead.  It  was  evident  that  this 
mode  of  proceeding  could  be  of  no  service ;  and 
the  firing  was  at  once  discontinued— in  order  that 
thej  might  take  into  consideration  some  other 
plan  of  attack. 

At  first  there  appeared  to  be  no  way  by  which 
the  bear  might  be  ousted  from  his  secure  quarters. 
They  might  fire  away  until  they  should  empty 
both  their  powder-horns  and  pouches,  and  all  to 
no  purpose.  They  might  just  as  well  fire  their 
shots  into  the  air.  So  far  as  their  bullets  were 
concerned,  the  bear  might  bid  them  defiance — a 
cannon  shot  alone  could  have  gone  through  his 
strong  rampart  of  sticks. 

What  could  they  do  to  get  at  him  ?  To  climb 
up  and  assail  him  where  he  lay  was  nor  to  be 
thought  of — even  could  they  have  climbed  into 
the  nest.  On  the  firm  ground,  none  of  them 
would  have  liked  to  risk  an  encounter  with  the 
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enemji  much  less  upon  such  insecare  footing  as  a 
nest  of  rotten  sticks.  Bat  they  could  not  have 
got  into  the  nest,  however  bent  upon  sach  a  thing. 
Its  wide  rim  ertended  far  beyond  the  supporting 
farsnohes ;  and  only  a  monkey,  or  the  bear  himself 
could  haye  clambered  oyer  its  edge.  To  a  human 
being,  ascent  to  the  nest  would  have  been  not  only 
difficulty  but  impossible ;  and  no  doubt  tiie  instinct 
of  the  eagles  guided  them  to  this  while  they  were 
constructing  it.  Not  for  a  moment^  then,  did  our 
hunters  think  of  climbing  up  to  their  eyrie. 

What,  then,  were  they  to  do  P  The  only  thing 
they  could  think  of  was  to  cut  down  the  tree.  It 
would  be  a  great  undertaking :  for  the  trunk  was 
several  feet  in  diameter ;  and  as  they  had  only  one 
axe,  and  that  not  a  very  sharp  one,  it  would  be  a 
work  of  time.  They  might  be  days  in  felling  that 
gigantic  pine ;  and  even  when  down,  the  bear  might 
still  escape  from  them — for  it  did  not  follow  that 
the  fall  of  the  tree  would  result  in  the  consumma- 
tion of  his  capture.  It  might  swing  over  gradually 
and  easily,  or,  striking  against  others,  let  the  bear 
down  without  doing  him  the  slightest  damage; 
and  in  the  confusion  consequent  on  its  fall,  he 
would  have  a  good  chance  of  getting  off. 
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These  considerations  caused  them  to  hesitate 
about  cutting  down  the  tree,  and  reflect  whether 
th«re  might  not  be  some  easier  and  more  eficctive 
method  for  securing  the  skin  of  the  bear. 
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Apteb  beating  their  brains,  for  some  time  to  no 
purpose,  an  exclamation  from  the  izzard-hunter 
at  length  announced  that  some  happy  idea  had 
occurred  to  him.  All  eyes  were  at  once  turned 
towards  him ;  while  the  voice  of  Ivan  was  quickly 
heard,  interrogating  him  as  to  the  object  of  his 
exclamation. 

"  I*ve  got  a  plan,  young  monsieur  !  "  replied  the 
hunter,  "  by  which  I'll  either  force  the  bear  to  come 
down,  or  roast  him  up  yonder  where  he  lies,  ^ar- 
lileu  1    I've  got  an  excellent  idea !  " 

"  "What  is  it  ?    what  is  it  ?  "    eagerly  inquired 

o  2 
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Iirm;  though  from  what  the  izzard-hnnter  had 
■aid,  he  abeadj  half  oomprehended  the  design. 

"Fatieiieey  yoimg  monaieiir!  in  a  minate  you 
•hall  seer 

All  three  now  gathered  around  the  chasseuTy  and 
watehed  his  movements. 

They  saw  him  poor  a  quantity  of  gunpowder 
into  the  palm  of  his  hand ;  and  then  tear  a  strip 
of  ootton  rag  from  a  large  piece  which  he  had  drawn 
out  of  his  pouch.  This  he  saturated  with  saliva 
and  then  coated  it  over  with  the  powder.  He  next 
proceeded  to  rub  both  rag  and  powder  together — 
until,  afber  a  considerable  friction  between  the 
palms  of  his  hands,  the  cotton  became  once  more 
dry,  and  was  now  thoroughly  saturated  with  the 
powder,  and  quite  blackened  with  it. 

The  next  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  ohasseur 
was  tiO  procure  a  small  quantity  of  dead  moss,  which 
was  easily  obtained  from  the  truTiks  of  the  sur- 
rounding trees ;  and  this,  mixed  with  a  handful  or 
two  of  dry  grass,  he  rolled  up  into  a  sort  of  irre- 
gular dew. 

The  man  now  felt  in  his  pouch;  and,  after  a 
little  fumbling  there,  brought  forth  a  small  box 
that  ^-as  seen  to  contain  lucifer-matches.    Seem- 
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inglj  satisfied  with  their  inspection,  he  returned 

the  box  to  its  place,  and  then  made  known  the  ob* 

ject  for  which  all  these  preliminary  mancduvres  had 

been  practised.     Our  young  hunters  had  already 

more  than  half  divined  it,  and  it  only  confirmed 

their  anticipations  when  the  hunter  declared  his 

intention  to  climb  the  tree  and  set  fire  to  the  neat. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  one  and  all  of  them 

approved  of  the  scheme,  while  they  admired  its 

originality  and  cunning.    Its  boldness,  too,   did 

not  escape  their  admiration,  for  it  was  cleariy 

a  feat  of  daring  and  danger.    The  bottom  of  the 

nest  might  be  reached  easily  enough ;  for  though  a 

tall  tree,  it  was  by  no  means  a  difficult  one  to 

climb.     There  were  branches  all  along  its  trunk 

from  bottom  to  top;  and  to  a  Pyrenean  hunter, 

who,  when  a  boy,  as  he  told  them,  had  played  pigeon 

vidette  in  one  of  the  "  crows'  nests  "  they  had  seen, 

the  climbing  of  such  a  tree  was  nothing.     It  was 

not  in  this  that  the  danger  lay,  but  in  something 

very  difierenfc.     It  was  in  the  contingency,  that, 

while  up  in  the  branches,  and  before  he  could  effect 

his  purpose,  the  bear  might  take  a  fancy  to  come 

down.     Should  he  do  so,  then,  indeed,  would  the 

life  of  the  venturesome  hunter  be  in  deadly  ^eiil. 
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He  made  light  of  the  matter,  however,  and, 
wamisg  the  othen  to  get  their  guns  readj  and  stand 
npon  tiieir  guard,  he  sprang  forward  to  the  trunk, 
and  eommenoed  **  awarming  "  upward. 

Ahnott  aa  rapidlj  as  a  bear  itself  oonld  hare 
aseended,  the  iisard-hnnter  glided  np  the  tree, 
swinging  himself  from  branch  to  branch,  and  rest- 
ing his  naked  feet — ^for  he  had  thrown  off  his  shoes 
—on  knots  and  other  inequalities,  where  no  branch 
oflfored.  In  thia  waj  he  at  length  got  so  dose  to 
tiie  nest,  that  he  could  without  diflBculty  thrust  his 
hand  into  the  bottom  of  it. 

He  was  now  seen  drawing  forth  a  number  of  the 
dry  sticks,  and  forming  a  cavity  near  the  lower 
part  of  the  huge  mass.  He  operated  with  great 
silence  and  circumspection — taking  all  the  care  he 
could  not  to  make  his  presence  known  to  the  bear, 
nor  in  any  way  disturb  whatever  dreams  or  re- 
flections Bruin  might,  then  be  indulging  in. 

In  a  short  time  he  had  hoUowed  out  a  little 
chamber  among  the  sticks — just  large  enough  for 
his  purpose,— and«  taking  the  ball  of  dry  grass  out 
of  his  pouch,  he  loosened  it  a  little,  and  then  placed 
it  within  the  cavity* 

It  was  but  the  work  of  another  minute  to  light 
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« liicifer-iiuiteh,  and  set  fire  to  the  loDg  strips  of 
tmder  mg  that  hung  downwards  from  the  grass. 

This  done,  the  izzard-hunter  swong  himself  to 
the  next  branch  below ;  and,  e^en  faster  than  he  had 
gone  up,  he  came  scrambling  down  the  trunk. 

Just  as  he  reached  the  ground,  the  grass  was 
■een  catching;  and  amidst  the  blue  smoke  that 
was  ooasing  thickly  out  of  the  little  chamber,  and 
akiwlj  curling  up  around  the  edges  of  the  nest, 
a  red  blaze  could  be  distinguished — accompanied 
with  that  crackling  noise  that  announces  the 
kindling  of  a  fire. 

The  four  hunters  stood  ready,  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  the  little  fiame — at  the  same  time  direct- 
ing their  glances  around  the  rim  of  the  nest. 

They  had  not  long  to  wait  for  the  denouement. 
The  smoke  had  already  caught  the  attention  of 
the  bear ;  and  the  snapping  of  the  dry  faggots, 
as  they  came  in  contact  with  the  blazing  grass, 
had  awakened  him  to  a  sense  of  his  dangerous 
situation. 

Long  before  the  blaze  had  mounted  near  him, 
he  was  seen  craning  his  neck  over  the  edge  of  the 
nest;  first  on  one  side,  then  on  another,  and 
evidently  not  liking  what  he  saw.     Once  or  twice 
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lie  eiineTeiyiiear  hafing  a  bullet  sent  at  his  bead ; 
but  bis  TefdeMoeM  bindered  tbem  from  getting  a 
good  aim,  and  for  the  time  be  was  left  alone. 

Not  ioir  long,  bowever:  for  be  did  not  mneb 
longer  remain  upon  bis  eleyated  percb.  Wbetber 
it  was  tbe  smoke  tbat  be  was  unable  longer  to 
endure,  or  wbetber  be  knew  that  tbe  conflagration 
was  at  bandy  does  not  dearly  appear ;  but  from  bis 
movements  it  was  evident  tbe  nest  was  getting  too 
hot  to  bold  him. 

And  no  doubt  it  was  too  hot  at  that  crisis. 
Had  he  remained  in  it  but  two  minutes  longer, 
on  event  would  have  occurred  that  would  have 
ruiued  everything.  The  bear  would  either  have 
been  roasted  to  a  cinder ;  or,  at  all  events,  his  skin 
would  have  been  singed,  and,  of  course,  completelj 
spoilt  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  required ! 

Up  to  this  moment  that  thought  had  never 
occurred  to  the  young  hunters ;  and  now  that  it 
did  occur,  they  stood  watching  the  movements  of 
the  bear  with  feelings  of  keen  apprehension.  A 
shout  of  joy  was  heard  both  from  Alexis  and  Ivan 
as  the  great  quadruped  was  seen  springing  out 
from  the  smoke,  and  clutching  to  a  thick  branch  that 
traversed  upward  near  the  nest.    Embracing  the 
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brancb  with  his  paws,  he  commenced  descendiog 
stem  foremost  along  the  limb ;  but  a  more  rapid 
descent  was  in  store  for  him.  Out  of  the  four 
bullets  fired  into  his  body,  one  at  least  must  have 
reached  a  mortal  part ;  for  his  fore  arms  were  seen 
to  relax  their  hold,  his  limbs  slipped  from  the  bark, 
and  his  huge  body  came  "bump"  to  the  ground, 
where  it  lay  motionless  as  a  log  and  just  as  lifeless. 

Meanwhile  the  flames  enveloped  the  nest,  and  in 
five  minutes  more  the  whole  mass  was  on  fire,  blaz« 
ing  upward  like  a  beacon.  The  dry  sticks  snapped 
and  crackled  —  the  pitchy  branches  of  the  pine 
hissed  and  spurted — the  red  cinders  shot  out  like 
stars,  and  came  showering  down  to  the  earth — 
while  high  overhead  could  be  heard  the  vengeful 
cries  of  the  vultures,  as  they  saw  the  destruction 
of  their  aerial  habitation. 

But  the  hunters  took  no  heed  of  all  this.  Their 
task  was  accomplished,  or  nearly  so.  It  only 
remained  to  divest  Bruin  of  his  much-coveted 
skin ;  and,  having  done  this  in  a  skilful  and  proper 
manner,  they  mounted  their  roadsters,  and  once 
more  took  their  route  across  the  mountains. 

On  reaching  the  first  village  on  the  Spanish  side, 
they  parted  with  the  expert  izzard-hunter  and  his 
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hired  charge— baying  weU  remunerated  him  for  his 
threefold  service,  each  branch  of  which  he  had  per- 
formed to  their  entire  satisfaction. 


••o*- 


CHAPTEE  XXVm. 

SOUTH  AMEBICAK  BEABS. 

\ 

Ovu  travellers  passed  southward  to  Madrid,  where 
they  only  remained  long  enough  to  witness  that 
exciting  but  not  very  gentle  spectacle,  a  bull-fight. 
Thence  proceeding  to  Lisbon,  they  took  passage 
direct  for  Para,  or  "  Gran  Para,"  as  it  is  called — a 
thriving  Brazilian  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon  river,  and  destined  at  no  very  distant  day 
to  become  a  great  city. 

The  design  of  our  hunters  was  to  ascend  the  Ama- 
zon, and  reach,  by  one  of  its  numerous  head  waters, 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  Andes  mountains — which 
they  knew  to  be  the  habitat  of  the  "  spectacled  bear." 

On  arriving  at  Para,  they  were  not  only  sur- 
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prised,  but  deligbted,  to  find  that  the  Amazon  river 
was  actually  navigated  by  steamboats;  and  that, 
instead  of  having  to  spend  six  months  in  ascending 
to  the  upper  part  of  this  mighty  river — as  in  the 
olden  time^they  could  now  accomplish  the  journey 
in  less  than  a  score  of  days !  These  steamers  are 
the  property  of  the  Brazilian  Government,  that 
owns  the  greater  part  of  the  Amazon  valley,  and 
that  has  shown  considerable  enterprise  in  de- 
veloping its  resources — much  more  than  any  of 
the  Spano-American  States,  which  possess  the 
regions  lying  upon  the  upper  tributaries  of  the 
Amazon.  It  is  but  fair  to  state,  however,  that  the 
Peruvians  have  also  made  an  attempt  to  intro- 
duce steam  upon  the  Amazon  river ;  and  that  they 
have  been  unsuccessful,  from  causes  over  which 
they  could  scarce  be  expected  to  have  control. 
The  chief  of  these  causes  appears  to  have  been  the 
dishonesty  of  certain  American  contractors,  who 
provided  them  with  the  steamers — ^three  of  them — 
which,  on  being  taken  to  the  head  of  steam  naviga- 
tion on  the  Amazon,  were  found  to  be  utterly  worth- 
less, and  had  to  be  laid  up !  This  bit  of  jobbery  is 
to  be  regretted  the  more,  since  its  bad  effects  do 
not  alone  concern  the  people  of  Peru,  but  the 
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whole  dvilued  world :  for  there  is  not  a  country 
on  the  globe  that  would  not  receiye  benefit  bj  a 
derdopment  of  the  resources  of  this  mighty  river.. 

Our  young  BussianB  had  been  under  the  belief, 
as  most  people  are,  that  the  banks  of  the  Ama- 
aon  were  entirely  without  dviUsed  settlements— 
that  the  great  riTor  had  scarcely  been  explored — 
that  only  a  few  traveUers  had  descended  this 
mighty  stream;  and  that  altogether  it  was  still  as 
much  of  a  ferra  imcoffrnta  as  in  the  days  of  Orel- 
lana.  They  found  that  these  notions  were  quite 
incorrect ;  that  not  only  is  there  the  large  town 
of  Para  near  the  mouth  of  the  Amazon,  but  there 
are  other  considerable  settlements  upon  its  banks, 
at  different  distances  from  each  other,  all  the  way 
up  to  Peru.  Even  upon  some  of  its  tributaries — as 
the  Eio  Negro  and  Madeira — there  are  villages 
and  plantations  of  some  importance.  Barra,  on 
the  former  stream,  is  of  itself  a  town  of  2,000 
inhabitants. 

In  that  part  of  the  Amazonian  territory  which  lies 
within  the  boundaries  of  Brazil,  the  settlements  are, 
of  course,  Brazilian — the  settlers  being  a  mixture 
of  Portuguese  negroes  and  Christianised  Indians. 
The  portion  of  the  great  valley  higher  up  towards  the 
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Cordilleras  of  the  Andes,  belongs  to  the  Spanish- 
American  governments — chiefly  to  Peru.  There 
are  also  settlements  of  a  missionary  character,  the 
population  of  which  consists  almost  entirely  of 
Indians,  who  have  submitted  themselves  to  the 
rule  of  the  Spanish  priests.  Years  ago  many  of 
these  missionary  settlements  were  in  a  flourishing 
condition ;  but  at  present  they  are  in  a  complete 
state  of  decay. 

Our  young  Eussians  found,  then,  that  the  great 
South  American  river  was  by  no  means  unknown 
or  unexplored — though  as  yet  no  great  observer 
has  given  an  account  of  it.  The  different  travellers 
who  have  descended  the  Amazon,  and  written 
books  about  it,  have  all  been  men  of  slight  capacity, 
and  lacking  powers  of  scientific  observation ;  and 
one  cannot  help  feeling  regret,  that  Humboldt  did 
not  choose  the  Amazon,  instead  of  the  Orinoco,  as 
the  medium  of  his  valuable  researches  into  the  cos- 
mography of  South  America.  Such  a  grand  subject 
was  worthy  of  such  a  man. 

In  ascending  the  Amazon — which  our  party  did 
by  the  Brazilian  steamer— they  were  fortunate 
in  finding  on  board  a  very  intelligent  travelling 
companion ;  who  gave  them  much  information  of 
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the  great  valley  and  its  resources.  This  man  was 
an  old  Portuguese  trader,  who  had  spent  nearly  a 
lifetime  in  navigating  not  only  the  Amazon  itself, 
but  many  of  its  larger  tributaries.  His  business 
was  to  collect  from  the  different  Indian  tribes  the 
indigenous  products  of  the  forest — or  montana,  as  it 
is  called — which  stretches  almost  without  interrup- 
tion from  the  Andes  to  the  Atlantic.  In  this 
vast  tropical  forest  there  are  many  productions 
that  have  found  their  way  into  the  channels  of 
commerce  ;  and  many  others  yet  unknown  or 
unregarded.  The  principal  articles  obtained  by 
the  traders  are  sarsaparilla,  Peruvian  bark,  annatto, 
and  other  dyes,  vanilla,  Brazil  nuts,  Tonka  beans, 
hammocks,  palm  fibre,  and  several  other  kinds 
of  spontaneous  vegetable  productions.  Monkeys, 
toucans,  macaws,  parrots,  and  other  beautiful 
birds,  also  enter  into  the  list  of  Amazonian  ex- 
ports ;  while  the  imports  consist  of  such  manufac- 
tured articles  as  may  tempt  the  cupidity  of  the 
savage,  or  the  weapons  necessary  to  him  either  in 
war  or  for  the  chase. 

In  this  trade  their  travelling  companion  had 
spent  thirty  years  of  his  life ;  and  being  a  man  of 
intelligence  he  had  not  only  acquired  a  consider- 
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able  fortune,  bat  laid  in  a  stock  of  geographical 
knowledge,  of  wbich  the  young  Eussians  were  not 
slow  to  take  advantage.  In  the  natural  history  of 
the  maniana  he  was  well  versed ;  and  knew  the 
different  animals  and  their  habits  from  actual 
observation— for  which  thirty  years  of  adventure 
had  given  him  a  splendid  opportunity.  It  was  a 
rich  store,  and  our  travellers,  especially  the  natu- 
ralist Alexis,  did  not  fail  to  draw  largely  from  it. 

Prom  the  information  given  by  this  inteUigent 
trader,  Alexis  was  enabled  to  determine  several 
facts  about  the  bears  of  South  America,  that  had 
hitherto  been  doubtful.  He  learnt  that  there  are 
at  least  two  very  distinct  varieties  of  them — one, 
the  "  spectacled  bear  "  (ursics  ornatus) — so  called, 
on  account  of  the  whitish  rings  around  his  eyes, 
suggesting  the  idea  of  spectacles ;  and  another 
without  these  white  eye  markings,  and  which  has 
been  lately  named  by  a  distinguished  German 
naturalist  ursus  frugilegus. 

The  former  kind  is  known  throughout  the 
Peruvian  countries  as  the  "Hucumari,"  and 
although  it  inhabits  the  Cordilleras,  it  does  not 
ascend  to  the  very  cold  elevations  known  as  the 
"paramos'*   and  "puna."     On  the   contrary,  it 
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affects  a  warmer  climate,  and  is  not  unfrequently 
found  straying  into  the  cultivated  valleys  termed 
generally  the  "  Sierra."  The  ursus  frugilegus 
chiefly  frequents  the  tangled  woods  that  cover  the 
eastern  spurs  of  the  Andes,  ranging  often  as  far 
down  as  the  montana,  and  never  so  high  as  the 
declivities  that  border  on  the  region  of  snow. 

Both  of  these  species  are  black  bears,  and 
termed  "  oso  negro  "  by  the  Spanish-Americans  ; 
but  the  Hucumari  is  distinguished  by  a  white 
list  under  the  throat,  a  white  breast,  a  muzzle  of  a 
greyish  buff  colour,  and  the  crescent-like  eye 
markings  already  mentioned.  It  is  also  of  a 
gentler  disposition  than  its  congener,  smaller  in 
size,  and  never  preys  upon  other  animals.  The 
other  does  so — frequently  making  havoc  among  the 
flocks  of  sheep,  and  even  attacking  the  cattle  and 
horses  of  i\iQ  haciendas.  The  ursus  frvgileguB  will 
give  battle  even  to  man  himself — when  baited,  or 
rendered  furious  by  being  chased. 

Both  these  species  are  supposed  to  be  confined 
to  the  Chilian  and  Peruvian  Andes.  This  is  an 
erroneous  supposition.  They  are  equally  common 
in  Bolivia,  and  in  the  sierras  of  New  Grenada 
and  Venezuela.     They  are  found  on  both  sides  of 
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Lake  Maracaibo  —  in  the  sierras  Perija  and 
Merida.  One  of  them,  at  least,  has  also  been 
observed  in  the  mountains  of  Guiana — ^though 
naturalists  have  not  met  with  it  there.  Hum- 
boldt, it  is  true,  saw  the  tracks  of  what  the  natives 
told  him  was  a  hear  on  the  Upper  Orinoco  ;  and, 
reasoning  from  their  size,  he  drew  the  inference 
that  it  must  have  been  a  much  smaller  species 
than  the  ursus  americanus ;  but  in  this  matter 
the  great  philosopher  was  led  into  an  error  bj  a 
misapplied  name.  He  was  informed  that  the 
animal  was  the  "oso  earnero,"  or  flesh -eating 
bear — a  title  given  by  the  Mission  Indians  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  two  other  animals,  which  thej 
also  erroneously  term  bears — the  "  oso  palmero," 
or  great  ant-eater  (tamanoir),  and  the  "  oso 
hormiguero  "  (famandua).  The  animal  by  whose 
tracks  Humboldt  was  misled,  was,  no  doubt,  one 
of  the  smaller  plantigrade  animals  {coatis  or 
grisons),  of  which  there  are  several  species  in  the 
forests  of  South  America. 

Our  hunters  learnt  enough  from  their  travelling 
acquaintance  to  convince  them  that,  in  whatever 
latitude  they  might  approach  the  Andes  from  the 
east,  they  would  be  certain  to  find  both  varieties  of 
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the  South  American  black  bear ;  but  that  the  best 
route  they  could  take  would  be  up  the  great  Napo 
river,  which  rises  not  very  far  from  the  old  Peruvian 
capital  of  Quito.  In  the  wild  provinces  of  Quixos 
and  Macas,  lying  to  the  east  of  Quito — and  to 
which  the  Napo  river  would  conduct  them — they 
would  be  certain  to  meet  with  the  animals  they 
were  in  search  of. 

They  would  have  been  equally  sure  of  meeting 
bears  in  the  territory  of  Jean  de  Bracamoros ;  and 
this  would  have  been  more  easily  reached;  but 
Alexis  knew  that  by  taking  that  route  across  the 
Cordilleras,  they  would  be  thrown  too  far  to  the 
west  for  the  isthmus  of  Panama — which  it  was 
necessary  they  should  cross  on  their  way  to  the 
northern  division  of  the  American  continent. 

By  keeping  up  the  Napo  to  its  source,  and  then 
crossing  the  Cordilleras  of  New  Granada,  they 
would  still  be  enabled  to  make  westerly  as  far  as 
Panama — to  which  port  they  could  get  passage  in 
one  of  the  Grenadian  coasting-vessels. 

On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Napo,  there- 
fore, they  engaged  a  periagua,  with  its  Indian  crew, 
and  continued  their  journey  up  this  stream  towards 
the  still-distant  Cordilleras  of  Quito. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

THE  AlLkZOmAS  FOBXST. 

The  river  Napo  is  one  of  tbe  largest  of  the  head- 
waters of  the  Amazon,  and  one  of  the  most 
interesting — since,  bj  it,  most  of  the  earlj  expe- 
ditionists descended  in  search  of  the  country  of  the 
gilded  kings,  and  the  gold-roofed  temples  of 
Manoa.  Though  these  proved  to  be  fabulous,  yet 
the  existence  of  gold  dust  among  tbe  Indians  of 
the  Napo  was  true  enough,  and  is  true  to  the 
present  hour.  On  this  river,  and  its  numerous 
branches,  gold  washings,  or  placers,  are  quite  com- 
mon ;  and  occasionally  the  savages,  who  roam  over 
this  region,  collect  tbe  dust,  and  exchange  it  with 
the  traders  who  venture  among  them.  The 
Indians,  however,  are  of  too  idle  a  habit  to  follow 
this  industry  with  any  degree  of  energy;  and 
whenever  they  have  obtained  a  quill  full  of  the 
metallic  sand — just  enough  to  purchase  them  some 
coveted  nick-nack  of  civilized  manufacture — tke^ 
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leaye  off  work,  and  the  precious  ingots  are  peiv 
mitted  to  sleep  undiscovered  in  their  beds. 

Notwithstanding  the  length  of  their  joumej  up 
the  NapOy  our  travellers  did  not  deem  it  tedious. 
The  lovely  tropical  scenery,  ever  under  their  eyes, 
together  with  the  numerous  little  incidents  which 
were  constantly  occurring,  relieved  the  monotony 
of  their  daily  life,  and  kept  them  in  a  constant 
state  of  interested  excitement.  At  every  bend  of 
the,  river  appeared  some  object,  new  and  worthy 
of  admiration — some  grand  tropical  plant  or  tree, 
some  strange  quadruped,  or  some  bird  of  glorious 
plumage. 

The  craft  in  which  they  travelled  was  that  in 
general  use  on  the  upper  tributaries  of  the 
Amazon :  a  large  canoe — hollowed  out  from  the 
gigantic  homhax  ceiba,  or  silk-cotton  tree — and 
usually  known  &&  &  j>eriagua.  Over  the  stem  part, 
or  quarter-deck,  a  little  "  round  house  "  is  erected, 
resembling  the  tilt  of  a  wagon ;  but,  instead  of 
ash  hoops  and  canvas,  it  is  constructed  of  bam- 
boos and  leaves  of  trees.  The  leaves  form  a 
thatch  to  shade  the  sun  from  the  little  cabin  in- 
side, and  they  are  generally  the  large  leaves  of  the 
vihai,  a  species  of  heliconia,  which  grows  abun- 
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dantlj  in  the  tropical  forests  of  South  America. 
Leaves  of  the  mtisacaa  (plantains  and  bananas) 
serve  for  a  similar  purpose;  and  both  kinds  are 
equally  employed  in  thatching  the  huts  in  which 
the  natives  dwell. 

The  little  cabin  thus  constructed  is  called  a 
toldo.  Inside  it  is  high  enough  for  a  man  to  sit 
upright,  though  not  to  stand ;  and  generally  it  is 
only  used  for  sleeping  in,  or  as  a  shelter  during 
rain.  At  other  times  the  traveller  prefers  the 
open  air ;  and  sits  or  reclines  upon  the  roof  of  the 
toldo,  which  is  constructed  of  sufficient  strength 
to  bear  his  weight.  The  forward  part  of  the  peri- 
agua  is  left  quite  open  ;  and  here  the  rowers  take 
their  stations,  so  that  their  movements  do  not 
interfere  with  the  comfort  of  the  travellers. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  Portuguese  trader, 
our  party  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  proper 
periagua  and  crew.  They  were  Christianized 
Indians,  belonging  to  one  of  the  Spanish  missions 
situated  far  up  the  Napo.  They  had  descended 
this  river  with  a  cargo  of  the  products  of  the 
mission;  and  were  just  about  starting  to  go  back, 
as  our  travellers  arrived  at  the  river's  mouth.  An 
agreement  was  easily  entered  into  with  the  cajgataz^ 
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or  chief  of  the  periagua;  and  as  our  travellers 
always  paid  liberally  for  such  service,  and  kept  the 
crew  well  fed,  they  received  as  good  attendance 
and  accommodation  as  circumstances  would  admit 
of.  Here  and  there  on  the  banks  of  the  river — 
though  at  very  long  intervals  apart — were  settle- 
ments of  the  wild  Indians  of  the  forest ;  and  as 
nearly  all  the  tribes  of  Amazonia  do  less  or  more 
in  the  way  of  cultivation  and  commerce,  our  travel- 
lers were  enabled  from  time  to  time  to  replenish 
their  larder.  Their  guns,  too,  helped  materially 
to  keep  up  the  supply :  since  almost  every  day  game 
of  one  kind  or  another  was  procured  along  the 
banks.  Por  bread  they  had  farinha,  a  good  stock 
of  which  they  had  brought  with  them  on  the 
steamer  from  Pai-a.  This  is  the  grated  root  of  the 
manioc  plant  {jatropha  manikot),  and  forms  the 
staple  food  of  all  classes  throughout  the  countries  of 
Amazonia. 

Alexis  was  particularly  interested  in  what  they 
saw.  Never  had  naturalist  a  finer  field  for  ob- 
servation. Here  was  nature  presented  to  the  eye 
in  its  most  normal  condition.  Here  could  be  ob- 
served the  tropical  forest  in  all  its  primeval  virginity, 
unbroken  by  the  axe  of  the  lumberer,  and  in  many 
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places  untrodden  even  bj  the  foot  of  the  hunter. 
Here  its  denizens — quadrupeds,  quadrumana,  birds, 
reptiles,  and  insects — might  be  seen  following  out 
their  various  habits  of  life,  obedient  only  to  the 
passions  or  instincts  that  had  been  implanted  in 
them  by  Nature  herself,  but  little  modified  by  the 
presence  of  man.  Now  would  appear  a  flock  of 
et^ivaraa^-or  ehiguires,  as  they  are  also  called — the 
largest  of  rodent  animals,  basking  upon  some 
sunny  bank,  raising  their  great  rabbit-like  heads, 
and  gazing  curiously  at  the  passing  periagua. 
Perhaps  before  the  travellers  had  lost  sight  of  them, 
the  whole  gang  would  be  seen  suddenly  starting 
from  their  attitudes  of  repose,  and  in  desperate 
rush  making  for  the  water.  Behind  them  would 
appear  the  yellow-spotted  body  of  the  jaguar — the 
true  tyrant  of  the  Amazonian  forest,  who,  with  a 
single  blow  of  his  powerful  paw  would  stretch  a 
cliignire  upon  the  grass,  and  then,  couching  over 
his  fallen  victim,  would  tear  its  body  to  pieces, 
drink  its  warm  blood,  and  devour  its  flesh  at  his 
leisure. 

If  by  good  fortune  the  flock  might  all  escape, 
and  reach  the  water,  the  jaguar,  conscious  of  their 
superior  adroitness  in  that  element,  would  at  once 
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abandon  the  pursuit ;  and  returning  to  his  ambush, 
lie  waiting  for  a  fresh  opportunity.  But  for  all  that, 
the  poor  chiguires  would  not  be  certain  of  safety ; 
for  eyen  in  the  water  thej  might  encounter  an- 
other enemjy  equally  formidable  and  cruel,  in  the 
gigantic  jaea/ro — the  crocodile  of  the  Amazonian 
waters.  Thus  assailed  in  either  element,  the  poor 
innocent  rodents  are  driven  from  land  to  water,  and 
from  the  water  back  again  to  the  land ;  and  so  kept 
in  a  state  of  continual  fear  and  trembling.  The 
puma,  too,  assails  them,  and  the  joffuarundi^  and 
the  fierce  eoatimtmdi;  and  not  unfrequently  the 
enormous  anaconda  enfolds  them  in  its  deadly 
embrace;  for  the  innocuous  creatures  can  make 
no  defence  against  their  numerous  enemies;  and 
but  for  that  fecundity  which  characterizes  the 
family  to  which  they  belong — the  so-called  "Guinea 
pigs  " — their  race  would  be  in  danger  of  total 
extirpation. 

The  chiguires  were  not  the  only  gregarious 
animals  observed  by  our  travellers  in  their  ascent 
of  the  !N'apo.  Others  of  a  very  different  order 
appeared  in  the  peccarieSy  or  wild  pigs  of  the 
montana.  These  are  true  pachyderms,  and  in 
reality  pigs;  though  naturalists  have  seen  fit  to 
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separate  them  from  the  genus  Sus,  and  constitute 
for  them  a  genus  of  their  own.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  this  is  a  very  useless  pro- 
ceeding— since  the  peccaries  are  neither  more  nor 
less  than  true  wild  hogs,  the  indigenous  repre- 
sentatives of  the  suida,  on  the  American  con- 
tinent. Their  classification  into  a  separate  genus 
has  been  productive  of  no  good  purpose,  but  the 
very  contrary:  since  it  has  added  to  the  number 
of  zoological  names,  thereby  rendering  still  more 
difficult  the  study  of  that  interesting  science. 
Por  such  an  endless  vocabulary,  we  are  chiefly 
indebted  to  the  speculations  of  anatomic  natu- 
ralists, who,  lacking  opportunities  of  actual  obser- 
vation, endeavour  to  make  up  for  it  by  guesses  and 
conjectures,  founded  upon  some  little  tubercle  upon 
a  tooth !  [Notwithstanding  their  learned  treatises, 
it  often  proves — and  very  often  too — that  these 
tubercles  tell  most  abominable  stories  ;  in  plainer 
terms,  that  the  animals  "  lie  in  their  teeth." 

The  peccary — which  the  old  writers  were  con- 
tent to  regard  as  a  wild  pig,  and  very  properly 
placed  under  the  genus  sus — is  now  termed  dico- 
tyles.  Two  species  only  are  yet  known  to  natu- 
ralists— the  "  white-lipped  "  and  "  collared '*  (JD. 
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labriimB  and  eoUarii)  ;  and  although  thej  are  nrd^ 
fimnd  freqnenting  the  same  district  of  oonntiy, 
either  one  or  the  other  kind  can  be  enooimtered  in 
allthe  wilder  parts  of  America — ^from  Califomia  on 
the  north,  to  the  latitude  of  the  La  Plata  cm  the 
south.  Both  are  nearly  of  one  form  and  oolonr — 
a  sort  of  speckled  greyish-brown;  the  collared 
species  being  so  named  from  a  whitish  list  running 
up  in  front  of  its  shoulders,  and  forming  the 
semblance  of  a  collar ;  while  the  white-lipped 
deriyes  its  specific  title  from  haying  lips  of  a 
greyish-white  colour.  In  size,  howeyer,  there  is 
a  great  difference  between  the  two:  the  white- 
lipped  peccary  weighing  100  lbs.,  or  nearly  twice 
the  weight  of  the  collared  species.  The  former,  too, 
is  proportionably  stouter  in  build,  and  altogether 
a  stronger  and  fiercer  animal ;  for  although  fierce- 
ness is  not  a  characteristic  of  their  nature,  like 
other  animals  of  the  hog  family,  when  roused,  they 
exhibit  a  ferocity  and  fearlessness  equalling  that 
of  the  true  camivora. 

Both  kinds  of  peccary  are  preyed  upon  by  the 
jaguar;  but  this  tyrant  of  the  wilds  approaches 
them  with  more  caution  and  far  less  confidence, 
than  when  he  makes  his  onslaught  on  the  helpless 
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chiguires ;  and  not  unfrequently  in  conflicts  with 
the  peccary,  the  jaguar  comes  off  only  second  best. 
Of  this  fact  our  travellers  had  ample  proofs- 
having  frequently  witnessed,  while  ascending  the 
Napo,  encounters  between  the  peccaries  and  the 
jaguars.  One  of  these  encounters  they  had  watched 
with  an  interest  more  than  common:  for  in  its 
result  their  own  safety  was  concerned ;  and  the 
very  position  of  peril  in  which  they  were  placed, 
enabled  them  to  have  a  full  and  perfect  view  of 
the  whole  spectacle ;  an  account  of  which  we 
find  recorded  in  the  journal  of  Alexis. 
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CHAPTEE  XXX. 

THE  FSKT7YIAN  CINKAMON  TBEE. 

TflEY  bad  reached  a  district  which  lies  between  two 
great  branches  of  the  Napo  river,  and  which  bears 
the  name  of  Canelos^  or  the  '^  cinnamon  country.'* 
The  name  was  given  to  it  by  the  Spanish  dis- 
coverers of  Peru — from  the  fact  of  their  finding 
trees  in  this  region,  the  bark  of  which  bears  a 
considerable  resemblance  to  the  celebrated  spice  of 
the  East  Indies.  Canela  is  the  Spanish  name  for 
cinnamon ;  and  the  rude  adventurers  Pineda  and 
Gonzalez  Pizarro,  fancying  it  was  the  real  cin- 
namon-tree itself,  BO  called  it ;  and  the  district  in 
which  they  found  it  most  abundant  thenceforward 
took  the  name  of  Canelos. 

The  tree,  afterwards  identified  and  described  by 
the  Spanish  botanist  Mutis,  is  not  the  Lauras  cin- 
namomum  of  Ceylon ;  but  a  species  of  laurus  pecu- 
liar to  the  American  continent — to  which  this 
botanist  has  given  the  name  laurus  cinnamomoides. 
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It  is  not,  however,  confined  to  the  region  around 
the  Eio  Napo,  but  grows  in  many  parts  of  the 
Great  Montana,  as  well  as  in  other  countries  of 
tropical  America.  Bonpland  identified  it  on  the 
Upper  Orinoco,  and  again  in  the  county  of  Ca^ 
raccas ;  though  nowhere  does  it  appear  to  be  in 
such  plenty  as  to  the  east  of  the  Cordilleras  of 
Ecuador  and  Peru — throughout  the  provinces  of 
Quixos,  Macas,  and  Jaen  de  Bracamoros.  In  these 
provinces  it  is  found  forming  extensive  woods,  and 
filling  the  air  with  the  delicious  aroma  of  its 
flowers.  The  bark  of  the  laurus  cinnamomoides  is 
not  considered  equal  in  delicate  flavour  to  that  of 
the  Oriental  cinnamon.  It  is  hotter  and  more 
pungent  to  the  taste — otherwise  the  resemblance 
between  the  two  trees  is  very  considerable,  their 
foliage  being  much  alike,  and  the  bark  peeling  off 
of  nearly  equal  thickness.  The  American,  however, 
becomes  more  brownish  when  dried  ;  and,  though 
it  is  not  equal  to  the  cinnamon  bark  of  Ceylon, 
large  quantities  of  it  are  collected,  both  for  use  in 
the  Spanish- American  countries  and  for  export  to 
Europe — where  it  is  often  passed  off  for  the  true 
cinnamon.  Were  it  not  that  the  province  of 
Canelos  is  rather  inaccessible  to   commerce,   no 
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doabt  ft  great  deal  more  of  it  would  find  its  way 
into  the  European  markets ;  but  there  are  perils  and 
hardships  in  the  collecting  of  this  bark,  which  make 
it  unprofitable  to  deal  in,  even  at  the  full  price  of  the 
true  cinnamon.  The  Peruvians  believe  that^  were 
the  tree  cultivated  in  a  proper  manner,  as  the 
Oriental  cinnamon  is,  its  bark  would  prove  equal  in 
quality  to  the  latter ;  and  perhaps  this  may  be  true, 
since  occasionally  specimens  of  it  have  been  pro- 
cured, having  all  the  rich  aroma  of  the  spice  of 
Ceylon.  These  have  been  taken  from  trees  that 
grew  in  favourable  situations — that  is,  standing 
alone,  and  where  the  sun  bad  free  access  to  the 
leaves  and  flowers.  The  leaves  themselves  have 
the  peculiar  cinnamon  flavour,  and  the  flowers 
also ;  but  in  a  much  stronger  degree.  Indeed,  the 
flowers  are  even  more  aromatic  than  those  of  the 
lauru8  einnamomum. 

It  is  said  that  the  wild  pigs  (peccaries)  are  very 
fond  of  these  flowers,  as  well  as  the  seeds,  when 
ripe ;  and  a  singular  habit  of  these  animals  is  re- 
lated by  some  of  the  early  Peruvian  travellers — the 
Jesuit  Ovalle  for  one.  The  old  father  states  that 
when  a  flock  of  the  peccaries  go  in  search  of  the 
flowers  of  the  canela-tree,  they  separate  into  two 
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divisions,  of  about  nearly  equal  numbers.  The 
individuals  of  one  division  place  their  shoulders  to 
the  different  trees  ;  and,  by  shaking  them  violently, 
cause  the  flowers  to  fall  down  to  the  earth.  While 
thus  employed,  the  peccaries  of  the  other  party 
stand  under  the  shower,  and  eat  undisturbedly 
until  they  have  quite  filled  their  bellies,  or  other- 
wise satisfied  themselves.  These  last  then  take 
the  place  of  the  hungry  hogs ;  and  reciprocating 
the  service  by  shaking  the  trees,  leave  the  former 
to  enjoy  themselves  in  their  turn ! 

It  is  not  easy  to  swallow  this  story  of  tho  Jesuit, 
though  he  was  himself  a  native  of  the  country 
where  the  scene  is  laid.  That  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  hogs  shaking  the  trees  for  one 
another,  is  not  likely  to  be  true,  though  it  is  pos- 
sible all  the  other  particulars  are  correct. 

It  may  be  true  enough  that  the  animals  shake 
the  trees  to  bring  down  the  flowers :  for  this  would 
exhibit  a  sagacity  not  greater  than  hogs  of  other 
species  are  capable  of;  but  it  is  not  according  to 
the  laws  of  their  moral  nature  to  perform  the 
service  for  one  another.  That  they  roam  in  great 
flocks  through  the  canela  forests,  and  devour  with 
avidity  the  blossoms  of  these  trees,  is  undoubtedly 
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a  fiictr— of^which  our  trayellers  had  the  evidence  of 
their  own  eyes  while  on  their  joumej  up  the 
riyer  Napo. 

Thej  were  passing  a  place  where  these  wild 
cinnamon  trees  lined  the  banks  of  the  stream ;  and, 
in  order  to  make  a  doser  examination  of  such  an 
interesting  species,  Alexis  landed  from  the  peri€yfua. 
I?an  went  along  with  him — taking  his  double- 
barrelled  gun,  in  hopes  of  getting  a  shot  at  some- 
thing. In  one  barrel  he  had  a  bultet,  while  the  other 
was  loaded  with  shot — so  that  he  was  prepared  for 
any  sort  of  game  that  might  turn  up,  either  beasts 
or  birds.    Alexis,  as  usual,  carried  bis  rifle. 

It  was  their  intention  to  walk  for  some  distance 
up  the  bank.  There  was  a  sandy  strip  between 
the  water  and  the  trees — which  would  enable  them 
to  make  way  without  difficulty — and  it  is  only  where 
this  occurs  that  the  banks  of  the  Amazonian  rivers 
can  be  followed  on  foot.  Generally,  the  thick  forest 
comes  down  to  the  very  water's  edge ;  and  there  is 
uo  pathway  except  an  occasional  track  followed  by 
the  chiguires, tapirs,  and  other  animals;  but,  as  these 
creatures  only  open  the  underwood  to  the  height 
of  their  own  bodies,  all  above  that  is  a  matted  laby- 
rinth of  leaves  and  llanos,  that  form  an  impenetrable 
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barrier  to  tbe  passage  of  oDjthing  so  tall  as  a  man. 
The  Indians  themselves  rarely  follow  these  paths^ 
but  keep  to  their  canoes  or  periaguas. 

Seeing  this  fine  open  sand-bar,  which  appeared 
to  stretch  for  miles  above  them,  our  young  travel- 
lerSy  tired  of  sitting  upon  the  toldo^  determiDed  to 
stretch  their  legs  in  a  walk ;  and,  directing  the 
capataz  to  keep  up  the  river  and  take  them  in 
above,  they  set  out  along  the  bank — now  and  then 
dipping  into  the  woods,  wherever  an  opening  showed 
itself,  and  examining  such  rare  natural  objects  aa 
attracted  their  attention. 

Pouchskin  did  not  go  wif^  them ;  and  the  reason 
was  that,  some  days  before,  Pouchskin  had  en- 
countered a  mishap,  by  which  he  was  laid  up  lame. 
The  cause  of  his  lameness  was  simply  that  some 
chigaa  had  got  between  his  toes ;  and  not  having 
been  extracted  in  time,  had  there  laid  their  eggs, 
and  caused  a  terrible  inflammation  to  his  feet.  A 
misfortune  that  frequently  happens  in  tropical 
countries.  The  wound  caused  by  the  ehigoy  though 
not  absolntely  of  fatal  consequences,  is  very  dan- 
gerous to  be  trifled  with — often  leading  to  the 
necessity  of  amputating  the  part  attacked  bj 
these  diminutive  insects.    Pouchskin,  sneering  at 
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Che  insignificance  of  the  enemy,  had  neglected 
taking  proper  precaationEh-^notwithstanding  that 
the  Indian  canoe-men  had  warned  him  of  the  dan- 
ger. The  consequence  was  a  swelling  of  the  parts 
and  an  inflammation,  that  lamed  the  old  grenadier 
as  completelj  as  if  his  leg  had  been  carried  off  by 
a  bomb-shell ;  and  he  was  now  reclining  along  the 
top  of  the  toldo,  unable  to  stand  upon  his  feet. 

For  this  reason,  being  in  no  condition  to  join 
his  young  masters  on  their  pedestrian  excursbns, 
he  was'  necessarily  left  behind.  It  was,  perhaps, 
just  as  well  for  him :  since  it  was  the  means  of 
keeping  him  dear  of  a  scrape  into  which  both  of 
the  young  hunters  chanced  to  &11  very  soon  after ; 
and  which,  perhaps,  had  Pouchskin  been  with 
them,  might  have  ended  worse  than  it  did:  since 
it  could  not  have  ended  much  better. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXI. 

A  8EUBBY  OTEB  A  SAITP-BAB. 

JousKETEurG  aloDg  the  bank,  as  we  have  described, 
Alexis  and  Ivan  had  gone  some  two  or  three  miles 
up  the  riyer.  They  were  b^:inning  to  get  tired  of 
their  walk :  as  the  sand  was  rather  soft,  and  sank 
under  their  feet  at  eyery  step.  Just  then  they 
descried,  a  little  ahead  of  them,  a  long  bar,  or 
"  spit "  of  the  bank,  running  out  nearly  to  the 
middle  of  the  river.  They  made  up  their  minds  to 
go  on  until  they  should  reach  this  bar.  At  its  end 
appeared  a  proper  place  for  the  periagua  to  come 
to,  and  take  them  aboard. 

The  craft  was  still  working  up  stream,  and  had 
got  nearly  opposite  them,  so  that  they  could  hail  it. 
They  did  so — desiring  the  popero^  or  steersman,  to 
put  in  at  the  extremity  of  the  sand-bar.  This 
matter  haying  been  arranged,  they  continued  on 
up  the  bank,  going  at  their  leisure. 

q2 
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On  arriving  at  tliafc  part  of  the  bank  where  the 
sand-spit  projected  into  the  river,  they  were  about 
stepping  out  upon  it,  when  the  quick  ear  of  Ivan 
caught  the  sound  of  some  animals  moving  among 
the  underwood.  All  was  game  that  came  to  Ivan's 
gun ;  and  as  he  had  seen  nothing  worth  wasting  a 
charge  upon,  during  their  long  walk,  he  was  very 
desirous  to  have  a  shot  at  something  before  re- 
turning to  the  periagua. 

What  he  heard  was  a  rustling  of  leaves.  It  did 
not  appear  to  proceed  from  any  particular  spot, 
but  rather  from  all  parts  of  the  forest.  Now  and 
then  the  sound  was  varied  by  a  sorb  of  half-squeak- 
ing half-grunting  noise,  that  indicated  the  presence 
of  animals,  and  a  great  many  of  them  too :  since 
at  times,  several  scores  of  these  squeaks  and 
grunts  could  be  heard  uttered  simultaneously. 
Alexis  heard  the  sounds  too ;  but  being  less  of 
a  keen  sportsman  than  his  brother,  cared  less 
to  go  after  the  creatures  that  were  making  them. 
He  had  no  objection  to  Ivan  straying  a  little  out 
of  his  way ;  and  promised  to  wait  for  him  on  the 
open  bank. 

Had  he  known  what  sort  of  game  it  was  that 
his  brother  was  going  after — that  is,  had  he  been 
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acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  animals  that 
were  making  themselves  heard,  he  would  either 
have  gone  along  with  Ivan,  or,  what  is  more  likelj, 
would  have  hindered  him  from  going  at  all.  Alexis, 
however,  was  under  the  imprefssion  that  monkeys 
of  some  kind  were  making  the  strange  noises — for 
not  only  are  there  many  species  of  these  in  the 
forests  of  the  Kapo,  but  some  that  can  imitate  the 
voices  of  other  animals.  Of  course,  with  monkeys, 
there  could  be  no  danger:  since  none  of  the 
American  quadrumana  are  large  enough  or  strong 
enough  to  attempt  an  attack  upon  man. 

Ivan  had  not  left  the  spot  more  than  five 
minutes,  when  a  loud  report,  reverberating  among 
the  trees,  announced  that  he  had  fired  his  gun; 
and,  almost  in  the  same  instant,  a  second  crack  told 
that  both  barrels  were  now  empty. 

Alexis  was  about  proceeding  to  the  place  to  see 
what  his  brother  had  shot,  when  all  at  once  his  ears 
were  assailed  by  a  loud  chorus  of  noises — a  scream- 
ing, and  snortiog,  and  grunting, — that  seemed  to 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  wood ;  while  the  cracking 
of  sticks,  and  the  "  swishing "  of  branches,  an- 
nounced a  singular  commotion — as  if  some  hun- 
dreds of  creatures  were  rushing  to  and  fro  ttetovx^ 
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ihe  juog^.  At  the  same  instant  was  heard  the 
Toiee  of  lyan,  erjing  oat  in  accents  of  ahrm ; 
while  the  hoy  was  himself  seen  breaking  his  way 
through  the  bushes,  and  running  with  all  his  might 
in  the  direction  of  his  brother.  His  looks  betokened 
tezTor,  as  if  some  dreaded  pursuer  was  behind  him. 

''Sun!  brother — run!"  cried  he,  as  he  got 
dear  of  the  undorwood;  ''run  for  your  Ufel— 
they're  after  me — they're  after  me ! " 

It  was  no  time  to  inquire  what  pursuers  were 
after  him.  Evidently,  they  were  of  a  sort  to  be 
shunned :  since  they  had  caused  to  the  courageous 
Iran  such  serious  alarm ;  and  Alexis,  without  stay- 
ing for  an  explanation,  turned,  and  joined  in  his 
brother's  flight.  Both  directed  themselves  towards 
the  open  sand-spit,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  reach 
the  periagua — which  could  be  seen  just  drawing 
up  to  its  point  of  the  bar. 

They  had  not  made  a  dozen  steps  into  the  open 
ground,  when  the  bushes  from  which  they  had  just 
parted  were  seen  to  vibrate,  and  from  out  their 
trembling  cover  rushed  a  host  of  strange  creatures : 
literally  a  host,  for,  in  a  few  seconds'  time,  not  less 
than  two  hundred  of  them  made  their  appearance. 

They  were  quadrupeds  of  a  greyish-brown  colour. 
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not  krger  than  half-grown  pigs;  and  pigs  they 
were — that  is  to  say,  they  were  peccaries.  They 
were  those  of  the  species  Idbiatus — as  could  be 
seen  by  their  white  lips.  These  lips  were  espe- 
cially eonspicaous,  for  each  individual  was  rushing 
on  open-mouthed,  with  snout  raised  aloft — all  of 
them  cracking  their  teeth  like  castanets,  uttering, 
as  they  ran,  a  confused  chorus  of  short,  sharp 
grunts  and  squeaks  expressive  of  anger. 

As  soon  as  Alexis  saw  them,  he  recognized  the 
peril  of  the  situation  in  which  he  and  his  brother 
were  placed.  He  had  read,  and  heard  moreover 
from  the  Portuguese  trader  —  as  well  as  from 
the  Indian  canoe-men — of  the  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  attack  of  these  fierce  little  animals ; 
and  how  the  hunter,  to  escape  from  them,  is  often 
compelled  to  take  to  a  tree.  Had  he  and  Ivan  re- 
flected for  a  moment,  they  would  probably  have 
made  for  the  woods,  instead  of  running  out  on  the 
open  sand-bar  as  they  had  done.  It  was  now  too 
late,  however.  The  peccaries  covered  the  whole 
line  of  beach  behind  them ;  and  no  tree  could  have 
been  reached,  without  passing  back  again  through 
the  midst  of  the  drove.  Their  retreat  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  woods  was  completely  cut  off;  and  there 
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appeared  no  alternative,  but  to  make  tbe  best  use 
thej  could  of  their  heels,  and  if  possible  get  on 
board  the  periagua. 

With    this  determination  they  rashed  on  over 
the  sandbank,  closely  pursued  by  the  peccaries. 


CHAPTEE  XXXIL 

PTXnsrED    BT    FECCASISS* 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  our  young  hunters  took 
as  long  strides  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
permit;  but,  unfortunately,  they  were  not  long 
enough.  The  sand  was  soft  and  heavy,  and  in 
places  so  full  of  holes,  where  the  turtles  had  had 
their  eggs — now  empty — that  the  fugitives  could 
make  but  slow  progress,  though  fear  was  urging 
them  to  do  their  utmost.  The  pursuers  themselves 
did  not  make  as  good  speed  as  they  would  have 
made  on  firmer  ground,  but  they  were  goiug  faster 
than  the  pursued ;  and  the  boys  were  beginning  to 
fear  that  they  would  never  be  able  to  reach  the 
periagua  in  time.    To  be  overtaken   meant  the 
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same  as  to  be  dragged  down  upon  the  sand,  and 
torn  to  pieces  bj  the  sharp  tusks  of  the  peccaries. 
The  periagua  was  still  three  hundred  yards  distant. 
The  Indians  saw  the  chase,  and  knew  the  danger 
— knew  it  so  well,  that  it  was  not  likely  they  would 
Tenture  ashore  to  the  rescue ;  and  as  for  Pouch- 
skin,  he  was  unable  to  budge  an  inch — even  had 
there  been  no  other  means  of  saving  his  young 
masters.  It  was  n  moment  of  fearful  apprehen- 
sion for  the  faithful  Fouchskin.  He  had  seized  his 
fusil,  and  wriggled  his  body  into  an  erect  attitude ; 
but  he  felt  powerless  to  do  more.* 

In  this  moment  of  peril  an  object  came  under 
the  eyes  of  Alexis  that  promised  safety.  At  least 
it  held  out  the  prospect  of  a  temporary  retreat 
from  the  danger — though  whether  they  might  suc- 
ceed in  reaching  this  retreat  was  not  certain. 

This  object  was  a  tree — not  standing  and  grow- 
ing, but  a  fallen  tree — dead,  and  divested  of  its 
leaves,  its  bark,  and  most  of  its  branches.  It  lay 
upon  the  sand-spit — where  it  had,  no  doubt,  been 
deposited  during  the  season  of  floods — not  exactly 
in  the  line  of  their  flight,  but  some  paces  to  the  right 
of  the  track  they  would  have  followed  in  keeping 
on  to  the  periagua.     It  was  nearer  them  than  tho 
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boaty  bj  full  two  hundred  yards ;  and  Alexis  ob- 
flerving  this,  suddenly  conceived  a  Hope  tbat  they 
might  yet  reach  the  tree,  and  find  shelter,  either 
upon  its  trunk  or  among  its  branches.  Of  these 
the  larger  ones  still  remained — arising  many  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  sand,  and  shrouded  under 
masses  of  weeds  and  withered  grass,  which  had 
been  there  deposited  at  the  falling  of  the  flood. 
Indeed,  Alexis  scarce  looked  to  the  capabilities  the 
tree  afforded  for  giving  them  a  secure  retreat. 
There  was  no  alternative.  It  was  like  the  drowning 
man  catching  at  straws.  He  only  cast  a  look  behind 
him,  to  see  what  time  they  might  have  to  spare ; 
and  by  a  quick  glance  calculating  their  distance 
from  the  pursuers,  he  shouted  to  Ivan  to  follow 
him,  and  turned  obliquely  towards  the  tree. 

They  had  noticed  the  tree  when  first  starting  to 
run,  but  had  not  thought  of  it  as  a  place  of  retreat. 
Indeed,  they  had  thought  of  nothing  except  getting 
back  to  the  boat ;  and  it  was  only  now,  when  this 
had  proved  clearly  impossible,  that  they  determined 
on  taking  to  the  tree. 

As  they  faced  full  towards  it,  they  were  able  to 
note  the  chances  it  offered  for  their  safety.  They 
saw  that  they  were  not  so  bad ;  and,  encouraged 
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bj  hope,  thej  made  efforts  more  energetic  than 
ever — both  of  them  straining  every  nerve  and 
muscle  in  their  legs  and  bodies. 

The  effort  was  needed ;  but  fortunately  it  proved 
sufficient  to  save  them.  Just  sufficient:  for 
scarce  had  they  succeeded  in  getting  upon  the 
log,  and  drawing  their  limbs  up  after  them, 
when  the  infuriated  host  arrived  upon  the  ground, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  surrounded  them  on  all  sides. 
Lucky  it  was  that  the  log  was  a  large  one.  It 
was  the  dead-wood  of  a  gigantic  silk-cotton — the 
homhax  ceiha  of  the  tropical  forests ;  and  its  trunk, 
being  full  five  feet  in  diameter,  gave  them  that 
elevation  above  the  surface  of  the  sand. 

Notwithstanding  this,  they  saw  that  their 
safety  was  not  yet  quite  assured :  for  the  spiteful 
peccaries,  instead  of  desisting  in  their  attacks, 
commenced  leaping  up  against  the  log,  endeavour- 
ing to  reach  its  top,  and  there  assaQ  them. 
Now  and  then  one  more  active  than  the  rest 
actually  succeeded  in  getting  its  fore  feet  over  the 
ridge  of  the  dead-wood :  and,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  quick  use  which  our  hunters  made  of  tho 
butts  of  their  guns,  undoubtedly  they  would  "have 
b6en  reached.      Both    stood  with   their  barrels 
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grasped  firmlj — ^now  threatening  the  assailing  host, 
and  now  punching  in  the  head  such  of  them  as 
sprang  within  reach — the  peccaries  all  the  while 
uttering  their  angry  grunts,  and  chattering  their 
teeth,  as  if  a  hundred  strings  of  Christmas  crackers 
were  being  let  off  at  the  same  time ! 

In  this  way  the  conflict  was  carried  on — the 
hunters  bit  by  bit  working  themselves  along  the 
log  towards  the  top  branches,  which,  projecting 
higher,  appeared  to  offer  a  more  secure  place  of 
retreat.  But  at  intervals  as  they  advanced,  they 
were  compelled  to  make  halt,  and  deal  a  fresh 
shower  of  blows  to  their  assailants,  who  still  kept 
leaping  up  from  below. 

At  length  the  boys  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
projecting  limbs  of  the  tree ;  and  each  choosing 
one  strong  enough  to  carry  him,  they  scrambled  up 
towards  their  tops.  This  placed  them  in  a  position 
where  they  could  set  the  peccaries  at  defiance ;  for 
although  the  creatures  could  now  spring  up  on  the 
main  trunk — which  several  of  them  had  already 
done  —  the  more  slender  limbs  baffled  all  their 
efforts  at  climbing ;  and  such  of  them  as  attempted 
it  were  seen  to  roll  off  and  tumble  back  upon  the 
sand-bank. 
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The  hunters,  now  feeling  secure,  could  not  re- 
frain from  a  shout  of  joy,  which  was  answered 
by  a  cheer  from  the  periagua,  in  which  the  bari- 
tone of  Pouchskin  bore  a  conspicuous  part. 

Our  heroes  now  believing  themselves  in  for  a 
siege,  began  to  consider  the  best  means  of  raising 
it ;  when  all  at  once  a  spectacle  came  under  their 
eyes,  that  guided  their  thoughts  into  a  far  dif- 
ferent channel. 


CHAPTEE  XXXIII. 

BCTLLA     AND     CHAETBDIS. 

TnsiB  retreat  upward  upon  the  slanting  limbs 
of  the  tree  had  brought  a  large  band  of  their 
assailants  round  to  that  side;  and,  just  as  they 
raised  their  triumphant  cry,  they  saw  the  peccaries 
dancing  among  the  branches  that  lay  extended 
along  the  sand-bar.  Many  of  these  were  hidden 
by  the  flakes  of  hanging  grass  already  mentioned ; 
but  another  fearful  creature  chanced  to  have  been 
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Uddsn  ilMra  alio ;  vlio  now  dispbjed  Idnnnlf  m  all 
liii  ibiiiuig  majettj — not  onlj  to  the  eyes  of  tbe 
beeieged,  but  likewiae  to  those  of  the  beaiegeia. 
The  cregiture  was  a  qnadniped — one  of  fearful 
mieni  and  dimensionB  fiur  exceeding  that  of  the 
Lillipntian  peceariea.  It  waa  their  natoral  eoflmj 
^ihe  jaguar! 

Whether  it  waa  the  ahont  that  had  atartled  him, 
or  the  peocariea  had  trodden  him  out  of  hia  lair,  or 
bothy  certain  it  waa  that  be  now  sprang  suddenly 
out,  and  with  one  bound  launched  himself  upon 
tbe  log.  Por  a  moment  he  stood  cowering  on 
its  top,  turning  bis  eyes  first  upon  tbe  branches 
where  tbe  boys  bad  taken  refuge,  and  then  in 
the  opposite  direction,  towards  tbe  woods.  He 
seemed  irresolute  as  to  which  course  be  would  take ; 
and  this  irresolution,  so  long  as  it  lasted,  produced 
an  unpleasant  effect  upon  our  young  bimters. 
Should  tbe  jaguar  also  attack  them,  tbeir  destruc- 
tion might  be  accounted  as  certain ;  for  tbe  great 
cat  would  either  strike  them  down  from  tbeir  un« 
stable  perch,  or  claw  them  to  death  if  tbey  continued 
to  cling  to  it.  Of  course,  to  fall  down  among 
tbe  peccaries  would  be  death,  equally  certain  and 
terrible. 
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Bj  good  fortune,  however,  the  jaguar  at  the 
moment  of  showing  himself  was  eagerly  assailed 
by  the  wild  pigs ;  and  it  was  to  escape  from  their 
assault,  that  he  had  sprung  upward  to  the  log. 
Thither  the  peccaries  had  pursued  him,  and  were 
now  endeavouring  to  reach  the  top  of  the  dead- 
wood,  just  as  they  had  done  while  after  the  hunters. 
The  jaguar  no  longer  stood  silent  and  irreso- 
lute ;  but,  uttering  loud  screams,  he  commenced 
defending  himself  against  the  assailing  host,  strik- 
ing them  with  his  broad  ungulated  paws,  and 
flinging  one  after  another  back  to  the  ground, 
where  they  lay  kicking  in  the  throes  of  death. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  presence  of  mind  exhibited 
by  Alexis  that  brought  matters  to  a  climax,  and 
saved  the  lives  of  himself  and  his  brother.  His 
rifle  was  still  loaded — for  it  had  appeared  useless 
firing  into  the  midst  of  two  hundred  assailants. 
He  knew  he  could  kill  only  one  or  two  ;  and  this,  in- 
stead of  frightening  them  off,  would  but  render  the 
others  more  implacable  in  their  resentment.  Partly 
for  this  reason,  and  partly  that  he  had  all  along 
held  the  piece  "  clubbed "  in  his  hands,  he  had 
reserved  his  fire.  Now  was  the  time  to  deliver  it. 
The  jaguar  was  even  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 


peccaries — for  they  were  now  secore  from  tbe 
attacks  of  the  latter,  whereas  they  were  not  only 
within  reach  of  the  former,  bat  in  the  very  phwe 
to  nhicli  the  brute  might  &,D<sy  ceireatang.  To 
prevent  thia  contingency,  Alexis  resolTed  to  give 
the  jaguar  his  huUet. 

It  Vias  but  a  moment's  work  to  turn  the  gun 
in  his  hand  and  tnUe  aim.  The  crack  foUovrcd 
quickly;  and,  on  tho  instant,  tlie  huntera  had  the 
gratiScation  to  see  the  great  tawny  quadruped 
spring  out  from  the  log,  and  alight  upon  the 
sand — wlierej  in  a  second'e  time,  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  dark  drove,  that  from  all  sides  rushed 
screaming  towards  him. 

It  was  a  bit  of  good  fortune  that  the  bullet  of 
Alexia  had  only  wounded  the  jaguar,  instead  of 
killing  him  on  the  spot.  Had  he  been  shot  dead, 
the  peccaries  would  have  torn  his  beautiful  akin  to 
ribbons,  and  reduced  his  quivering  flesh  to  mince- 
meat, and  that  within  the  space  of  a  score  of 
seconds ;  but  luckily  it  chanced  that  the  jaguar 
was  only  wounded — had  only  received  a  broken 
leg;  and,  availing  himself  of  the  three  that  re- 
mained sound,  he  commenced  retreating  towards 
the  timber.    Thither  be  was  followed  by  his  thick- 
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skinned  assailants;  who,  transferring  their  spite 
to  this  new  enemy,  seemed  to  forget  all  about 
their  original  adversaries,  who  remained  quietly 
perched  upon  the  limbs  of  the  tree ! 

!For  some  time  nothing  could  be  seen  but  a  con- 
fused  crowd,  writhing  over  the  sand — a  dark  mass, 
in  the  midst  of  which  now  and  then  a  bright  yellow 
object  appeared  conspicuous,  and  was  then  for  a 
time  out  of  sight ;  and  thus,  like  a  rolling  wave, 
the  great  drove  went  surging  on,  amidst  grunting 
and  screaming,  and  growling,  and  chattering  of 
teeth,  till  it  swept  up  to  the  edge  of  the  under- 
wood, and  then  suddenly  disappeared  from  the  eyes 
of  the  spectators ! 

Whether  the  peccaries  eventually  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  jaguar,  or  whether  the  wounded 
tyrant  of  the  forest  escaped  from  their  terrible 
teeth,  could  never  be  told.  Our  young  hunters 
had  no  curiosity  to  follow  and  witness  the  denouc' 
ment  of  this  strange  encounter.  Neither  cared 
they  to  take  up  the  bodies  of  the  slain.  Ivan  was 
completely  cured  of  any  pencJiant  he  might  havo 
had  for  peccary  pork ;  and,  as  soon  as  their  late 
assailants  were  fairly  out  of  sight,  both  leaped 
down  from  the  limbs  of  the  tree,  and  made  all  haste 
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tmrarda  the  boat.  Tlis  they  reac1>ed  vithoot 
fnrtbcr  molestatioa ;  sod  the  eanoe-mm,  npidljr 
pljriog  their  poddies,  rood  ebot  the  craft  out  DpOQ 
tbo  boBom  of  the  broad  river — where  tbey  were  safe 
from  the  attack  either  of  wild  pigs  or  wild  cats. 

It  vtas  likely  the  jnguar  betook  himself  to  a  tree 
— hia  usual  mode  of  escape  when  surrounded  by 
ft  herd  of  infuriated  peccaries — and,  as  a  proof  that 
he  bod  done  bo,  oar  travellers  could  bear  tbo  wild 
hogs  still  uttering  their  fierce  grunts  long  after 
tbo  boat  had  rounded  the  sand  -  spit,  and  was 
passing  up  the  bend  of  the  river. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

THE      OLD      MISSIOirS. 

Passing-  many  scenes  of  interest,  and  meeting  with 
several  other .  strange  incidents,  our  travellers  at 
length  arrived  at  Archidona — a  small  town  at  the 
head  of  boat  navigation  npon  the  Napo,  and  the 
usual  port  of  embarcation  for  persons  proceeding 
from  the  country  around  Quito  to  the  regions 
upon  the  Amazon.  Up  to  this  place  they  had 
been  joumeyiog  through  a  complete  wilderness — 
the  only  exceptions  being  some  missionary  sta- 
tions, in  each  of  which  a  monkish  priest  holds  a 
sort  of  control  over  two  or  three  hundred  half- 
christianized  Indians.  It  would  be  absurd  to  caU 
these  missions  civilized  settlements :  since  they  are 
in  no  degree  more  advanced,  either  in  civilization 
or  prosperity,  than  the  maloccas,  or  villages  of  the 
wild  Indians — the  "infidels,"  as  it  pleases  the  monks 
to  call  those  tribes  who  have  not  submitted  to 
their    puerile    teachings.       Whatever  differencft 

2  B 


I 


£41  -BBUTS. 

exists  between  the  two  kinds  of  Indians,  ia  decidedly 
in  farour  of  the  unconverted  tribes,  wlio  display  nt 
leoBt  the  virtues  of  valour  and  a  love  of  liberty, 
while  the  poor  neophytes  of  the  missions  have 
Buffered  a  positive  debasement,  by  their  conversion 
to  this  so-cnlled  "  Christian  religion."  All  these 
monkish  settlements — nut  only  on  the  Sapo,  but 
on  the  other  tributaries  of  the  Amazon — were  at 
one  time  in  a  state  of  considerabb  prosperity. 
The  missionary  pndrea,  backed  by  a  little  soldier 
help  from  tlie  Spanish  Government,  were  more  able 
to  control  their  Indian  converts,  and  compel  them 
to  work — so  that  a  certain  amount  of  prosperity 
vas  visible  in  the  misBion  settlements,  and  some  of 
them  bad  even  attained  to  a  degree  of  wealth.  This, 
however,  was  but  an  apparent  civilization ;  and 
its  benefits  only  extended  to  the  monks  themselves. 
The  Indian  neophytes  were  in  no  way  bettered  by 
.  the  wealth  they  created.  Their  condition  was  one 
of  pure  slavery — the  monks  being  their  masters, 
and  very  often  hard  taskmasters  they  proved 
themselves — livingin  fine  conventual  style  upon  the 
sweat  and  labonr  of  their  brown-skinned  converts. 
The  only  return  made  by  them  to  the  Indians  waa 
to  teach  the  latter  those  trades,  by  the  practice  of 


THE   OLD  MISSIONS.  245 

whicli  they  themselves  might  be  benefited,  and  that 
■was  their  sole  motive  for  civilizing  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  cultivate 
their  intellectual  nature,  they  strove  in  every  way 
to  restrain  it — inculcating  those  doctrines  of  duty 
and  obedience,  so  popular  among  the  priests  and 
princes  of  the  world.  They  taught  them  a  reli- 
gion of  the  lips,  and  not  of  the  heart — a  religion 
of  mere  idle  ceremonies,  of  the  most  showy  kind ; 
and  above  all  a  religion,  whose  every  observance 
required  to  be  paid  for  by  toll  and  tithe.  In 
this  manner  they  continued  to  filch  from  the  poor 
aboriginal  every  hour  of  his  work — and  keep  him 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  abject  slave.  Ko 
wonder,  that  when  the  Spanish  power  declined, 
and  the  soldier  could  no  longer  be  spared  to 
secure  the  authority  of  the  priest — ^no  wonder  that 
the  "whole  system  gave  way,  and  the  missions  of 
Spanish  America— from  California  to  the  Patago- 
nian  plains — sank  into  decay.  Hundreds  of  these- 
establishments  have  been  altogether  abandoned — 
their  pseudo  converts  having  returned  once  more 
to  the  savage  state — and  the  ruins  of  convents  and 
churches  alone  remain  to  attest  that  they  ever 
existed.    Those  still  in  existence  exhibit  the  inet^ 
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g^nmti  of  thdr  former  prosperity,  and  are  only 
kept  tc^tber  by  the  exertions  of  the  monks  tbem- 
selraH-baoked  by  a  slight  thread  of  authority,  whidt 
they  derive  &om  the  superstitions  they  have  been 
aUetoincakate.  In  £usk,  in  the  nussions  now  exist- 
lOg^  the  moaka  have  no  other  power  than  that  which 
they  vield  Aroogh  the  terrors  of  the  Church ;  and 
m  SMst  easesi  tiiese  poAret  constitute  a  sort  of 
hierazeh  difeftainfly,  which  has  sappknted  the  old 
systmn  of  the  curfioa»,<Kt  caeiqaeB. 

At  one  period  the  missions  of  the  Napo  were 
both  numerous  and  powerfbL  That  was  while 
they  were  under  the  superintendence  of  those 
active  apostles,  the  Jesuit  fathers ;  but  most  of 
their  settlements  hare  long  ago  disappeared ;  and 
now  only  a  few  sparse  stations  exist  along  the 
borders  of  the  great  Montana. 

In  ascending  the  Kapo,  our  travellers  had  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  some  of  these  old  mis- 
sionary establishments;  and  observing  the  odd 
rigmarole  of  superstitions  there  practised  under  the 
guise,  and  in  the  name  of  religion— a  queer  com- 
mingling of  pagan  rites  with  Christian  ceremonies — 
not  unlike  those  Budhistic  forms  from  which  these 
same  ceremonies  have  been  borrowed. 
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One  advantage  our  travellers  derived  from  the 
existence  of  these  stations :  they  were  enabled  to 
obtain  from  them  the  provisions  required  upon 
their  long  riverine  voyage ;  and  without  this  assist- 
ance they  would  have  found  it  much  more  difficult 
to  accomplish  such  a  journey. 

Beyond  Archidona  the  rest  of  the  journey  to 
Quito  would  have  to  be  performed  on  horseback,  or 
rather  muleback ;  but  they  were  not  going  direct  to 
Quito.  Between  them  and  the  old  Peruvian  capital 
lay  the  eastern  cordillera  of  the  Andes,  and  it  was 
along  its  declivities,  and  in  the  valleys  between  its 
transverse  spurs,  facing  the  Montana,  they  would 
have  to  search  for  the  haunts  of  the  bear. 

On  the  Napo  itself,  still  higher  up  than  Archi- 
dona— where  the  stream,  fed  by  the  snows  of  the 
grand  volcano  of  Cotopaxi,  issues  from  the  spurs  of 
the  Andes — there  were  they  most  likely  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  their  expedition,  and  thither 
determined  they  to  go. 

Having  procured  mules  and  a  guide,  they  pro- 
ceeded onward ;  and  after  a  journey  of  three  days— 
in  which,  from  the  difficulty  of  the  roads,  they  had 
travelled  less  than  fifty  miles — they  found  them- 
selves among  the  foot  hills  of  the  Andes — the 
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gumt  Cotoptxi  with  liis  mowy  cone  towermg 
ttnpendons  Mbaro  their  heads. 

Hefefhejr  were  in  the  proper  range  ofthebeara^- 
a  part  of  tiie  coimtiy  ftmooa  for  the  great  nombera 
of  flieae  animala — and  it  onlj  remained  for  them  to 
fix  their  head-qnarteia  in  some  village,  and  make 
ommgemeoti  for  proeecnting  the  chase. 

The  little  town  of  Napo,  called  after  the  nver, 
and  iitnatediM  it  is  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  wilder- 
nes0|  offinied  all  the  advantages  they  required ;  and, 
ohooinng  it  as  their  temporary  residence,  they  were 
soon  engaged  in  searching  for  the  black  bear  of  the 
Cordilleras. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXV- 

EATIKG    A    KEGBO'S    HEAD. 

AccoBDiNG  to  their  usual  practice,  they  had  hired 
one  of  the  native  hunters  of  the  district  to  act  as  a 
guide,  and  assist  them  in  finding  the  haunts  of 
Bruin.  In  Napo  they  were  fortunate  in  meeting 
with  the  very  man  in  the  person  of  a  mestizo,  or 
half-blood  Indian,  who  followed  hunting  for  his 
sole  calling.  He  was  what  is  termed  a  "  tigrero," 
or  tiger  hunter — which  title  he  derived  from  the 
fact  that  the  jaguar  was  the  principal  object  of  his 
pursuit.  Among  all  Spanish  Americans — Mexicans 
included — the  beautiful  spotted  jaguar  is  erro- 
neously termed  ii(/re  (tiger),  as  the  puma  or 
couguar  is  called  leon  (lion).  A  hunter  of  the 
jaguar  is  therefore  denominated  a  "  tiger-hunter," 
or  tigrero. 

There  are  no  puma  or  lion-hunters  by  profession 
— as  there  is  nothing  about  this  brute  to  make  it 
worth  while — ^but  hunting  the  jaguar  is,  in  many 
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parts  of  Spanish  America,  a  specific  calling ;  and 
men  make  their  living  solely  by  following  this 
occupation.  One  inducement  is  to  obtain  the  skin, 
which,  in  common  with  those  of  the  great  spotted 
cats  of  the  Old  World,  is  an  article  of  commerce,  and 
from  its  superior  beauty  commands  a  good  price. 
But  the  tigrero  could  scarce  make  out  to  live  upon 
the  sale  of  the  skins  alone ;  for  although  a  London 
furrier  wiU  charge  from  two  to  three  guineas  for  a 
jaguar's  robe,  the  poor  hunter  in  his  remote  wilder- 
ness  market  can  obtain  little  more  than  a  tenth 
part  of  this  price — notwithstanding  that  he  has  to 
risk  his  life,  before  he  can  strip  the  fair  mantle 
from  the  shoulders  of  its  original  wearer. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  jaguar-hunting 
would  not  pay,  if  there  was  only  the  pelt  to  de- 
pend upon;  but  the  tigrero  looks  to  another  source 
of  profit — the  hounty. 

In  the  hotter  regions  of  Spanish  America, — the 
Brazils  as  well — there  are  many  settlements  to 
which  the  jaguar  is  not  only  a  pest,  but  a  terror. 
Cattle  in  hundreds  are  destroyed  by  these  great 
predatory  animals;  even  full-grown  horses  are 
killed  and  dragged  away  by  them !  But  is  this  all  ? 
Are  the  people  themselves  left  unmolested  ?    No. 
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On  the  contrary,  great  numbers  of  human  beings 
every  year  fall  victims  to  the  rapacity  of  the  jaguars. 
Settlements  attempted  on  the  edge  of  the  great 
Montana — in  the  very  country  where  our  young 
hunters  had  now  arrived — have,  after  a  time,  been 
abandoned  from  this  cause  alone.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact,  that  where  a  settlement  has  ^een 
formed,  the  jaguars  soon  become  more  plentiful 
in  that  neighbourhood :  the  increased  facility  of 
obtaining  food — by  preying  on  the  cattle  of  the 
settlers,  or  upon  the  owners  themselves — account- 
ing for  this  augmentation  in  their  numbers.  It 
is  precisely  the  same  with  the  royal  tiger  of  India, 
as  is  instanced  in  the  history  of  the  modern  settle- 
ment of  Singapore. 

To  prevent  the  increase  of  the  jaguars  then,  a 
bounty  is  offered  for  their  destruction.  This 
bounty  is  sometimes  the  gift  of  the  government  of 
the  country,  and  sometimes  of  the  municipal  autho- 
rities of  the  district.  Not  unfrequently  private  indi- 
viduals, who  own  large  herds  of  cattle,  give  a 
bounty  out  of  their  private  purses  for  every  jaguar 
killed  within  the  limits  of  their  estates.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  the  wealthy  pro- 
prietor of  a  cattle-estate  {hacienda  de  ganadod)  to 
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maintain  one  or  more  "  tigreros  "  in  his  sendee — 
just  as  gamekeepers  are  kept  by  European  grandees 
— whose  sole  business  consists  in  hunting  and 
destroying  the  jaguar.  These  men  are  sometimes 
pure  Indians,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  thej  are  of 
the  mixed,  or  mestizo  race.  It  need  hardlj  be  said 
that 'they  are  hunters  of  the  greatest  courage. 
They  require  to  be  so :  since  an  encounter  with  a 
full-grown  jaguar  is  but  little  less  dangerous  than 
with  his  striped  congener  of  the  Indian  jungles. 
In  these  conflicts,  the  tigreros  often  receive  severe 
wounds  from  the  teeth  and  claws  of  their  terrible 
adversary ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  the  hunter  him- 
self  becomes  the  victim. 

Tou  may  wonder  that  men  are  found  to  follow 
such  a  perilous  calling,  and  with  such  slight  induce- 
ment— for  even  the  bounty  is  only  a  trifle  of  a 
dollar  or  two — diffbring  in  amount  in  different 
districts,  and  according  to  the  liberality  of  the 
bestower.  But  it  is  in  this  matter  as  with  all 
others  of  a  like  kind — where  the  very  danger  itself 
seems  to  be  the  lure. 

The  tigrero  usually  depends  upon  fire-arms  for 
de6|roj]iig  his  noble  game;   but  where  his  shot 

py  to  come  to  close  quarters, 
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he  will  even  attack  the  jaguar  with  his  machete — a 
species  of  half-knife  half-sword,  to  be  found  in 
every  Spanish-Aroerican  cottage  from  California  to 
Chili. 

Very  often  the  jaguar  is  hunted  without  the 
gun.  The  tigrero,  in  this  case,  arms  himself  with 
a  short  spear,  the  shaft  of  which  is  made  of  a  strong 
hard  wood,  either  a  guaiacum^  or  a  piece  of  the  split 
trunk  of  one  of  the  hardwood  palms. 

The  point  of  this  spear  is  frequently  without 
iron — ^onfy  sharpened  and  hardened  by  being  held 
in  the  fire — and  with  this  in  his  left  hand,  and  his 
short  sword  in  the  right,  the  hunter  advances  with 
confidence  upon  his  formidable  adversary.  This 
confidence  has  been  fortified  by  a  contrivance 
which  he  has  had  the  precaution  to  adopt — that  is, 
of  enveloping  his  left  arm  in  the  ample  folds  of 
his  blanket — serape,  roana,  or  poncTio,  according  to 
the  country  to  which  he  belongs — and  using  this 
as  a  shield. 

The  left  arm  is  held  well  forward,  so  that  the 
woollen  mass  may  cover  his  body  against  the  bound 
of  the  animal,  and  thus  is  the  attack  received.  The 
jaguar,  like  all  feline  quadrupeds,  springs  directly 
forward  upon  his  prey.  The  tigrero  prepared  for  this, 
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don't  mean  to  say  that  he  makes  food  of  the  heads 
of  tlie  poor  negroes  ?  " 

"  Oh  no ! "  replied  the  tigrero,  smiling  in  his 
turn ;  "  it  is  not  that." 

"  "What  then  ? "  impatiently  inquired  Ivan. 
"  I've  heard  of  negro-head  tobacco.  He's  not  a 
tobacco  chewer,  is  he  ?  " 

"  Carramho!  no,  senorito,"  replied  the  tiger 
hunter,  now  laughing  outright;  "that's  not  the 
sort  of  food  the  fellow  is  fond  of.  You'll  see  it 
presently.  By  good  luck,  it's  just  in  season  now — 
just  as  the  bears  fancy  it — or  else  we  needn't  look 
to  start  them  here.  We  should  have  to  go  further 
up  the  mountains :  where  they  are  more  difficult 
both  to  find  and  follow.  But  no  doubt  we'll  soon 
stir  one  up,  when  we  get  among  the  cdbezas  del 
negro.  The  nuts  are  just  now  full  of  their  sweet 
milky  paste,  of  which  the  bears  are  so  fond,  and 
about  a  mile  from  here  there  are  whole  acres  of 
the  trees.    I  warrant  we  find  a  bear  among  them." 

Though  still  puzzled  with  this  half-explanation, 
our  young  hunters  followed  the  guide — confident 
tliat  they  would  soon  come  in  sight  of  the  "  negro's 
head." 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

THE  TAOITA  TEEE. 

Aeteb  going  about  a  mile  farther,  as  their  guide 
had  forewarned  them,  they  came  within  sight  of  a 
level  valley,  or  rather  a  plain,  covered  with  a 
singular  vegetation.  It  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
a  forest  of  palms — ^the  trunks  of  which  had  sunk 
down  into  the  earth,  and  left  only  the  heads,  with 
their  great  radiating  fronds  above  the  ground! 
Some  of  them  stood  a  foot  or  two  above  the 
surface ;  but  most  appeared  as  if  their  stems  had 
been  completely  buried !  They  were  growing  all 
the  same,  however ;  and,  at  the  bottom  of  each 
great  bunch  of  pinnate  leaves,  could  be  seen  a 
number  of  large,  roundish  objects — which  were 
evidently  the  fruits  of  the  plant. 

There  was  no  mystery  about  the  stems  being 
buried  underground.  There  were  no  stems,  and 
never  had  been  any — except  those  that  were  seen 
rising  a  yard  or  so  above  the  surface.    I^either 
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there  any  longer  a  mystery  about  the ''negro's 
head;*'  £ir  the  rounded  fruit,  with  its  wrinkled 
eoriaoeona  pericarp— suggestbg  a  resemblance  to 
the  little  curly  knots  of  wool  on  the  head  of  an 
Afiican^-was.  endently  the  object  to  which  the 
tigrero  had  applied  the  ambiguous  appellation. 

What  our  hunters  saw  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  gxoYe  of  Sbgua  trees — ^better  known  as 
tiie  **  vegetable  ijory** 

This  ringnlar  tree  was  for  a  long  time  regarded 
as  a  plant  of  the  Ojfoas  family;  and  by  some 
botanists  it  has  been  classed  among  the  Fcmda* 
naeecs,  or  screw-pines.  Growing,  as  its  leaves  do, 
almost  out  of  the  earth,  or  with  only  a  short 
trunk,  it  bears  a  very  marked  resemblance  to  the 
cycads ;  but  for  all  this,  it  is  a  true  palm.  Its  not 
having  a  tall  trunk  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  a  palm,  since  many  other  species  of  palmacece 
are  equally  destitute  of  a  visible  stem.  It  is  now, 
however,  acknowledged  by  the  most  expert  bota- 
nists, that  the  "  Tagua  " — or  "  Cabeza  del  Negro," 
as  the  Peruvians  style  it— is  a  palm ;  and  it  has 
been  honoured  as  the  representative  of  a  genus 
{FhyfeUphati),  of  which  there  are  but  two  species 
known— the  great  fruited  and  little  fruited  (ma- 
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crocarpa  and  microcarpa).  Both  are  natives  of  the 
hot  valleys  of  the  Andes,  and  differ  very  little 
from  each  other;  but  it  is  the  species  with  the 
larger  fruit  that  is  distinguished  by  the  figurative 
title  of  "negro's  head." 

The  Peruvian  Indians  use  the  pinnate  fronds  of 
both  species  for  thatching  their  huts ;  but  it  is  the 
nuts  of  the  larger  one  that  have  given  its  great 
celebrity  to  the  tree.  These  are  of  an  oblong  tri- 
angular shape ;  and  a  great  number  of  them  are 
enclosed  in  the  pericarp,  already  described.  "When 
young,  they  are  filled  with  a  watery  liquid  that 
has  no  particular  taste ;  though  regarded  by  the 
Indians  as  a  most  refreshing  beverage.  A  little 
older,  this  crystal-like  fluid  turns  of  a  milky  colour 
and  consistence ;  and  still  later  it  becomes  a  white 
paste.  "When  fully  ripe,  it  congeals  to  the  white- 
ness and  hardness  of  ivory  itself;  and,  if  kept  out 
of  water,  is  even  more  beautiful  in  texture  than 
the  tusks  of  the  elephant.  It  has  been  employed 
by  the  Indians  from  time  immemorial  in  the  con- 
struction of  buttons^  heads  for  their  pipes,  and 
many  other  purposes.  Of  late  years  it  has  found 
its  way  into  the  hands  of  civilized  artisans ;  and, 
since  it  can  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  ratOi  and 
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is  quite  equal  to  the  real  ivory  for  man j  oaefol  and 
ornamental  articles,  it  has  become  an  important 
item  of  commerce. 

But  however  much  the  vegetable  ivorj  maj  be 
esteemed  by  the  Indians,  or  by  bipeds  of  any 
kind,  there  is  one  quadruped  who  thinks  quite  as 
much  of  it  as  they,  and  that  is  the  black  bear  of 
the  Andes  (ursus  frugilegus).  It  is  not,  however, 
when  it  has  reached  the  condition  of  ivory  that 
Bruin  cares  for  it.  Then  the  nut  would  be  too 
hard,  even  for  his  powerful  jaws  to  crack.  It  is 
when  it  is  in  the  milky  state — or  rather  after  it  has 
become  coagulated  to  a  paste — that  he  relishes  it ; 
and  with  so  much  avidity  does  he  devour  the 
sweet  pulp,  that  at  this  season  he  is  easily  dis- 
covered in  the  midst  of  his  depredations,  and  will 
scarce  move  away  from  his  meal  even  upon  the 
appearance  of  the  hunter !  While  engaged  in 
devouring  his  favourite  negro  head,  he  appears 
indifferent  to  any  danger  that  may  threaten  him. 

Of  this  our  hunters  had  proof,  and  very  shortly 
after  entering  among  the  tagua  trees.  As  the 
tigrero  had  predicted,  they  soon  came  upon  the 
'^  sign"  of  a  bear,  and  almost  in  the  same  instant 
discovered  Bruin  himself  browsing  upon  the  fruit. 
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The  young  hunters,  and  Pouchskin  too,  were 
about  getting  ready  to  fire  upon  him;  when,  to 
their  surprise,  they  saw  the  tigrero,  who  was 
mounted  on  a  prancing  little  horse,  spur  out  in 
front  of  them,  and  gallop  towards  the  bear.  They 
knew  that  the  killing  of  the  animal  should  have 
been  left  to  them ;  but,  as  they  had  given  their 
guide  no  notice  of  this,  they  said  nothing,  but 
looked  on — leaving  the  tigrero  to  manage  matters 
after  his  own  way. 

It  was  evident  that  he  intended  to  attack  the 
bear,  and  in  a  peculiar  fashion.  They  knew  this  by 
seeing  that  he  carried  a  coil  of  raw-hide  rope  over 
his  arm,  on  one  end  of  which  there  was  a  ring  and 
loop.  They  knew,  moreover,  that  this  was  a  cele- 
brated weapon  of  the  South  Americans — the  lazo^ 
in  short ;  bu€  never  having  witnessed  an  exhibition 
of  its  use,  they  were  curious  to  do  so ;  and  this 
also  influenced  them  to  keep  their  places. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  horseman  had  galloped 
within  some  twenty  paces  of  the  bear.  The  latter 
took  the  alarm,  and  commenced  trotting  off;  but 
with  a  sullen  reluctance,  which  showed  that  he  had 
no  great  disposition  to  shun  the  encounter. 

The    ground  was   tolerably  clear,  the  taguaa- 
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standiog  far  apart,  and  many  of  tliem  not  rising 
higher  than  the  hear's  back.  This  gave  the  spec- 
tators an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  chase. 

It  was  not  a  long  one.  The  bear  perceiving 
that  the  horseman  was  gaining  upon  him,  turned 
suddenly  in  his  tracks,  and,  with  an  angry  growl, 
rose  erect  upon  his  hind-legs,  and  stood  facing  his 
pursuer  in  an  attitude  of  defiance.  As  the  horse- 
man drew  near,  however,  he  appeared  to  become 
cowed,  and  once  more  turning  tail,  shambled  off 
through  the  bushes.  This  time  he  only  ran  a  few 
lengths :  for  the  shouts  of  the  hunter  provoking 
him  to  a  fresh  fit  of  fury,  caused  him  to  halt  again, 
and  raise  himself  erect  as  before. 

This  was  just  the  opportunity  of  which  the 
hunter  was  in  expectation;  and  before  the  bear 
could  lower  himself  on  all-fours — to  charge  forward 
upon  the  horse,  the  long  rope  went  spinning  through 
the  air,  and  its  noose  was  seen  settling  over  the 
shoulders  of  the  bear.  The  huge  quadruped,  puz- 
zled by  this  mode  of  attack,  endeavoured  to  seize 
hold  of  the  rope;  but  so  thin  was  the  raw-hide 
thong,  that  he  could  not  clutch  it  with  his  great  un- 
wieldy paws ;  and  by  his  efibrts  he  only  drew  tho 
noose  tighter  around  his  neck. 
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Meanwhile,  the  hunter,  on  projecting  the  lazo, 
had  wheeled,  with  the  quickness  of  thought ;  and, 
driviug  his  sharp  spurs  into  the  ribs  of  his  horse, 
caused  the  latter  to  gallop  in  the  opposite  direction. 
One  might  have  supposed  that  he  had  taken  fright 
at  the  bear,  and  was  endeavouring  to  get  out  of 
the  way.  Not  so.  His  object  was  very  different. 
The  lazo  still  formed  a  link  of  connection  between 
the  hunter  and  his  game.  One  end  of  it  was  fast  to 
a  staple  firmly  imbedded  in  the  wood  of  the  saddle- 
tree, while  the  other,  as  we  have  seen,  was  noosed 
around  the  bear.  As  the  horse  stretched  off,  the 
rope  was  seen  to  tighten  with  a  sudden  jerk ;  and 
Bruin  was  not  only  floored  from  his  erect  atti- 
tude, but  plucked  clear  off  his  feet,  and  laid 
sprawling  along  the  earth.  In  that  position  he 
was  not  permitted  to  remain:  for  the  horse 
continuing  his  gallop,  he  was  dragged  along  the 
ground  at  the  end  of  the  lazo — his  huge  body  now 
bounding  several  feet  from  the  earth,  and  now 
breaking  through  the  bushes  with  a  crackling, 
crashing  noise,  such  as  he  had  himself  never  made 
in  his  most  impetuous  charges. 

In  this  way  went  horse  and  bear  for  half  a 
mile  over  the  plain ;  the  spectators  following  after 
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to  witness  the  ending  of  the  affiiir.  Aboat 
thAt  there  was  nothing  particular;  for  when  the 
tigrero  at  length  halted,  and  the  party  got  up 
to  the  ground,  they  saw  onlj  an  immobile  mus 
of  shaggy  hair — so  coated  with  dust  as  to  re- 
semble a  heap  of  earth.  It  was  the  bear  without 
a  particle  of  breath  in  his  body ;  but,  lest  he  might 
recover  it  again,  the  tigroro  leaped  from  his  horsey 
stepped  up  to  the  prostrate  bear,  and  buried  his 
machete  between  the  ribs  of  the  unconsdous 
animal. 

That,  he  said,  was  the  way  they  captured  beam 
in  his  part  of  the  country.  They  did  not  employ 
the  same  plan  with  the  jaguars:  because  these 
animals,  crouching,  as  they  do,  oflfered  no  oppor- 
tunity for  casting  the  noose  over  them;  and,  besides, 
the  jaguars  haunt  only  among  thick  woods,  where 
the  lazo  could  not  be  used  to  advantage. 

Of  course,  the  skin  of  this  particular  bear  was 
not  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  one  was  re- 
quired ;  and  the  tigrero  kept  it  for  his  own  profit. 
But  that  did  not  signify:  another  bear  was  soon 
discovered  among  the  tagua  trees ;  and  this  being 
despatched  by  a  shot  from  the  rifle  of  Alexis, — 
supplemented,  perhaps,  by  a  bullet  from  the  fusil 
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of  the  ex-guardsman, — supplied  tbem  witb  a  skin 
according  to  contract ;  and  so  far  as  the  ursusfru- 
gilegus  was  concerned,  their  bear-hunting  in  that 
neighbourhood  was  at  an  end.  To  find  his  cousin 
with  the  "  goggle  eyes,"  they  would  have  to  journey 
onward  and  upward ;  and  adopting  for  their  motto 
the  spirit-stirring  symbol  "  Excelsior ! "  they  pro- 
ceeded to  climb  the  stupendous  Cordilleras  of  the 
Andes. 

In  one  of  tha  higher  valleys,  known  among  Peru- 
vians as  the  "  Sierra,"  they  obtained  a  specimen  of 
the  "  Hucumari."  They  chanced  upon  this  crea- 
ture while  he  was  engaged  in  plundering  a  field  of 
Indian  corn — quite  close  to  a  "  tambo,"  or  travel- 
ler's shed,  where  they  had  put  up  for  the  night. 
It  was  very  early  in  the  morning  when  the  corn- 
stealer  was  discovered ;  but  being  caught  in  the 
act,  and  his  whole  attention  taken  up  with  the 
sweet  milky  ears  of  maize,  his  "  spectacled  "  eyes 
did  not  avail  him.  Our  hunters,  approaching  with 
due  caution,  were  able  to  get  so  near,  that  the  first 
shot  tumbled  him  over  among  the  stalks. 

Having  secured  his  skin,  they  mounted  their 
mules,  and  by  the  great  Cordillera  road  proceeded 
onward  to  the  ancient  capital  of  northern  Peru. 
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Attsb  resting  some  days  in  the  old  capital  of 
QuitOy  OUT  traTellera  proceeded  to  the  small  port 
of  Barbacoas,  on  the  west  coast  of  Equador;  and 
thence  took  passage  for  Panama.  Grossing  the 
famous  isthmus  to  Porto  Bello,  they  shipped  again 
for  New  Orleans,  on  the  Mississippi.  Of  course, 
their  next  aim  was  to  procure  the  North  American 
bears — including  the  Polar,  which  is  equally  an 
inhabitant  of  northern  Asia,  but  which,  by  the  con- 
ditions of  their  route,  would  be  more  conveniently 
reached  on  the  continent  of  North  America.  Alexis 
knew  that  the  black  bear  (ursus  americanus)  might 
be  met  with  anywhere  on  that  continent  from  the 
shores  of  Hudson*s  Bay  to  the  isthmus  of  Panama, 
and  from  the  seaboard  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  No  other  has  so  wide  a  range 
as  this  species-— with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the 
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brown  bear  of  Europe — which,  as  we  have  said,  is 
also  an  Asiatic  animal.  Throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  country  above  defined,  the  black  bear 
may  be  encountered,  not  specially  confining  himself 
to  mountain-ranges.  True,  in  the  more  settled 
districts  he  has  been  driven  to  these — as  affording 
him  a  refuge  from  the  hunter ;  but  in  his  normal 
condition  he  is  by  no  means  a  mountain-dwelling 
animal.  On  the  contrary,  he  affects  equally  the 
low-wooded  bottoms  of  ravines,  and  is  as  much  at 
home  in  a  climate  of  tropical  or  sub-tropical  cha- 
racter, as  in  the  cold  forests  of  the  Canadas. 

Mr.  Spencer  Baird — the  naturalist  intrusted  by 
the  American  Government  to  describe  the  fauna 
of  their  territory,  and  furnished  for  his  text  with 
one  of  the  most  splendid  collections  ever  made — ^in 
speaking  of  the  genus  ursus^  makes  the  following 
remarks : — 

"  The  species  of  bears  are  not  numerous,  nor  are 
they  to  be  found  except  in  the  temperate  regions  of 
the  northern  hemisphere.  North  America  possesses 
more  species  than  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
having  at  least  four,  and  perhaps  five." 

"With  the  exception  of  the  very  idle  assertion 
that  ''the  species  of  bears  are  not  numerous," 
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erery  idea  put  forth  in  tbe  aboTe  cat^oflea} 
declaration  is  the  very  reverse  of  what  is  true. 

Is  the  polar  bear  found  only  in  the  tempa^ate 
regions  of  the  northern  hemisphere  ?  Is  the 
urius  aretoa  of  Europe  confined  to  these  limitsf 
Are  the  bears  of  South  America? — ^the  sloth  bear 
of  India  and  Ceylon  ? — the  bruang  of  Borneo  P-^ 
and  his  near  congener,  the  bruang  of  Java  ani 
Sumatra  P  Why,  these  last  are  actually  dwell^s 
among  palm-trees — as  the  cocoa-planters  know  to 
their  cost  I  Even  Mr.  Baird's  own  American  Uaek 
bear  is  not  so  *^  temperate  "  in  his  habits ;  but  loves 
the  half-tropical  climate  of  Florida  and  Texas  quite 
as  much  as  the  cold  declivities  of  the  Alleghanies. 

And  how  does  North  America  possess  more 
species  than  aoy  other  part  of  the  world  ?  Even 
admitting  the  doubtful  fifth,  on  the  continent  of 
Asia  there  are  six  species  at  the  very  least ;  and, 
if  we  are  allowed  to  include  the  Oriental  islands, 
we  make  eight  Asiatic.  There  are  three  species 
in  the  Himalaya  mountains  alone — imquestionably 
distinct,  dwelling  in  separate  zones  of  altitude,  but 
with  the  territory  of  all  three  visible  at  a  single 
coup  d*aiil, 

Mr.  Baird  is  a  naturalist  of  great  celebrity  in 
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America.  He  is  a  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution:  he  should  make  better  use  of  the 
books  which  its  fine  library  can  afford  him. 

The  United  States'  Government  is  extremely 
unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  its  scientific  em- 
ployes — more  especially  in  the  departments  of 
natural  history.  Perhaps  the  most  liberal  appro- 
priation ever  made  for  ethnological  purposes — that 
for  collecting  a  complete  account  of  the  North 
American  Indians — has  been  spent  without  pur- 
pose, the  "job  "  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
"placeman,"  or  "old  hunker,"  as  the  Americans 
term  it — a  man  neither  learned  nor  intellectual. 
"With  the  exception  of  the  statistics  furnished  by 
Indian  agents,  the  voluminous  work  of  School- 
craft is  absolutely  worthless;  and  students  of 
ethnology  cannot  contemplate  such  a  misappro- 
priation without  feelings  of  regret. 

Fortunately,  the  American  aboriginal  had 
already  found  a  true  portrayer  and  historian. 
Private  enterprise,  as  is  not  unfrequently  the 
case,  has  outstripped  Government  patronage  in 
the  performance  of  its  task.  In  the  unpretend- 
ing volumes  of  George  Catlin  we  find  the  most 
complete  ethnological  monograph  ever  given  to 
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the  wcM;  ttit  JQflt  ftr  tiMt  wan,  Csym,  nofc 
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SjDowiogthenDigecf  the  UadL  bear  to  be  flnn 
gmdlj  extended,  our  yoniig  hmxteEs  bad  m  dioiee 
of  plaeei  in  which  to  look  for  one;  bnt^  as  thoe  is 
no  place  wheie  these  animaia  aie  moie  commoa 
than  in  Loniiiana  itaelf,  ihej  oandnded  thatrthej 
coold  not  do  better  than  theie  ehooae  their 
hpfft»iTg  gronnd.  In  the  great  fineate^  which  atill 
corer  a  large  portion  of  Tioniaiana,  and  eapedally 
npon  the  banks  of  the  aLoggiah  hmfouM,  where  the 
marsbj  soil  and  the  huge  cypress  trees,  festooned 
with  Spanish  moss,  bid  defiance  to  all  attempts  at 
caltivation,  the  black  bear  still  roams  at  will. 
There  he  is  found  in  sufficient  numbers  to  ensure 
the  procuring  of  a  specimen  without  much  diffi- 
culty. 

The  hunters  of  these  parts  have  various  modes 
of  capturing  him.  The  log-trap  is  a  common 
plan ;  but  the  planters  enjoy  the  sport  of  running 
him  down  with  dogs ;  or  rather  should  it  be  termed 
running  him  np ;  since  the  chase  usually  ends  by 
Bnun  taking  to  a  tree,  and  thus  unconsciously 
fajnadf  within  reach  of  the  unerring  rifle. 
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It  was  by  this  means  that  our  young  hunters 
determined  to  try  their  luck;  and  they  had  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  necessary  adjuncts  to 
ensure  success.  The  great  Czar,  powerful  every- 
where, was  not  without  his  agent  at  New  Orleans. 
Erom  him  a  letter  of  introduction  was  obtained  to 
a  planter  living  on  one  of  the  interior  hayous;  and 
our  heroes,  having  repaired  thither,  were  at  once 
set  in  train  for  the  sport — the  planter  placing  him- 
self, his  house,  his  hounds,  and  his  horses  at  their 
disposal. 
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Os  their  arriraly  the  hospitable  planter  sent  to 
his  neighbours,  and  arranged  a  grand  hunt^  to  come 
off  at  an  earlj  day  specified  in  the  invitation.  Each 
was  to  bring  \«rith  him  such  hounds  as  he  wis  pos* 

sessed  of— and  in  this  way  a  large  pack  might  be 
got  together,  so  that  a  wide  extent  of  forest  could 
be  driven. 

Among  the  planters  of  the  Southern  states  this 
is  a  very  common  practice :  only  a  few  of  them 
keeping  what  might  be  called  a  regular  kennel 
of  hounds,  but  many  of  them  having  five  or 
six  couples.  In  a  neighbourhood  favourable  to 
the  chase,  by  uniting  a  number  of  these  little 
bands  together,  a  pack  may  be  got  up  large  enough 
for  any  purpose. 

The  usual  game  hunted  in  the  Southern  states 
is  the  American  fallow-deer  (cervix  virginiamis)^ 
which  is  still  found  in  considerable  plenty  in  the 
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more  solitary  tracts  of  forest  all  over  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  only  species  of  deer  indigenous  to 
Louisiana :  since,  the  noble  stag  or  '^  elk,"  as  he  is 
erroneously  called  (cervus  canadensis),  does  not 
range  so  far  to  the  south.  On  the  Pacific  coast 
this  animal  is  found  in  much  lower  latitudes  than 
on  that  of  the  Atlantic. 

Besides  the  fallow-deer,  the  fox  gives  sport  to 
the  Louisiana  hunter.  This  is  the  grey  fox  (vulpes 
mrginianus).  The  bay  lynx  also — or  wild  cat,  as  it 
is  called  (lynx  rufus) — and  now  and  then,  but  more 
rarely,  the  cougar  {felis  concolor),  give  the  hounds 
a  run  before  takiug  to  the  tree. 

Hacoons,  opossums,  and  skunks  are  common 
enough  in  the  forests  of  Louisiana ;  but  these  are 
regarded  as  "  vermin,"  and  are  not  permitted  to 
lead  the  dogs  astray. 

"With  regard  to  the  other  animals  mentioned,  they 
all  rank  as  noble  game  —  especially  the  cougar, 
called  "panther"  by  the  backwoodsman — and  the 
pack  may  follow  whichever  is  first  "  scared  up." 

The  grand  game,  however,  is  the  bear ;  and  the 
<5apture  of  Bruin  is  not  a  feat  of  every-day  occur- 
rence. To  find  his  haunts  it  is  necessary  to  make 
•an  excursion  into  the  more  unfrequented  and  inac 

T 


mmKk  mi^buiM  of  the  foiert— m  jimam^Am 
mrnxf  mSm  kom  A  aeMem&oA,  Noir  Uifie|Bfpea%, 
hemmeTf  ike  old  gentieman  wanden  tbtomi  ftom 
Ilk  mkaomt  isrtreat^  and  aeeks  tbe  planiifiniw 
irkme^  tiie  ]iif|^b>tiiDe,Iie  akolka  rooiid  Am  migm 
iOlMm'SdiM,  and  commits  aeiiona  depredattenia  m 
the  yonng  maize  plants,  or  tbe  soeeul^it  slallai  of 
tiMHapiHsnoey  of  which  he  is  immoderntdj  ftnd. 
lifto  Ins  Inown  ecmgener  <^  Europe  he  baa  a 
mreet  toollv  and  is  greatij  giren  to  honej*  To^ 
nt  it  hedimbs  the  bee^trees,  and  robs  the  bif9  rf 
its  stores.  In  all  these  respects  he  is  like  th^ 
brown  bear ;  but  otherwise  he  differs  greatly  from 
the  latter  species,  so  much  indeed,  that  it  is  matter 
of  surprise  how  any  naturalist  should  have  been  led 
to  regard  them  as  the  same. 

Not  only  in  colour,  but  in  shape  and  other  respects, 
are  they  totally  unlike.  While  the  fur  of  the  brown 
bear  is  tossed  and  tufby — having  that  appearance 
usually  termed  shaggy — that  of  the  American  black 
bear  is  of  uniform  length,  and  all  lying,  or  rather 
standing,  in  one  direction,  presenting  a  smooth  sur- 
face corresponding  to  the  contour  of  his  body.  In 
this  respect  he  is  far  more  akin  to  the  bears  of  the 
Asiatie  islands,  than  to  the  uriVA  arctos.   In  shape^ 
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too,  lie  differs  essentially  from,  tbe  latter.  His  body 
is  more  slender,  bis  muzzle  longer  and  sbarper,  and 
bis  profile  is  a  curve  witb  its  convexity  upward. 
Tbis  last  cbaracteristic,  wbicb  is  constant,  pro- 
claims bim  indubitably  a  distinct  species  from  tbe 
brown  bear  of  Europe;  and  be  is  altogetber  a 
smaller  and  more  mild-tempered  animal. 

As  tbe  grand  '^  cbasse "  bad  been  arranged  to 
come  off  on  tbe  tbird  day  after  tbeir  arrival,  our 
young  bunters  determined  to  employ  tbe  inter- 
val in  ranging  tbe  neigbbouring  woods ;  not  witb 
any  expectation  of  finding  a  bear — as  tbeir  bost 
did  not  believe  tbere  was  any  so  near — but  ratber 
for  tbe  purpose  of  becoming  acquair^ted  witb  tbe 
cbaracter  of  tbe  Nortb  American  sylva, 

Tbat  of  Soutb  America  Alexis  bad  carefully  ob 
served  and  studied  in  tbeir  long  journey  across 
tbat  continent.  .  He  bad  noted  tbe  grand  tropical 
trees — tbe  palms  and  pothos  plants — tbe  mimosas 
and  musacecB — tbe  magnificent  forms  of  tbe  homhax 
and  hertJiolletia — tbe  curious  cecropias  and  fig-trees 
— tbe  giant  cedrelas  and  tbe  gum-yielding  sipJuh 
nias.  On  tbe  Andes  be  bad  observed  tbe  agaves, 
tbe  cycads,  and  cactacesB — all  strange  to  tbe  eye  of 
a  Eussian.   He  was  now  desirous  of  making  bimself* 

T  2 
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fmSitf  Wiiih  the  forests  of  North  America;  libidi^ 
Ihoni^  ^  a  sab-tropical  character  in  IjoqMM^ 
eottfteiaed  forms  altogether  different  fiom  tilMi^ 
tiie  Amaiomazi  regions.  Here  he  woiild  Mii^ 
nHh  the  &iQed  magnoUa,  and  its  relative  the  M^ 
%x^i  VhB  eatalpa  and  flowering  cornel,  tiie  00i 
<^res8  and  sycamore^  the  erergreen  oidr,  '^ 
"^atahldsvhig  tnpelOy  and  the  curious  fan-like^- 
iBetto<  (MT  these,  and  many  other  beautiful  tse^es 
belonging  to  tiie  Korth  Am^ican  syha,  Alisb 
had  read— in  iad,  knew  them  botanioallj;  bi^t 
he  wished  to  cultivate  a  still  pleasanter  acquaint- 
ance with  them,  by  visiting  them  in  their  own 
native  home. 

Per  this  purpose  he  and  Ivan  set  out  alone, 
with  only  a  negro  for  their  guide ;  the  planter 
being  engaged,  visiting  his  different  friends,  and 
warning  them  for  the  grand  hunt. 

Pouchskin  remained  behind.  He  had  been  left 
at  the  house — to  do  some  necessary  repairs  to  the 
travelling  traps  both  of  himself  and  his  young 
masters,  which,  after  their  long  South  American  ex- 
pedition, needed  looking  to.  At  this  work  had 
Pouchskin  been  left,  surrounded  by  a  circle  of 
grinning    darkies,    in    whose    company    the    old 
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grenadier  would    find  material  to    interest   and 
amuse  him. 

It  was  only  for  a  stroll  that  our  young  hunters 
had  sallied  forth,  and  without  any  design  of  entering 
upon  the  chase ;  but  they  had  become  so  accus- 
tomed to  carrying  their  guns  everywhere,  that  these 
were  taken  along  with  them.  Some  curious  bird  or 
quadruped  might  be  started — whose  fur  or  feathers 
they  might  fancy  to  make  an  examination  of.  Por 
that  reason;  both  shouldered  their  guns. 
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They  were  soon  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  plan- 
tation, and  walking  under  the  dark  majestic 
woods — the  darkey  guiding  them  on  their  way» 
They  had  heard  of  a  curious  lake  or  lagoon,  that  lay 
about  a  mile  from  the  plantation.  There  they  would 
be  likely  to  witness  a  spectacle  characteristic  of 
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tbe  Bwampa  of  Louiedaiia ;  and  thither  thej  directed 
their  steps. 

Snie  enoughi  on  arriyiDg  at  the  borders  of  liie 
lagoon,  a  singular  scene  was  presented  to  their 
eyes.  The  whole  sur&ce  of  the  lake  appeared  alive 
with  various  forms  of  birds  and  reptiles.  Hun- 
dreds of  alligators  were  seen,  lying  like  dead  trees 
upon  the  water,  their  corrugated  backs  appearing 
above  the  isnrface.  Most  of  them,  howerer,  were 
in  motion,  swimming  to  and  fro,  or  darting  rapidly 
from  point  to  point,  as  if  in  pursuit  of  prey.  Now 
and  then  their  huge  tails  could  be  seen  curling 
high  up  in  air,  and  then  striking  down  upon  the 
water,  causing  a  concussion  that  echoed  far 
through  the  forest.  At  intervals  a  shining  object, 
^ung  upward  by  their  tails,  could  be  seen  for  a 
moment  in  the  air,  amidst  the  showery  spray  that 
was  raised  along  with  it.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  the 
glittering  forms  thus  projected  were  fishes,  and 
that  it  was  the  pursuit  of  these  that  was  causing 
the  commotion  among  the  huge  reptiles.  Aquatic 
birds,  of  a  great  number  of  kinds,  were  equally 
busy  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fish.  Huge  pelicans 
stood  up  to  their  tibia  in  the  water — now  and  then 
immersing  their  long  mandibles  and  tossing  their 
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finny  victims  high  into  the  air.  Cranes  and  herons 
too  were  there— among  others  the  tall  Louisiana 
crane  —  conspicuous  among  the  smaller  species — 
snow-white  egrets,  the  wood  ibis,  and  others  of 
white  and  roseate  hue — ^the  snake-darter,  with  long- 
pointed  beak  and  crouching  serpent-like  neck — the 
qua-bird,  of  lugubrious  note  and  melancholy  aspect 
— and,  fairest  of  all,  the  scarlet  flamingo. 

Other  birds  besides  those  of  aquatic  habits  took 
part  in  the  odd  spectacle.  Hovering  in  the  air 
were  black  vultures — the  carrion  crow  and  the  tur- 
key-buzzard— and  upon  the  tops  of  tall  dead  trees 
could  be  seen  the  king  of  the  feathered  multitude, 
the  great  white-headed  eagle.  His  congener,  the 
osprey,  soared  craftily  above — at  intervals  swoop- 
ing down,  and  striking  his  talons  into  the  fish, 
which  the  alligators  had  tossed  into  the  air — thus 
robbing  the  reptiles  of  their  prey,  to  be  robbed  in 
turn  by  his  watchful  cousin-german  upon  the  tree. 

The  spectacle  was  far  from  being  a  silent  one :  on 
the  contrary,  the  confused  chorus  of  sounds  was 
deafening  to  the  ears  of  the  spectators.  The  hoarse 
bellowing  of  the  alligators— the  concussions  made 
by  their  great  tails  striking  the  water— the  croak- 
ing of  the  pelicans,  and  the  clattering  of  their  huge 
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mandibles — ^the  doleful  Bcreaming  of  the  heroiWy 
cranes*  and  quarbirds — the  shrieks  of  the  ospz^ — 
and  the  shrill  maniac  laughter  of  the  white-headed 
eagle,  piercing  through  all  other  sounds — ^formed  a 
medley  of  voices  as  unearthly  as  inharmonious. 

A  shot  from  the  gun  of  Ivan,  that  brought 
down  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  white-headed 
eagle— -together  with  the  appearance  of  the  hunters 
by  the  e^ge  of  the  water — ^put  a  sadden  termination 
to  this  grand  drama  of  the  wilderness.  The  birds 
flew  up  into  the  air,  and  went  soaring  off  in  diffe- 
rent directions  over  the  tops  of  the  tall  trees ;  while 
the  huge  reptiles,  that  had  been  taught  by  the 
alligator  hunters  to  fear  the  presence  of  man,  de- 
sisted for  a  while  from  their  predatory  prey,  and 
retreated  to  the  reeds  upon  the  opposite  shore. 

The  spectacle  was  one  well  worthy  of  being  seen, 
and  one  that  cannot  be  witnessed  every  day — even 
in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana.  Its  occurrence  at 
that  time  was  accounted  for  by  the  drying  up  of 
the  lake,  which  left  the  fish  at  the  mercy  of  their 
numerous  enemies. 

Having  taken  up  the  eagle  which  Ivan  had  shot> 
the  young  hunters  continued  their  excursion  along 
the  edge  of  the  lagoon* 
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Tbey  Lad  not  gone  far  when  they  came  upon  a 
bank  of  mud,  that  had  formerly  been  covered  with 
water.  So  recently  had  the  water  dried  from  it, 
that,  in  spite  of  the  hot  sun  shining  down  upon  it, 
the  mud  was  still  soft.  They  had  not  gone  many 
steps  further,  when  they  perceived  upon  its  surface, 
what  at  first  they  supposed  to  be  the  tracks  of  a 
man.  On  getting  a  little  closer,  however,  they 
doubted  this;  and,  now  recollecting  the  resem- 
blance which  they  had  noticed  in  the  snows  of 
Lapland — between  the  footsteps  of  a  human  being 
and  those  of  a  bear — ^it  occurred  to  them  that 
these  might  also  be  bear  tracks — though  they 
knew  that  the  tracks  of  the  American  bear  would 
be  slightly  different  from  those  of  his  European 
cousin. 

To  satisfy  themselves,  they  hastened  forward  to 
examine  the  tracks ;  but  their  negro  guide  had 
anticipated  them,  and  now  called  out,  with  the 
whites  of  his  eyes  considerably  enlarged, — 

"  GroUy,  young  mass'rs !  dat  be  de  tracks  ob  urn 
ba!" 

"  A  bear ! " 

"  Ya,  ya,  mass'rs !  a  big  ba — dis  child  know  um 
track — see'd  um  many  de  time — de  ole  coon  he  be 


arter  da  fish  too — nil  ob  dem  adoin'  a  bit  ob  fishin' 
dia  mornin' — yaw,  jaw,  yaw !  " 

And  the  darkey  laughed  at  what  he  appeared  to 
consider  an  excellent  joke. 

On  closely  scrutinizing  the  tracks,  Alexis  andlvnn 
saw  that  they  were  in  reality  the  tracks  of  a  bear — 
though  much  smaller  than  those  they  had  follovred 
in  Lapland.  They  were  quite  fresh — in  fact,  so 
recently  did  they  appear  to  have  been  made,  that 
both  at  the  same  time,  and  by  an  involuntary  im- 
pulse, raised  their  eyes  from  the  ground  and 
glanced  around  them ;  as  if  they  expected  to  see 
the  bear  himself. 

No  such  animal  was  in  eigbt,  however.  It  was 
quite  probable  he  had  been  on  the  ground,  at  tbeir 
first  coming  up  to  the  lake;  hut  the  report  of 
Ivan's  gun  had  alarmed  bim,  and  he  had  made  off 
into  the  woods.    This  was  quite  probable. 

"  What  a  pity,"  reflected  Ivan,  "that  I  didn't 
leave  the  eagle  alone !  We  might  have  got  sight 
of  Master  Bruin,  and  given  him  the  shot  instead. 
And  now,"  added  be,  "  what's  to  be  done  ?  There'8 
no  snow, — therefore  we  can't  track  the  brute.  The 
mud  bank  ends  here,  and  he's  gone  off  it,  the 
way  lie  oameP    Of  course  he  wouldn't  be  out 


THE   LONE   LAGOON.  2S3 

jonder  among  those  logs  ?  He  would'nt  have  taken 
shelter  there,  would  he  ?  " 

As  Ivan  spoke,  he  pointed  to  a  little  peninsula 
that  jutted  out  into  the  lake,  some  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  beyond  the  spot  where  they  were  standing. 
It  was  joined  to  the  mainland  by  a  narrow  neck  or 
isthmus  of  mud;  but  at  the  end  towards  the 
water  there  was  a  space  of  several  yards  covered 
with  dead  trees — that  had  been  floated  thither  in 
the  floods,  and  now  lay  high  and  dry,  piled  irregu- 
larly upon  one  another. 

Alexis  looked  in  the  direction  of  this  pile  as 
Ivan  pointed  it  out. 

"  I'm  not  so  sure  of  that,"  he  answered,  after 
scrutinizing  the  logs.  "  It's  a  likely  enough  place 
for  an  animal  to  lurk.     He  might  be  there  ?  " 

"  Let  us  go  and  see,  then ! "  said  Ivan.  "  If  he's 
there  he  can't  escape  us,  without  our  having  a  shot 
at  him ;  and  you  say  that  these  American  bears 
are  much  easier  killed  than  ours.  The  South 
Americans  were  so,  certainly.  I  hope  their 
northern  brothers  may  die  as  easy." 

"  Not  all,"  rejoined  Alexis.  "  "We  may  expect 
some  tough  struggles  when  we  come  to  the  great 
grisly,  and  to  him  of  the  polar  regions  \  but  tliQ 
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black  bears  are,  as  you  conjecture,  not  so  diiBcult 
to  deal  with.  If  wounded,  however,  they  will 
show  fight ;  and,  though  their  teeth  and  claws  are 
less  dangerous  than  the  others,  they  can  give  a  man 
a  most  uncomfortable  hug,  I  have  heard.  But  let 
us  go,  as  you  say.  If  not  yonder,  he  must  have 
taken  to  the  woods.  ^  In  that  case  there  is  no  way 
of  following  him  up,  except  by  dogs ;  and  for  these 
we  must  go  back  to  the  house.*' 

As  they  continued  talking,  they  advanced  to- 
wards the  narrow  isthmus  that  connected  the  little 
peninsula  with  the  mainland. 

"  What  a  pity,"  remarked  Ivan,  "  that  that  great 
log  la  there !  But  for  it  we  might  have  seen  his 
track  in  the  mud  crossing  over." 

Ivan  referred  to  a  prostrate  trunk  that  traversed 
the  isthmus  longitudinally — extending  from  the 
mainland  to  the  higher  ground  of  the  peninsula, 
to  which  it  formed  a  kind  of  bridge  or  causeway. 
Certainly,  had  it  not  been  there,  either  the  bear's 
tracks  would  have  been  seen  in  the  mud  or  not ;  and 
if  not,  then  no  bear  could  have  passed  over  to  the 
peninsula,  and  their  exploration  would  have  been 
unnecessary.  But,  although  they  saw  no  tracks, 
they  had  started  to  examine  the  wood  pile ;  and 
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tbey  continued  on,  climbing  up  to  the  log,  and 
walking  along  its  top. 

All  at  once,  Alexis  was  seen  to  pause  and  bend 
his  body  forward  and  downward. 

"  "What  is  it  ?  "  inquired  Ivan,  who  waa  behind, 
on  seeing  his  brother  in  the  bent  attitude,  as  if 
be  looked  at  something  on  the  log. 

"  The  bear's  tracks !  '*  answered  Alexis,  in  a  low 
but  earnest  tone. 

"  Ha !  you  think  so  ?    Where  ?  *' 

Alexis  pointed  to  the  dead  wood  under  his  eyes — 
upon  the  bark  of  which  were  visible,  not  the  tracks 
of  a  bear,  but  dabs  of  mud,  that  must  have  been 
recently  deposited  there,  either  by  the  feet  of  a 
bear,  or  some  other  animal. 

"By  the  Great  Peter!"  said  Ivan,  speaking 
cautiously,  notwithstanding  his  innocent  adjura- 
tion ;  "  that  must  be  his  tracks  ?  It's  the  same 
sort  of  mud  as  that  in  which  we've  just  been 
tracing  him — black  as  ink  nearly.  It  has  come 
off  his  great  paws — not  a  doubt  of  it,  brother  ?  " 

"  I  think  it  is  likely,"  assented  Alexis,  at  the 
same  time  that  both  looked  to  the  locks  of  their 
guns,  and  saw  that  the  caps  were  on  the  nipples. 

A  little  further  along  the  log,  the  bark  was 
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smoother,  and  there  the  track  was  still  more  con- 
spicuous. The  print  was  better  defined,  and 
answered  well  for  the  footmark  of  a  bear.  Theie 
was  the  naked  paw,  and  the  balls  of  the  fi?e  toes, 
all  complete.  They  no  longer  doubted  that  it  was 
the  track  of  a  bear. 

It  was  just  a  question  whether  the  animal  had 
gone  oyer  the  log  and  returned  again.  But  this 
was  set  at  rest,  or  nearly  so,  by  a  closer  scrutiny. 
There  was  no  sign  of  a  return  track.  True,  he 
might  have  washed  his  paws  in  the  interval,  or 
cleaned  them  on  the  dead  wood;  but  that  was 
Bcarco  probable,  and  our  hunters  did  not  think  so. 
They  felt  perfectly  sure  that  the  bear  was  before 
them ;  and,  acting  upon  this  belief,  they  cocked 
their  guns,  and  continued  their  approach  towards 
the  wood  pile. 
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CHAPTEE  XL. 

A    BABKEY    ON   BEAB-BACE!. 

Both  the  young  hunters  succeeded  in  passing  over 
the  logy  and  had  set  foot  on  the  peninsula ;  while 
the  negro,  who  was  following  a  little  behind,  was 
still  upon  the  prostrate  trunk.  Just  at  that  moment 
a  noise  was  heard — very  similar  to  that  made  by  a 
pig  when  suddenly  started  from  its  bed  of  straw — 
a  sort  of  half  snort,  half  grunt ;  and  along  with  the 
noise  a  huge  black  body  was  seen  springing  up 
from  under  the  loose  pile  of  dead  trees,  causing 
several  of  them  to  shake  and  rattle  under  its 
weight.  Our  hunters  saw  at  a  glance  that  it  was 
the  bear ;  and  levelled  their  guns  upon  it  with  the 
intention  of  firing. 

The  animal  had  reared  itself  on  its  hind  legs — 
as  if  to  reconnoitre  the  ground — and  while  in 
this  attitude  both  the  hunters  had  sighted  it,  and 
were  on  the  eve  of  pulling  their  triggers.  Before 
they  could  do  so,  however,  the  bear  dropped  back 
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on  aQ-foms.  So  radden  was  tbo  movameni^  iiiit 
the  aLm  of  both  Vras  quite  diaconoerted,  and  thej 
both  lowefed  their  gona  to  get  a  freab  one.  The 
delajy  hoverer,  psored  fatal  to  their  intention. 
Before  dther  had  got  a  astia&etoiyaight  upon  tiie 
bodj  of  the  bear,  the  hitter  sprang  forward  witha 
fierce  growl^  and  mahed  right  between  the  two,  bo 
near  that  it  was  impoeaihle  for  either  of  them  to  &e 
oUierwiae  than  at  random.  Iian  did  fire,  but  to 
no  pupoae ;  fat  hia  bullet  wont  quite  wide  of  the 
bear,  striking  the  log  behind  it,  and  cauaiog  the 
bark  to  splinter  out  in  all  directions.  The  bear 
made  no  attempt  to  charge  towards  tbem,  bat 
rushed  straight  on — evidentlj  with  no  other 
design  than  to  make  hia  escape  to  the  woods, 
Alexis  wheeled  round  to  fire  after  him  ;  but,  as  he 
was  raising  his  gun,  his  eye  fell  upon  the  negro, 
who  was  coming  on  over  the  log,  and  who  had 
just  got  about  half  way  across  it.  The  bear  had 
by  this  time  leaped  up  on  the  other  end,  and  in  a 
hurried  gallop — that  had  been  quickened  by  the 
report  of  Ivan's  piece — was  going  right  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  The  negro,  who  saw  the  huge  shaggy 
quadruped  coming  straight  towards  him,  at  once 
set  up  a  loud  '^  hulla-ballo,"  and,  with  his  eyes 
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almost  starting  from  their  sockets,  was  endeavour- 
ing to  retreat  backwards,  and  get  out  of  the  way. 

His  efforts  proved  fruitless :  for  before  he  had 
made  three  steps  to  the  rear,  the  bear — more 
frightened  at  the  two  adversaries  behind  him 
than  the  one  in  front — rushed  right  on,  and  in 
the  next  instant  pushed  his  snout,  head,  and  neck 
between  the  darkey's  legs ! 

Long  before  this  the  negro  had  lost  his  senses, 
but  now  came  the  loss  of  his  legs :  for  as  the  thick 
body  of  the  bear  passed  between  them,  both  were 
lifted  clear  up  from  the  log,  and  hung  dangling  in 
the  air.  For  several  feet  along  the  log  was  the 
negro  carried  upon  the  bear's  back,  his  face  turned 
to  the  tail;  and  no  doubt,  had  he  preserved  his 
equilibrium,  he  might  have  continued  his  ride  for 
some  distance  further.  But  as  the  darkey  had  no 
desire  for  such  a  feat  of  equestrianism,  he  kept 
struggling  to  clear  himself  from  his  involuntary 
mount.  His  body  was  at  length  thrown  heavily  to 
one  side,  and  its  weight  acting  like  a  lever  upon 
the  bear,  caused  the  latter  to  lose  his  balance, 
and  tumbling  off  the  log,  both  man  and  bear  fel 
**  slap-dash  "  into  the  mud. 

For  a  moment  there  was  a  confused  scrambling, 
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and  i^ttermgy  and  spkriiing^  I^RNig^  Ibi  wft 
mire— a  frowUng  on  the  pnt  of  the  be«f^  «Dii4e 
wiUeat  screeching  fnua  the  throat  of  the  a&^j^led 
negto— 1^  of  whieh  came  to  an  m^A  hf  Bnan?— 
whose  body  was  now.bedaQl>ed  all  ovser  wlA  Uaifc 
mud^'-HOQoe  Biore  wgaining  his  feet,  and  olnflili^; 
offoptiMbaak,  asfeuriiiishial^  oooldflMrf  !»«. 

Alexis  now  fired,  and  hit  the  beas  bAiadi  hii 
tiie  shot,  so  tax  from  staying  his  iight^  imbI j  (pidc- 
ened  his  pace;  and  heSom  the  darkey  had^grtte 
his  fe^  &e  shaggy  bimbe  had  kped  foSmmmgUm 
trees,  and  disappeared  from  the  eight  of  ^emiy- 
body  upon  the  ground. 

The  grotesque  appearance  of  the  negro,  as  he 
rose  out  of  the  mire  in  which  he  had  been  wallow- 
ing, coated  all  over  with  black  mud — which  was  a 
shade  lighter  than  his  natural  hue — was  too  ludi- 
crous for  Ivan  to  resist  laughing  at ;  and  even  the 
more  serious  Alexis  was  compelled  to  give  way  to 
mirth.  So  overcome  were  both,  that  it  was  some 
minutes  before  they  thought  of  reloading  their 
guns,  and  giving  chase  to  the  bear. 

After  a  time,  however,  they  charged  again ;  and 
crossing  back  over  the  log,  proceeded  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  !3ruin  had  made  his  retreat. 
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They  bad  no  idea  of  being  able  to  follow  him 
without  dogs ;  and  it  was  their  intention  to  send 
for  one  or  two  to  the  house,  when  they  perceived 
that  the  bear's  trace  could  be  made  out — at  least, 
for  some  distance — ^without  them.  The  inky  water, 
that  had  copiously  saturated  his  long  fur,  had  been 
constantly  dripping  as  he  trotted  onward  in  his 
flight;  and  this  could  easily  be  seen  upon  the 
herbage  over  which  he  had  passed. 

They  determined,  therefore,  to  follow  this  trail 
as  far  as  they  could;  and  when  it  should  give 
out,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  send  for  the 
dogs. 

They  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a  hundred 
yards ;  when  all  at  once  the  trail  trended  up  to  the 
bottom  of  a  big  tree.  They  might  have  examined 
the  ground  farther,  but  there  was  no  need ;  for, 
on  looking  up  to  the  trunk,  they  perceived  large 
blotches  of  mud,  and  several  scratches  upon  the 
bark,  evidently  made  by  the  claws  of  a  bear. 
These  scratches  were,  most  of  them,  of  old  date ; 
but  there  were  one  or  two  of  them  quite  freshly 
done ;  besides,  the  wet  mud  was  of  itself  sufficient 
proof  that  the  bear  had  gone  up  the  tree,  and 
must  still  be  somewhere  in  its  top#  The  tree  was  a 
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sycamore,  and  therefore  only  sparsely  covered  with 
leaves ;  but  from  its  branches  hung  long  festoons 
of  Spanish  moss  (tillandsia  iisneoides)^  that  grew 
in  large  bunches  in  the  forks — in  several  of  which 
it  was  possible  even  for  a  bear  to  have  stowed 
himself  away  in  concealment. 

After  going  round  the  tree,  however,  and  viewing 
it  from  all  sides,  our  hunters  perceived  that  the 
bear  was  not  anywhere  among  the  moss ;  bat 
must  have  taken  refuge  in  a  hollow  in  the  trunk — 
the  mouth  of  which  could  be  seen  only  from  one 
particular  place ;  since  it  was  hidden  on  all  other 
sides  by  two  great  limbs  that  led  out  from  it,  and 
between  which  the  cavity  had  been  formed  by  the 
decaying  of  the  heart-wood. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Bruin  had  entered 
this  tree-cave ;  for  all  around  the  aperture  the  bark 
was  scraped  and  worn;  and  the  wet  mud,  lately 
deposited  there,  was  visible  from  below. 
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CHAPTEE  XLL 

CUTTING    OUT    THE    BEAB. 

The  qnestion  was,  how  he  was  to  be  got  oat? 
Perhaps  bj  making  a  noise  he  might  issue  forth? 

This  plan  was  at  once  tried,  but  without  success. 
"While  the  negro  rasped  the  bark  with  a  pole,  and 
struck  the  stick  at  intervals  against  the  trunk,  the 
hunters  stood,  with  guns  cocked,  watching  the  hole, 
and  ready  to  give  the  bear  a  reception,  the  moment 
he  should  show  himself  outside. 

It  was  all  to  no  purpose.  Bruin  was  too 
cunning  for  them,  and  did  not  protrude  even  the 
tip  of  his  snout  out  of  his  secure  cavity. 

After  continuing  the  rasping,  and  repeating  the 
blows,  till  the  woods  echoed  the  sonorous  con- 
cussions, they  became  convinced  that  this  plan 
would  not  serve  their  purpose,  and  desisted 
from  it. 

On  examining  the  track  more  closely,  they  now 
perceived  spots  of  blood  mixed  ^mong  the  mud 
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whidi  the  bear  had  rabbed  oiF  upon  the  bark.  This 
oonrinced  them  that  the  animal  waa  wounded,  and 
therefore  there  would  be  no  chance  of  starting 
him  oat  firom  hU  hole.  It  was  no  doubt  the 
wound  that  had  led  faim  to  retreat  to  this  tree,  so 
near  the  place  where  he  bad  been  attacked,  other- 
wiae  he  would  bare  led  them  a  longer  chaae 
timn^  the  woodi  before  attempting  to  hide  him- 
self 1711611,  wreielj  wounded,  tbe  Mack  bear 
betakei  UdihU  to  the  first  hollow  leg  or  tree  he 
con  find )  and  takmg  refuge  in  it,  will  there  re- 
main—eren  to  die  in  hi&  den,  if  the  wound  has 
been  a  fatal  one. 

Xnowing  this  habit  of  the  animal,  our  banters 
perceived  that  they  had  no  chance  of  again  setting 
their  eyee  upon  the  bear,  except  by  cutting  dawn 
the  tree ;  and  they  resolved  to  adopt  this  method, 
and  fell  the  great  sycamore  to  the  ground. 

The  darkey  was  despatched  to  tbe  plantation ; 
and  soon  returned  with  half  a  dozen  of  bia 
brethren,  armed  with  axes — Poucbskin  heading 
the  sable  band.  Without  further  delay  the  chop* 
ping  began ;  and  the  white  chips  flew  out  from  the 
great  trunk  in  all  directions. 

In  about  an  hour's  time  the  sycamore  came 
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erashing  down,  carrying  a  number  of  smaller  trees 
along  with  it.  The  hunters,  who  expected  that  the 
bear  would  at  once  spring  forth,  had  taken  their 
position  to  corer  the  mouth  of  the  cavity  with  their 
guns ;  but,  to  their  surprise,  the  tree  fell,  and  lay 
as  it  had  fallen,  without  any  signs  of  Bruin.  This 
was  strange  enough ;  for,  as  the  negroes  alledged, 
in  all  similar  cases  the  bear  is  certain  to  charge 
out  upon  the  fall  of  a  tree  that  contains  him ! 

A  sapling  was  now  obtained,  and  inserted  into 
the  cavity — at  furst  with  caution,  but  affcer  a  time 
it  was  punched  in  with  all  the  force  that  Pouch- 
skin  could  put  into  his  arm.  He  could  feel  the 
bear  quite  distinctly ;  but  poke  the  animal  as  he 
might,  it  would  not  stir. 

It  was  suggested  that  they  should  cut  into  the 
trunk — at  a  place  opposite  to  where  the  bear  was 
encased — and  then  they  could  drag  him  out  at 
will ;  and,  although  this  would  cost  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  mode  of  reach- 
ing the  obstinate  animal. 

This  course  was  followed,  therefore ;  and  a  cross 
section  being  made  of  the  hollow  trunk,  the  shaggy 
hair  was  at  length  reached,  and  then  the  body  of 
Bruin,  who  was  found  to  be  dead  as  a  nail ! 


Thej  no  longer  wondered  that  be  had  paid  no 
heed  to  the  punchiog  of  the  pole.  The  bullet  of 
Alexis  had  traversed  hia  huge  body  in  a  longi- 
tudinal direction,  until  it  had  lodged  in  a  vital 
part,  and,  of  course,  it  was  this  tlmt  had  deprived 
liiia  of  life,  lie  would,  therefore,  have  died  all  the 
Bnme,  and  iu  his  tree-den,  too,  whether  they  had 
pursued  him  or  not. 

Our  hunters  learnt  from  their  negro  assistants 
a  singular  fact  in  relation  to  tlie  black  bear :  and 
that  is,  that  the  tree-eavity  ia  which  the  animal 
often  takes  shelter,  or  goes  to  sleep,  is  rarely  of 
greater  width  tiian  his  own  body !  In  most  cases 
it  is  BO  narrow,  that  be  cannot  turn  round  in  it,  not 
has  it  any  lair  at  tbe  bottom  wide  enough  for  him 
to  lie  down  upon.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  he 
must  sleep  in  a  standing  position,  or  squatted  upon 
bia  hams.  It  is  in  this  attitude  he  makes  bis 
descent  into  the  cavity,  and  in  tbe  same  way  cornea 
down  tbe  trunk  of  the  tree,  when  at  any  time 
making  bia  departure  from  his  den.  From  tbis 
it  would  appear  that  the  upright  attitude  is  as 
natural  to  this  animal,  as  that  of  resting  on  all 
fours,  or  even  lying  prostrate  on  the  ground ;  for 
it  ia  well  known  that,  iarther  to  tbe  north — wber» 
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the  winters  are  more  severe,  and  where  the  black 
bear  hybemates  for  a  short  season — ^he  often  takes 
his  nap  in  a  tree-cavity,  which  his  body  completely 
fills,  without  the  possibility  of  his  taming  round 
in  it!  One  precaution  he  takes,  and  that  is,  to 
scrape  off  all  the  rotten  wood  around  the  sides  of 
the  cavity ;  but  for  what  purpose  he  exercises  this 
curious  instinct,  neither  hunter  nor  naturalist  can 
tell.  Perhaps  it  is  that  the  projections  may  not 
press  against  his  body,  and  thus  render  his  couch 
uncomfortable  ? 

Our  young  hunters  found  this  bear  one  of  the 
largest  of  his  species,  and  his  skin,  after  the  mud  had 
been  washed  off,  proved  to  be  an  excellent  specimen. 

Of  course,  they  coveted  no  other ;  but  for  all 
that,  they  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the 
death  of  several  bears,  killed  in  the  great  hunt 
that  came  off  on  the  appointed  day. 

A  deer-chase  was  also  got  up  for  their  spe- 
cial entertainment — during  which  a  cougar  was 
"  treed  "and  killed — an  event  of  rarer  occurrence 
than  even  the  death  of  a  bear ;  for  the  cougar  is 
now  one  of  the  scarcest  quadrupeds  to  be  met 
with  in  the  forests  of  North  America. 

Another  entertainment  which  the  planter  pro* 
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Tided  for  bis  goettewna  "harbecue" — a  specie 9 
of  festiral  peculiar  to  tb»  backwoods  of  America, 
and  whieb,  on  aooniBt  of  its  peculiarit/,  deEenea 
a  wnd  or  two  of  deKx^tum. 


OHAPZEB  Xm. 

HI    BQOATIBb'B    BABfiAIV. 


J 


Ai  we  hare  jiut  «aid,  tbe  bubeene  is  •  finlinl 
vhicb  especially  belongs  to  the  backwoods  settie- 
ments,  although  it  has  now  become  known  even 
in  the  older  States,  and  often  forms  a  feature  in 
the  great  political  meetings  of  on  election  cam- 
paign— losing,  bowever,  much  of  its  true  character 
in  the  elaborate  adornments  and  improrements 
sometimes  bestowed  upon  it. 

"When  Alexis  and  Ivan  strolled  down  in  the 
early  morning  to  tba  quiet  glade  which  had  been 
selected  as  the  scene  of  this  rural  festivity,  they 
found  there  a  noisy  and  bnstling  crowd.  A  moor 
Htrous  fire  of  logs,  enough  to  roast  not  onl^  a  single 
ox,  but  abecatomb  of  oxen,  was  blazing  near  the 
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edge  of  the  glade,  while  a  half-dozen  chatteriDg 
negroes  were  busy  digging  a  great  pit  close  bj. 
This  pit,  when  entirely  excavated,  measured  some 
ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  by  five  or  six  in  width, 
and  perhaps  three  in  depth ;  and  was  lined  with 
smooth  flat  stones.  As  soon  as  the  logs  had 
ceased  to  flame  and  smoke,  and  were  fast  falling 
into  a  mighty  heap  of  glowing  ruddy  coals,  they 
were  shovelled  hastily  into  the  pit.  Another 
party  of  negroes  had  been  busy  in  the  woods, 
searching  out  the  tall  slender  saplings  of  the  paw- 
paw (jmrnma  triloba),  and  now  returned,  bringing 
their  spoil  with  them.  The  saplings  were  laid 
across  the  top  of  the  pit,  thus  extemporiziug  over 
it  a  huge  gridiron.  The  ox,  which  was  to  form 
the  staple  of  the  day's  feast,  had  been  killed  and 
dressed;  and,  having  been  split  in  halves  after 
the  fashion  of  the  barbecue,  was  laid  upon  the 
bars  to  roast.  Proudly  presiding  over  the  opera- 
tion was  the  major-domo  of  the  planter's  house- 
hold, assisted  by  several  celebrated  cooks  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  a  score  of  chosen  farm-hands, 
whose  strength  was  ever  and  anon  invoked  to  turn 
the  beef ;  while  the  chef  ordered  a  fresh  basting, 
or  himself  sprinkled  the  browning  surface  with  the 


800  BBvnr. 

saTomy  dreBsing  0f  pepper,  salt,  and  fine  herbe,  to 
the  composition  of  which  he  had  attained  a  grand 
repntation* 

The  morning  wore  swiftly  on  in  the  observaticn 
of  these  novel  mancsaTres;  and  wifch  the  noon 
came  the  guests  in  nnmbers  firom  the  neighbonzing 
pUntations  and  settlements.  Eren  the  detemuned 
resistance  of  the  toughest  beef  most  have  fiukd 
before  the  hot  attack  of  such  an  army  of  live  coah^ 
as  had  lain  intrenched  in  the  deep  fireplace;  and 
the  tender  joints  of  the  enormous  hce^frtM  were 
ready  to  bear  their  share  in  the  festivities  almost  as 
soon  as  the  invited  company.  Separated  with  great 
cleavers,  and  laid  into  white  button-wood  trays 
hollowed  out  for  the  purpose,  they  were  borne 
rapidly  to  the  shady  nook  selected  for  the  dining- 
place,  followed  by  vast  supplies  of  sweet  potatoes, 
roasted  in  the  ashes,  and  of  rich,  golden  maize 
bread.  A  barrel  of  rare  cider  was  broached ;  while 
good  old-fashioned  puddings,  and  the  luscious 
fruits  of  the  region  completed  the  bill  of  fare  in 
honour  of  the  day.  Of  course  "  joy  was  nncon- 
fined."  Everybody  pronounced  the  roast  a  grand 
success;  and  the  young  Bussians  thought  that 
they  had  never  tasted  so  appetising  a  meal.    With 
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the  exliiliration  of  the  fresh,  clear  air,  the  en- 
couragement of  hearty  appetite,  and  the  full 
flavour  of  the  meat — for  it  is  well  known  that 
the  sap  which  exudes  from  the  pawpaw,  when  thus 
exposed  to  fire,  adds  a  new  relish  to  whatever  is 
cooked  upon  it — combined  to  make  a  dinner  fit  for 
the  Czar  himself;  and  they  determined  to  attempt, 
at  some  time,  an  imitation  of  the  Southern  barbecue 
under  the  colder  sky  of  Eussia. 

Merriment  was  unbounded ;  healths  were  drunk, 
songs  sung,  odd  speeches  made,  and  stories  told. 

One.  of  the  last  in  particular  made  an  impression 
upon  our  heroes ;  partly,  because  it  was  a  bear  story, 
and  partly  because  it  illustrated  a  very  character- 
istic phase  of  squatter  life  and  practical  humour. 
In  fact,  Alexis  made  a  sketch  of  it  in  his  journal, 
and  from  his  notes  we  now  reconstruct  it. 

Two  squatters  had  occupied  lands  not  far  from 
each  other,  and  within  some  eight  or  ten  miles 
-of  a  small  town.  Busied  in  clearing  off  the 
woodland,  each  bethought  himself  of  a  source  of 
revenue  beyond  the  produce  of  his  tilled  ground. 
He  would  occupy  an  occasional  leisure  day  in 
hauling  to  the  town,  the  logs  which  he  cut  from 
time  to  time,  and  then  selling  them  as  firewood. 


SOS 

Ibis  aiiity  of  pnrpoee  naturally  brougbfc  the  two 
■en  into  oompetitton  with  one  anotber  for  tke 
limited  cnstom  of  tlie  settlement ;  and  a  riviik; 
■pnmg  up  between  them,  wliicli  was  fast  ripeaiug 
into  jealoDij  and  ill-will,  when  a  curioua  coinci- 


Bidi  owned  a  KOgle  yoke  of  ozen,  which  he 
lued  regularly  in  hia  farm  labour,  and  also  in  drag- 
ffng  Ub  wood  to  market.  Within  a  week  each 
loat  an  ok  ;  cm*  dying  of  some  baTioe  distemper, 
—the  oti>er  being  ao  injured  by  the  fall  of  a  tree, 
that  hia  owner  bad  been  obliged  to  kill  hits. 

Ab  one  ox  could  not  draw  a  wood-wagon,  the 
occupation  of  both  equattera  as  wood  meichante 
was  gone — and  even  farm  operations  were  lilcely 
to  suffer.  Each  soon  heard  of  his  neighboni's 
predicament ;  and  proposed  to  himself  to  make  a 
baigain  for  the  remaining  ox,  that  he  might  be  the 
poBsesaor  of  the  pair,  continne  his  clearing  pros- 
perously, and  command  the  wood'hauting  business. 
But,  as  one  might  suppose,  where  both  parties  were 
BO  fully  bent  upon  accomplishing  their  own  ends, 
the  trade  was  no  nearer  a  conclusion  when  a  dosKi 
B^tiations  had  taken  place  than  at  fint.  So 
mattws  stood  in  itat»  qmo,  the  days  rtdled  by,  aad 
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our  two  squatters  foond  their  condition  waxing 
desperate. 

One  fine  morning,  squatter  the  first  started  off 
to  make  a  last  attempt — determined  to  close  the 
bargain  peaceably  if  he  could,  forcibly  if  he  must. 
Eevolying  project  upon  project  in  his  mind,  he  had 
traversed  the  two  or  three  miles  of  woodland  which 
laj  between  him  and  his  neighbour's  clearing,  and 
was  just  entering  it,  when  a  sudden  rustle  and 
significant  growl  coming  from  behind  broke  in 
upon  his  reverie.  Turning  hastily,  he  saw  almost 
at  his  heels  a  bear  of  the  most  unprepos- 
sessing aspect.  To  reach  the  cabin  before  Bruin 
coidd  overtake  him  was  impossible ;  and  to  turn 
upon  the  creature  would  be  folly :  for,  in  the  depth 
of  his  deliberation,  he  had  forgotten  on  leaving 
home  to  take  any  kind  of  weapon  with  him.  Some 
dead  trees  had  been  lefb  standing  in  the  field,  and 
to  one  of  these  he  sped  with  fiying  steps,  hoping  to 
find  shelter  behind  it  till  help  could  come.  He  did 
not  hope  in  vain  for  this  protection.  He  found 
that  by  pretty  active  dodging,  he  could  keep  the 
trunk  of  the  tree  between  himself  and  the  bear — 
whose  brain  could  hardly  follow  the  numerous 
shifts  made  by  the  squatter  to  escape  the  frequent 


dutches  of  his  clana.  Biaing  indignantly  npoa 
bis  i}iad  legs,  the  bear  made  a  fierce  rnsh  at  tfes 
■quattor,  but  hugged  only  the  tough  old  tree,  in 
whose  bark  be  buried  deep  his  pointed  cUwb.  Ab 
inspiration  flashed  through  the  squatter'e  mind,  as 
bo  vaw  the  bear  slowly  and  nitb  some  difficaltf 
dragging  out  Lis  naila ;  and  eeizing  Bruin's  ahimks 
juit  above  the  paviB,  ho  braced  himself  against  the 
tr«e,  rceolred  to  try  sod  hold  the  claws  into  their 
voody  sockets  until  bis  Deighbour  could  respond 
to  his  halloos  for  help. 

The  other  squatter  Leard  hia  cries ;  but  instead 
of  basteniug  to  the  rescue,  he  came  Blowly  along, 
cuelesily  ehouldering  hia  aze.  Perceiving  his 
neighbour's  difficulty,  a  new  solution  of  the  ox 
question  had  entered  his  mind ;  and  to  the  re- 
doubled appeals  for  aeaistance,  be  calmly  replied — 

"  On  one  condition,  neighbour! " 

"  What  ia  it }"  ansioosly  inquired  the  other. 

"  If  I  let  you  loose  from  the  bar,  you'll  gi'  mo 
up  your  odd  steer." 

There  waa  no  help  for  it,  and  Trith  a  heavy  sigh, 
the  prisoner  consented.  "Stop I"  cried  he,  eie 
the  axe  could  fall ; "  this  old  brute  has  half  plagued 
tite  life  out  o'  me,  and  I'd  like  nothing  better'n  the 
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satis£Eiction  o'  killin'  him  myself.  Jest  yoa  ketch 
hold  here,  and  let  me  give  him  his  death-blow.'* 

The  second  squatter,  rejoicing  beyond  measure 
at  having  accomplished  his  long-desired  purpose, 
unsuspiciously  agreed,  dropped  the  axe,  cautiously 
grasped  the  sinewy  shanks,  and  bent  his  strength 
to  the  momentary  struggle.  To  his  utter  dismay, 
he  beheld  his  neighbour  quietly  shoulder  the  axe, 
and  walk  away  from  the  ground ! 

"  Hold  on ! "  he  shouted ;  "  ain't  ye  goin'  to  kill 
the  bar  ?  " 

"  Wal,  not  jest  now,  I  fancy ;  I  thought  you 
might  like  to  hang  on  a  while  ?  " 

The  tables  thus  turned,  the  deluded  squatter 
had  no  resource  but  to  make  terms  with  his  grimly 
gleeful  neighbour,  who  at  last  consented  to  put  au 
end  to  the  wild  beast's  life,  if  he  might  not  only  be 
released  from  the  bargain  he  had  just  made,  but, 
in  addition,  be  himself  the  recipient  of  the  odd  ox. 
Sorely  chagrined,  the  second  squatter  consented. 
But  he  was  a  little  comforted  at  the  idea  of  a  slight 
revancJiethd^t  had  just  entered  his  head.  Watching 
his  chance,  as  the  other  approached  to  deal  the 
fatal  blow,  with  a  desperate  effort  he  tore  out  the 
bear's  claws  from  the  bark — setting  the  infuriated 
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aniBiii  fine— and  tiiea  fl«l  ai  M  ip«li  #iK8 
cabiii)  lesfing  ike  two  mgmal  oomlMllaffiiirtt'ill^ 
it  oalbetween  tlieiradTefl« 

TbB  partieiilani  of  ilie  eontest  even  InifiBott 
bfw  not  preserved — ihe  ieqnel  totiid  ninnfiiFO^idiftjr 
totting  that  Iialf  an  hour  kter  tbe  first  ^qoMm^ 
senitched  and  bloodjTy  bobbted  domlf  «]^  to^  tiie 
cdmi,  remarking  eatirieally  ae  bo  throir  doiriil^feo 
broken  axe: —  ;  '  ^- 

^Tbtttf  ne^boor;  Fm  afindd  Tyo  tgSbsi^  ^ 

axe,  bat  I'm  sure  I've  spiled  the  bar.    iRaiA^ 

you'd  let  one  o'  yonr  ketle  boys  drive  tbiiftore 

ox  over  to  my  house  f  " 

*  •  •  • 

After  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  their  planter 
friend  for  a  few  days  longer,  our  travellers  once 
more  resumed  their  journey;  and  proceeded  up 
the  great  Mississippi,  towards  the  cold  countries 
of  the  North. 
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CHAPTEE    XLIII. 

THE  FOLAB  BEAB. 

A  11BW  weeks  after  leaving  the  Louisiana  planter, 
our  hunters  were  receiving  hospitality  from  a  very 
different  kind  of  host,  a  "  fur-trader."  Their  head- 
quarters was  Fort  Churchill,  on  the  western  shore 
of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  once  the  chief  entrep6t  of 
the  famous  company  who  have  so  long  directed 
the  destinies  of  that  extensive  region — sometimes 
styled  Prince  Eupert's  Land,  hut  more  generally 
known  as  the  "  Hudson's  Bay  Territory." 

To  Fort  Churchill  they  had  travelled  almost 
due  north — first  up  the  Mississippi,  then  across 
land  to  Lake  Superior,  and  direct  over  the  lake  to 
one  of  the  Company's  posts  on  its  northern  shore. 
Thence  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  rivers,  and  "  portages" 
to  York  factory,  and  on  northward  to  Port 
Churchill.  Of  course,  at  Port  Churchill  they 
had  arrived  within  the  range  of  the  great  white  or 
Polar  bear  (urms  maritimus),  who  was  to  he  the 

X  2 


next  object  of  their  "  chaase,"  la  tlie  Dciglll3oa^ 
hood  of  Tork  factory,  and  even  i'uitlier  to  the 
Boutb,  they  might  have  found  hcara  of  thia  apeciea: 
for  the  ursus  marithnus  eitouds  his  wanderings  all 
round  the  aliorea  of  Hudson'a  Bay — though  not  to 
those  of  Jamea'  Bay  further  south.  Tho  latitude 
of  55"  is  hia  aoutbern  limit  upon  the  continent 
of  America  j  hut  this  only  refers  to  the  shores 
of  Labrador  and  those  of  Hudson's  Bay.  On  the 
western  coast  Bebring'a  Straits  appears  to  form 
bia  boundary  aouthward ;  and  even  within  these, 
for  some  distance  along  both  the  Asiatio  and 
American  shores,  he  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  wan- 
derera.  Hia  favourite  range  is  among  the  vast 
conglomeration  of  isUinds  and  peninsulas  that 
extend  around  Hudson'a  and  BafGn's  Bays — in- 
cluding the  icebound  coasts  of  Greenland  and 
Labrador — while  going  westward  to  BehriDg's 
Straits,  although  the  great  quadruped  ia  occa- 
sionally met  with,  he  is  much  more  rare.  Some- 
what in  a  similar  manner,  are  the  white  bears 
distributed  in  the  eastern  hemisphere.  While 
found  in  great  plenty  in  the  Frozen  Ocean,  in  its 
central  and  eastern  parts,  towards  the  west,  on  the 
northern  coasts  of  Bussia  and  Lapland,  they  are 
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never  seen — except  when  by  chance  they  have 
strayed  thither,  or  been  drifted  upon  masses  of 
floating  ice. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  that  this  species  of 
bear  lives  almost  exclusively  near  the  sea,  and  hy 
the  sea.  He  may  be  almost  said  to  dwell  upon  it : 
since  out  of  the  twelve  months  in  the  year,  ten  of 
them  at  least  are  passed  by  him  upon  the  fields  of 
ice.  During  the  short  summer  of  the  Arctic 
regions,  he  makes  a  trip  inland — rarely  extending 
it  above  fifty  miles,  and  never  over  a  hundred — 
guided  in  his  excursions  by  the  courses  of  rivers 
that  fall  into  the  sea.  His  purpose  in  making 
these  inland  expeditions,  is  to  pick  up  the  fresh- 
water fish ;  which  he  finds  it  convenient  to  catch 
in  the  numerous  falls  or  shallows  of  the  streams. 
He  also  varies  his  fish  diet  at  this  season,  by 
making  an  occasional  meal  on  such  roots  and 
berries  as  he  may  find  growing  along  the  banks. 
At  other  times  of  the  year,  when  all  inland  water 
is  frozen  up,  and  even  the  sea  to  a  great  distance 
from  land,  he  then  keeps  along  the  extreme  edge 
of  the  frozen  surface,  and  finds  his  food  in  the  open 
water  of  the  sea.  Sea-fish  of  different  species, 
seals,  the  young  walrus,  and  even  at  times  the 


310  BBULN.  I 

young  of  tlie  great  whalo  itself,  become  Lis  prey—      ' 
all  of  which  he  hunts  and  captures  witt  a  skill  and 
cunning,  tLat  appears  more  the  result  of  a  reason- 
ing process  than  a  mere  instinct. 

Hia  natatory  powers  appear  to  faaTe  do  limit: 
at  all  events,  be  haa  "been  met  with  swimming 
about  in  open  water  full  twenty  miles  from  either 
ice  or  land.  He  haa  been  often  seen  much  further 
from  shore,  drifting  upon  masses  of  ice ;  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  he  cared  much  for  the  footing 
thus  afforded  him.  It  is  quite  possible  he  can 
swim  as  long  as  it  pleases  him,  or  until  his  strength 
may  beeomo  eshausted  by  hunger.  While  going 
through  the  water,  it  does  not  appear  necessary 
for  him  to  make  tbe  slightest  effort ;  and  he  can 
even  spring  up  above  the  surface,  and  bound 
forward  after  the  manner  of  porpoiaea  or  other 


If  any  quadruped  has  ever  reached  the  pole,  it 
is  the  polar  bear  ;  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  his 
range  extends  to  this  remarkable  point  on  the  earth's 
surface.  Moat  certainly  it  may,  if  we  suppose  that 
there  is  open  water  around  the  pole — a  supposition 
that,  by  analogical  reasoning,  may  be  proved  to  be 
correct.  The  daring  Parry  found  white  bean  at  82°; 


THE  POIJLII  BEAB.  311 

and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  traverse 
the  intervening  zone  of  500  odd  miles,  almost 
as  easily  as  the  fowls  of  the  air  or  the  fish  of  the 
sea.  "No  doubt  there  are  polar  bears  around  the 
pole;  though  it  may  be  assumed  for  certain  that 
none  of  them  ever  attempts  to  "  swarm  "  up  it,  as 
the  white  bear  is  not  the  best  climber  of  his  kind. 
The  female  of  the  polar  bear  is  not  so  much 
addicted  to  a  maritime  life  as  her  liege  lord.  The 
former,  unless  when  barren,  keeps  upon  the  land ; 
and  it  is  upon  the  land  that  she  brings  forth  her 
young.  When  pregnant,  she  wanders  off  to  some 
distance  £rom  the  shore ;  and  choosing  her  bed,  she 
lies  down,  goes  to  sleep,  and  there  remains  until 
spring.  She  does  not,  like  other  hybernating 
bearsy  seek  out  a  cave  or  hollow  tree ;  for  in  the 
desolate  land  she  inhabits,  ofttimes  neither  one  nor 
the  other  could  be  found.  She  merely  waits  for  the 
setting-in  of  a  great  snow-storm — ^which  her  in- 
stinct warns  her  of— and  then,  stretching  herself 
under  the  lee  of  a  rock — or  other  inequality,  where 
the  snow  will  be  likely  to  form  a  deep  drift — she 
remains  motionless  till  it  has  "  smoored"  her  quite 
up,  often  covering  her  body  to  the  depth  of  several 
feet.    There  she  remains  throughout  the  winter, 


813  BE 

completely  motionless,  and  apparently  in  a  stale  of 
torpor.  Tto  heat  of  Iier  body  thawing  the  snow 
that  cornea  immedintely  in  contact  with  it,  together 
with  some  warmth  from  her  limited  breathing,  in 
time  enlarges  tlie  space  around  her,  so  that  she 
reclines  inside  a  sort  of  icy  ehell.  It  is  fortunate 
that  circiimstnncea  provide  her  with  this  extra 
room :  since  in  due  courBe  of  time  she  will  stand 
in  need  of  it  for  the  company  she  expects. 

And  in  process  of  time  it  is  called  into  usu. 
When  the  Hpring  sun  begins  to  raelt  the  snow 
outside,  the  bear  becomes  a  mother,  and  a  brace  of 
little  white  cubs  make  their  appearance,  each  about 
as  big  as  a  rabbit. 

The  mother  does  not  immediately  lead  them 
forth  from  their  snowy  chamber ;  but  continues 
to  suckle  them  tJiere  until  they  are  of  the  size 
of  Arctic  foxes,  and  ready  to  take  the  road.  Then 
she  makes  an  effort,  breaks  through  the  icy  crust 
that  forms  the  dome  of  her  dwelling,  and  com- 
mences hor  journey  towards  the  sea. 

There  are  times  when  the  snow  around  her  has 
become  so  Srmly  caked,  that,  with  her  strength 
exhausted  by  the  suckling  of  her- cubs,  the  bear  is 
finable  to  break  through  it.     In  a  case  of  this 
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kind,  she  is  compelled  to  remain  in  an  involuntary 
durance — until  the  sun  gradually  melts  the  ice 
around  her  and  sets  her  free.  Then  she  issues 
from  her  prolouged  imprisonment,  only  the  sha- 
dow of  her  former  self,  and  scarce  able  to  keep 
her  feet. 

The  JN'orthern  Indians  and  Eskimos  capture 
hundreds  of  these  hybernating  bears  every  season — 
taking  both  them  and  their  cubs  at  the  same  time. 
They  find  the  retreat  in  various  ways :  sometimes 
by  their  dogs  scraping  to  get  into  it,  and  some- 
times by  observing  the  white  hoar  that  hangs  over 
a  little  hole  which  the  warmth  of  the  bear's  breath 
has  kept  open  in  the  snow. 

The  hunters,  having  ascertained  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  the  animal's  body,  either  dig  from  above, 
and  spear  the  old  she  in  her  bed ;  or  they  make  a 
tunnel  in  a  horizontal  direction,  and,  getting  a 
noose  around  the  head  or  one  of  the  paws  of  the 
bear,  drag  her  forth  in  that  way. 

To  give  an  account  of  the  many  interesting 
habits  peculiar  to  the  polar  bear — with  others 
which  this  species  shares  in  common  with  the  Bruin 
family — would  require  a  volume  to  itself.  These 
habits  aro  well  described    by  many  writers    of 
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veracity, — such  as  Lyon,  Hearne,  Eichardaon,  nnd 
a  long  array  of  other  Arctic  eiplorera.  It  is  there- 
fore unnecosaary  to  dwell  on  them  here — where  we 
have  only  apace  to  narrate  an  adventure  which 
occurred  to  our  young  beor-huntera,  while  pro- 
curing the  akin  of  this  interesting  quadrnped. 


CHAPTEE  XLIV. 

TKE    OLD    BIIE    BUBBOimDES. 

Tbet  had  been  for  Bome  days  on  the  look-out  for 
awhite  bear ;  and  had  made  eeveral  excursions  from 
the  Fort — going  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Seal 
river,  which  runs  into  Hudson's  Bay  a  little  farther 
to  the  north.  On  all  these  excursions  they  had 
been  unsuccessful ;  for,  although  they  had  eeveral 
times  come  upon  the  track  of  the  bears,  and  had 
even  seen  them  at  a  distance,  they  were  unable  in 
a  single  instance  to  get  within  shot.  The  difficulty 
arose  from  the  level  nature  of  the  ground,  and  its 
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being  quite  destitute  of  trees  or  other  cover,  under 
winch  they  might  approach  the  animals.  The 
eountry  around  Fort  Churchill  is  of  this  character — 
and  indeed  along  the  whole  western  shore  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  where  the  soil  is  a  low  alluviom, 
without  either  rocks  or  hills.  This  formation  runs 
landward  for  ahout  a  hundred  miles — constituting 
a  strip  of  marshy  soil,  which  separates  the  sea 
from  a  parallel  limestone  formation  further  inward. 
Then  succeed  the  primitive  rocks,  which  cover 
a  large  interior  tract  of  country,  known  as  the 
"Barren  Grounds." 

It  is  only  on  the  low  belt  adjoining  the  coast 
that  the  polar  bear  is  found ;  but  the  females  range 
quite  across  to  the  skirts  of  the  woods  which  cover 
the  limestone  formation.  Our  hunters  therefore 
knew  that  either  upon  the  shore  itself,  or  upon  the 
low  alluvial  tract  adjoining  it,  they  would  have  to 
search  for  their  game;  and  to  this  district  they 
confined  their  search. 

On  the  fifth  day  they  made  a  more  extended 
excursion  towards  the  interior.  It  was  now  the 
season  of  midsummer,  when  the  old  males  range 
up  the  banks  of  the  streams:  partly  with  the 
design  of  catching  a  few  fresh- water  fish,  partly  to 
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nibble  a.1;  the  sweet  berries,  but  ubovo  all  to  meet 
the  females,  who  juat  then,  with  their  half-grown 
Cuba,  come  coyly  seaward  to  meet  their  old  friends 
of  the  prerious  year,  and  introduce  their  offspring 
to  their  fathers,  who  up  to  thia  hour  bave  not  set 

0    th    p  t      curaion  our  huntera  were  more 

fortun  t  th  n  b  f  re ;  since  they  not  only  wit- 
nea  da  un  n  of  this  sort,  but  succeeded  in 
mall  a  pt  of  the  whole  family, — father, 
mother,  and  cubs. 

They  had  on  thia  occasion  gone  up  the  Churchill 
river,  and  were  aacending  a  branch  stream  that  nma 
into  the  latter,  some  milea  above  the  fort.  Their 
mode  of  travelling  was  in  a  bircli-bark  canoe:  for 
horses  are  almost  unknown  in  the  territory  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  excepting  ia  those  parta  of 
it  that  consist  of  prairie.  Throughout  most  of  thia 
region  the  only  means  of  travelling  is  by  canoes 
and  boats,  which  are  managed  by  men  who  follow 
it  aa  a  calling,  and  who  aro  styled  "voyageura." 
They  are  nearly  all  of  Canadian  origin —  many  of 
them  half-breeda,  and  extremely  Ekilful  in  the 
navigation  of  the  lakes  and  rivera  of  this  untrodden 
wilderneaa.     Of  course  most  of  them  are  in  the 
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employ  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  CompaDy ;  and  when 
not  actually  engaged  in  "  voyaging "  do  a  little 
hunting  and  trapping  on  their  own  account. 

Two  of  these  voyageurs — kindly  furnished  by 
the  chief  factor  at  the  fort — propelled  the  canoe 
which  carried  our  young  hunters ;  so  that  with 
Pouchskin  there  were  five  men  in  the  little  craft. 
This  was  nothing,  however,  as  birch-bark  canoes 
are  used  in  the  Territory  of  a  much  larger 
kind — some  that  will  even  carry  tons  of  merchan- 
dise and  a  great  many  men.  Along  the  bank  of 
the  stream  into  which  they  had  now  entered  grew 
a  selvage  of  willows — here  and  there  forming  leafy 
thickets  that  were  impenetrable  to  the  eye ;  but 
in  other  places  standing  so  thinly,  that  the  plains 
beyond  them  could  be  seen  out  of  the  canoe. 

It  was  a  likely  enough  place  for  white  bears  to 
be  found  in — especially  at  this  season,  when,  as 
already  stated,  the  old  males  go  inland  to  meet 
the  females,  as  well  as  to  indulge  in  a  little  vege^ 
table  diet,  after  having  confined  themselves  all 
the  rest  of  the  year  to  fish  and  seal-flesh.  The 
voyageurs  said  that  there  were  many  bulbous  roots 
growing  in  those  low  meadows  of  which  the  bears 
are  very  fond  i  and  also  larvae  of  certain  insects^ 


found  in  he^^  like  antbilla — vhich  by  Bruin  ixe 
■•toemed  &  ddioof  of  tbe  rarest  km<L 

For  thii  iMBOn  our  hunters  vrere  regard- 
ing tbe  land  on  both  sidea  of  the  Btreani, 
acCMJOiMJlj  studing  up  ia  the  canoe  to  recon- 
noitre over  the  tops  of  the  willows,  or  peedog 
Uuoogb  t]iem  nhtre  thoy  grew  thiiilj.  While 
jMHiDg  (^posite  one  of  the  breaks  in  the  n'illovr- 
gEOTe,  K  Hpectacle  came  before  their  ejes  that 
eaued  (hem  to  order  the  canoe  to  be  stopped, 
and  the  vo/^[ean  to  rest  on  their  oara. 

Alexia,  who  had  been  upon  the  look-out,  at  first 
did  not  know  what  to  make  of  the  spectacle :  eo  odd 
was  the  grouping  of  the  figures  that  composed  it. 
He  could  see  a  large  number  of  animals  of  qtiad- 
rupedal  form,  bat  of  diifereDt  colours.  Some  were 
neatly  white,  others  brown  or  reddish  brown,  and 
several  were  quite  black.  All  appeared  to  have 
long  shaggy  hair,  cocked  ears,  and  large  bushy 
tails.  They  were  not  standing  at  rest,  but  moving 
about — now  tunning  rapidly  from  point  to  point, 
now  leaping  up  in  the  air,  while  some  were  rushing 
round  in  circles  I  In  all  there  appeared  to  be 
thirty  or  forty  of  them ;  and  tbey  covered  a  apace 
of  ground  about  as  large  as  a  drawing-room  floor. 
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There  was  a  slight  haze  or  mist  hanging  over 
the  meadow,  which  hindered  Alexis  from  having 
a  clear  view  of  these  anin^als ;  and,  through  the 
magnifying  influence  of  this  sort  of  atmosphere, 
they  appeared  as  large  as  young  oxen.  Their 
form,  however,  was  very  different  from  these ;  and 
from  their  pointed  ears,  long  muzzles,  and  full 
bunching  tails,  Alexis  could  think  of  nothing  else 
to  compare  them  to  but  wolves.  Their  varied 
colours  signified  nothing :  since  in  these  northern 
lands  there  are  wolves  of  many  varieties  from 
white  to  black ;  and  wolves  they  really  were — only 
magnified  by  the  mist  into  gigantic  proportions. 

Alexis  had  not  viewed  them  long  before  per- 
ceiving that  they  were  not  all  wolves.  In  their 
midst  was  an  animal  of  a  very  different  kind — much 
larger  than  any  of  them ;  but  what  sort  of  a  crea- 
ture U  was  the  young  hunter  could  not  make  out. 

Ivan,  who  had  risen  to  his  feet,  was  equally 
puzzled  to  tell. 

It  appeared  as  large  as  half  a  dozen  of  the 

wolves  rolled  up  into  one,  and  was  whiter  than 

^  the  whitest  of  them ;  but  it  looked  as  if  it  had  a 

hunch  upon  its  back ;  and  altogether  more  like  a 

shapeless  mass  of  white  bristly  hair  than  a  regularly- 


formed  quadruped.  It  must  be  an  animal,  howcTer, 
D9  its  motions  testified ;  tor  it  was  seen  to  ba 
turning  round  and  round,  and  at  intervals  darting 
forward  a  pace  or  two,  as  if  working  its  way  iu 
tlie  direction  of  the  river. 

"Whatever  the  aniniul  was,  it  soon  became  clear 
that  it  was  battling  with  the  wolvoa  that  sur- 
rounded it ;  and  this  accounted  for  the  singular 
marements  that  these  last  were  making,  na  well  as 
for  their  fierce  barking  and  growling  that,  in  con- 
fused chorus,  filled  the  air.  At  intervals,  and  still 
louder,  could  he  heard  a  different  sort  of  crj^ 
slirill  and  plaintive,  like  the  hinny  of  a  mule — 
and  evidently  proceeding  not  from  the  wolves, 
but  from  the  huge  white  animal  which  they  were 
assailing. 

The  Toyageura  at  once  recognized  the  cry. 

"A  bear! — a  sea  bear!"  exclaimed  both  to- 
getlier, 

Ouo  of  them  stood  up,  and  looked  over  the 
plain. 

"  Tea,"  aaid  he,  confirming  his  first  assertion. 
"An  old  she  it  is,  surrounded  by  wolves.  Ha!  it's 
her  cubs  they're  after!  Voila,  messieurs!  She's  got 
one  of  them  on  her  back.    Et\fant  de  garce,  how  the 
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old  beldam  keeps  them  at  bay  !  She's  fighting  her 
way  to  the  water ! " 

Guided  by  the  words  of  the  voyageur,  our 
hunters  now  perceived  clearly  enough  that  the 
white  object  appearing  over  the  backs  of  the 
wolves  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  large 
bear ;  and  that  which  they  had  taken  for  a  hunch 
upon  its  shoulders  was  another  bear — a  young 
one,  stretched  out  at  full  length  along  the  back 
of  its  mother,  and  clinging  there,  with  its  fore- 
arms clasped  around  her  neck. 

It  was  evident,  also,  as  the  voyageur  had  said, 
that  the  old  she  was  endeavouring  to  work  her  way 
towards  the  river — in  hopes,  no  doubt,  of  retreating 
to  the  water,  where  she  knew  the  wolves  would 
not  dare  to  follow  her.  This  was  evidently  her 
design :  for,  while  they  stood  watching,  she  advanced 
several  yards  of  ground  in  the  direction  of  the 
stream. 

Notwithstanding  the  fierce  eagerness  with  which 
the  wolves  kept  up  the  attack,  they  were  observing 
considerable  caution  in  the  conflict.  They  had 
good  reason :  since  before  their  eyes  was  an  example 
of  what  they  might  expect,  if  they  came  to  very 
close   quarters.      Upon  the    ground   over  which 
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the  fight  had  been  raging^  thiee  or  four  of  their 
number  were  seen  lying  apparently  de^ — vh3e 
others  were  limping,  aroondi  or  sneaked  off 
with  whining  criePi  liekizig  the  wonnds  they  had 
receiTod  from  the  long  claws  of  their  powecfbl 
adrersary. 

It  was  rather  an  odd  circumstance  for  tiie 
wdfes  to  have  thus  attacked  a  polar  bear—an 
antagonist  of  which  they  stand  in  the  utmosfe 

I 

dread.  The  thing,  howe?er,  was  explained  by  one 
of  the  Yoyageurs;  who  said  that  the  bear  in  questian 
was  a  weak  one — ^half  famished,  perhaps,  and  feeble 
from  having  suckled  her  young ;  and  it  was  the 
cubs,  and  not  the  old  bear  herself,  that  the  wolves 
were  after — thinking  to  separate  these  from  their 
mother,  and  so  destroy  and  devour  them.  Perhaps 
one  of  them  had  been  eaten  up  ahready :  since  only 
one  could  be  seen ;  and  there  are  always  two  cubs 
in  a  litter. 

Our  young  hunters  did  not  think  of  staying  longer 
to  watch  the  strange  encounter.  Their  sole  idea  was 
to  get  possession  of  the  bear  and  her  cub ;  and  with 
this  intent  they  ordered  the  voyageurs  to  paddle 
close  up  to  the  shore  and  land  them.  As  soon  as  the 
canoe  touched  the  bank,  both  leaped  out;   and. 
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followed  by  Foucbskin,  proceeded  towards  the 
scene  of  the  conflict, — the  voyageurs  remaining  in 
the  canoe. 


CHAPTEE  XLV. 

X  WHOLE   PAMILT   CAPTITEED. 

The  party  had  not  gone  more  than  a  dozen  steps 
from  the  water's  edge,  when  a  new  object  coming 
nnder  their  eyes  caused  them  to  halt.  This  was 
another  quadruped  that  at  that  moment  was  seen 
dashing  out  from  the  willows,  and  rushing  onward 
towards  the  scene  of  the  strife.  There  was  no  mis- 
taking the  character  of  the  creature.  Our  hunters 
saw  at  a  glance  that  it  was  a  large  white  bear — 
much  larger  than  the  one  surrounded  by  the 
wolves.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  male ;  who,  wandering 
in  the  thicket  of  willows — or,  more  likely,  lying 
there  asleep — had  not  till  that  moment  been  aware 
of  what  was  going  on,  or  that  his  wife  and  children 

T  2 
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were  in  suoli  deadly  danger.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
noise  that  had  awaked  him ;  and  he  was  just  in 
the  act  of  hastening  forward  to  the  rescue. 

With  a  shuffling  gallop  he  glided  over  the  plain 
— as  fast  as  a  horse  could  have  gone ;  and  in  a  few 
seconds  he  was  dose  up  to  the  scene  of  the  con- 
flict— ^to  which  his  presence  put  an  end  right  on 
the  instant.  The  wolves,  seeing  him  rush  open- 
mouthed  towards  them,  one  and  all  bolted  off;  and 
ran  at  full  speed  over  the  plain,  their  long  tails 
streaming  out  behind  them.  Those  that  were 
wounded,  however,  could  not  get  clear  so  easily ; 
and  the  enraged  bear,  charging  upon  these,  rushed 
from  one  to  the  other,  knocking  the  breath  out  of 
each  as  he  came  up  to  it,  with  a  single  '*  pat "  of 
his  heavy  paws. 

In  less  than  ten  seconds  the  ground  was  quite 
cleared  of  the  ravenous  wolves.  Only  the  dead  ones 
remained  on  it ;  while  the  others,  having  got  off  to 
a  safe  distance,  halted  in  straggling  groups ;  and, 
with  their  tails  drooping  upon  the  grass,  stood  gaz- 
ing back  with  looks  of  melancholy  disappointment. 

Bruin,  meanwhile,  having  settled  his  affair  with 
the  wounded  wolves,  ran  up  to  his  mate;  and, 
throwing  his  paws  around  her  neck,  appeared  to 
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congratulate  her  upon  her  escape !  And  now 
did  our  hunters  perceive  that  there  were  two 
cubs  instead  of  one — that  which  still  clung  fast 
upon  the  mother's  back,  and  another  which  was 
seen  under  her  belly,  and  which  she  had  been 
equally  protecting  against  the  crowd  of  assailants 
that  surrounded  her. 

Both  the  little  fellows — about  as  large  as  foxes 
they  were — now  perceived  that  they  were  out  of 
a  danger — which,  no  doubt,  they  had  perfectly 
comprehended.  That  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
dam  leaped  down  to  the  earth;  while  the  other 
crawled  out  "from  under;"  and  both  coming  toge- 
ther began  tumbling  about  over  the  grass,  and 
rolling  over  one  another  in  play,  the  parents 
watching  with  interest  their  uncouth  gambols. 

Notwithstanding  the  well-known  ferocity  of  these 
animals,  there  was  something  so  tender  in  the 
spectacle,  that  our  hunters  hesitated  about  advanc- 
ing. Alexis,  in  particular,  whose  disposition  was 
a  shade  more  gentle  than  that  of  his  companions, 
felt  certain  qualms  of  compassion,  as  he  looked 
upon  this  exhibition  of  feelings  and  affections  that 
appeared  almost  human.  Ivan  was  even  touched ; 
and  certainly  neither  he  nor  his  brother  would 


hsre  slain  these  creatures  oat  oC  mere  matan 
aport.  They  would  oot  hare  thought  of  encb  > 
thing  under  ordiuary  circamatances ;  and  it  wa* 
only  from  the  necesaity  they  were  under  of  pro- 
curing tbo  skin  that  they  thought  of  it  at  alL 
PerhapH  they  would  even  have  passed  this  group; 
anil  takou  tlieir  chaocea  of  finding  another,  that 
might  make  a  lesa  powerful  appeal  to  their  compas- 
aion  i  but  in  this  they  vrere  overruled  hy  Foucbskin, 
The  old  grenadier  was  aillicted  by  no  such  tender 
lentimetitB ;  and  throwing  aside  all  acruple,  before 
Ilia  youDR  masters  could  interfere  to  prerent  him, 
he  advanced  a  few  paces  forward,  and  discharged 
his  fuiil,  broadaide  at  the  biggest  of  the  bears. 

"Whether  he  hit  the  bear  or  not,  was  not  then 
known.  Certain  it  was  that  he  in  no  way  crippled 
the  animal;  for,  as  soon  as  the  smoke  had  cleared 
out  of  his  eyes,  he  saw  the  huge  quadruped  part 
from  the  side  of  his  mate,  and  come  charging 
down  upon  him. 

Pouohakin  hesitated  for  a  moment  whether  to 
withstand  the  attack,  and  had  drawn  his  knife  to 
be  ready ;  but  the  formidable  appearance  of  the 
antagonist,  hia  immense  size,  and  fierce  aspect, 
admoniahed  Pouchakin  that  in  this  case  discretion 
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might  be  the  better  part  of  valour,  and  he  yielded 
to  the  suggestion.  Indeed,  the  two  voyageurs  in 
the  canoe  were  already  shouting  to  all  three  to  run 
for  it — warning  them  of  the  danger  they  were  in 
by  the  most  earnest  speech  and  gesture. 

Ivan  and  Alexis  stood  their  ground  till  Pouch- 
skin  had  returned  to  where  they  were,  and  then 
both  fired  upon  the  bear.  They  may  have  hit  him 
or  not ;  but  the  huge  monster  showed  no  sign,  and 
only  appeared  to  charge  forward  the  faster. 

All  three  together  now  ran  for  the  boat.  It 
was  their  only  refuge ;  for  had  it  been  a  trial  of 
speed,  and  much  ground  to  go  over,  the  bear  would 
certainly  have  overtaken  them;  and  a  few  wipes 
from  his  paw  would  have  ended  the  life  of  one  or 
the  other — perhaps  of  the  whole  trio. 

It  was  fortunate  they  had  the  boat  to  flee  to : 
else  Pouchskin's  imprudence,  in  provoking  the 
bear,  might  have  led  to  a  fatal  termination. 

Quick  as  their  legs  could  carry  them  they  made 
for  the  canoe ;  and  one  after  the  other  leaped  into 
it.  Without  even  waiting  for  them  to  seat  them- 
selves, the  two  voyageurs  pushed  off  from  the 
bank,  suddenly  shooting  the  craft  out  into  the 
middle  of  the  stream. 


But  tbU  did  not  bUj  tbe  pursuit  of  the  infu- 
^  Ijated  bear,  nor  even  delay  him  for  a  moment. 

On  reacbiog  the  bank,  be  did  not  make  halt; 
but,  launching  out,  sprang  down  with  a  plunge 
upon  tlio  water.  Then,  stretching  his  body  at 
full  length,  be  swam  direct  after  the  canoe. 

The  craft  had  beea  turned  head  down  tiio 
liatreaoi;  and,  what  with  the  help  of  the  current 
I  and  the  impulse  of  the  oars,  it  swept  onward  with 
arrow-like  rapidity.  But  for  all  that  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  tho  bear  was  gaining  upon 
it — his  broad  paws  enabling  him  to  Bwim  with  the 
Telocity  of  a  fish — while  every  now  and  then  ho 
rose  above  the  surface,  and  bounded  forward 
to  a  distance  of  several  feet  through  the 
air! 

The  voyageurs  plied  their  paddles  with  all  their 
akill  and  energy ;  there  was  the  dread  of  deatb  to 
stimulate  them  to  the  utmost  eiertion  of  their 
strength.  They  knew  well,  that,  if  the  bear  should 
succeed  in  coming  up  with  the  canoe,  he  would 
either  mount  into  it,  and  drive  all  of  them  into  the 
water ;  or,  what  was  more  probable,  he  would 
upset  the  craft,  and  spill  the  whole  party  out  of  it. 
In  either  case,  there  would  be  the  danger  of  coming 
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in  contact  with  his  claws  ;  and  that,  they  knew,  was 
the  danger  of  death  itself. 

The  hunters  were  all  three  busj  reloading  their 
guns ;  and  getting  ready  to  fire  before  the  enemy 
should  be  up  to  them. 

They  were  not  in  time,  however.  With  the 
motion  of  the  boat,  and  the  constrained  attitudes 
in  which  it  placed  them,  the  loading  was  a  slow 
process  ;  and,  before  any  of  the  three  had  a 
bullet  down,  the  bear  was  close  astern.  Only 
Ivan  had  a  barrel  loaded ;  and  this,  unfortu- 
nately, was  with  small  shot,  which  he  had  been 
keeping  for  waterfowl.  He  fired  it,  nevertheless, 
right  into  the  teeth  of  the  pursuer ;  but,  instead 
of  stopping  him,  it  only  increased  his  rage,  and 
roused  him  to  make  still  greater  efforts  to  overtake 
the  canoe. 

Pouchskin,  in  despair,  threw  down  his  gun,  and 
seized  upon  an  axe,  that  by  good  luck  had  been 
brought  in  the  boat.  "With  this  firmly  grasped 
in  his  hands,  and  kneeling  in  the  stern,  he  waited 
the  approach  of  the  infuriated  swimmer. 

The  bear  had  got  close  up  to  the  boat — in  fact 
was  within  the  length  of  his  own  body  of  touching 
it.    Believing  himself  now  near  enough,  he  made 
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one  of  hk  prodigiona  bounds,  and  laondied  himself 
forward.  His  sharp  dawanittled  against  the  bireh 
bail^  tearing  a  large  flake  from  the  craft.  Had 
this  not  given  waj,  his  hold  would  haTe  been  com- 
plete; and  the  boat  would,  in  all  likelihood,  hare 
been  dragged,  stem  foremost^  under  water.  But 
the  fidhire  of  hia  clutch  brought  the  head  of  tiie 

monster  once  more  on  a  level  with  the  vaibce; 

■ .  ■.  I 

and  before  he  could  raise  it  to  make  a  second 

t  ■  ,  ■  ■  ■ 
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spring,  the  great  wedge  of  steel  descended  upon 
his  erovrn,  and  went  crashing  through  hia  skulL    . 

Almost  in  the  same  instant,  he  was  seen  to 
turn  over  in  the  water ;  bis  limbs  moved  only  with 
a  spasmodic  action ;  he  gave  a  feeble  kick  or  two 
with  his  long  hind-legs;  and  then  his  carcass 
floated  along  the  surface,  like  a  mass  of  white 
foam. 

It  was  soon  secured,  and  drawn  out  upon  the 
bank — for  the  purpose  of  being  stripped  of  its 
snow-white  robe. 

Our  young  hunters  would  have  been  contented 
to  have  left  the  others  alone — neither  the  female 
nor  her  cubs  being  required  by  them.  But  the 
voyageurs — who  were  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
skins  of  all  three  on  their  own  account — proposed 


A  WHOLE   FAMILY   CAPTITEBD.  331 

returning  to  effect  their  destruction ;  and  in  this 
proposal  they  were  backed  by  Pouchskin,  who  had 
a  natural  antipathy  to  all  bears. 

It  ended  in  the  killing  of  the  dam,  and  the 
capturing  of  her  cubs  alive;  for,  encumbered  as 
the  old  she  was  with  her  offspring,  she  was  soon 
overtaken,  and  fell  an  easy  victim  to  the  volley 
of  bullets  that  were  poured  into  her  from  all  sides 
at  once. 

With  the  skins  of  the  old  bears,  and  the  cubs 
tied  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  our  hunters 
started  back  down  stream ;  but  they  had  scarce 
parted  from  the  place,  before  the  ravenous  wolves 
returned — not  only  to  devour  the  carcases  of  the 
bears,  but  also  those  of  their  own  comrades  that 
had  fallen  in  the  encounter  ! 
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CHAPTER  XLVI. 

THB    BiLBBSK    GBOUKDS. 

Thb  '^  Barren  Ground  bear  "  was  next  to  be  songbt 
for ;  but  to  reach  the  haunts  of  this  animal,  a  long 
and  toilsome  journey  must  be  made.  That  tract  of 
the  Hudson's  Baj  territory  known  as  the  **  Barren 
G-rounds,"  extends  from  the  shores  of  the  Arctic 
Sea  as  far  south  as  the  latitude  of  the  Churchill 
river ;  bounded  eastward  by  Hudson's  Bay  itself, 
and  westward  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  of  which  the 
Oreat  Slave  and  Athapescow  are  the  principal. 

This  immense  territory  is  almost  unexplored  to 
the  present  hour.  Even  the  Hudson's  Bay  trap- 
pers have  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  it.  It 
has  been  crossed  in  one  or  two  places,  and  skirfced 
by  exploring  parties,  but  it  is  still  almost  a  terra 
ignotOy  except  to  the  four  or  five  tribes  of  Indians 
who  dwell  around  its  borders,  and  the  Esquimaux, 
who  venture  a  little  way  into  it  along  the  coast  of 
the  Arctic  Sea. 
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Before  proceeding  to  hunt  the  Barren  Ground 
bear,  let  us  say  a  word  about  his  species.  By  writers, 
both  old  and  modern,  he  has  been  variously  classed. 
Even  the  ablest  naturalist  who  has  written  about 
him  is  puzzled  as  to  his  species.  Wd  speak  of  Sir 
John  Eichardson,  the  companion  of  the  lamented 
Franklin,  and  himself  one  of  the  great  men  of  the 
earth.  Sir  John  first  regarded  this  bear,  though  very 
doubtfully,  as  a  variety  of  the  ursus  americanus,  or 
American  black  bear.  Later  observations  influ- 
enced him  to  change  this  opinion ;  and  again  with 
modest  doubtfulness — characteristic  of  the  man — 
he  suggests  his  being  a  variety  of  the  urstis  arctos, 

"We  shall  make  bold  to  affirm  that  he  is  a  variety 
of  neither ;  but  a  distinct  species  of  bear. 

"We  shall  give  our  reasons — and  first,  as  to  his 
distinctness  from  the  ursus  americanus.  He  is  not 
like  the  latter,  either  in  colour,  shape  of  body,  bulk, 
profile,  physiognomy,  length  of  feet  or  tail.  In  all 
these  respects  he  bears  a  greater  resemblance  to 
the  ursus  arctos,  or  even  to  his  nearer  neighbour, 
the  grisly  (ursus  ferooo).  He  differs  from  both 
these,  however,  in  other  points — as  will  presently 
be  seen.  Again,  he  is  of  a  fiercer  disposition  than 
the  black  bear,  and  more  dangerous  to  the  hunter 
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— almost  ae  mach  bo  as  the  grisly,  and  quite  bb 
much  33  the  browD.  Moreover,  he  dwells  in  a 
country  in  which  the  black  bear  could  not  make 
his  home.  To  the  esiatence  of  the  latter,  tlie 
forest  is  easential ;  and  he  ia  never  found  far  out 
of  it.  It  is  not  the  higher  latitude  that  keeps  him 
out  of  the  Barren  Grounds,  but  the  absence  of 
timber.  This  ia  proved  by  the  fact  of  his  being 
found  quite  as  far  northn'Drd  as  any  part  of  the 
Earreo  Grounds,  but  where  the  limestone  formt- 
tioE  favours  the  growth  of  trees  ;  whereas,  ainotjg 
the  primitive  rocks  to  the  north  of  Nelson  river, 
the  black  bear  does  not  exist — the  very  region  that 
appears  most  favourable  to  the  existence  of  the 
Barren  Ground  species — who  cares  not  for  trees, 
and  cannot  climb  them. 

Still  another  material  difference  may  be  pointed 
out.  [The  black  bear,  in  his  normal  state,  is  alto- 
gether frugivorous — a  true  vegetable  feeder.  The 
other  is  carnivorous  and  piscivorous — at  one  season 
killing  and  eating  marmots  and  mice,  at  another 
ficquentiug  the  sea  coast  and  sabsisting  upon  fish. 
In  a  word,  the  two  bears  are  as  unlike  as  may  be — 
they  are  distinct  species. 

To  compare  the  Barren  GIronnd  bear  with  the 
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ursus  arctos.  The  former  is  certainly  much  more 
like  this  species^  than  he  is  to  the  urstis  ameri" 
eanus;  but  again  we  encounter  notable  points  of 
difference ;  and  were  it  not  for  a  certain  resem- 
blance in  colour,  it  is  possible  the  two  kinds 
would  never  have  been  brought  into  comparison. 
It  is  easy,  however,  to  prove  them  also  distinct 
species — ^by  simply  observing  that  their  habits  are 
altogether  unlike.  The  ursus  arctos  is  a  tree- 
climbing  wood  hear:  the  Barren  Ground  species 
is  not.  The  former  prefers  a  vegetable  diet — the 
latter  likes  better  fish,  flesh,  and  insects — ^though 
he  will  also  fill  his  stomach  with  a  farrago  of 
vegetable  matters. 

But  to  say  nothing  of  the  very  different  habits 
of  the  two  animals,  there  is  a  yellowish  tinge  over 
the  fur  of  the  American  species,  that  is  not  ob- 
served in  the  brown  bears  of  European  countries— 
except,  perhaps,  in  those  of  the  Pyrenees— and 
at  certain  seasons  this  tinge  turns  so  pale,  as  to 
give  a  whitish  appearance  to  the  animal:  hence, 
by  the  Indians,  they  are  often  termed  "white 
bears." 

It  is,  besides,  altogether  improbable,  that  the 
brown  bear  of  Europe  should  turn  uij  ixi  \Jaa 


"Barren  Grounds"  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  ter- 
ritorj — an  iaolfited,  treeless  tract — quite  unlike 
Ilia  habitat  in  tbe  Old  "World;  and  towliichno  line 
of  migration  could  be  traced  with  much  probability. 
Wb  might  suppose  eucli  a  migration  through 
Siberia  and  Itussian  America ;  and  certainly  there 
is  some  probability  in  this  view :  for  although  it 
baa  been  hitherto  stated  that  tbe  Barren  Ground 
bear  is  only  found  within  the  limitB  of  tbe  peculiar 
diatrict  bo  called,  it  is  ver}'  certain  that  hia  range 
extends  beyond  these  boundaries.  The  brown  bear 
of  Russian  America  and  the  Aleutian  Islands  ap- 
pears to  be  identical  with  this  species ;  and  there  is 
a  suspicion  that  the  brown  species  of  Kamscbatka 
JB  no  other  thaa  the  Barren  Ground  bear  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay.  The  fishing  habits  of  the  former 
go  some  ways  towards  an  identification  of  the  two 
species — at  the  same  time  separating  both  from 
the  wrsus  arclot  of  Scandinavia. 
'  It  needs  hardly  to  be  argued,  that  tbe  Barren 
Ground  bear  is  quite  a  distinct  animal  from  tbe 
grisly — though  writers  hare  often  confounded 
them.  They  are  diSeient  in  size  and  colour. 
Though  the  grisly  ia  sometimes  brown,  it  is 
always  with  a  miiture  of  white  tipped  hairs ;  but 
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the  most  essential  distinction  is  to  be  found  in  the 
greater  ferocity  of  the  latter,  and  his  far  longer 
and  more  curving  claws.  Many  other  points  might 
be  mentioned — showing  them  to  be  animals  of  two 
separate  species— besides,  their  range  is  altogether 
distinct. 

The  Barren  Ground  bear,  then,  is  not  the  tirsus 
arctos,  americanus,  or  jferoiv,  "What  then?  Has 
])e  received  no  specific  name  from  the  naturalists  P 
Not  yet.  Alexis,  however,  bestowed  one  upon  him. 
!^e  named  him  after  the  man  who  has  given  the 
clearest  account  of  his  country  and  his  habits ;  and 
whom  Alexis  deemed  most  worthy  of  the  honour. 
In  his  journal  we  find  the  record.  There  it  is 
written,  that  the  Barren  Ground  bear  is  the  ursus 
IticJiardsonii, 


'io'gii  ■-  '.'.i.'i  fid  btm  {VjS:iid  f^ik  1o  Tiboi^i  isJasi^ 

jewidef  ill  iwrit^'Mg^^iGi.'ite^^wil^^ 

i^ttny  degrees  to  tKe  $&ti!d^<f{4Uii^iMeT^,^^ 
Richardsonii  rarelj  wand^s  to  a  lower  latitude. 
Upon  the  shores  of  the  Slave  Lake,  however,  they 
would  be  certain  to  encounter  him ;  and  thither 
they  repaired. 

They  were  fortunate  in  the  time  of  the  year* 
The  annual  "  brigade  "  of  boats  belonging  to  the 
Great  Pur  Company  was  just  setting  out  from  York 
Pactory,  for  Norway  House  on  Lake  "Winnipeg ; 
and  thence  a  division  of  it  would  proceed  to  the 
posts  still  further  northward — on  Lake  Athapescow 
and  the  waters  of  the  Mackenzie  Eiver — passing 
through  the  Slave  Lake  itself.  Their  object,  of 
course,  in  their  annual  journey  is  to  distribute  at 
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the  fur  stations,  the  goods,  brought  from  England 
by  the  Company's  ships,  and  in  return  bring  back 
the  peltries  collected  throughout  the  winter. 

"With  the  brigade,  then,  went  our  hunters ;  and 
after  enduring,  in  common  with  the  others,  the 
hardships  and  perils  incidental  to  such  a  long 
inland  voyage,  they  at  length  found  themselves  at 
the  point  of  their  destination — Fort  Eesolution,  on 
the  Q-reat  Slave  Lake,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
bearing  the  same  appellation.  The  canoe  of  an 
Indian  fisherman — of  which  there  are  many  dwell- 
ing around  the  shores  of  this  great  inland  sea — was 
soon  pressed  into  service ;  and  with  the  fisherman 
(who  of  course  was  a  hunter  also)  for  their  guide 
and  companion,  they  could  make  convenient  ex- 
cursions along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  land  when- 
ever they  pleased,  and  search  for  Bruin  in  the 
localities  where  he  was  most  likely  to  be  encoun- 
tered. In  this  they  were  assisted  by  their  hired 
guide ;  who  was  not  long  in  putting  them  upon 
the  trail  of  a  bear.  In  fact,  in  the  very  first  ex- 
cursion which  they  made,  one  of  the  true  breed 
was  discovered  and  captured. 

The  circumstances  attending  his  capture  were 
of  no  very  particular  interest ;  but  as  they  illuatxaifc 
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one  of  the  habits  of  this  species,  we  shall  give 
them  as  lecorded  in  the  journal  of  Alexis. 

They  were  paddling  gentlj  along  the  shore-^ 
through  water  that  was  as  calm  as  a  pond — when, 
at  a  great  distance  ahead  of  them,  the  Indian 
observed  a  slight  rippling  upon  the  surface,  and 
pointed  it  out.  It  was  not  caused  bj  the  wind ; 
for  there  was  not  a  breath  stirring  at  the  time ; 
and  it  was  not  like  the  whitish  curl  which  a  breeze 
casts  upon  the  surface  of  water.  It  resembled 
more  a  series  of  little  wavelets,  such  as  proceed 
from  a  stone  plunged  into  a  deep  pool,  or  from  a 
disturbance  of  the  water  caused  by  the  movements 
of  some  animal.  The  Indian  said  that  it  was  a 
bear :  though  there  was  no  bear,  nor  any  living 
thing  in  sight ! 

As  the  canoe  moved  nearer,  our  hunters  perceived 
that  there  was  an  indentation  on  the  shore — a 
little  creek  or  bay  out  of  which  the  ripples  were 
proceeding.  The  guide  knew  that  there  was  such 
a  bay ;  and  believed  that  the  bear  would  be  found 
somewhere  within  it,  swimming  about  in  the  water. 

The  hunters  did  not  stay  to  inquire  the  reason 
why  Bruin  should  be  thus  bathing  himself?  There 
was  no  time :  for  just  at  that  instant  the  Indian 
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beached  his  canoe ;  and  desired  them  all  to  debark 
and  follow  such  farther  instructions  as  he  might  give 
them.  Without  hesitation  they  accepted  his  invita- 
tion ;  resolved  to  act  according  to  his  counsel. 

The  Indian,  after  making  his  boat  fast,  took  the 
route  inland,  followed  by  the  other  three.  After 
going  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  he  turned 
to  the  left,  and  conducted  the  party  around  the 
shore  of  the  bay— which  trended  in  a  semicir- 
cular or  horse-shoe  shape.  He  did  not  take  all  of 
them  around ;  but  only  one,  whom  he  stationed  on 
the  opposite  side.  This  was  Fouchskin.  Ivan  he 
had  already  placed  on  the  nearer  side,  and  Alexis 
at  the  bottom — so  that  they  were  thus  set  at  the 
three  angles  of  a  triangle,  nearly  equilateral. 

On  assigning  to  each  of  them  his  station,  the 
Indian  further  instructed  them  to  creep  forward 
among  the  bushes — which  still  separated  them  from 
the  water — and  to  do  so  without  making  any  noise, 
till  they  should  hear  a  "  whoop "  from  himself. 
Tliis  would  be  the  signal  for  them  to  show  them- 
selves around  the  edge  of  the  bay — in  the  water  of 
which  the  Indian  hunter  was  confident  a  bear  was 
bathing  himself.  He  himself  returned  to  his  canoe. 

Agreeably  to  his  instructions,  the  three  hunters 


ernwled  furward — each  on  Lis  own  line  of  approach. 
and  oil  obaerving  the  greatest  cnution  and  silence. 
Ab  Boon  ns  tbeir  eyes  rested  upon  the  water,  thev 
perceived  the  correctness  of  the  Indian's  conjectare, 
A  bear  there  wns,  sure  enough  ! 

They  saw  aiily  liis  bead  ;  but  tliis  whs  BufGeient 
for  Bruin's  identification  :  since  no  similar  cranium 
could  have  been  encountered  in  auob  a  place. 

Ab  the  Indian  had  apprised  them,  the  bear  was 
swimming  about  in  tbe  bay ;  but  for  what  pur- 
pose it  was  at  first  difficult  to  make  out.  To  their 
astonishment,  he  swam  withiiis  mouth  wide  open- 
so  tbat'  tbey  could  see  the  interior  of  bis  great 
encarmiued  palate,  while  bia  long  tongue  flapped 
out  at  intervals,  and  appeared  to  sweep  the  surface 
of  tbe  water.  At  interrala,  too,  he  waa  seea  to 
close  bis  moutb— tbe  huge  jaws  comiog  together 
witb  a  "  clap-clnp,"  tbe  noise  of  which  conld  be 
heard  echoing  far  over  tbe  lake ! 

He  did  not  go  long  in  one  course;  but  ever  and 
anon  kept  tnming  himself,  and  quartering  the  bey 
in  every  direction. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  the  spectators  coold 
find  any  explanation  of  these  odd  manosuvisa  on 
tbe  part  of  tbe  bear.    They  mi^it  have  iEancicd  he 
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was  merely  taikiDg  a  cool  batb  to  refresh  himself  2 
for  the  day  was  exceedinglj  hot,  and  the  air  was 
filled -with  moaqjuitoesh'-ias  our  hunters  had  already 
learnt  to  their  great  dkeomfoTt.  It  might  have 
beexL  to  get  rid  of  these  tormentors  that  Bruin 
had  Biabmeirged  hk  body  im  the  water;  and  so 
Pouidftskin  conduded,  and  also  Ivan — though  both 
were  puzzled  by  the  odd  behaviour  of  the  bear,  in 
swimming  opeo^mouthed,.  and  at  intervals  snapping 
his  jaws  a»  he  did*  Alexis,  however,  was  a  better 
reaBoner;  ^oid  soon  discov^ed  the  why  and  the 
wherefore  of  these  mysterious  demonstrations^ 
Alexia)  saw  that  the  surface  of  the  water  was 
thickly  coated  wii^i  something ;  and,  on  scrutinizing 
it  more  closely,  he  made  out  this  something  to  be 
a  swarm  of  insects.  There  appeared  to  be  more 
than  one  species  of  them — two  indeed  there  were 
-r—both  about  the  size  oi  ordinary  gadflies;  but 
altogether  different  from  each  other  in  colour  ^id 
habits.  One  was  a  sort  of  water-beetle  that  swam 
near  the  surface;  while  the  other  was  a  winged 
insect  that  occasionally  rose  into  the  air,  but  meove 
generally  crawled  along  the  water-*making  Aovt, 
runs  from;  place  to  places  then  stopping  a  momezkf ^ 
and  then  darting  on  againu    The  whole  sur&oer  d£ 


the  bair — and  even  out  for  some  distance  into  tbe 
lake — fwrly  awarraed  with  these  creatures  ;  and  it 
was  in  pursuit  of  them  that  Bniin  was  ivbiaking 
hia  toDgue  ho  mpidly  about,  and  bringin;;  his  jawa 
together  in  sucU  sonorous  concussion.  The  animal 
was  simply  indulging  in  a  favourite  meal — which  in 
auiomer  ia  furnished  him  not  only  on  the  shores 
of  the  Great  Slave  Lake,  but  moat  of  the  smaller 
lakes  throughout  the  Barren  Grounds. 

Alexia  had  scarce  finished  m.ibing  the  observa- 
tion, when  a  loud  "  whoop "  was  heard  from  the 
direction  of  the  lake;  and  almost  at  the  same 
inatant  the  canoe  of  the  Indian  was  seen  shooting 
through  the  water,  right  for  the  entrance  of  the  bay ! 

Obedient  to  the  signal,  tbe  three  hunters  roshed 
oat  from  their  cover,  and  ran  forward  upon  tbe 
beeeh — each  holding  his  gun  in  readiness  to  fire. 
The  bear,  seeing  himself  thus  suddenly  and  nn- 
expectedly  surrounded,  at  once  gave  over  his  fly- 
trapping;  but,  irresolute  in  which  direction  to 
repeat,  he  turned  round  and  round  in  the  water, 
first  swimming  a  bit  one  way  and  then  another.  At 
length,  rearing  himself  high  above  the  surface,  and 
ahowing  his  sharp  teeth,  he  uttered  a  deep  growl 
of  rage,  and  dashed  recklessly  towards  the  shore. 
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It  was  to  Ivan's  side  he  first  directed  himself; 
but  Ivan  was  upon  the  watch ;  and,  advancing  close 
to  the  edge  of  the  water,  he  took  aim  and  fired. 

His  bullet  struck  the  bear  right  upon  the  snout, 
and  it  appeared  to  have  spun  him  round — so  quickly 
was  he  seen  heading  in  the  opposite  direction. 

It  was  now  Pouchskin's  turn ;  and  in  a  second 
after  the  loud  report  of  the  grenadier's  gun  went 
booming  over  the  lake,  while  the  ball  splashed  the 
water  right  into  the  eyes  of  the  bear.  Though  it 
did  not  hit  any  part  of  his  body,  it  had  the  effect 
of  half-turning  him — so  that  he  now  swam  towards 
Alexis,  stationed  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

Alexis  took  the  matter  more  coolly.  There  was 
a  convenient  tree  behind — to  which  he  intended 
to  retreat  in  case  of  missing — and  this  influenced 
him  to  hold  his  ground,  till  the  bear  should  come 
near  enough  to  ensure  a  certain  aim. 

The  bear  swam  straight  on,  until  within  some 
ten  yards  of  where  Alexis  was  standing ;  when  all 
at  once  he  appeared  to  take  the  rue,  and  was 
turning  off  to  one  side.  This  was  just  what  Alexis 
desired :  it  brought  the  head  of  the  animal  broad- 
side towards  him,  and,  taking  steady  aim,  he  planted 
his  ballet  a  little  under  the  left  ear« 


It  was  a  dead.  diot.  The  huge  creatute,  loaded 
with  fat,  Bank  inetaDtl;  to  the  bottom ;  but  fortu- 
nately the  water  was  ehallow ;  and  the  ludian  now 
with  his  cuiOB,  eoon  fished  up  the 
cucasB,  uid  towed  it  out  upon  the  beach — where 
its  fur  coat  waa  atripped  off  in  a  trice. 


J.  4,*,..., 
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3?HB  grisly  bear  (ttmu  Jvrete),  the  fien»>t  and 
most  fbnnidable  of  the  ursine  famHy,  was  the  sent 
to  be  captured  and  skinned; 

(The  moge  of  the  grialy,  though  wider  tinaa.  tbaC 
of  the  Barren  Oiround  bear,  is  still  not  so  «xtflndve 
as  that  of  th&  wtus  amerieaaut.  The  great  cbun 
or  oordillera  of  the  Bocky  Mountains  may  be  taken 
Rs'Mie««ia  of  iiisvangfr— since  he  is  found  throngh- 
oub  its  vbole  extent,  Irom  Mexico  to  he  dedon- 
ei<Ht  ntap'  the  ^area  of  tha  Arctic  Sea.  Botso 
writenK  have  asserted'  tdiat  he  is  condned  to  these 
mountain?,  bub'tiiatis  aa  eiroK    Ta  theigeitof 
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ifaem  he  is  encotintered  throughout  all  the  countries 
Ijing  between  tiie  Eoekj  Mountains  and  the  Pacific 
eeastr-^wberever  circumstances  are  fayourable  to 
his  e^iistence ;  and  to  the  east  he  extends  his 
wanderings  for  a  considerable  distance  inta  the 
great  ^ains^— though  niowhere  so  &r  as  to  the 
wooded  countries  near  the  meridian  of  the  Missis^ 
flippi.  In  these  the  black  beair  is  the  only  forest- 
ranger  of  the  familj. 

Woods  are  not  the  favourite  haunt  of  the  grislj 
bear;  and  although  in  youth  he  can  make  a 
sort  of  scramble  up  a  tree,  when  full  grown  his 
enormous  claws  —  ^ways  blunted  at  the  tips- — 
hinder  him  firom  climbing.  Low  bushy  thicketE^ 
.with  open  ^ades  intervening— and  especially  where 
the  ujidcirwood  consists  of  berry-bearing  bushes — 
are  his  chosen  retreats^  He  often  sallies  out  into 
the  open  ground ;  and  on  those  prairies  where 
grows  the  pomme  blanehef  or  "  Indian  turnip  '• 
{pBoraha  esculent  a)  y  he  may  be  seen  tearing  up 
the  earth  with  his  claws,  and  leaving  it  turned 
into  farrows — as  if  a  drove  of  hogs  had  been 
^* rooting"  the  ground.  On  the  bottoms  of  the 
streams  he  also  digs  up  the  '^kamas"  ro(yt 
i^sakaasia  leiculeiifa^f   the    '^  yampah  *^    {aiieiTium 
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^1  fraveolma),  tlie  "kooyah"  {Valeriana  edulis),  and 
^B  tlie  root  of  a  epscies  of  thistle  {airciwm  mrjmiO' 
H  Tiuin).  Many  species  of  fruits  and  berries  furnish 
^H  blm  with  an  occasional  meal ;  and  the  eweet  pods  of 
^M  tlie  mesijnites  (species  of  acacia),  and  the  cones  of 
^B  the  piiion  ti^c  {pinus  edulis)  form  portions  of  bis 
■      varied  larder. 

He  does  not,  however,  confide  himself  to  a 
vegetahla  diet.  Like  most  of  his  kind,  he  is  also 
eornivoroua,  and  will  dine  off  the  carcass  of  a  horse 
or  huffnlo.  The  latter  animal,  notwithstanding  its 
enormous  hoik  and  strength,  frequently  falls  a 
prey  to  the  grisly  bear.  The  long  masses  of  hair 
that  hang  over  the  eyes  of  the  buffalo,  hinder  it 
from  perceiving  the  presence  of  an  enemy ;  and, 
•  unless  warned  by  the  scent,  it  ie  easily  approached. 
The  bear,  knowing  this,  steals  up  against  the  wind ; 
and,  when  within  safe  distance,  springs  upon  the 
hind  quarters  of  the  ruminant,  and  cramping  it 
in  his  great  claws,  succeeds  in  dragging  it  to  the 
ground.  He  is  even  able  to  transport  the  bugo 
carcass  to  a  considerable  distance — for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  it  in  some  thicket,  and  devouring  it 
at  his  leisure. 
.    The  grisly  bear  is  more  like  to  the  brown  bear 
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of  Europe  than  to  any  other  species  of  the  genus. 
His  fur  is  long  and  shaggy — not  presenting  the 
even  surface  which  characterizes  the  coat  of  the  black 
bear.  It  is  generally  of  a  dark-brown  colour — the 
hair  being  whitish  at  the  tips,  more  especially 
during  the  summer  season,  when  it  becomes 
lighter  coloured.  The  head  is  always  of  a  grizzled 
grey ;  and  it  is  this  appearance  that  has  obtained 
for  the  animal  its  specific  name.  There  are  brown, 
reddish-brown,  bay  or  cinnamon  -  coloured,  and 
white-breasted  varieties  of  the  black  bear ;  but  the 
Indians  can  distinguish  all  these  from  the  true 
grisly  at  a  glance.  In  all  of  the  latter,  where 
there  are  white  hairs  intermingled  with  the  fur,  it 
is  always  observable  that  these  odd  hairs  are  white 
to  the  roots ;  whereas  the  hoary  appearance  of  the 
grisly  is  caused  by  only  the  tips  of  the  hair  being 
white.  This  characteristic  is  constant ;  and  would 
of  itself  justify  a  distinction  being  made  between 
the  species ;  but  there  are  many  other  points  of 
greater  importance.  The  ears  of  the  grisly  are 
shorter,  more  conical,  and  set  wider  apart  than  in 
either  the  ursus  americanus  or  arctos.  His  claws 
are  white,  arched,  far  longer,  and  broader  than 
those  of  the  other  bears — their  greatest  breadth 
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beiug  aciois  their  upper  surface.  Underneath  titey 
are  chamfered  away  to  a  sharp  edge ;  aud  projeot- 
ing  far  beyoad  tho  hair  of  the  foob,  they  cut  like 
chisels  wh<?Q  the  ammal  strikes  a  blow  with  them. 
His  huge  paw  is  both  brooder  and  longer  thsn  that 
of  other  bears  ;  while  his  tail,  oa  the  other  hand,  is 
short  and  incoDBpicuous-^eiog  coosplet^y  baned 
niider  the  fur  of  his  buttocks.  So  characteristic  ia 
this  appendage  for  its  estreme  shortaess,  that  it  is 
a  staodiog  joke  amoDg  the  Indians — when  they 
hsve  killed  a  ^is!y  bear — to  desire  any  one  unac- 
quaiul^d  with  the  anima!,  to  take  hold  of  its 
tail! 

Thifl  appendage  in  the  urtu*  oKerieamu  and 
t§rtiu  aretot  is  conspicaoos  enough;  and  in  the 
Barrea  Ground  bear  is  still  longer  than  in  eitbar. 

There  could  be  no  possibility  of  mistaking  ao 
eld  or  full-grown  grisly  for  any  of  the  kindred 
Bpeciea.  Both  in  size  and  aspect  he  is  different. 
It  is  only  in  the  case  of  young  or  half-  grown 
apecimeuB  where  a  mistake  of  this  kind  is  likely  to 
be  made.  The  enormous  size  of  the  old  males — 
often  weighing  1,000  lbs.,  and  quite  equalling  the 
largest  indinduals  of  the  ursut  tnaritimu* — rendws 
Uiem  easy  of  identification;  though  it  is  certoia 
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tliat  under  favoarable  cireumstances  the  ursut 
arcfos  often  attains  to  a  similar  bulk. 

In  ferocity  of  disposition,  however,  in  carni- 
vorous inclination,  and  in  strength  and  power  to 
carry  out  his  mischievous  propensities,  no  bear, 
not  even  the  tirsus  maritimus,  appears  to  be  a 
match  for  this  monster  of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 
The  hunter  never  thinks  of  attacking  him,  unless 
when  assisted  by  a  number  of  his  comrades ;  and 
even  then  it  may  be  a  fatal  encounter  for  one  or 
more  of  them.  Were  it  not  for  the  advantage 
obtained  by  their  being  mounted  on  horseback,  the 
grisly  would  always  have  a  wide  berth  given  him  ; 
but  fortunately  this  fierce  quadruped  is  unable  to 
overtake  the  mounted  hunter — although  he  can 
easily  come  up  with  a  man  on  foot. 

As  to  fearing  or  running  away  from  a  human 
antagonist,  the  younger  grislies  may  sometimes 
do  so;  but  when  an  old  male  has  been  attacked 
the  case  is  quite  different.  A  full-grown  individual 
will  stand  his  ground  against  a  crowd  of  assailants — 
charging  from  one  to  the  other,  and  showing  fight 
so  long  as  there  is  breath  in  his  body. 

The  number  of  .Indian  and  white  hunters,  who 
have  either  been  killed  or  badly  mutilated  b^ 


grialy  bears,  is  almost  incredible.  "Were  it  not 
that  these  men  are  usually  mounted  oii  good 
horsea  the  list  would  have  been  still  greater;  and 
Ilia  intended  victims  often  find  another  raeana  of 
eacaping  from  hia  clawe — by  taking  to  a  tree. 

Tortunate  it  is  that  nature  baa  not  bestowed 
upon  the  grisly  the  power  of  tree  climbing  j  else 
many  a  pursued  huuter,  who  has  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  branches  of  a  friendly  cottonffood, 
might  haye  found  hia  refuge  anything  but  a 
seours  one. 

In  fact,  climbing  into  a  tree — when  one  can  ba 
reached — ia  the  common  resource  of  all  peraons 
pursued  by  the  grisly  bear ;  and  by  tbia  means  did 
our  huntera  themeelvea  escape  from  a  brace  of 
infuriated  grialies,  while  engaged  in  hunting  these 
formidable  aaimala. 
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CHAPTEE  XLIX. 

A    FUB-THADEE's     FOIiT. 

H^viiTG  settled  their  accounts  with  Bruin  of  the 
Barren  Grounds,  our  travellers  proceeded  down 
the  Mackenzie  river  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  post  of 
Port  Simpson.  Thence  they  ascended  a  large 
tributary  of  the  Mackenzie,  known  as  the  "  Eiver 
of  the  Mountains," — or  as  the  Canadian  voyagers 
call  it,  Biviere  ana:  Liards.  This  large  stream  has 
its  sources  far  beyond  the  highest  peaks  of  the 
Eocky  Mountains :  thus  exhibiting  the  curious 
phenomenon  of  a  river,  breaking  through  a  chain  of 
mountains  in  a  transverse  direction ;  though  the 
same  occurs  in  several  other  parts  of  the  Eocky 
Mountain  range,  and  also  in  the  Andes  of  South 
America.  On  the  Biviere  aux  Liards  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  have  several  posts — as  Ports 
Simpson,  Liard,  and  Halkett — the  last-mentioned 
being  fiar  up  among  the  mountains.  Westward 
again,  upon  the  Pacific    side,  they  have  other 
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trading  stations — tbe  most  important  of  n'Lich  is 
tbat  of  Polly's  Banks,  situated  at  the  junction  of 
Lenia,a!id  Pelly  rivera.  TLese  rivers,  after  join- 
ing, run  into  the  Pacific,  not  far  from  Mount 
St,  ElioB^long  noted  aa  a  laadmark  to  the  navi- 
gators of  the  North  Pacific  ocean. 

From  Port  Halkett,  a  route  has  been  eatabliahed 
to  the  post  at  PeUy's  Banks  by  raeana  of  Deaee'a 
river^which  is  one  of  the  effluents  of  tho  Hwiere 
au2!  Liards — and  partly  by  canoe  navigation  and 
partly  by  "  portage ; "  the  continent  can  ba 
1  this  northern  latitude.  Prom  Pelly'a 
Sanka  to  the  Pacific  coast  the  route  ia  still  easier 
— for  not  only  do  the  Busaians  visit  theae  parta, 
but  there  are  native  Indian  traders  who  go  twice 
every  year  from  Polly's  Banks  to  Sitka — the 
eaitrep6t  of  the  Bussian  Eur  Company — and  tbe 
Lynn  channel,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Sitka,  ia  also 
visited  by  the  ateamere  of  the  Hudsoa'a  Bay 
Company  itself. 

.  Our  travellers  would  therefore  have  no  difQculty 
in  reaching  Sitka;  and  thence  crossing  to  tho 
peninsula  of  Kamachatka,  on  the  Asiatic  coaat. 
On  their  way  over  the  £ocky  Mountains,  they 
would  be  certain  to  fall  in  with  the  grisly ;  and  ia 
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the  countries  lying  along  the  Pacific,  they  could 
obtain  that  variety  of  the  ursus  americanus,  known 
as  the  "  cinnamon  bear  " — for  it  is  to  the  west  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains  —  in  California,  Oregon, 
British  Columbia,  and  Eussian  America — ^that  this 
spice-coloured  species  is  most  frequently  met  with. 

A  party  of  fur-traders  and  trappers  were  just 
starting  from  Fort  Simpson  to  carry  supplies  up 
to  the  posts  of  Liard  and  Halkett;  and  along 
with  them  our  travellers  went. 

On  reaching  the  last-named  station,  they  came 
to  a  halt,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  the  grisly. 

They  were  not  long  in  starting  their  game — for 
this  fierce  monster  of  the  mountains  is  far  from 
being  a  scarce  animal.  In  fact,  in  those  districts 
which  they  choose  for  their  "  beat,'*  the  grisly 
bears  are  more  numerous  than  most  other  quadra^ 
peds ;  and  not  un&equently  half  a  dozen  or  more- 
of  them  may  be  seen  together.  It  is  not  that  they 
are  gregariov^  ;  but  simply,  that,  being  in  consider* 
able  numbers  in  a  particular  neighbourhood,  acci* 
dent  thus  brings  them  together.  To  see  troops  of 
four  associating  together  is  very  common;  but  these 
are  merely  the  members  of  one  family — male, 
female,  and  yearling  cubs — for  two  is  the  number 
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of  tlie  progeny — the  grisly  bear  in  this  respect 
reBembling  hU  congener  of  the  wrfus  maritimui, 
and  differijig  as  eBsentially  from  the  bkck  and 
brown  bears — with  whom  three  is  the  usual  number 
of  cubs  at  a  birtii. 

There  are  good  reasons  why  the  grisly  bears 
are  not  ia  mucli  danger  of  bL'Jng  exterminated.  In 
the  first  ])]aee,  their  flesh  is  of  inferior  quality. 
Even  the  Indians  will  not  eat  it  j  while  they  relish 
that  of  the  black  species.  Secondly,  their  robe  is 
of  scarce  any  value,  and  fetches  but  a  trifling  price 
in  the  fur-market.  Tiiirdly — and  perhaps  the  inost 
powerful  reason  of  all— is  that  the  hunter  cares  not 
to  risk  his  life  in  an  encounter  with  these  animals, 
knowing  that  there  is  no  adequate  reward  for  sueh 
risk.  For  this  reason  "  Old  Ephraim  "—as  the 
trappers  jocosely  style  the  grisly — is  usually  per- 
mitt-cd  to  go  his  way  without  molestation ;  and, 
therefore,  instead  of  being  thinned  off  by  an  ex- 
terminating chase — such  as  is  pursued  against  the 
buffalo,  or  even  the  black  bear,  whose  robe  is 
marketable— the  grisly  maintains  his  numerical 
strength  in  most  places  where  he  is  found. 

AtPort  Halkett — In  consequeaceof  a  scarcity  of 
hands,  and  the  great  pressure  of  business,  in  for- 
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warding  the  brigade  onward  to  the  Pally  Station — 
our  young  hunters  were  unable  to  obtain  a  guide ; 
and  therefore  started  out  for  the  chase  alone — 
Pouchskin,  of  course,  being  one  of  the  party. 

The  trading  post  of  Fort  Halkett  being  situated 
in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  region — without  any 
cultivated  ground  or  other  settlement  around  it — 
they  would  not  have  far  to  go  before  finding  a 
grisly.  Indeed,  they  were  as  likely  to  meet  with 
one  within  sight  of  the  Port  as  anywhere  else ;  and 
from  the  moment  of  passing  through  the  gate  of  the 
stockade  they  were  on  the  look-oufc. 

They  had  not  the  good  fortune,  however,  to  meet 
with  one  so  very  easily,  for  although  they  came 
upon  the  traces  of  bears,  and  saw  numerous  signs 
of  them,  they  could  not  set  eyes  upon  them ;  and 
returned  from  their  first  excursion  rather  dis- 
heartened with  their  day's  work. 

In  one  thing,  however,  they  had  their  reward. 
They  had  succeeded  in  shooting  one  of  the  rarest 
animals  of  America,  a  creature  only  met  with  in 
the  more  northern  districts  of  the  Eocky  Moun- 
tains— that  is,  the  "  Eocky  Mountain  goat "  {capra 
americana).  This  rare  quadruped — whose  long, 
snow-white,  silky  hair  renders  it  one  of  the  ma^^ 
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attractive  of  animals — is  a  true  wild  goat ;  and  the 
only  species  of  the  genua  indigenous  to  America. 
It  18  about  the  size  of  tlie  common  domestic  breeds, 
and  horned  as  they;  but  the  ehining  hair  over  its 
flanks  and  body  is  frequectly  so  long  aa  to  hang 
down  almost  to  ita  hoofs — giving  the  animal  the 
appearance  of  having  a  much  heavier  body  and 

fnucli  shorter  lega  than  it  really  baa.  Iiike  tfaa 
-ibex  of  Europe,  it  ia  only  met  with  on  the  loflieBt 
Bummits  of  the  mouatains,  upon  peaka  and  cliSa 
inaceesaible  to  almost  every  other  quadruped — the 
mountain  sheep  alone  excepted.  It  is  much  shyer 
than  the  latter,  and  far  more  difBcnlt  of  approach — 
the  consequence  being,  that  ita  beautiful  skin, 
though  highly  prized,  and  commanding  a  good 
price,  is  but  rarely  obtained,  even  by  the  moat 
expert  hunters. 

Having  succeeded  in  bringing  doTvn  one  of  these 
|weciou8  animals,  our  young  hunters  were  satisfied 
vith  their  day's  work — almost  as  veil  as  if  it  had 
been  a  grisly  they  had  killed. 

On  their  second  day's  excursion,  however,  this 
feat  was  also  accomplished — as  we  shall  now  proceed 
to  relate. 
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CHAPTEE  L. 

TBEED   BY   OLD   EPHBAOf. 

They  had  got  about  a  mile  from  the  Fort ;  and 
were  proceeding  cautiously  along  through  a  hilly- 
country,  where  thicket-like  groves  grew  inter- 
spersed with  patches  of  open  ground,  forming  park- 
like scehery.  There  are  many  scenes  of  this  cha- 
racter in  the  valleys  of  the  Eocky  Mountains ;  and 
in  the  more  northern  latitudes  these  groves  often 
consist  of  berry-bearing  bushes — such  as  wild  cur- 
rants, bird  and  choke  cherries,  the  amelanchier  and 
Mjppophde  canadensis.  Of  all  these  fruits  the  grisly 
bear  is  known  to  be  exceedingly  fond ;  and  as  the 
thickets  among  which  our  hunters  had  entered 
contained  many  trees  of  the  above  kinds — at  that 
season  drooping  nnder  their  ripe  fruit — it  was  but 
reasonable  to  expect  they  might  find  some  of  the 
grislies  engaged  in  gathering  them.  They  had 
been  told  at  the  fort  that  this  was  a  favourite 
browsing-place  of  the  bear ;  and,  as  they  passed 


tloDg  tbey  had  erideoce  of  tbe  correctness  of  the 
informatioa  hy  seeing  the  cherrj-trees  with  their 
bitnohes  broken — nni  some  of  the  etems  puUed 
down  into  a  slaating  position, — evidently  done  by 
the  bean  to  enable  them  to  get  convenicotly  at  the 
flmit.  Prom  the  trees  that  iiad  been  treated  in 
thia  rough  manaer  all  the  fruit  had  been  stripped 
off  .aa  clean  aa  if  a  party  of  "  cherry-pickers  "  had 
ptaaed  that  vajr. 

The  raragea  eshibitod  a  very  i-ecent  sign.  Most 
of  them  must  have  been  doue  within  a  week ;  and 
one  tree  looked  aa  freshly  tora,  as  if  it  had  been 
pulled  about  that  yery  morning. 

Of  courao,  with  such  indications  before  their 
eyes,  our  hunters  were  adrancing  on  the  gui  vive 
— nob  knowing  the  iustaot  that  Bruin  might  break 
out. 

It  would  not  be  correct  to  Bay  that  they  were 
proceedipg  with  caution.  Had  they  been  suf- 
ficiently cautious,  they  would  not  have  been  there 
afoot.  Of  course  they  were  on  foot — since  no  horses 
could  ho  procured  in  these  parts.  To  go  afoot  in 
puranit  of  auch  game  aa  grisly  bears  waa  the  height 
of  indiscretion ;  and  tbe  traders  had  told  thent  bo  ; 
but  they  made  light  of  what  they  had  been  told,  for 
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two  reasons, — first,  because  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary they  should  kill  a  grisly  and  strip  him  of  his 
skin ;  and  secondly,  because  our  young  hunters, 
Pouchskin  as  well,  had  but  a  very  indefinite  idea 
of  the  risk  they  were  running.  They  had  heard 
that  the  grisly  was  one  of  the  fiercest  of  its  kind ; 
but  because  it  was  called  a  bear,  and  they  had 
now  hunted  and  killed  so  many  other  bears,  they 
fancied  this  one  might  be  as  easily  conquered  as 
any  of  its  congeners.  They  had  heard  that  these 
animals  often  turn  tail  and  run  away  at  sight  of 
man ;  but  these  stories  are  deceptive.  The  bears 
that  do  so  are  either  juvenile  grislies  or  brown 
individuals  of  the  ursus  americanus — which  are 
often  mistaken  for  the  grisly. 

With  "  old  Ephraim  "  himself  the  case  is  quite 
different,  as  we.  have  already  said.  On  sight  of 
a  human  enemy,  instead  of  running  away,  the 
grisly  more  frequently  runs  towards  him,  charging 
forward  with  open  mouth,  and  often  without  having 
received  the  slightest  provocation. 

Of  this  fact  our  hunters  had  proof  almost  upon 
the  instant.  They  had  entered  a  wide  tract,  sparsely 
covered  with  trees ;  but  such  small  trees,  and  so 
thinly  standing  over  the  ground,  that  the  hunters 


migljt  have  fancied  them  to  linve  been  planted; 
and  that  they  were  entering  within  tlie  boundariea 
of  BOme  old  orchard.  The  tract  tlms  charac- 
terized was  about  fiyft  or  ali  acres  in  superficial 
extent ;  and  surrounded  by  the  sa.me  kind  of  cop- 
pice that  covered  most  of  the  face  of  the  country. 

Under  the  thin  trees  there  was  neither  under- 
wood, uor  long  graaa  ;  and  they  could  see  between 
their  trunks  in  every  direction,  to  the  edge  of  the 
jungle  that  grew  around. 

"While  walking  quietly  along,  a  singular  noise 
reached  their  ears,  that  caused  tbem  suddenly  to 
halt  in  their  tracks,  It  caused  thorn  to  turn 
also :  for  the  noise  appeared  to  come  from  behind 
them.  It  resembled  the  hurried  breathing  of  a 
person  badly  afflicted  with  asthma ;  but  so  much 
louder,  that  if  it  had  proceeded  from  human  langa, 
they  could  only  have  been  those  of  nn  asthmatic 
giant! 

It  was,  in  reality,  a  gigantic  creature  that  pro- 
duced the  noise :  since  it  was  neither  more  nor  leas 
than  a  grisly  bear.  Not  one  alone,  but  a  brace  of 
these  monstrous  animals — a  male  and  female,  no 
doubt — were  seen  at  that  moment  by  the  edge  of 
the  thicket,  out  of  which  the   hunters   had  just 
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emerged.  Both  were  fitandiag  on  their  hind  limbs, 
and  both  uttering  the  strange  snnffing  noise  that 
had  attracted  attention  to  them.  Other  noises 
were  now  mingled  with  these — sharp  querulous 
grunts — and,  by  the  gestures  which  the  bears  were 
making,  it  was  evident  they  not  only  saw  the 
three  hunters  in  the  open  ground,  but  were  re- 
eonnoitering  them  perhaps  with  an  intention  to 
make  an  attack  upon  them ! 

Our  hunters  were  quite  taken  aback.  They  had 
expected,  at  least,  to  have  been  allowed  the  ini- 
tiative in  any  conflict  that  might  occur ;  but  they 
now  saw  that,  instead  of  being  the  assailing  party, 
they  were  likely  to  be  the  assailed ! 

They  had  no  time  for  deliberation ;  for  the  brace 
of  bears,  apparently  having  satisfied  themselves 
with  their  threatening  demonstrations,  dropped 
down  on  all-fours,  and  came  galloping  onward— 
almost  as  fast  as  horses  could  have  done  ! 

The  three  hunters  fired  at  once ;  and  not  with- 
out effect :  for  one  of  the  bears  fell  to  their  shots. 
It  was  the  smaller  one,  and  that  which  had  been 
foremost.  Acting  without  concert,  they  had  all 
aimed  at  the  same  animal — choosing  that  which 
was  nearest;    and  this  was  unfortunate^  for  hft.4. 


some  one  of  them  sighted  the  other  and  bigger 
bear,  they  might  have  given  him  a  wound  that 
would  have,  at  least,  crippled  him. 

As  it  wns,  he  had  neither  been  Bhot  at,  nor 
touched;  and  the  fall  of  his  mate — for  it  was  tiie 
malo  who  survived — now  bo  completely  exasperated 
him, 'that  he  rushed  on  with  the  full  determination 
to  deal  death  among  the  enemies  who  had  be- 
reaved him. 

It  was  fortunate  that  be  stopped  a  moment 
ovec  bis  fallen  companion.  He  did  so  as  if  to 
convince  himself  that  she  was  dead.  It  was  only 
for  an  instant;  but  a  precious  instant  that  was  to 
all  three  of  the  bunters.  It  gave  them  sufficient 
time  to  take  to  a  tree — each  springing  up  to  the 
one  that  was  most  convenient.  Alexia  and  Ivan 
being  yonng  and  nimble,  easily  accomplished  this 
feat ;  bat  it  cost  Fouchakin  an  effort ;  and  he  came 
very  near  making  it  in  vain.  He  had  got  his  arms 
over  a  branch,  and  was  drawing  his  great  booted 
legs  after  him ;  but,  before  he  could  raise  them  to 
a  sufficient  height,  the  bear  had  arrived  upon  the 
ground,  and  reared  upward  to  seize  him. 

Ivan  and  Alexis  uttered  a  simultaneous  shout  of 
alarm.     They  saw  the  shoggy  fore  arms  of  the 
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quadraped  doubled  around  the  legs  of  their  faith- 
ful follower ;  and  were  looking  to  see  Pouchskin 
in  another  moment  pulled  down  from  the  tree. 
"What  was  their  delight,  as  well  as  astonishment, 
on  seeing  the  bear  fall  "  slap  "  back  to  the  earth — 
with  one  of  the  ex-grenadier's  great  boots  fast 
clutched  between  his  paws — while  Pouchskin  him- 
self was  seen  gliding  upward  to  the  top  branches 
of  the  tree ! 

A  shout  of  joy  followed  the  cry  of  alarm,  to  which 
they  had  just  given  utterance ;  and  without  another 
word  all  three  hastened  to  reload  their  guns. 

Meanwhile  the  disappointed  bear  appeared  deter- 
mined to  revenge  himself  on  the  boot ;  and  for 
some  seconds  continued  to  tear  it  —  both  with 
teeth  and  claws — till  nothing  of  its  original  shape 
remained.  Then,  scattering  the  fragments  over  the 
ground,  he  desisted  from  this  idle  employment ; 
and  rushed  back  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree  up  which 
Pouchskin  had  climbed.  He  knew — ^from  having 
often  made  the  experiment — that  he  could  not 
climb  it ;  nor  did  he  attempt  to  do  so ;  but  seizing 
the  slender  trunk  in  his  powerful  grasp,  he  shook 
the  tree  backward  and  forward,  as  if  endeavouring  to 
drag  it  up  by  the  roots  or  throw  it  to  the  ground. 


tpftAaamooM  that 
yam  not  biggev  timu 
trmk  vibnted  fron 


I^aahi^ 


ttacdnrttd  and  forward — as  if  lie 
tlecock  between  two  battledorea- 


huDtera  were  not  witfaont  ' 
uilgbt  succeed.  The  tree 
ordinary  pear-tree  ;  audits 
de  to  Bide,  and  bent  over  to 
b  an  ezteafc,  that  its  roots  could  be  heard  crack- 
bese^h  the  ground. 

for  up  ia  the  top,  waa  tossed 
bad  been  a  shut- 
—and  it  waa  just 
•■  BUKiIi  U  lie  could  do  to  keep  bis  hold  among 
t^  bnndte^  much  less  fiaieh  the  loading  of  his 
fn^,  which  he  had  only  half  accomplished  when 
the  rocking  began.  Had  he  been  alone,  his 
position  would  have  been  one  of  great  danger  r 
for  no  doubt,  in  process  of  time,  the  bear  would 
hare  torn  down  the  tree.  But  the  efforts  of  Bruin 
were  brought  to  a  sudden  termination :  for  Ivan 
and  Alexis,  baring  now  reloaded,  took  careful  um, 
and  sent  both  their  bulleta  into  the  body  of  the 
beast.  One  of  the  shots  must  hare  hit  him  in  a 
mortal  part :  since,  on  recelriug  it,  the  hear  let  go 
bis  bold,  dropped  down  from  his  erect  attitude 
and  doubling  himself  up  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tree,  looked  as  if  he  bad  suddenly  gone  to  sleep ! 
But  the  red  stream,  pouring  out  from  his  still  di» 
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tended  jaws,  told  that  it  was  tbe  sleep  of  death 
that  had  overtaken  him. 

Our  hunters,  assured  that  both  bears  were  dead, 
now  descended  from  their  respective  perches ;  bat 
the  sight  of  Fouchskin,  with  one  leg  in  stocking, 
and  the  other  buried  up  to  the  thigh  in  a  great 
horse-skin  boot,  would  have  been  too  much  for  the 
gravity  of  a  judge,  and  his  young  masters  were 
once  more  merry  at  his  expense. 

Having  skinned  the  bears,  they  returned  to  the 
fort  with  their  spoils — to  the  no  slight  astonishment 
of  some  of  the  old  trappers  stationed  there.  They 
could  scarce  believe  that  these  young  strangers 
were  capable  of  accomplishing  such  a  feat  as  the 
conquest  of  a  couple  of  full-grown  grislies.  The^ 
thing  had  been  done,  however — as  the  trophies  tes- 
tified— and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  our  hunters, 
by  this  gallant  action,  gained  golden  opinions  from 
the  "  mountain  men." 

They  had  no  desire,  however,  to  try  another 
contest  of  the  kind.  They  had  become  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  great  peril  to  be  expected  in  an 
encounter  with  "  Old  Ephraim ; "  and  were  only 
too  well  pleased  of  having  it  in  their  power, 
on  all  future  occasions,  to  imitate  the  example  of 


■r 

^^^^pOB  bbthiTi 

^^^r^lier    travellers,    and    give   tlic    grisly 
^H  bertli," 

^^H      ladeed,  they  would  hnvc  bad  no  opportunitr,  Imd    ' 

^^H  they  desired  it,  to  hunt  the  hear  auy  longer  in  that 

^^r   neighbourhood:  forthe  "boat"  brigade,  with,  which 

they  were  travelling,  atarted  the  nest  day  for  Fort 

Pelly ;    and   it  waa  neceeeary  for  them  to  aceom- 

»pany  it,  as  tlie  journey  could  not  otherwise  be 
sccoinplished. 
They  arrived  at  this  last-named  place  in  safety ; 
tod,  nitb  some  native  traders,  that  cbanced  to  be  at 
the  fort,  they  were  enabled  to  proceed  onward  to 
the  Russian  settlement  of  Sitka— where  the  magic 
cipher  which  Alexia  carried  in  hie  pocket  procured 
them  the  most  hospitable  treatment  that  such  a 
wild,  outK)f-the-way  place  could  afford. 

They  had  been  fortunate,  upon  their  route,  to 
procure  a  skin  of  tbe  "cinnamon"  bear — as  well 
,as  one  of  black  colour  with  a  white  breast,  both  of 
which  Alexia  was  able  to  identify  as  mere  varieties 
of  the  ursus  amerieanus.  These  varietiea  are  some- 
times seen  to  the  east  of  the  Bocky  Mountains ; 
but  they  are  fiir  more  common  throughout  the 
countries  along  the  Pacific — and  especially  in  Euh- 
sian  America,  where  the  cinnamon-coloared  kind 
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is  usually  termed  the  "  red  bear."  They  occur, 
moreover,  in  the  Aleutian  islands  ;  and  very  pro- 
bably in  Japan  and  Kamschatka — in  which  country 
bears  are  exceedingly  numerous  —  evidentl}'-  of 
several  species,  confusedly  described  and  ill  iden- 
tified. Unfortunately,  the*  Russian  naturalists — 
whose  special  duty  it  has  been  to  make  known  the 
natural  history  of  the  countries  lying  around  the 
North  Pacific — have  done  their  work  in  a  slovenly 
and  childlike  manner. 


CHAPTEE    LI. 

THE   EiAMSCHATDALES. 

The  bear  of  Kamschatka  had  to  be  skinned  next. 
But  it  was  necessary  to  catch  one  before  he  could 
be  skinned ;  and  also  necessary  to  go  to  Kams- 
chatka before  he  could  be  caught.  To  get  to  Kams- 
chatka was  not  so  difficult  as  it  may  sound  to 
the  ear.     Our  travellers  were  just  in  the  place, 

2  B 


from  which  it  waa  poasible  to  proceed  direct 
to  this  Asiatic  peoinBula.  Yesselfi  belonging  to 
the  Eussian  Fur  Company  every  year  collect  the 
furs  along  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  and 
among  the  Foi  and  Aleutian  isIands^Sitka  being 
tbelr  port  of  rendezvous.  Thence  proceediog  to 
the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  (Petropau- 
louaki),  on  the  coast  of  Kamachatka,  they  com- 
plete their  cargoes  with  the  "  skin  crop "  that 
during  the  winter  boa  been  collected  throughout 
the  pemuBula.  Thence  to  China  a  portion  of  these 
furs  arc  taken— especially  skins  of  the  sable,  which 
the  Chinese  mandarins  use  esteiiaively  for  trira- 
miug  their  costly  robes ;  and  for  which,  teas,  silk, 
lacquer-ware,  and  other  articles  of  Chinese  manu- 
facture are  given  in  exchange. 

The  Japanese  also,  and  other  wealthy  Oriental 
nations,  buy  up  quantities  of  costly  furs ;  but  by 
far  the  greater  portion  of  this  produce  is  consumed 
by  the  Bussians  themselves — in  whose  cold  climate 
some  sort  of  s  fur  coat  is  almost  a  necessity.  Ereo 
most  of  the  furs  collected  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany find  their  way  into  Bussia ;  for  the  consumption 
of  these  goods  in  Great  Britain  is  extremely  limited, 
compared  with  that  of  many  other  articles  de  luxe. 
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In  the  fur  ship  our  travellers  proceeded  from 
Sitka  to  the  port  of  Petropaulouski,  which  i& 
situated  on  Avatcha  bay^  near  the  southern  end 
of  the  peninsula. 

As  Avatcha  bay  is  nearly  land-locked,  it  forms- 
one  of  the  most  sheltered  harbours  on  that  side  of 
the  Pacific ;  but  unfortunately  during  winter  the- 
bay  freezes  over ;  and  then  ships  can  neither  get 
into  nor  out  of  it. 

The  vessel  which  carried  our  adventurers  arrived 
at  Petropaulouski  late  in  the  spring ;  but,  as  the 
winter  had  been  unusually  prolonged,  the  bay 
was  still  blocked  up  with  ice,  and  the  ship  could 
not  get  up  to  the  little  town.  This  did  not  hinder 
them  from  landing.  Dog-sledges  were  brought 
out  upon  the  ice  by  the  inhabitants;  and  upon 
these  our  travellers  were  carried  to  the  town,  or 
"ostrog"  as  it  is  called — such  being  the  name 
given  to  the  villages  of  Elamschatka. 

In  Petropaulouski,  many  curious  objects  and 
customs  came  under  the  observation  of  our  tra- 
vellers. They  saw  no  less  than  three  kinds  of 
houses — first,  the  ^'  isbas,"  built  of  logs,  and  not 
unlike  the  log-cabins  of  America.  These  are  the 
best  sort  of  dwellings ;  and  belong  to  the  Eussian 

.    2  B  2 


^^^^  nercliants  and  officials,  wlio  reside  there — aa  well 
^^^1  as  to  the  Cossack  sotcliers,  who  nre   kept  by  tke 
^^H  SuEsiau  OovernmeDt  in  Kamschatka. 
^^P       The  native  Kamschnt dales  have  tvro    hinds  of 
houses  of  indigenous  architecture — one  I'or  sum- 
mer, the  "  bnlagan,"    and  another  to  which  thej- 
retire  during  the  winter,  called  the  "jourt."     Tl* 

Ibalagan  is  constructed  of  poles  and  thatch  upon  a 
n! Bed  platform — to  which  the  Kamschatdalc  climbs 
up  by  means  of  a  notched  trunk  of  a  tree.  There  is 
only  one  story  of  the  house  itself — which  is  merely 
the  sloping  thatched  roof— with  a  hole  in  the  top 
to  give  passage  to  the  Bmoke — and  resembles  a 
iDDgh  tent  or  hayrick  set  upon  an  elevated  stand. 
The  space  under  the  platform  is  left  open  ;  and 
serves  as  a  store<house  for  the  dried  fish,  that 
forms  the  staple  food  of  all  sorts  of  people  in  Kama- 
chatkn.  Here,  too,  the  sledges  and  sledge  harness 
are  kept ;  and  the  dogs,  of  which  every  family  owns 
a  large  pack,  use  this  lower  story  as  a  sleeping  place. 
The  winter-house  or  "jourt,"  is  constructed 
very  differently.  It  is  a  great  hole  sunk  in  the 
ground  to  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  lined 
round  the  sides  with  pieces  of  timber,  and  roofed 
overahove  the  surface  of  the  ground— so  as  to  look 
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like  the  rounded  dome  of  a  large  bake- oven.  A  hole 
at  the  apex  is  intended  for  the  chimney,  but  it  is 
also  the  door:  since  there  is  no  other  mode  of 
entrance  into  the  jourt,  and  the  interior  is  reached 
by  descending  a  notched  tree  trunk — similar  to 
that  used  in  climbing  up  to  the  balagan. 

The  curious  fur  dresses  of  the  Kamschatdales ; 
their  thin  yellowish  white  dogs,  resembling  the 
Pomeranian  breed ;  their  dog  sledges,  which  they 
use  for  travelling  in  winter ;  the  customs  and  habits 
of  these  singular  people ;  all  formed  an  interesting 
study  to  our  travellers,  and  enriched  their  journal 
with  notes  and  observations.  We  find  it  recorded 
there,  how  these  people  spend  their  time  and 
obtain  their  subsistence.  Very  little  agriculture  is 
practised  by  them — the  climate  being  unfavourable 
to  the  growth  of  the  cereals.  In  some  parts  barley 
and  rye  are  cultivated ;  but  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent.  Cattle  are  scarce — a  few  only  being 
kept  by  the  Eussian  and  Cossack  settlers;  and 
horses  are  equally  rare,  such  as  there  are  be- 
longing to  the  officials  of  the  Q-overnment,  and 
used  for  Q-overnment  purposes.  The  common  or 
"native  "  people  subsist  almost  entirely  on  a  fish 
diet — their  lakes  and  rivers  furnishing  them  with. 


V   abund 

^B    spent 


abundance  of  fiah  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  summer  k 
Bpent  in  cntohbg  and  drying  tliese  for  their  wiata 
proviBion.  Several  wild  vegetable  productioDa  m 
«dded — roots  and  berriee,  and  even  the  baii  of 
trees — all  of  which  are  eaten  along  with  the  dried 
fieli.  Wild  aniniala  also  furnish  part  of  their  sub- 
«Btence ;  and  it  ia  by  the  skins  of  theae — especialiy 
the  sable — that  the  people  pay  their  anniial  tai,  or 
tribute,  to  the  Russian  G-oTemment.  Prom  animals, 
too,  their  clothing  ia  chiefly  manufactured;  and 
many  other  articles  used  in  their  domcBtic  economy. 
The  peninsula  is  rich  in  the  fur-bearing-  quadru- 
peds, and  some  of  these  furnish  the  very  best  quality 
■of  furs  that  are  known  to  commerce.  The  sable  of 
Kamechatka  is  of  a  superior  kind  as  also  the  many 
Tarieties  of  the  fox.  They  have,  besides,  the  wolve- 
irine  and  wolf,  the  ermine  and  Arctic  fox,  the  mat^ 
mot  and  polar  hare,  and  several  smaller  animala 
that  yield  furs  of  commercial  value.  The  sea 
otter  is  common  upon  the  coasts  of  Kamschatka ; 
and  this  ia  aleo  an  object  of  the  chase — ita  akin 
being  among  the  costliest  of  "  peltries."  The  great 
^irgali,  or  wild  sheep,  and  the  rein-deer,  furQisfa 
them  both  with  flesh  and  skins ;  but  one  of  the 
ohief  objects  of  the  chase  is  that  great  quadruped 
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for  which  our  young  hunters  had  come  all  the  way 
to  Kamschatka,  the  hear.  Into  his  presence  they 
would  find  ilo  difficulty  in  introducing  themselves : 
for  perhaps  in  no  country  in  the  world  does  master 
Bruin's  family  muster  so  strongly  as  in  this  very 
peninsula. 


CHAPTEE  Lll. 

EISHING-BEABS. 

Peevious  to  starting  forth  in  search  of  the  Kam- 
schatkan  hear,  our  hunters  collected  all  the  par- 
ticulars they  could  in  regard  to  the  haunts  and 
hahits  of  this  animal. 

They  learnt  that  there  were  at  least  two  varieties 
known  to  the  Kurilski  and  Koriac  hunters.  One 
of  them  was  the  more  common  kind — a  hrown  bear, 
closely  resembling  the  urstts  arctos ;  and  the  other 
also  a  brown  bear ;  but  with  a  whitish  list  running 
up  from  the  under  part  of  his  throat,  and  meeting 
like  a  collar  over  the  tops  of  his  shoulders.  This 
latter  kind  was  undoubtedly  the  species  kuo'Tn;!  ^^ 


87B  BBUIK. 

tlio  "  Siberifta  bear"  (_ursits  collarW)  ;  snd  which  1ih 
jiextecsivo  range  throughout  mo^t  of  tbecountnej 
of  JJortbem  Asia.  The  native  hunters  alleged  thii 
ths  tvo  kinds  were  of  nearly  similar  habits.  Both 
went  to  eleep  during  the  winter — couceoliiig  tht]m- 
elvea  cunningly  in  caves  and  crevices  among  rocb, 
ir  among  fallen  timber,  where  such  could  be  found 
in  suSicient  quantity  to  afford  them  shelter. 

One  remarkable  habit  of  these  hears  indicates 
L  very  marked  difference  between  them  and 
thft  urSKi  arctos,  with  which  they  hnve  been 
UBOally  classed;  and  that  i?,  that  tbey  are^shinj 
tears — aiibsiating  almost  exclusively  on  fiah,  which 
they  catch  for  themselves.  During  their  winter 
sleep,  of  course  they  eat  nothing;  but  ia  spring, 
as  BOon  as  they  emerge  from  their  retreats,  they  at 
once  betake  themselves  to  the  numerous  streams 
and  lakes,  with  which  the  country  abounds ;  and 
roaming  along  the  banks  of  these,  or  wading  in 
the  water  itself,  they  spend  the  whole  of  their  time 
in  angling  about  after  trout  and  salmon.  There, 
fish,  thanks  to  their  immense  numbers,  and  tbe 
shallowness  of  the  water  in  most  of  the  lakes  and 
streams,  the  bears  are  enabled  to  catch  almost  at 
discretion.    Tbey  wade  into  the  water,  and  getting 
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among  tbo  shoals  of  the  fish  as  tbej  are  passing 
to  and  fro,  strike  them  dead  with  their  paws.  The 
fish  are  killed  as  instantaneously  as  if  impaled 
upon  a  fishing  spear;  and  in  such  numbers  do 
the  bears  capture  them,  at  certain  seasons,  that 
the  captors  grow  dainty,  and  only  eat  a  portion 
of  each  fish !  They  show  a  strange  preference  for 
that  part,  which  is  usually  considered  refuse,  the 
bead, — leaving  the  tail,  with  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  body,  untouched.  The  rejected  portions, 
however,  are  not  lost ;  for  another  animal,  still 
hungrier  than  the  ISSors,  and  less  skilful  in  the 
piscatory  art,  is  at  thi»  time  also  in  search  of  a 
meal  of  fish. 

This  creature  is  the  Kamschatkan  dog — not  a 
wild  species,  as  you  may  suppose,  but  the  trained 
sledge-dogs  of  the  Kamschatdales  themselves;  which 
at  this  season  forsake  the  "  ostrogs,"  or  villages, 
and  betake  themselves  to  the  borders  of  the  lakes 
and  rivers.  There  they  remain  during  the  whole 
period  of  summer,  feeding  upon  fish — which  they 
also  know  how  to  capture — and  eating  up  such 
portions  as  have  been  refused  by  the  bears.  In 
fact,  this  is  the  only  food  which  these  poor  dogs 
can  get ;  and,  as  they  are  not  needed  during  the 
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■ummcr  ecawm,  they  do  not  think   of  re 
home  until  frost  sets  in.     Then,  fttrange  tow,  I 
one  ftod  &il  of  them  go  voluntarily  back,  and  « 
render  thomselrca  up  to  their  old  masters— Ml 
taskmastera  toOinho  uotoaly  work  them  like  elavn  1 
but  half  atnrvo  them  throughout  the  whole  n 
This  roluntary  Bubmissiou  to  their  "  yolie  "  Iiaa  been  1 
c|Uoteil  BB  nn  illustmtioa  of  the  high  trniuiog  sbA    ' 
faithful  disposition  of  the  Kamschattaa  doga;  butit 
bai  its  origia  in  a  far  different  motire  than  that  of 
'  mere  fidelity.     Their  return  to  the  snug  shelter  of 
-   the  haloffan  is  aimply  au  inatinct  of  self-preserra- 
tion :  for  the  sagacious  animals  well  know,  that  in 
winter  the  lakea  oud  streams  will  be  completely 
frozen  over,  and  were  they  to  remain  abroad,  they 
vould  absolutely  perish  either  from  hunger  or  cold. 
Even  the  wretched  winter  allowance  of  heads  and 
entrails  of  fish — the  only  crumbs  that  fall  to  their 
share — is  better  than  nothing  at  aJl ;  which  would 
be  their  portion  were  they  to  remain  abroad  among 
the  bare  snow-clad  hills  and  valleys  of  Kamschatka. 
The  Kamscbatdales  have  various  modes  of  taking 
the  bear.     In  early  winter  they  sometimes  find  his 
track  in  the  snow ;  and  then  puraue  him  with  a 
gun  and  a  bear-spear,  killing  him  as  they  beat  can. 
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i\  Later  still,  wben  he  has  gone  to  sleep  in  his  den, 

^  he  is  often  found-^-bj  similar  indications  as  those 

il   which    guide   the   Laplanders,    ^North   American 

t    Indians,  and  Esquimaux — such  as  the  hoar  caused 

by  his  breath  showing  oyer  the  spot,  or  by  their 

hunting-dogs  scenting  him  out,  and  barking  at  the 

entrance.     The  log-trap,  or  dead-fall,  is  also  in  use 

among  the  Kamschatkan  hunters ;  and  the  penn 

formed  around  the    mouth    of   the  bear's  cave, 

shutting  him  up,  until  an  entrance  can  be  dug 

into  it  from  aboye. 

In  the  summer  time  the  mode  is  different.  Then 
the  hunter  lies  in  ambush,  with  his  loaded  rifle — 
for  the  Kamschatdale  carries  this  weapon — in  such 
places  as  he  expects  the  bear  to  pass.  These  are  on 
the  banks  of  the  streams  and  lakes  that  abound  in 
fish ;  and  as  the  bears  ramble  along  the  edge  of 
the  water,  or  are  even  seen  swimming  or  wading 
into  it,  the  patient  hunter  is  pretty  sure  of  getting 
a  shot.  Should  he  fail  to  bring  down  Eruin  at  the 
first  fire,  the  game  becomes  uncertain ;  and  some- 
times dangerous :  since  the  animal  often  charges 
upon  the  hunter.  Even  though  the  latter  may 
be  concealed  among  the  long  teeds  and  bushes, 
the  sagacious  bear,  guided  by  the  smoke  and  blazLe 
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in  all  directions ;  and  fearlessly  approach  the 
"ostrogs,"  roaming  around  the  balagans  and 
jourts  in  search  of  something  to  eat.  "Woe  to  the 
Xamschatdale  that  gets  in  their  way  at  such  a 
time  —  for  the  bear,  instead  of  waiting  to  be 
attacked,  becomes  himself  the  assailant ;  and,  as 
great  numbers  of  these  quadrupeds  often  troop 
about  together,  of  course  the  encounter  is  all  the 
more  perilous. 

It  was  just  in  such  a  spring  that  our  young 
hunters  had  arrived  at  Fetropaulouski ;  and 
stories  of  numerous  bear  conflicts,  that  had  re- 
cently occurred  in  the  neighbourhood,  were  rife 
in  the  village;  while  the  number  of  fresh  skins 
every  day  brought  in  by  the  Kurilski  hunters, 
showed  that  bears  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
plentiful  in  the  country  adjacent. 

Guided  by  one  of  these  hunters,  our  party  set 
forth  upon  a  search.  The  snow  still  covered  the 
ground ;  and,  of  course,  they  travelled  in  sledges — 
each  having  one  to  himself,  drawn  by  five  dogs, 
as  is  the  custom  of  the  country.  The  dogs  are 
harnessed  two  and  two  abreast,  with  the  odd  one 
in  front.  Each  has  his  collar  of  bearskin,  with  a 
leather  thong  for  a  trace ;  and  five  of  them  are 


raflSdeat  to  dnw  die  littJe  sledge  wiih  a  miii 
it  The  dedge,  ealled  imimkm^  is  kes  tban  ta 
fiset  long;  and,  being  made  of  tiie  lightert  bU 
wood,  is  of  Teiy  little  weig^ 

A  cnrred  itick,  called  the  obcUoI — willi  an  inn 
point,  and  little  bella  at  tiie  ottier  end — ^10  naedfe 
direct  the  doga;  and,  urged  on  by  this  and  \j 
well-known  ezclamationB  of  their  driTer,  thej  v3 
go  at  a  speed  of  many  miles  an  hour. 

In  this  alight  vehicle,  hilla,  Talleya^  lakei^ani 
rirers  are  oroaaed,  without  aach  *  thing  aa  aiaal 
being  thought  of;  and  when  the  doga  are  good, 
and  have  been  well  cared  for,  an  immense  distance 
may  be  passed  over  in  a  day. 

In  less  tban  an  hour  afber  their  departure  from 
Fetropaulouski,  our  hunters  had  entered  amid  the 
wildest  scenery — where  not  the  slightest  sign  of 
either  cultivation  or  human  habitation  was  to  be 
seen,  and  where  at  any  moment  they  might  expect 
to  come  in  sight  of  their  great  game. 
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DOG-DEIYING. 

The  guide  was  conducting  them  to  a  stream  tbai 
ran  into  the  bay  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the 
"  ostrog."  On  that  stream,  he  said,  they  would  bo 
pretty  certain  to  find  a  bear,  if  not  several :  since  at 
a  place  he  knew  of  the  water  was  not  Irozen,  and  the 
bears  might  be  there  trying  to  catch  fish.  When 
questioned  as  to  why  this  particular  stream  was  not 
frozen  like  the  others,  he  said  that  some  distance 
up  it  there  were  warm  springs — a  phenomenon  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  the  peninsula  of  Kams- 
chatka — that  these  springs  supplied  most  of  the 
water  of  the  stream ;  and  that  for  several  hundred 
yards  below  where  they  gushed  forth,  the  river 
was  kept  open  by  their  warmth  during  the  severest 
winters.  Not  throughout  its  whole  course,  how- 
ever. Farther  down,  where  the  water  became  cool, 
it  froze  like  in  other  streams ;  and  that  this  was 
the  case,  was  evident  to  our  hunters,  who  had 
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entered  the  moutli  of  tbe  rivera  from  the  icj  sur- 
face of  the  bar,  and  were  gliding  in  their  eledgea 
lip  its  frozen  channel. 

After  having  gone  three  or  fuur  iiiilaa  up  this 
ice-bound  stream,  which  ran  through  a  narrow 
valley  with  steep  elopiag  aides,  tho  guide  warned 
our  hunters  tliat  they  ivere  close  to  the  place  where 
the  water  would  be  found  open.  At  this  point 
a  low  ridge  ran  transversely  across  the  valley — 
through  which  the  stream  had,  in  process  of  time, 
cut  a  channel ;  but  the  ridge  occasioned  a.  dam  or 
lake  of  some  half-dozen  acres  in  superficial  esteut^ 
which  lay  just  above  it.  The  dam  itself  was  rarely 
firozeo  over ;  and  it  waa  by  the  water  remaiDing  in 
it,  or  flowing  sluggishly  through  it — and  thus 
^ving  it  time  to  cool — that  the  stream  immediately 
below  got  frozen  over. 

The  lake  lay  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  ridge, 
and  was  now  only  hidden  from  their  view  by  the 
rise  of  the  ground.  If  not  frozen  over,  as  the  guide 
conjectured,  there  was  likely  to  be  a  bear  roaming 
around  its  edge;  and  therefore  they  resolved  to 
observe  caution  in  approaching  it. 

The  sledgea  were  to  be  taken  no  further.  Our 
hunters  had  leanit  bow  to  manage  both  dog  sledges 
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and  doga.  Their  experience  in  Finland,  as  well  as 
in  the  countries  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  had 
taught  them  that ;  and  made  them  skilful  in  the 
handling  of  these  animals — else  they  would  have 
made  but  poor  work  in  travelling  as  they  did  now. 
In  fact,  they  could  not  have  managed  at  all :  since  it 
requires  a  great  deal  of  training  to  be  able  to  drive 
a  dog-sledge.  This,  however,  they  had  received — 
both  the  boys  and  Pouchskin — and  fortunate  it  had 
been  so ;  for  very  shortly  after  they  were  placed  in 
a  predicament,  in  which  their  lives  depended  on 
their  skill  as  sledge  drivers. 

The  dogs  were  left  under  cover  of  the  ridge, 
near  the  bottom  of  the  little  slope;  a  sign  was 
given  to  them  to  keep  their  places — which  these 
well-trained  creatures  perfectly  comprehended ;  and 
the  hunters — the  Kurilski  with  the  rest — holding 
their  guns  in  readiness,  ascended  towards  the 
summit  of  the  slope. 

There  was  no  cover,  except  what  was  afforded  by 
the  inequality  of  the  ground.  There  were  no  trees 
in  the  valley — only  stunted  bushes,  not  half  the 
height  of  a  man's  body,  and  these  nearly  buried 
to  their  tops  in  the  snow.  A  few,  however, 
appeared  growing  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

2  c 
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The  hanten  crawled  up  to  thepe  on  aUibaak 
and  peeped  oantiously  through  their  bzanobei* 

It  was  the  impatient  Ivan  that  looked  fint;  mi 
what  he  saw  bo  Buipriaed  him,  aa  almoat  to  depmi 
him  of  the  power  of  speech !  Indeed,  he  was  ask 
able  to  explain  what  he  saw — ^till  the  other  tbn 
had  got  forward,  and  became  equally  eye-witnesM 
of  the  spectacle  that  had  astonished  him. 

Aa  the  |;aide  had  conjectured,  the  lake  was  not 
froaen.  There  was  some  loose  snow  floating  enr 
its  surface ;  but  most  of  the  water  was  open;  ni 
the  stream  that  flowed  slowly  in  on  the  opposite 
side  was  quite  clear  of  either  ice  or  snow. 

The  guide  had  also  predicted  hjpothetically  that 
they  might  see  a  bear — perhaps  two.  It  had  not 
occurred  to  this  man  of  moderate  pretensiona  that 
they  might  see  twelve — and  yet  no  less  than  tweW e 
bears  were  in  sight ! 

Yes,  twelve  bears — they  were  as  easily  counted 
as  oxen — were  around  the  shores  of  this  secluded 
lake,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  little  stream  that 
ran  into  it — all  within  five  hundred  yards  of  each 
other.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have 
mistaken  them  for  a  herd  of  brown  heifers  or 
oxen ;  had  it  not  been  for  the  various  attitudes  in 
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which  they  were  seen :  some  upon  all-fours — some 
standing  erect^  like  human  beings,  or  squatted 
on  their  hams  like  gigantic  squirrels  —  others  in 
the  water,  their  bodies  half  submerged — others 
swimming  about,  their  backs  and  heads  only  visible 
above  the  surface ;  and  still  others,  prowling  lei- 
surely along  the  banks,  or  over  the  strip  of  level 
meadow-land  that  bordered  the  lake. 

Such  a  sight  our  bear-hunters  had  never  wit- 
nessed before,  and  might  never  witness  again,  in  any 
other  country,  save  Kamschatka  itself.  There  it  is 
by  no  means  uncommon ;  and  twenty  bears  instead 
of  twelve  have  been  often  seen  in  a  single  drove — 
at  that  season  when  they  descend  from  their 
mountain  retreats  to  their  favourite  fishing- 
grounds  upon  the  lakes  and  streams. 

Our  hunters  were  perplexed  by  so  unexpected  a 
sight ;  and  for  some  moments  unresolved  as  to  how 
they  should  act.  Fortunately,  the  bushes  already 
mentioned  served  to  conceal  them  from  the  bears ; 
and  the  wind  was  blowing  towards  the  hunters — 
otherwise  the  bears,  who  are  keen  of  scent,  would 
soon  have  discovered  their  presence.  As  it  was, 
not  one  of  them — though  several  were  close  to 
the  ridge— seemed  to  have  any  suspicion  that  an 

2  c  2 
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enemy  was  so  near.  The  hnge  qiuidraneds  ^ 
peared  to  be  too  busy  about  their  own  afihi- 
endeavoaring  to  captare  the  fish — some  of  tlMi 
greedily  devouring  those  thej  had  already  taln^ 
and  others  wandering  restlessly  aboat^  oar  eagrif 
observing  the  movements  of  the  fish  in  the  wifcur 
One  and  all  of  them  looked  fierce  and  fitmiA^ 
their  bodies  showing  gaunt  and  flaky,  and  tiiflir 
enormous  limbs  having  a  lank  angular  appeaiaaoe^ 
that  gave  them  a  still  greater  resemblance  to 
heifers— only  heifers  that  had  been  half  etan'edl 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

A     SLEnOE-OHASE. 

I  HAVE  said  that  our  hunters  were  for  some  time 
irresolute  about  how  to  act.  The  Kurilski  was 
inclined  to  withdraw  from  the  spot  and  leave  the 
bears  alone ;  and  this  of  course  was  his  advice 
to  the  others.  He  said  there  might  be  danger 
in  disturbing  them — so  many  clustered  together, 
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aud  in  such  a  mood  as  they  appeared  to  be*  He 
had  known  them  to  attack  a  large  party  of  men 
under  such  circumstances,  and  give  chase  to  them. 
They  might  do  the  same  now  ? 

Our  hunters,  however,  did  not  give  full  credit  to 
this  story  of  their  guide — thinking  it  might  have 
its  origin  in  the  fears  of  the  Kurilski,  whom  they 
knew  to  be  of  a  timid  race;  and  therefore  they 
determined  not  to  back  out.  The  chance  was  too 
tempting  to  be  surrendered  for  so  slight  a  reason, 
and  without  a  struggle.  There  were  several  bears 
within  easy  shot  of  the  ground  where  they  were 
kneeling ! 

It  would  never  do  to  let  such  an  opportunity 
pass.  They  might  not  meet  with  so  good  a 
chance  again ;  or,  at  all  events,  they  might  be 
delayed  a  good  long  time  before  another  would 
turn  up ;  and  a  residence  in  Petropaulouski,  even 
in  the  "  isba  "  of  the  governor — who  was  himself 
only  a  sergeant  of  Cossacks,  and  his  dwelling  a 
mere  hut — was  not  so  pleasant  as  that  they  should 
wish  to  prolong  it.  They  had  now  been  a  great 
while  journeying  through  countries  covered  with 
frost  and  snow ;  and  they  were  longing  to  reach 
those  tropical  isles — famed  for  their  spices  and 


Htm  lovelinesB — which  were  to  be  tlie  next  sUge 
in  their  grand  tour  round  the  globe. 

lafluencedby  these  thoughts,  then,  theyresolnd 
to  ran  all  haznrd,  and  try  a  aliot  at  the  bears. 

Tlie  Kurilski,  seeing  them  <leter mined,  gave  in; 
■nd,  joining  his  gun  to  theirs,  a  volley  of  four  shoh 
ma  wmultaneoualy  discharged  throiigU  the  huahea. 

Two  heara  were  seen  to  drop  over  and  lie  kicking 
BpoQ  the  snow ;  but  whether  they  continued  tb«i 
kiddsg  for  any  considerahle  length  of  time,  was* 
question  about  which  our  hunters  could  give  no 
definite  information.  They  did  not  stay  to  see; 
for  the  ninment  the  smnke  bad  cleared  oftj  thej 
saw  the  whole  gang  of  bears  in  motion,  and  rush- 
ing  towards  them  from  alt  sides  of  the  lake.  The 
shrill  fierce  screaming  of  the  animals,  and  the 
hurried  pace  in  which  they  were  making  towards 
the  ridge,  declared  their  intentions.  They  were 
charging  forward  to  the  attack. 

The  hunters  saw  this  at  a  glance ;  and  thought 
only  of  retreating.  But  whither  could  they  flyP 
There  were  no  trees  ;  and  if  there  had  been, 
the  bears  could  have  climbed  them  even  better 
than  themselves.  There  were  steep  rocky  cliffl 
on  both  sides  of  the  ravine;  hut  these  would 


A   SLESGE-OHASE.  39l 

afford  them  no  security — even  had  their  ice-coated 
slope  permitted  of  their  being  scaled.  But  it  did 
not,  and  if  it  had,  the  bears  could  have  scaled  the 
rocks  too ! 

Our  Russian  hunters  were  in  a  complete  state 
of  perplexity,  and  perhaps  would  not  have  known 
how  to  save  themselves,  had  it  riot  been  for  their 
Xurilski  comrade.  He,  however,  had  conceived 
an  idea — or,  rather,  had  drawn  it  from  old  experi- 
ence ;  and  just  at  this  moment  he  rushed  down 
the  slope,  as  he  did  so  calling  to  the  others  to  take 
to  their  sledges,  and  warning  them  that  it  was 
their  only  chance  of  escape. 

Of  course  none  of  them  thought  of  disputing 
his  advice,  or  even  calling  it  in  question ;  but  one 
and  all  of  them  yielded  obedience  on  the  instant. 
Without  saying  a  word,  each  rushed  to  his  sledge, 
leaped  upon  the  runners,  seated  himself  in  double 
quick  time  upon  the  little  crescent-like  cradle, 
seized  the  "  ribbons,"  and  straightened  his  team 
to  the  road. 

Had  the  dogs  not  been  well  trained,  and  their 
drivers  equally  well  used  to  the  management  of  a 
sledge,  their  peril  would  have  been  extreme.  As 
it  was — though  all  came  into  their  places  in  good 
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style,  and  vithoat  confusion — thev"  had  not  a 
■econd  to  spare.  The  bears  were  already  gnl- 
topiag  down  the  slope;  and  aa  the  laab  sledge— 
which  was  Fouchskin's  —  moved  off  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ridge,  the  foremost  of  the  roaring 
poraDers  bad  got  within  less  than  six  jards  of  it !  ' 

It  was  now  a  trial  of  speed  between  bears 
and  aledge-dogB-~for  the  latter  knew  that  they 
were  in  as  much  danger  aa  their  masters ;  and 
needed  neither  the  exclamation  Ah  !  nor  the 
(ueklol  to  nrge  them  forward.  On  swept  they 
orer  the  frozen  cruat,  as  fast  as  they  could  go- 
handling  their  limba  and  claws  with  the  nimbleness 
peculiar  to  their  race. 

The  bears  followed  in  a  sort  of  lumbering 
gallop ;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  uncouth  move* 
uients,  they  kept  for  a  long  time  close  iu  the  rear 
of  the  fugitives. 

Fortunately  they  did  not  possess  the  speed  of 
the  canine  race ;  and  at  length — seeing  that  they 
were  being  distanced — one  after  another  gave  up 
the  chase,  and  commenced  returning  towards  the 
lake,  slowly,  and  with  apparent  reluctanee. 

Just  at  this  crisis  an  accident  occurred  to  Pouch- 
skin — or  rather  Pouchakin  committed  a  mistake^ 
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which,  had  it  been  made  five  minutes  sooner, 
would  most  assuredly  have  cost  him  his  life.  The 
mistake  which  Pouchskin  made,  was  to  drop  the 
iron  end  of  his  ^^oscMoV^  on  the  snowy  crust 
between  his  sledge  and  the  two  dogs  nearest  to  it 
— the  "  wheelers  "  as  we  may  call  them.  The  effect 
of  this,  with  Kamsckatkan  sledge-dogs,  is  to  cause 
the  whole  team  to  halt ;  and  so  acted  the  dogs  that 
Pouchskin  was  driving — all  five  suddenly  coming 
to  a  dead  stop !  Pouchskin  endeavoured  to  urge 
them  forward — crying^  out  the  usual  signal,  Ha ; 
but,  in  his  anxious  eagerness,  Pouchskin  placed 
the  accent  after  the  vowel,  instead  of  before  it ;  and 
instead  of  Ha  !  his  exclamation  sounded  Ah  !  The 
latter  being  the  command  for  the  dogs  to  halt,  of 
course  only  kept  them  steady  in  their  places ;  and 
they  stood  without  offering  to  move  a  leg.  By  good 
fortune,  the  bears  had  already  given  up  the  pur- 
suit, and  were  not  witnesses  of  this  interruption : 
otherwise  it  would  have  gone  ill  with  the  ex- 
grenadier. 

In  due  time  the  dogs  were  once  more  started ; 
and  Pouchskin  —  putting  them  to  their  highest 
rate  of  speed — soon  overtook  the  sledge-train; 
which    did   not    come    to  a    halt  until  a  good 
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mile  of  snow-oovered  ooimtry  was  between  ilifli 
the  bears. 

The  hunters  only  paused  then,  for  a  short  iMn, 
to  breathe  their  panting  doga ;  and  this  done^  % 
resumed  their  seats  on  the  sledges^  and  continMi 
en  to  the  ostrog — ^without  a  thought  of  going  lack 
after  the  bears. 

Thej  had  no  intention,  howev^  of  giving  tiaa 
up  entirely.  They  only  drove  home  to  the  vil 
in  order  to  get  assistance ;  and,  aa  aoon  as  thai 
report  was  delivered,  all  the  men  of  the  settie* 
ment  —  Cossacks,  Kurilskis,  and  half-breeds  — 
turned  out  armed  to  the  teeth  for  a  grand  battue, 
and  proceeded  towards  the  lake  with  the  Governor 
himself  at  their  head. 

The  bears  were  still  upon  the  ground — ^both  the 
living  and  the  dead — for  it  was  now  seen  that  two 
of  their  number  had  fallen  to  the  shots  of  our 
hunters — and  upon  the  former  a  general  fusillade 
was  at  once  opened,  which  ended  in  their  complete 
discomfiture.  Five  more  of  them  were  killed  upon 
the  spot;  and  several  others  that  took  to  flight 
were  tracked  through  the  snow,  and  destroyed  in 
their  hiding-places.  Tor  a  week  after,  there  was 
very  little  fish  eaten  in  the  ostrog  of  Petropau- 
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louski — which  for  a  long  period  previous  to  that 
time  had  not  witnessed  such  a  carnival. 

Of  course  our  Bussian  hunters  came  in  for  their 
share  of  the  trophies ;  and,  choosing  the  skin  of 
one  of  the  hears  they  had  themselves  shot,  they  lefb 
it  with  the  Governor,  to  he  forwarded  via  Okhotsk 
and  Yakoutsk,  to  the  distant  capital  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. Shortly  after  the  fur  ship  carried  them  to 
Canton, — whence  they  might  expect  to  find  a  pas- 
sage in  a  Chinese  trading  vessel  to  the  grand  island 
of  Borneo. 
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CHAPTER    LV. 

THE     SUN     BEAES. 

Theee  are  colonies  of  Chinese  settled  in  different 
parts  of  Borneo — whose  principal  business  there  is 
the  working  of  gold  and  antimony  mines.  These 
Chinese  colonial  settlements — along  with  nume- 
rous others  throughout  the  Oriental  islands — are 


iindeE  the  protection  and  direction  of  a  great 
cnntite  Company  called  Kung  Li — somewhat  resells^ 
bling  our  own  East  India  Company,  In  Bonieo,  the 
head  quarters  of  this  commercial  aasociation  uftbe 
Chinese,  is  the  port  and  river  of  Satnboa,  on  the 
western  coast ;  though  they  have  many  other  settle- 
ments in  different  parts  of  the  islnod.  Of  course, 
between  these  colonics  aiid  Canton  there  is  a  rego- 
iap  traffic ;  and  our  travellers  found  no  difficult 
in  proceeding  to  Borneo  in  a  Chinese  junk  whieh 
traded  direct  from  Canton  to  Snraboa.  At  Sambcs 
there  is  also  a  Dutch  settlement,  or  "  factorv," 
btlonging  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  ;  and 
tin's  Company  has  also  two  other  afcationa  in  tbe 
island — all,  boweyer,  occupying  a.  territory  ot 
limited  extent,  compared  with  tho  large  surface  of 
the  island  itself.  No  other  European  settlements 
eiiat  in  Borneo,  if  we  except  an  EDgliah  "  agency  " 
lately  established  at  the  little  island  of  Xiabuon ; 
and  a  settlement  at  Sarawak,  under  an  English 
adventurer,  who  styles  himself  "  Bajah  Brooke." 

The  "rajah"  rests  his  claim  to  the  title  and 
territory  of  Sarawak  on  a  grant  from  the  Sultan  of 
Borneo  (Bruni)  ;  and  the  quid  pro  quo  which  he 
profesBes  to  have  given,  was  the  having  assisted  the 
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said  Sultan  in  putting  down  the  "  Dyak pirates!" 
This  is  the  pretence  hitherto  put  forth  to  the 
British  public;  but.  on  a  closer  inquiry  into  the 
facts  of  this  transaction,  the  story  assumes  quite  a 
diiierent  colour ;  and  it  would  rather  appear,  that, 
instead  of  assisting  to  put  down  piracy  in  the 
Bornean  waters,  the  first  act  of  the  philanthropic 
Englishman  was  to  assist  the  Malay  Sultan  in 
enslaving  several  tribes  of  inofiensive  Dyaks,  and 
forcing  them  to  work  without  pay  in  the  mines  of 
antimony !  This  appears  to  have  been  the  nature 
of  the  services  that  purchased  Sarawak.  It  was, 
in  fact,  aiding  the  pirates,  instead  of  putting  them 
down :  since  the  Bornean  Sultan  was  himself  the 
actual  patron  and  protector  of  these  sea  robbers, 
instead  of  being  their  enemy ! 

The  patriot  and  statesman  Hume  endeavoured 
to  procure  an  inquiry  into  these  acts  of  Oriental 
JlUhusferisTJi ;  but  the  underhand  influence  of  an 
unprincipled  Administration,  backed  by  an  in- 
terested commercial  clamour,  was  too  strong  for 
him;  and  the  shameful  usurpation  has  been  jus- 
tified. 

Notwithstanding    that    Europeans   have    been 
settled  for  hundreds  of  years  in  the  islands  of  the 
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Indian  Archipelago^ruliag  thi 
Bay — it  is  astoniabing  how  little  is 
great  isliiod  of  Borneo.  Only  its  coasts  have  been 
traced,  and  theae  yery  imperfectly.  The  Dutcli 
hare  made  one  or  two  expeditioriB  into  the  interior; 
bat  much  knowledge  need  not  be  expected  from 
Bucli  trading  huelcaters  as  tbey.  Their  energies  in 
the  East  Lave  been  expended  throughout  a  period 
of  two  centuries,  with  no  other  appareot  object 
than  to  promote  dissension,  wherever  it  was  pos- 
sible ;  and  to  annihilate  every  spark  of  freedom  or 
nobility  among  the  races  who  have  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  come  in  contact  with  them. 

Notwithstanding  their  opportunities,  they  have 
done  little  to  add  to  our  knowledge  of  Borneo — 
which  was  about  as  well  known  a  hundred  years 
ago  as  it  is  at  the  present  hour,  Never  waa  a  aub- 
ject  more  ripe  for  illustration  than  this  magniScent 
island.  It  courts  a  monograph — such  as  has  been 
given  to  Sumatra  by  Marsden,  by  Tennant  to 
Ceylon,  and  to  Java  by  Sir  Stamford  Baffles. 
Perhaps  some  one  of  my  young  readers  may  be- 
come the  author  of  that  monograph  P 

Teeming  with  the  moat  gorgeous  forms  of 
tropical  life — so  rich  in  fauna  and  Jlora,  that  it 
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might  be  almost  regarded  as  a  great  zoological  and 
botanical  garden  combined — it  will  well  repay  the 
scientific  explorer,  who  may  scarce  find  such 
another  field  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Our  young  hunters,  in  contemplating  the  grand 
tropical  scenery  of  Borneo,  were  filled  with  admi- 
ration. The  s^ha  was  quite  equal  to  anything 
they  had  witnessed  on  the  Amazon ;  while  the 
fauna — especially  in  quadrupeds  and  quadrumana 
— was  far  richer. 

To  one  quadruped  was  their  attention  more 
especially  directed ;  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  this 
was  the  Bornean  bear — by  far  the  most  beautiful 
animal  of  the  whole  Bruin  family.  The  Bornean 
bear  is  also  the  Eanallest  of  the  family — in  size, 
being  even  less  than  his  near  congener,  the 
Malayan  bear;  though  resembling  the  latter  in 
many  particulars.  His  fur  is  a  jet  black,  with 
a  muzzle  of  an  orange-yellow  colour,  and  a  disc  of 
still  deeper  orange  upon  the  breast,  bearing  a 
certain  resemblance  to  the  figure  of  a  heart.  The 
hair  is  thickly  and  eyenly  set  over  his  whole  body — 
presenting  the  same  uniform  surface  which  charac- 
terizes the  black  bear  of  North  America,  the  two 
species  of  South  Ammca,  and  also  his  Malayan 
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cousin — who  inhabits  the  neighbouriiig  idaniirf 
Sumatra  and  Java.  For  the  latter,  indeed,  ha  i 
often  taken;  and  many  naturaliats  Kfnnmiw  Urn 
as  one  species — though  this  is  certainly  an  en* 
The  Bomean  bear  is  not  only  much  1m  a 
bulk;  but  the  deep  orange-colour  on  hia  hmi 
offers  a  permanent  mark  of  diatinctioti.  In  tk 
Malajran  bear  there  is  also  a  marking  on  the  brenfc; 
but  it  is  of  half-moon  shape  and  whitish  cdoib 
Besides,  the  colour  of  the  muzzle  in  the  Ute 
species  is  only  yelhw%A»  not  yellow;  and  fla 
animal  altogether  is  far  from  being  so  handsome  tf 
the  bear  of  Borneo. 

Dr.  Horsfield,  who  had  good  opportunities  of 
observing  them  both,  has  pointed  out  other  essen- 
tial characteristics,  which  prove  conclusively  that 
they  are  separate  species ;  but  the  Doctor,  guided 
by  his  love  for  generic  distinctions,  could  not  rest 
satisfied,  without  further  ornamenting  hia  task — by 
constituting  for  them  a  new  genus,  under  the  title 
of  Selarctos.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  for  this 
inundation  of  generic  names.  It  has  served  no 
good  purpose ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  renders  the 
study  of  natural  history  more  complicated  and 
obscure ;    and  to  no  family  of  animals  do  these 
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remarks  more  pointedly  apply,  than  to  that  of  tlie 
bears.  So  similar  are  all  these  quadrupeds  to  one 
another — so  perfect  is  the  family  likeness  between 
them — that  to  separate  them  into  different  genera 
is  a  mere  pedantic  conceit  of  the  anatomists. 
There  are  about  a  dozen  species  in  all;  and  the 
systematic  naturalists — who  do  not  even  admit 
that  number — ^have  formed  for  the  bears  nearly  as 
many  genera  as  there  are  species, — among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  ridiculous  titles  of  Pro- 
chilus,  Melursus,  JECelarclos,  and  the  like. 

The  Bomean  bear  is  as  much  a  true  species  of 
ursus  as  either  the  brown  bear  of  Europe,  the 
black  bear  of  North  America,  or  the  black  bears 
of  the  Cordilleras ;  and,  indeed,  to  these  last  his 
habits  assimilate  him  very  closely — being,  like 
them,  a  vegetarian  in  his  diet,  and  a  great  lover 
of  sweets. 

Of  his  penchant  for  honey  our  young  hunters 
had  proof:  for,  it  was  while  actually  engaged  in 
plundering  a  hive  they  first  saw  the  Bomean  bear. 
They  were  at  the  same  time  successful  in  effecting 
his  capture — which  is  now  to  be  described. 
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CHAPTEB  IiVI. 

>^HB     TALL     TAPAire. 

Ok  their  ani?al  at  Sambos^  our  young  hnnfaB^ 
according  to  their  usual  caatom,  proeored  a  nitiii 
guide  to  direct  them  to  the  haants  of  their  gMBBi 
In  this  case  it  was  a  Djak  who  became  their  con* 

ductor — one  of  those  who  follow  the  business  of 
bee-hunters;  and  who,  from  the  very  nature  of 
their  calling,  are  often  brought  into  contact  with 
the  bears  as  well  as  the  bees. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Djak,  our  hunters 
made  an  excursion  to  a  range  of  wooded  hills,  not 
far  from  Sambos,  where  the  sun  bear  was  known  to 
exist  in  great  numbers ;  and  where  one  was  likely 
to  be  found  almost  at  any  time. 

As  they  were  passing  through  the  woods,  they 
observed  a  very  singular  species  of  tree — indeed, 
many  species,  that  might  be  styled  singular ;  but 
one  pre-eminently  so,  that  strongly  arrested  their 
attention.     These  trees  did  not  grow  in  any  great 
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numbers  together ;  but  only  two  or  three  in  one 
place ;  and  more  generally  they  stood  singly — apart 
from  any  of  their  own  kind,  and  Burrounded  by 
other  trees  of  the  forest.  But  though  surrounded 
by  other  sorts,  they  were  overtopped  by  none.  On 
the  contrary,  their  own  tops  rose  above  all  the 
others  to  a  vast  height ;  and,  what  was  most  sin- 
gular, they  did  not  put  forth  a  branch  from  their 
trunks  until  the  latter  had  shot  up  to  some  feet 
above  the  "  spray  "  of  the  surrounding  forest.  It 
was  this  peculiarity  that  had  drawn  the  attention 
of  our  hunters.  They  might  not  have  noticed  it, 
had  they  kept  on  under  the  trees ;  but,  on  crossing 
a  slight  eminence — where  the  ground  was  open — 
they  chanced  to  get  a  view  of  a  number  of  these 
tall  trees,  ind  saw  that  they  towered  to  a  vast 
height,  above  all  the  others. 

Even  their  tops  had  the  appearance  of  tall  trees, 
standing  thinly  over  the  ground — the  ground  itself 
being  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  contiguous 
heads  of  the  other  trees,  that  formed  the  forest. 
Had  this  forest  been  a  low  jungle,  there  would 
have  been  nothing  extraordinary  in  what  they 
flaw ;  but  our  hunters  had  already  observed  that  it 
was  a  true  forest  of  grand  trees — ^most  of  them  a 
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Imudrcil  foet  Id  beiglit.  As  tlie  trees  'n-liich  liad 
nttracteJ  tbeir  admiration  rose  full  Sfty  feet  above 
tiie  tops  of  the  otliers,  it  may  be  imngiiied  wliat 
toll  individuals  they  were.  They  were  sleuder, 
too,  ia  proportiou  to  their  height;  and  these  atema 
rising  two  liiindred  feet,  without  a  single  offahoot 
or  branch  upon  them,  gave  tlie  trees  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  still  taller  than  they  actually 
were— ^just  as  a  thin  clean  ejiar,  set  upright,  loolts 
much  taller  than  a  hill  or  a  bouse  of  the  same 
elevation. 

"We  have  said  that  there  ivero  no  brauclies  for 
the  first  hundred  feet  or  so  up  the  etem.  Beyond 
that  there  were  many  and  large  limbs ;  which, 
diverging  only  slightly,  and  in  a  fnstigiate  man- 
ner, carried  the  tree  nearly  oa  much  higher. 
These  branches  were  regularly  set;  and  covered 
with  small,  light,  green  leaves,  forming  a  beau- 
tiful round  head. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  was  white,  and  by  piercing 
it  with  a  knife,  our  hunters  perceived  that  it  was 
sofl;  and  milky.  The  wood,  too,  for  some  inches 
below  the  periphery  was  so  spongy,  that  the  blade 
of  the  knife  penetrated  into  it  almost  as  easily  as 
into  the  stalk  of  a  cabbage. 
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The  wood  near  the  bark  was  of  a  white  colour. 
Inwards  it  became  harder;  and  had  they  been 
able  to  reach  the  heart,  they  would  have  found  it 
very  hard,  and  of  a  dark  chocolate  colour.  On  ex- 
posure to  the  air,  this  heart-wood  turns  black  as 
ebony ;  and  is  used  for  similar  purposes  by  the 
native  Dyaks  and  Malays,  who  manufacture  from 
it  bracelets  and  other  bijouterie. 

On  asking  their  Dyak  guide  the  name  of  this 
remarkable  tree,  he  said  it  was  called  the  tapang. 
This,  however,  gave  no  information  regarding  its 
species  ;  but  Alexis,  shortly  after,  in  passing  under 
one,  observed  some  flowers  that  had  fallen  from  its 
top;  and  having  examined  one  of 'these,  pro- 
nounced the  tree  a  species  o^ficus — a  very  common 
genus  in  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Archipelago. 

If  our  young  hunters  were  filled  with  admiration 
at  sight  of  this  beautiful  tree  itself,  they  shortly 
after  observed  something  that  changed  their  admi- 
ration into  wonder.  On  advancing  towards  one  of 
the  tapangs,  they  were  struck  with  a  singular 
serrated  appearance  that  showed  along  tlie  edge  of 
its  trunk — from  the  ground  up  to  the  base  of 
its  branching  head.  It  looked  as  if  a  tall  ladder  was 
laid  edgeways  along  the  trunk  of  the  tree — one  side 


of  it  liidden  under  the  bark  !  Oa  drawiug  neiia, 
this  appearance  vaa  explained.  A  ladder  ia  reaii^ 
it  was ;  \mt  one  of  rare  canatruction  ;  aad  vhieli 
could  not  have  been  removed  from  tbe  tree,  witliDat 
taking  it  entirely  to  pieces.  Oa  closer  examinx- 
tion,  this  ladder  proved  to  be  a  series  of  bamboo 
Spikes — driven  into  tbe  s«)ft  trunk  in  a  sliglitlj 
slanting  direction,  and  about  two  feet  apart,  one 
above  tbe  otber.  Tbe  apikea  tbemBelvea  forming' 
tbe  rounds,  were  eacb  about  a  foot  ia  length;  oiid 
held  firmly  in  their  places  by  a  bamboo  rail — to 
which  tbeip  outei'  enda  were  attached  by  taeana  of 
thin  strips  of  rattan.  This  rail  extended  the 
whole  way  from  the  ground  to  tbe  commencement 
of  the  branches. 

It  was  evident  that  this  extemporised  ladder  had 
been  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  climbing  the 
tree,  but  with  what  object  ?  Upon  this  head  their 
Dyak  guide  was  the  very  man  to  enlighten  them : 
since  it  nas  he  himself  who  had  made  tbe  ladder. 
Tbe  conatruction  of  such  ladders,  and  afterwards 
the  climbing  of  them,  were  the  most  essential 
branches  of  bia  calling — which,  as  already  stated, 
was  that  of  a  bee-hunler.  His  account  of  the  mat- 
ter  waa  aa  follows.    A  targe  wasp-like  bee,  which  is 
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ealled  lanye\  builds  its  nests  upon  these  tall 
tapaDgs.  The  nest  consists  of  an  accumulation 
of  pale  yellowish  wax  —  which  the  bees  attach 
to  the  under-side  of  the  thick  branches,  so  that 
these  may  shelter  the  hive  from  the  rain.  To 
reach  these  nests,  the  bamboo  ladder  is  con- 
structed, and  the  ascent  is  made — nat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  the  honey  alone — but  more  on 
account  of  the  wax,  out  of  which  the  combs  are 
formed.  The  lanyeh  being  as  much  was]^  as  het^ 
produces  a  very  small  quantity  of  honey ;  and  that, 
too,  of  inferior  quality ;  but  the  wax  is  a  valuable 
article,  and  of  this  several  dollars'  worth  may  be 
procured  from  a  single  hive. 

It  is  dearly  earned  money—very  dearly  earned, 
indeed ;  but  the  poor  Dyak  bee-hunter  follows  the 
calling  from  motives  not  easily  understood — since 
almost  any  other  would  afford  hiqa  a  living,  with 
less  labour  and  certainly  with  less  'gain.  Pain, 
indeed!  He  never  succeeds  in  plundering  the 
store  of  the  lanyeh^  without  being  severely  stung 
by  the  insects ;  and  though  their  sting  is  quite  as 
painful  as  that  of  the  common  wasp,  experience 
seems  to  have  rendered  the  Dyak  almost  indifferent 
to  it.    He  ascends  the  flimsy  ladder  without  fear — 
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canyinga  blazing  torch  in  his  haud,  and  a  cane 
basket  on  his  back.  By  means  of  the  torcli,  be 
fjects  the  bees  from  tbeir  aiirial  domicilea;  and, 
then  baviag  tora  their  comba  from  the  branches,  be 
,  deposits  them  in  his  basket — the  iiicensed  inaeeta 
all  the  while  bnzsiiig;  arouud  his  ears,  and  inflicting 
numerous  wounds  over  his  face  and  throat,  as  treil 
as  upon  his  naked  arma  !  Very  often  Ije  returnabi 
the  ground  with  hia  liead  swollen  to  twice  the  siie 
it  was  prerious  to  liis  going  up !  Not  a  very  plea- 
sant profession  is  that  of  a  Boruean  bee-hunter ! 


CHAPTER  LVII. 


As  the  party  proceeded  onward,  they  observed 
several  other  tapang-trees,  with  ladders  attached 
to  them  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  these — 
which  was  the  tallest  they  had  yet  seen — the  guide 
made  a  halt. 
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Taking  off  his  kris,  and  tlirowiDg  to  the  ground 
an  axe,  which  ho  had  brought  along,  he  com- 
menced ascending  the  tree. 

Our  hunters  inquired  his  object.  They  knew 
it  could  not  be  either  honey  or  wax.  There  had 
been  a  bees'  nest  upon  this  tree — as  the  ladder  told 
— but  that  had  been  removed  long  ago  ;  and  there 
now  appeared  nothing  among  the  branches  that 
should  make  it  worth  while  to  climb  up  to  them. 
The  answer  of  the  bee-hunter  explained  his  purpose. 
He  was  merely  ascending  to  have  a  look-out  over 
the  forest — which  in  that  neighbourhood  could  not 
bo  obtained  by  any  other  means  than  by  tlie  climbs 
ing  of  a  tapang, 

Ife  was  fearful  to  watch  the  man  ascending  to  such 
a  dizzy  height,  and  with  such  a  flimsy,  uncertain 
support  beneath  his  feet.  It  reminded  them  of 
what  they  had  seen  at  the  Palombiere  of  the 
Pyrenees. 

The  Dyak  soon  reached  the  top  of  the  ladder ; 
and  for  some  ten  minutes  or  more  clung  there — 
screwing  his  head  around,  and  appearing  to  exa- 
mine the  forest  on  all  sides.  At  length  his  head 
rested  steadily  upon  his  shoulders ;  and  his  gaze 
appeared  to  be  fixed  in  one  particular  direction. 
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i.u.i.  ui  t;-i;  huui*?  Jubiatit  turuLiDg  Lib  face  upward. 
'iij4;  v4/iitipr  jjij/iUrS;  wIjo  wefc  close  behind  him, 
fifM  mm  iUui  iUi'i'ti  Mcrcj  ucrtttchcs  upon  the  soft 
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succulent  bark,  as  if  caused  by  the  claws  of  some 
animal ;  but,  almost  as  soon  as  they  had.  made  the 
observation,  their  eyes  were  directed  to  the  animal 
itself. 

Away  up  on  the  tall  tapang — just  where  its 
lowest  limbs  parted  from  the  main  stem — a  black 
body  could  be  distinguished.  At  such  a  distance  it 
appeared  not  bigger  than  a  squirrel ;  but,  for  all 
that,  it  was  a  Eomean  bear;  and  the  spot  of 
vivid  orange  upon  its  breast  could  be  seen  shining 
like  a  coal  of  fire.  Close  by  its  snout  a  whitish  mass 
appeared  attached  under  the  branches.  This  was  the 
waxen  domicile  of  the  lanyeh  bees ;  and  a  slight 
mist-like  cloud,  which  hung  over  the  place,  was  the 
fiwarm  itself — no  doubt  engaged  in  angry  conflict 
with  the  plunderer  of  their  hive. 

The  little  bear  was  too  busy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  luscious  meal — that  is,  if  the  stings  of  the 
lanyeJia  allowed  him  to  enjoy  it — to  look  below; 
and  for  some  minutes  the  hunters  stood  regarding 
him,  without  making  a  movement. 

Satisfied  with  their  inspection,  they  were  at 
length  preparing  to  fire  at  him ;  when  they  were 
hindered  by  the  Dyak — who,  making  signs  to  them 
to  be  silent,  drew  them  all  back  from  the  tree. 
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When  out  of  right  of  the  bear,  he  ooondU 
them  to  ttdopt  a  different  plan.  He  nid-«y 
was  true  enongh — ^that  at  such  a  haght  ttcf 
might  miss  the  bear;  or,  even  if  thej  shflrii 
hit  him,  a  ballet  would  soarce  bring  him  dmm- 
unless  it  should  strike  him  in  a  vifcal  part  Intti 
contingency  of  their  missing,  or  only  sligUf 
wounding  him,  the  animal  would  at.onee  wu$i 
further  up  into  the  tapang ;  and,  hidden  bekidi 
the  leaves  and  branches,  might  delj  them.  Hi 
would  there  remain  till  hunger  should  force  Ua 
down;  and,  since  he  was  just  in  the  act  of  having 
his  meal,  and  had,  no  doubt,  been  eating  from 
the  time  he  was  first  espied — or  longer,  perhaps— 
he  would  be  in  a  condition  to  stay  in  the  tree,  until 
their  patience  should  be  more  than  exhausted. 

True,  they  might  fell  the  tree :  they  had  an  axe, 
and  could  soon  cut  the  tree  down — as  the  wood  was 
soft ;  but  the  Dyak  alleged  that  the  bruang  in  sucli 
cases  usually  contrives  to  escape.  The  tapang  rarely 
falls  all  the  way,  but  only  upon  the  tops  of  the 
trees  that  stand  thickly  round ;  and  as  the  Bornean 
bear  can  climb  and  cling  like  a  monkey,  he  is  nerer 
shaken  out  of  the  branches,  but  springs  from  them 
into  some  other  tree — among  the  thick  leaves  of 
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Kt  which  ho  may  conceal  himself;  or,  by  getting  to 
i  the  ground,  manage  to  steal  off. 
j;        His   advice,   therefore,  was,   that  the  hunters 
J    should   conceal  themselves  behind  the  trunks  of 
.     the    surrounding   trees;    and,   observing    silence, 
wait  till  the  bruang  had  finished  his  mellifluous 
repast,  and  feel  inclined   to  come  down.      The 
Dyak  said  he  would  make  his  descent  stern  fore- 
most ;  and,  if  they  acted  cautiously,  they  might 
have  him  at  their  mercy,  and  almost  at  the  muzzles 
of  their  guns. 

There  was  only  one  of  the  three  who  was  not 
agreeable  to  this  plan ;  and  that  was  the  impatient 
Ivan ;  but,  overruled  by  the  advice  of  his  brother, 
he  also  gave  his  consent  to  it. 

The  three  now  took  their  respective  stands 
behind  three  trees — that  formed  a  sort  of  triangle 
around  the  tapang;  and  the  guide,  who  had  no 
gun,  placed  himself  apart — holding  his  kris  in 
readiness  to  finish  off  the  bear,  should  the  animal 
be  only  wounded. 

There  was  no  danger  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
encounter.  The  little  bear  of  Borneo  is  only  dan- 
gerous to  the  bees  and  white  ants  —  or  other 
insects — which  he  is  accustomed  to  lick  up  with 
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his  long  tongue.  The  haman  hmiter  Itts  aodai 
to  fear  from  him,  any  mora  than  fiom  atial 
deer— thoQgh  ^e  will  scratchy  and  growl,  andUhi 
if  too  closely  approached. 

It  was  juBt  as  the  Djak  bad  predicted.  Hi 
bruang,  having  finished  his  meal^  was  seen  eoBflf 
down  the  tree  tail  foremost ;  and  in  this  nj 
would  no  doubt  have  continued  on  to  the  gieiaij 
but,  before  he  had  got  hal&way  down  the  tnd; 
Iran's  impatience  got  the  better  of  him ;  andfli 
loud  bang  of  his  fowling-piece  filled  the  fimst  vit 
its  echoes.  Of  course  it  was  a  bullet  that  Ivanhai 
fired ;  and  it  appeared  that  he  had  missed.  It  was 
of  little  use  firing  also  his  shot  barrel,  though  he 
did  so  immediately  after. 

The  effect  of  his  shots  was  to  fiighten  the 
bruang  back  up  the  tree ;  and  at  the  first  report  he 
commenced  ascending.  Almost  as  rapidly  as  t 
cat  he  swarmed  upward ;  and  for  a  moment  the 
chances  of  losing  him  appeared  as  two  to  one.  Bat 
Alexis,  who  had  been  watching  the  restless  move* 
ments  of  his  brother,  had  prepared  himself  for 
such  an  issue ;  and,  waiting  till  the  bruano-  made 
a  pause  just  under  the  branches,  he  fired  his  rifle 
with  deadlier  aim.  The  bear,  in  clutching  to  one  of 
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the  limbs,  had  extended  his  body  outward,  and 
.  this  gave  the  rifleman  the  chance  of  aiming  at  his 
head.  The  bullet  must  have  told:  for  the  bear, 
instead  of  ascending  higher,  was  seen  hanging 
down  from  the  limb,  as  if  he  was  clinging  to  it 
with  enfeebled,  strength. 

At  this  moment  the  cannon -like  report  of 
Pouchskin's  fusil  filled  the  woods  with  its  booming 
echoes ;  and  Bruin,  suddenly  relaxing  his  grasp, 
came  bump  down  among  the  hunters — missing 
Pouchskin  by  about  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch ! 
Lucky  for  the  old  grenadier  there  was  even  this 
much  of  a  miss.  It  was  as  good  as  a  mile  to  him. 
Had  the  bear's  body  descended  upon  his- shoulders, 
falling  from  such  a  height,  it  would  have  flattened 
him  out  as  dead  as  the  bear  was  himself;  and  Pouch- 
skin,  perceiving  the  danger  from  which  he  had  so 
narrowly  escaped,  looked  as  perplexed  and  miserable 
as  if  some  great  misfortune  had  actually  befallen 
him ! 
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'  Ocit  lieroea  now,  liavin  j  accomplialied  their  m 
aion  to  Borueo,  were  about  to  cross  over  to  tte  I 
island  of  Sumatra;  in  wliicli— aa  well  as  in  Jara,  | 
or  upon  the  mainland  of  Blaiacca — they  would  flnl  1 
the  other  Biin-hear,  known  os  the  ursus  iiialayanus 
but  previous  to  their  departure  from  Sambos,  tber    I 
obtained  iufonnation  that  led  them  to  believe  that    ' 
this  gpecies  also  inhabited  the  island  of  Borneo, 
It  \raa   more   rarely  met  with   than  the  orange- 
breasted  variety ;  but  the  natives,  generally  better 
guides  than  the  anatomists  in  the  matter  of  specific 
distinctions,  stoutly  maintained  that  there  were  two 
kinds;  and  the  Dyak  bee-hunter — ivhose  interest 
bad  been  Bccured  by  the  ample  reward    alrendv 
bestowed  upon  him— promised  them,  that  if  they 
iToulJ  go  with  him  to  a  certaia  district  of  couutrv, 
he  would  show  them  the  larger  species  of  bruang. 
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Prom  the  man's  description  of  it  Alexis  easily 
recognized  the  ursm  malayanus — the  species  they 
had  killed  heing  the  ursm  ev/ryspilus. 

Indeed,  had  there  heen  any  doubt  about  this 
matter,  it  would  have  been  set  at  rest,  by  what  our 
travellers  saw  in  the  streets  of  Sambos.  There 
both  species  were  exhibited  by  the  itinerant  jug- 
glers— for  both  the  sun-bears  can  be  easily  tamed 
and  trained — and  these  men  stated  that  they  had 
procured  the  "  big  bruang,"  in  the  woods  of 
Borneo. 

Since,  then,  he  was  there  to  be  found,  why  go 
to  Sumatra  in  search  of  him  ?  They  had  still 
travelling  enough  before  them;  and  they  were 
beginniDg  to  get  tired  of  it.  It  was  natural  that 
— after  so  long  an  absence  and  the  endurance  of 
so  many  perils  and  hardships — they  should  bo 
longing  for  home,  and  the  comforts  of  that  fin© 
palace  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva. 

They  resolved,  therefore,  to  accompany  the  Dyak 
guide  on  a  new  expedition. 

They  were  a  whole  day  upon  the  journey ;  and 
just  before  nightfall  reached  the  place,  where  the 
man  expected  to  fall  in  with  the  big  bruangs.  Of 
course,  they  could  not  commence  their   search 
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before  moniiig.  ThejIudted^tiieTOfiin^aiilfaMi 
camp— fheir  Djak  guide  cnefiiig  m  lM«boeUii 
leM  tban  an  hour,  and  thatdiiiig  it  owm  wSkh 
huge  leaves  of  tiie  wild  mutactm. 

The  place  where  ihej  had  halted  WM  in  ik  nU 
of  a  magnifieenfe  gro?e^  w  rather  a  fineal^ofpdM 
of  that  kind  called  mbom^y  hj  th 
is  a  epeoies  of  the  genua  ormfM.     Xtiaooeoftti 
''cabbage"  palms;  that  is,  ita  joang  leaves InId 
expanding  are  eaten  by  the  natiTea  aa  a  vegitaUi^ 
after  the  manner  in  which  Eoropeana  use  nbhp 
They  are  of  a  delicate  whitenessy  with  a  met 
nutty  flavour;  and,  in  point  of  excellence,  are  efea 
superior  to  those  of  the  cocoa-nut,   or  even  tlw 
West  India  cabbage  palm  (jareca  olemeed).    Bat 
the  nibong  is  put  by  the   Bomeans  and  other 
natives  of  the  Indian  Archipelago   to    a   great 
variety  of  uses.    Its  round  stem  is  employed  as 
uprights  and  rafters  for  their  houses.     Split  into 
lathes,  it  serves  for  the  flooring.      Sugar  can  be 
obtained  from  the  saccharine  juice  of  its  spadii, 
which  also  ferments  into  an  intoxicating  beverage ; 
and  sago  exists  in  abundance  within  the  trunk. 
Pens  and  arrows  for  blow-guns  are  also  made  firom 
the  midribs  of  the  side  leaves ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
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arenga  sacciarifera,  like  many  other  palms,  serves 
for  an  endless  variety  of  purposes. 

Alexis  was  greatly  interested  by  the  appearance 
of  this  beautiful  tree ;  but  it  was  too  late  when 
they  arrived  on  the  ground  for  him  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it.  The  half-hour  before 
darkness  had  been  occupied  in  the  construction  of 
the  hut — in  which  all  hands  had  borne  part. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Alexis — still  curious  about 
the  arengartrees — and  desirous  of  ascertaining  to 
what  genus  of  palms  they  belonged — strayed  off 
among  them,  in  hopes  of  procuring  a  flower.  The 
others  remained  by  the  hut,  preparing  breakfast. 

Alexis  saw  none  of  the  trees  in  flower,  their 
great  spathes  being  yet  unfolded ;  but,  hoping  to 
find  some  one  more  forward  than  the  rest,  he  kept 
on  for  a  considerable  distance  through  the  forest. 

As  he  was  walking  leisurely  along,  his  eyes  at 
intervals  turned  upward  to  the  fronds  of  the 
palms,  he  saw  that  one  of  the  trunks  directly  in 
front  of  him  was  in  motion.  He  stopped  and 
listened.  He  heard  a  sound  as  of  something 
in  the  act  of  being  rent,  just  as  if  some  one  was 
plucking  leaves  from  the  trees.  The  sound  pro- 
ceeded from  the  one  that  was  in  motion ;  but  it 
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wu  only  iti  tmnk  that  lie  saw;  and  whatoforni 
cauBuig  the  noiae  and  the  moTement  apperndti 
be  up  among  the  great  fronda  at  ita  crown. 

Alexia  regretted  that  he  bad  left  his  gun  bdnnl 
him.  He  had  no  other  weapon  with  him  bnfcla 
knife.  Not  that  he  was  afinud:  for  the  amad 
could  not  be  an  elephant  in  the  top  of  a  pahii4ni^ 
nor  a  rhinoceroa ;  and  theae  were  the  only  fa- 
dmpeda  that  need  be  greatly  dreaded  in  a  Bocdmb 
forest :  since  the  royal  tiger,  though  comtnon  eoou^ 
both  in  Java  and  Somatrai  ia  not  an  inhabitant  rf 
Borneo. 

It  was  not  fear  that  caused  him  to  regret  having 
left  his  gun  behind  him  ;  but  simplj  that  he  should 
lose  the  chance  of  shooting  some  animal — perhaps 
a  rare  one.  That  it  was  a  large  one  he  could  tell 
by  the  movement  of  the  tree :  since  no  squirrel  or 
small  quadruped  could  have  caused  the  stout  trunk 
of  the  palm  to  vibrate  in  such  a  violent  manner. 

I  need  not  say  how  the  regret  of  the  young 
hunter  was  increased,  when  he  approached  the 
tree,  and  looking  up,  saw  what  the  animal  really 
was — a  bear,  and  that  bear  the  true  ursus  nuh 
layanus  !  Yes,  there  was  he,  with  his  black  body, 
yellowish  muzzle,  and  white  half-moon  upon  his 
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breast — busy  gorging  himself  upon  the  tender 
leaflets  of  the  arenga — whose  white  fragments, 
constantly  dropping  from  his  jaws,  strewed  the 
ground  at  the  bottom  of  the  tree. 

Alexis  now  remembered  that  this  was  a  well- 
known  habit  of  the  Malayan  bear — whose  favourite 
food  is  the  "cabbage"  of  palm-trees,  and  who 
often  extends  his  depredations  to  the  cocoa  plan- 
tations, destroying  hundreds  of  trees  before  he  can 
be  detected  and  destroyed  himself.  Of  course  this 
wild  arenga  wood — furnishing  the  bear  with  as 
much  "cabbage"  as  he  might  require — was  just 
the  place  for  him ;  and  Alexis  now  understood 
the  reason  why  the  Dyak  had  conducted  them 
thither. 

As  the  naturalist  knew  that  this  kind  of  bear 
was  more  rare  than  the  other  species — that  is,  in 
Borneo — he  now  more  than  ever  felt  chagrin  at 
not  having  his  gun  with  him.  To  attempt  attack- 
ing the  animal  with  his  knife  would  have  been 
absurd,  as  well  as  dangerous — for  the  Malayan  bear 
can  maintain  a  better  flght  than  his  Eornean 
brother. 

But,  indeed,  even  had  Alexis  desired  it,  there 
would  have  been  no  chance  to  reach  the  animal 


vidi  Ut  kiiifr--ii]dBM  the  kimlw  dmld  kM 
dinb  «p  the  pilm;  and  UkaJk  warn  nan  ttnb 
eithor  darad  or  eonUL 

Of  comne  the  benr  Iiad  long  ere  tiaa  fomd 
his  enemy  at  the  ibot  of  the  tree;  aa^  nttngi 
•eriei  of  knr  qaendoiu  criea,  liad  deaietod  tnm)m 
cabbage  eating,  and  pheed  himadf  in  an  attiiiii 
of  defenee.    It  was  evident  from  the  poaifciaali 
had  assomed,  that  he  had  ao  design  of  ecmi 
down,  so  long  as  the  hnnter  remmined  at  tiM  bottoa 
of  the  tree;  nor  did  the  latter  desire  him  to  doM. 
Ou  the  contraiy,  he  struck  the  tree  with  a  stick,  vA 
made  several  other  demonstrations,  with  the  design 
to  hinder  the  bear  from  attempting  a  descent 
Eut  the  animal  did  not  even   meditate  such  a 
thing.     Though  the  palm  was  not   one  of  the 
highest,  it  was  tall  enough  to  keep  him  out  of 
the  reach  of  any  weapon  the  hunter   could  hty 
hands  upon;  and  the  bear;  seemingly  conscious 
of  this  fact,  kept  his  perch  with  a  confident  air 
— that  showed  he  had  no  intention  of  changing 
his  secure  position. 

Alexis  now  began  to  reflect  about  what  he 
should  do.  If  he  could  make  the  others  hear 
him,  that  would  answer  every  purpose.     Of  course 
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they  would  come  up,  bringing  with  them  their 
guns.  This  was  the  most  promising  plan;  and 
Alexis  hastened  to  put  it  into  execution,  by  hal- 
looing at  the  top  of  his  voice.  But,  after  he  had 
shouted  for  nearly  ten  minutes,  and  waited  for  ten 
more,  no  response  was  given;  nor  did  any  one 
make  an  appearance  upon  the  ground. 

Once  more  Alexis  raised  his  voice,  and  shouted 
till  the  woods  rang  with  echoes.  But  these  echoes 
were  all  the  reply  he  could  get  to  his  calls. 

It  was  evident  he  had  unconsciously  strayed 
far  from  the  camp,  and  quite  out  of  earshot  of 
his  companions ! 

"What  was  to  be  done  ?  If  he  should  go  back 
to  the  others,  to  bring  them  and  also  his  gun,  the 
bear  would  in  all  probability  seize  the  opportunity 
to  descend  from  the  tree  and  take  himself  off.  In 
that  case  he  would  most  certainly  escape:  since 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  tracking  him  through 
such  a  wood.  On  the  other  hand,  Alexis  need  not 
remain  where  he  was.  He  might  stay  there  till 
doomsday,  before  Bruin  would  condescend  to  come 
down ;  and  even  should  he  do  so,  what  chance  would 
there  be  of  effecting  his  capture  P 

"While  reflecting  thus,  a  happy  idea  occurred  to 
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the  young  banter;  and  he  was  seen  all  at  oneeti 
etep  a  pace  or  two  back,  and  place  himielf  hAU 
the  broad  leaves  of  a  wild' jptjony,  where  be  la 
bidden  from  the  eyes  of  the  bear. 

As  the  morning  was  a  little  raw  he  had  b 
cloak  around  him ;  and  this  be  instantly  siaippi 
off.  He  had  already  in  bis  bands  the  stout  kng 
stick — with  which  he  had  been  hammering  i^ 
the  palm — ^and  this  he  now  sharpened  at  oneod 
with  his  knife.  On  the  other  end  be  pbuxd  lis 
cap,  and  beneath  it  his  cloak,  folding  the  latts 
around  the  stick,  and  tying  it  on  in  such  a  fasHon 
as  to  make  of  it  a  rude  representation  of  the  hunum 
form. 

When  he  had  got  the  "  dummy  "  rigged  out  to 
his  satisfaction,  he  reached  cautiously  forward- 
still  keeping  the  fronds  of  the  pisang  between 
himself  and  the  bear.  In  this  position,  he  held 
the  "scarecrow"  out  at  the  full  length  of  his 
arm ;  and,  giving  the  stick  a  punch,  set  it  erect 
in  the  ground.  The  bruang,  from  his  elevated 
perch  on  the  tree,  could  not  fail  to  see  the  object 
— though  the  hunter  himself  was  still  concealed 
by  the  huge  leaves  that  drooped  over  his  head. 
Alexis,  now  cautiously,  and  without  making  the 
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Pg  slightest  noise,  stole  away  from  the  spot.     "When 
^;  he  believed  himself  well  out  of  hearing  of  the  bear, 
^j  he  quickened  his  pace,  and  retraced  his  steps  to 
the  camp. 

It  was  but  the  work  of  a  minute  for  all  hands  to 

p.   arm  themselves  and  set  out ;  and  in  ten  minutes' 

time  they  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the   arenga^ 

and  had  the  gratification  of  finding  that  the  ruse 

of  Alexis  had  proved  successful. 

The  bruang  was  still  crouching  upon  the  crown 
of  the  palm;  but  he  did  not  stay  there  much 
longer,  for  a  volley  fired  at  his  white  breast 
toppled  him  over  from  his  perch ;  and  he  fell  to 
the  bottom  of,  the  tree  as  dead  as  a  stone. 

The  Dyak  was  rather  chagrined  that  he  had 
not  himself  discovered  the  game ;  but,  on  ascer- 
taining that  he  would  receive  the  promised 
bounty  all  the  same,  he  soon  got  the  better  of 
his  regrets.  i 

Our  hunters  being  on  the  ground,  were  deter- 
mined to  make  a  day  of  it ;  and  after  breakfast 
continued  their  hunt — which  resulted  in  their 
finding  and  killing,  not  only  another  hruang^  but 
a  rimau  dahan,  or  "clouded  tiger"  (felis  macro- 
celus) :   the  most  beautiful  of  all  feline  amx!a»3ss.^ 
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S*  rouU  for  the  gnnd  moantaina  of  Imai 
■tDpendona  cbain  of  the  Himalayas ! 

There  our  hunters  eipected  to  find  no  le 
three  species  of  bears — each  distinct  from  the 
in  outline  of  form,  in  aspect,  in  certain  habi 
even  iu  habitat;  for  although  all  three  exist 
Himalayas,  each  has  its  own  zone  of  altit: 
which  it  rangea  almost  eiclusirely.  These 
bears  are,  the  "  sloth  bear "  (vrtut  labiafu 
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^1 "  Thibet  bear  "  (nrstis  thibetanus)^  and  the  *'  snow 

jii  bear"  {ursus  isdbellinus). 

The  first-mentioned  is  the  one  which  has  received 

gj  most  notice — both  from  naturalists  and  travellers. 

^  It  is  that  species  which  by  certain  wiseacres  of  the 

P  <5loset  school  was  for  a  long  time  regarded  as  a 
sloth  (Jbradypus),  In  redeeming  it  from  this  cha- 
racter, other  sjstematists  were  not  content  to  leave 
it  where  it  really  belongs — in  the  genus  wraus — 
but  must,  forsooth,  create  a  new  one  for  its  special 
accommodation ;  and  it  now  figures  in  zoological 
catalogues  as  a  procTiilm — the  jprochilus  labiatm  ! 
"We  shall  reject  this  absurd  title,  and  call  it  by  its 
real  one — ursti^  lahiatus,  which,  literally  translated, 
would  mean  the  "  lipped  bear  " — not  a  very  specific 
appellation  neither.  The  name  has  been  given  in 
reference  to  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  animal 
—that  is,  its  power  of  protruding  or  extending  the 
lips  to  seize  its  food — in  which  peculiarity  it  re- 
sembles the  tapir,  giraffe,  and  some  other  animals. 
Its  trivial  name  of  "  sloth  bear  "  is  more  expressive : 
for  certainly  its  peculiar  aspect — caused  by  the  long 
shaggy  masses  of  hair  which  cover  its  neck  and 
body — gives  it  a  very  striking  resemblance  to  the 
sloth.     Its  long  crescent-shaped  claws  strengthen 
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tliis  resemblance.  A  less  distiactire  name  'ti 
by  wliich  it  is  knowa  to  the  French  nutunli 
"ours  de  jougleur?,"  or  "juggJer's  bear."  Itfj 
tesque  appearance  makea  it  a  great  favourite' 
the  lodian  mountebonka ;  but,  as  mimj  ol 
species  aro  also  trained  to  dancing  and  moil 
tricks,  the  name  ia  not  characteristic. 

This  bear  ia  not  quite  so  large  as  the  ursiu  or 
though  iudividuala  are  sometimes  met  vitb  m 
proncbing  the  bulk  of  the  latter.  The  fui* 
longer  and  "  shaggier  "  than  in  any  other  specia- 
being  upon  the  back  of  the  neck  full  twelve  indi' 
in  length.  In  this  mass  of  long  hair  there  h: 
curious  line  of  separation  running  transvend 
across  the  back  of  the  neck.  The  front  diviw 
falls  forward  over  the  crown,  so  as  to  overhaDgtl 
eyes — thus  imparting  to  the  physiognomy  of  t 
animal  a  heavy,  stupid  appearance.  The  oti 
portion  flaps  back,  forming  a  thick  mane  or  bun 
upon  the  shoulders.  In  old  individuals  the  1 
becomes  greatly  elongated  ;  and  hanging  down 
most  to  the  ground  on  both  flanks,  and  along 
neck,  imparts  to  the  animal  the  strange  appeara 
of  being  without  legs ! 

The  general  colour  of  the  coat   is  black,  v 
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here  and  there  a  dash  of  brown  over  it.  Upon  the 
breast  there  is  a  white  list  of  a  triangular  shape ; 
and  the  muzzle  is  also  a  dirty  yellowish  white. 
There  is  no  danger  of  mistaking  this  species  for  any 
other  of  the  black  Asiatic  bears,  or  even  any  black 
bears.  The  long  shaggy  hair,  hanging  loosely,  pre- 
sents an  appearance  altogether  different  from  the 
uniform  brush-like  surface,  which  characterizes  the 
coats  of  ursm  malayanus,  eurysjpilus,  americamiSy 
ornatus,  and  frupleyus. 

Perhaps  the  most  peculiar  characteristic  of  the 
sloth  bear  is  the  capability  it  possesses  of  pro- 
truding the  lips,  which  it  can  do  to  a  length  of 
several  inches  from  its  jaws — shooting  them  out  in 
the  form  of  a  tube,  evidently  designed  for  suction. 
This,  together  with  the  long  extensile  tongue — 
which  is  flat  shaped  and  square  at  the  extremity — 
shows  a  peculiar  design,  answering  to  the  habits 
of  the  animal.  No  doubt  the  extraordinary  develop- 
ment of  tongue  is  given  to  it  for  the  same  purpose 
as  to  the  edentata  of  the  ant-eating  tribe — to 
enable  it  to  "lick  up"  the  termites. 

Its  great  curved  claws,  which  bear  a  very 
striking  resemblance  to  those  of  the  ant-eaters — 
especially  the  large  tamanoir  of  South  America — 
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am  used  for  the  same  purpose  :  that  of  bre^ttngiip 
tli8  glutinous  oompoat  with  which  the  terrailo 
conHtruct  their  curious  dwellings. 

Tbuse  insects  constitute  a  portion  of  the  M 
bear's  "commissariat  of  subaiatence;"  but  he  »ili 
also  eat  fruits,  and  sweet  succulent  ve<fetal)ki; 
and,  it  ia  scarce  necessary  to  add,  that  he  is  ""nU 
after"  houey,  and  a  regular  robber  of  bee-hives. 

Notwithstanding  the  comic  role,  which  lifl  i)  I 
often  taugbt  to  play  ia  the  bands  of  the  juggleOi  I 
he  not  unfrequently  eaacts  a.  little  bit  of  tragedv, 
Tliia  occurs  when  in  his  wild  or  natural  state, 
is  not  disposed  wantonly  to  make  an  attack  upon 
human  beings ;  and  if  left  unmolested,  he  will 
his  way;  but,  when  wounded  or  otherwise  f 
voked,  he  can  show  fight  to  about  the  same  degree 
as  the  black  btar  of  America.  The  natives  of 
India  hold  him  in  dread :  hut  chieflv  on  account 
of  the  damage  he  occasions  to  tlieir  crops — espe- 
cially to  the  plantations  of  sugar-cane. 

"We  have  stated  that  the  sloth  bear  ia 
ciclusively  confined  to  the  Himalayas,  On 
contrary,  these  mountains  are  only  the  northern 
limit  of  his  range— which  estends  over  the  whole 
peninsula  of  Hindoataii,  and  even  beyond   it,  to 
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tlie  island  of  Ceylon.  He  is  common  in  the 
■     Deccan,  the  country  of  the  Mahrattas,  Sylhet,  and 

most  probably  throughout  Transgangetio  India. 
,    In  the  mountains    that    bound  the  province  of 

Bengal  to  the    east    and  west,    and    also  along 

the  foot  hills  of  the  Himalayas  of  Nepaul  on  its 
.  north,  the  sloth  bear  is  the  most  common  repre- 
:  sentative  of  the  Bruin  family;  but  up  into  the 
L  higher  ranges  he  does  not  extend  his  wanderings. 
,     His  habitat  proves  that  he  affects  a  hot,  rather  than 

a  cold  climate — notwithstanding  the  great  length 

fi 

of  the  fur  upon  his  coat. 

One  peculiarity  remains  to  be  mentioned.  In- 
stead  of  hiding  himself  away  in  solitudes,  remote 
from  human  habitations,  he  rather  seeks  the 
society  of  man :  not  that  he  is  fond  of  the  latter ; 
but  simply  that  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  results 
of  human  industry.  Por  this  purpose  he  always 
seeks  his  haunt  near  to  some  settlement — whence 
he  may  conveniently  make  his  depredations  upon 
the  crops.  He  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  forest 
animal.  The  low  jungle  is  his  abode;  and  his 
lair  is  a  hole  under  some  overhanging  bank — either 
a  natural  cavity,  or  one  which  has  been  hollowed 
out  by  some  burrowing  animal. 


I;  '..J 
Kaowing  that  the  sloth  bear  miglit  bemet«^ 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  to  the  northwarfi 
Calcutta,  our  hunters  detertnmed  to  keep  n  Iwt 
out  for  him  while  on  their  way  to  the  Himalajai- 
which  mountains  they  intended  ascending,  fife 
through  the  llttlo  state  of  Sifekim,  or  the  kins 

»of  Nepaul. 
Their  route  from  Calcutta  to  the  hilla  lay  a  iittlf 
to  the  west  of  north  j  and  at  many  places  on  tha: 
journey  they  not  only  heard  of  the  sloth  bear,  ki 
were  witnesses  of  the  ravages  which  this 
•  —  tive  creature  Lad  committed  on  thecropaof^ 
farmers. 

There  were  sugar  plaiitations,  on  which  they  saw 
tall  wooden  towers  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  Mi 
and  carried  to  B  considerable  height  above  the 
surrounding  vegetation.  On  inquiring  the 
of  these  siogular  structures,  they  were  informed 
that  they  vrere  intended  as  watch-towers  ;  and  that, 
during  the  aeaaon,  when  the  crops  were  approaching 
to  rijienoss,  videtles  were  stationed  upon  these 
towers,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  to  keep  a  look' 
out  lor  the  bears,  and  frighten  them  oS'  whenever 
these  plunderers  made  their  appearance  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  fields  ! 
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J        iNotwithstandmg   the    many  evidences  of  the 

ij    sloth  bear's  presence  met  with  throughout  the 

j,    province  of  Bengal,  our  hunters  failed  in  falling  in 

j    with  this  grotesque  gentleman,  till  they  were  close 

J    up  to  the  foot  of  the  Himalaya  mountains,  in  that 

peculiar  district  known  as  the  TerdL     This  is  a 

belt  of  jungle  and  forest  land — of  an  average  width 

of  about  twenty  miles,  and  stretching  along  the 

southern  base  of  the  Himalaya  range  throughout 

its  whole  length,  from  Affghanistan  to  China.     In 

all  places  the  Terai  is  of  so  unhealthy  a  character, 

that  it  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  inhabited — its 

only  human  denisiens  being  a  few  sparse  tribes 

of  native  people  (Mechs)  ;  who,  acclimated  to  its 

miasmatic  atmosphere,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 

it.  Woe  to  the  European  who  makes  any  lengthened 

sojourn  in  the  Terai !    He  who  does  will  there  find 

his  grave. 

Por  all  its  unhealthiness,  it  is  the  favourite  haunt 
of  many  of  the  largest  quadrupeds  :  the  elephant, 
the  huge  Indian  rhinoceros,  the  lion  and  tiger,  the 
jungly  ghau  or  wild  ox,  the  sambur  ptag,  panthers, 
leopards,  and  cheetahs.  The  sloth  bear  roams 
through  its  thickets  and  glades — where  his  fa- 
vourite food,  the  white  ants,  abounds ;  and  it  was 
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upon  teaching  this  district  that  our  hunters  bhk 
particularly  bent  themselves  to  search  for  a  spec- 
men  of  this  uncouth  creature. 

Fortunately  they  were  not  long  till  they  fomi 
one — else  the  climate  of  the  Terai  would  soo; 
BO  enfeebled  them,  that  they  might  never  have  beea 
able  to  climb  tbo  stupeudouB  mountains  bejoni 
Almost  upon  entering  within  the  confinea  of  this 
deadly  Trildcmeaa,  they  encountered  the  sloth  bear; 
and  although  the  interview  waa  purely  accidenUl, 
it  ended  in  Bruin  being  deprived  of  hia  life  ani 
bis  long-haired  robe. 

The  sloth  bear  did  not  submit  tamely  to  tbii 
double  robbery,  for  he  was  himself  the  assaibuit— 
having  been  the  firet  to  cry  "  ataild  and  deliver!" 
"Not  was  hia  conquest  accomplished  'without  ■ 
perilouH  struggle — that  came  very  near  reducin! 
the  number  of  our  heroea  from  odd  to  even.  But 
we  shall  give  the  account  of  tho  afiitir,  as  we  find  it 
detailed  in  the  journal  of  Aleris. 
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BBUIN  TAKEN  BY  THE  TONGUE. 

The  travellers  had  halted  for  lunch,  and  tied  their 
horses  to  the  trees.  While  Pouchskin  was  spread- 
ing out  the  comestibles,  and  Alexis  engaged  in 
noting  down  in  his  journal  the  events  of  the  day, 
Ivan — attracted  by  a  beautiful  bird — had  taken  up 
his  fowling-piece,  and  followed  the  bird  through 
the  jungle — in  hopes  of  getting  a  shot  at  it.  We 
go  along  with  Ivan,  for  it  was  he  who  started  the 
^*  mountebank "  bear,  that  came  near  mounting 
him  on  the  moment  of  their  meeting  it. 

Ivan  was  walking  cautiously  along  a  bank,  that 
rose  to  about  the  height  of  his  head ;  but  which  in 
places  was  undermined,  as  if  by  the  action  of 
running  water — though  there  was  no  water  to  be 
aeen.  The  ground,  however,  upon  which  he  trod 
was  covered  with  pebbles  and  coarse  gravel — show- 
ing that  at  some  period  Vater  must  have  flowed 
over  it ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  evidently  the  bed  of  a 
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— ami  Keepiug  out  oi  cue  ran 
Avas  iu  a  bent  attitude,  crouch i 
bank — wliicli  he  was  using  aa 
him  to  approach  the  tantalizinr 
All  at  ODce,  a  lingular  noise 
It  waa  a  aort  of  monotonoue  pur 
by  a  spinning-machine,  or  a  very 
like  the  latter,  it  was  prolonge 
The  sound  was  not  eiactly  plej 
for  it  denoted  the  proximity  of  ; 
although  it  was  not  loud,  the 
about  the  tone  that  told  him 
utterance  to  it  wna  a  ra'eature 
fact,  it  fell  upon  Ivan's  ear  in  t 
warning  ;  and  caused  him  to  dei 
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^  constantly  vibrating ;  and,  as  there  was  no  definite 
2  concussion,  it  was  all  the  more  difficult  to  trace  it 
L.,  to  its  source. 

jj       The  thought  that  had  entered  into  Ivan's  mind 

jj  was  that  it  might  be  the  purring  of  a  tiger  he 

^    heard ;  and  yet  it  seemed  scarcely  so  harsh   as 

that — for  he  knew  the  peculiar  rattle  which  fre- 

quentiy  proceeds  from  the  thorax  of  the  royal 

Bengalese  cat. 

He  quickly  reflected,  however,  that  whether  it 
was  tiger  or  not,  it  would  neither  be  safe  for  him 
to  raise  an  alarm,  nor  start  to  rush  back  to  the 
bivouac — though  this  was  not  twenty  yards  from 
the  spot.  £y  making  an  attempt  to  retreat,  he 
might  draw  the  animal  after  him,  or  stumble  upon  it 
— not  knowing  its  direction.  It  was  to  ascertain  its 
whereabouts  that  he  had  stopped  and  stood  listen- 
ing. That  once  known,  he  might  keep  his  place, 
or  take  to  flight — as  circumstances  should  dictate. 
Nearly  a  minute  remained  he  in  this  irresolute 
attitude — ^looking  around  on  every  side,  and  over 
the  bank  into  the  contiguous  jungle  ;  but  he  could 
see  no  living  thing  of  any  kind — for  even  the 
bird  had  long  since  taken  its  departure  from  the 
place.    Still  the  purriug  continued ;  and  once  or 


twice  the  gound  increaHcd  in  volume till  it 

aeaLtmed  the  character  of  a  "  growl." 

All  at oQce, however,  it  cnme  to  an  eDd;imdni 
aucceeded  by  a  quick  sharp  "sniff,"  sBTenltiw 
repeated.  Thia  wag  a  more  definite  BOimd; 
guided  li^au'a  eyes  in  a  direction  in  whioliheie 
not  before  thought  of  loolnng.  Ko  hadhiftaB' 
beet!  reconnoitering  around  htm  and  omj-  thobni 
He  had  not  thought  of  looking  under  it. 

In  this  direction  were  hia  eyes  now  turned  ;>iii 
stooping  his  body,  he  peered  into  the  daric  ^ 
terraneous  escavation  which  the  water  jiad  aasi 
in  the  alluvial  earth.  There,  to  his  surpi 
beheld  the  author  of  the  baritone  performance  tiiat 
had  been  puzzling  him. 

At  first  he  saw  only  a  countenance  of  a  dirtj- 
whitish  colour,  with  a  pair  of  ugly  glancing  eyesi 
but,  in  looldng  more  attentively,  this  countenanw 
Wft3  seen  to  protrude  out  of  an  immense  surround- 
ing of  black  shaggy  hair,  which   could   be  the 

covering  of  no  other  animal  than  a  bear and 

sloth  bear  at  that  ? 

On  making  thia  discovery,  Ivan  did  not  know 
wliether  to  he  merry  or  Bad,  He  would  have  bees 
glad  enough,  had  he  seen  the  boar  at  a  distance 
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^  but,  situated  as  he  was — witli  the  great  brute  near 
^  enough  to  reach  him  at  a  single  spring,— in  fact, 
almost  between  his  legs — he  had  little  cause  to 
congratulate  himself  upon  the  "  find."  Nor  did  he. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  seized  with  a  quick  per- 
ception of  danger,  and  only  thought  of  making  his 
escape.  He  would  have  turned  upon  the  instant 
and  fled ;  but  it  occurred  to  him,  that  by  doing  so 
he  would  draw  the  bear  after  him ;  and  he  knew 
that,  notwithstanding  the  uncouth  shuffle  which  a 
bear  makes  in  running, — and  the  sloth  bear  is  the 
greatest  "  shuffler"  of  the  family, — he  can  still  go 
too  fast  for  a  man.  Should  he  turn  his  face,  the 
bear  might  spring  upon  his  back,  and  thus  have 
him  at  his  mercy. 

Instead  of  facing  away,  therefore,  Ivan  kept  his 
front  to  the  bank ;  and  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  animal,  commenced  gliding  backward,  slowly 
but  silently.  At  the  same  time  he  had  cautiously 
raised  his  gun  to  the  level — with  no  intention,  how- 
ever, of  firing,  but  merely  to  be  ready  in  case  the 
bear  should  become  the  assailant.  Otherwise,  Ivan 
was  perfectly  agreeable  to  making  it  a  "draw" 
between  them. 

Bruin,  however,  had  no  idea  of  thus  giving  up 
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tbe  game;  for  tiie  fierce  growl  whicli  jiiat  attlui 
inoment  escaped  bim,  aignitied  aujtbing  but  o^ni 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  the   prelude  to  the  plij; 
and  declared  hia  intention  of  beginning  it.    Almi* 
Bimultaneous  with  the  gron-],  he  was  seen  Btartiog 
to  hIa  feet ;  and  before  Itsii  could  pull  trigger,  or 
even  raise  hia  gun  to  a  proper  elevation,  a  huge  m 
of  black  shagp;y  hair,  like  a  bundle  of  sooty  off, 
came  whisking  through  the  air  directij  tovu^ 
him.     Men  talk  of  the  sudden  spring  of  the  tigm, 
and  the  quick,  rushing  charge  of  the  lion;  bot 
strange  aa  it  may  seem,  neither  oue  nor  other  of 
theae  auimala  can  charge  forward  on  their  intended 
victim  with  more  celerity  than  a  bear — clumsy  ami 
uncouth  aa  Bruin  may  appear.     His   capacity  o( 
raising  himaelf  erect  gives  him  this  advantage ;  aod 
from  hia  great  plautigrade  posterior    paws,  com-    I 
bined  \rith  hia  powerful  muscular  lega,  he  can  pitch 
forward  with  a  velocity  Burprising  as   it   ia  un- 
expected.     Thia    the    regular   bear-hunter    well 
knows ;  and  the  knowledge  renders  him  cautioui 
about  coming  too  close  to  a  coucTiant  bear.     Ivaa 
himself  knew  it ;  and  it  was  for  thia  very  reasoo  he 
was  endeavouring  to  widen  the  distance  between 
himself  and  Bruia,  before  he  should  turn  to  ran. 
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Unfortunately  he  had  not  succeeded  in  gaining 
.  sufficient  ground.  He  was  still  within  charging 
.  distance  of  the  animal  as  it  rose  to  its  feet ;  but 
another  step  backward  as  the  bear  launched  forth, 
carried  him  clear  of  the  spring ;  and  Eruin  leaped 
short.  In  another  instant,  however,  he  erected 
himself,  and  again  sprang  forward ;  but  this  time 
the  impetus  given  to  his  body  was  not  so  great ; 
and,  although  he  succeeded  in  closing  with  the 
young  hunter,  the  latter  was  enabled  to  keep  his 
feet  and  grapple  with  him  in  an  erect  attitude. 
Had  he  fallen  to  the  ground,  the  bear  would  have 
made  short  work  with  him. 

Ivan  had  dropped  his  gun :  for,  not  having  time 
to  raise  it  or  take  aim,  the  weapon  was  of  no  use. 
His  hands  were  therefore  free ;  and  as  the  bear 
pitched  up  against  him,  he  stretched  out  his  arms, 
grasped  the  long  hair  that  hung  over  the  frontlet 
of  the  animal,  and  with  all  his  might  held  back  the 
monster's  head  with  his  threatening  jaws. 

The  bear  had  thrown  both  his  paws  around  the 
body  of  the  young  hunter ;  but  a  broad  thick  belt 
which  the  latter  chanced  to  have  on,  protected 
his  skin  from  the  animal's  claws.  So  long  as  he 
could  hold  back  that  open  mouth,  witli  its  double 
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the  pebbles.  There,  after  a  few  grotesqae 
£  jContortions  his  limbs  lay  extended  and  motion- 
^less,  making  it  evident  beyond  a  doubt,  that  his 
_.j "  dancing  days  were  over." 

r'r 


CHAPTER    LXI. 

AN     EXTEA     SKIN". 

Otje  hunters  did  not  remain  at  their  bivouac 
longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  swallow 
a  hasty  meal.  They  had  been  warned  of  the  dan- 
gerous climate  of  the  Terdi,  and  hurrying  on 
through  it,  reached  the  more  elevated  hill  region 
before  night. 

Journeying  on,  they  entered  the  kingdom  of 
Nepaul,  among  whose  hills  they  expected  to  find 
the  Thibet  bear  (urstis  thihetanua).  This  animal 
has  been  usually  regarded  as  a  mere  variety  of  the 
ursus  arctos  ;  but  without  the  slightest  reason.  It 
is  an  animal  of  more  gentle  habits,  and  exclusively 
a  vegetarian  in  its  diet :  in  colour  it  is  black,  but 


having  a  white  mark  on  its  breast  shaped  like  &I, 
the  branches  of  the  letter  coniiog  up  in  front  of  iti 
ahouldors,  while  the  limb  esteiida  between  the  fun 
legs  and  half-way  along  the   belly.     The  clairarf 
the  animal  are  small  aud  weak  ;    and  its  ptoiii 
forma  almost  a  etroight  line,  thus  essentially  dinn- 
ing from  the  «/■«««  arelos.   It  is  also  a  much  amalle! 
animal — rarely  attaining  to  moro  than  half  tbeaiw 
of  the  latter  species,  aud  scarce  bigger  than  Ibt 
urms  malayanua,  to  which  it   bears  a  far  greitct 
resemblance.    It  is  found  ia    the    mountains  of 
Sjlhet,  and  throughout  that  portion  of  the  Hima- 
layas  enclosed   within    the    great     bend    of  tbs 
Brahmapootra,  In   Thihet,  whence    it   derivea  its 
Bpecifio  appellation.     It  is  equally  an   inhabitaul 
of    the    hill-country  of   Nepaul ;    and    there  OM 
hunters  proceeded  in   search    of   their  specimea, 
By  the  help  of  a  "  Ghoorka"   guide,    which  tbe.f 
had  hired,  they  were  not  long    in   finding  one; 
but  aa  there  waa  no  curioua  or  particular  incident 
connected  with  ita  capture,  the  journal  of  Alexis  'm 
silent  upon  the  aJBtir:  it  ia  oiily  recorded  that  the 
animal  waa  started  from  a  thicket  of  rhododendron 
bushes,  and  ahot  down  while  endeavouring  to  make 
ita  escape. 
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Having  settled  their  business  with  the  Thibet 
bear,  our  hunters  might  have  also  procured  another 
species  within  the  territory  of  Nepaul — that  is,  the 
brown,  or  Isabella  bear  (ursus  isahellinus).  This 
they  could  have  found  by  ascending  to  the  higher 
ranges  of  the  great  snowy  mountains  that  overlook 
Nepaul ;  but  as  they  knew  they  should  also  en- 
counter this  species  near  the  sources  of  the  Ganges, 
and  as  they  were  desirous  of  visiting  that  remark- 
able locality,  they  continued  on  westward  through 
Nepaul  and  Delhi,  arriving  at  the  health  station  of 
Mussoorie,  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Dehra 
Poon. 

After  resting  here  for  some  days,  they  proceeded 
to  ascend  the  mountains,  the  lower  and  middle 
zone  of  which  they  found  covered  with  forests  of 
magnificent  oaks,  of  several  distinct  species. 

In  these  oak  forests,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of 
Alexis,  they  heard  of  the  existence  of  a  large  black 
bear,  altogether  different  from  the  urstis  tJiibetanus, 
and  equally  so  from  the  ursus  isdbellinus — a  dis- 
tinct species,  in  fact,  which,  though  well  known  to 
Anglo-Indian  hunters,  appears  to  have  escaped  the 
attention  of  naturalists. 

They  ascertained,  moreover,  that  he   was  far 


from  being  a  scarce  niiiraa!,  or  an  insignificaot 
member  of  the  Bruin  family ;  in  point  of  size,  fo> 
midable  strength,  and  fiirocity  of  diapositioD, 
being  only  inferior  to  iirstis  ferox  and  marilimsi, 
and  in  all  these  qualities  quite  a  match  for  the 
ursitg  arctog.  Of  his  ferce  nature,  and  the  capa- 
bility to  do  mischief,  our  travellera  had  evideD« 
in  alnioat  every  village  tbfougb  which  they  passed, 
Numerous  instances  vfere  brought  before  their 
notice  of  men  who  had  been  scratched  and  torn 
by  these  black  bears,  and  some  tnoat  fearfullv 
mutilated.  They  saw  men  with  their  whole  skin 
stripped  from  their  skulls  and  faces ;  their  fea- 
tures presenting  a  most  hideous  aspect. 

This  singular  habit  of  inflicting  punishment  on 
their  human  enemy  appears  to  be  commou  to  the 
whole  bear  tribe — I  mean,  the  habit  of  scalping 
their  victims,  and  endeavouring  to  diafigure  the  face. 
Not  only  do  both  the  black  and  brown  bears  of  the 
Himalayas  follow  this  habit,  but  also  the  ursiu 
itrctos,  the  grisly,  and  the  white.  They  always 
aim  at  the  head,  but  more  eapecially  the  face  ;  and 
with  a  single  "  rake  "  of  their  spread  clawa,  usually 
atrip  off  both  skin  and  flesh. 

Having   accomplished  this,  a  bear  will    often 
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desist  from  further  iU-treatment  of  his  victims ; 
and  if  the  latter  will  but  lie  still  and  feign  dead, 
the  monster  will  give  up  mauling  him,  and  shamble 
off  from  the  ground,  apparently  satisfied  with 
haying  taken  the  scalpr 

This  savage  habit  on  the  part  of  the  bears  our 
young  hunters  had  long  since  noted;  and  that 
the   black  bear  of  the    Himalayas  followed  the^ 
fashion  of  his  kindred,  they  had  now  ample  evi- 
dence. 

In  his  other  habits — ^which  they  learnt  from  the 
shikkaries,  or  village  hunters — this  bear  strongly 
resembles  the  nrstis  arctos  of  Northern  Europe. 
On  ordinary  occasions  his  food  consists  of  fruits, 
roots,  and  insects  of  every  kind  he  can  catch — 
even  scorpions  and  beetles — and  where  the  pri- 
meval forest  does  not  afford  him  full  rations,  he 
will  enter  the  cultivated  grounds  and  make  havoc 
among  the  crops.  Strange  enough,  he  does  not 
meddle  with  the  wheat ;  though  he  will  ravage  the 
fields  of  buckwheat  and  barley!  At  night  he 
enters  the  gardens  contiguous  to  the  houses, 
and  plunders  them  of  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables. He  even  approaches  still  nearer — abstract- 
ing their  honey  from  the  tame  bees — ^the  hives  of 


vhicb,  nccording  to  a  curioua  custom  oftbeiiB 
people,  are  set  in  little  indentations  in  theintlt 
of  their  dwelling-houses. 

The  black  bear  occaaionallj  cools  his  chops  t; 
L. munching  melons  and  cucumbers;  but  he  is  p 
I  ticularly  fond  of  a  dessert  of  aprieota — irliicli  » 
the  most  common  fruit  cultivated  throughout  tlf 
middle  ranges  of  the  Himalayas,  The  bear  entefi 
tlie  apricot  orchard  at  nigbt ;  and  ciirahiD"  He 
trees,  will  make  more  havoc  in  a  single  tiail 
than  a  score  of  schoolboys.  Id  all  the  orchards, 
elevated  crows'  nesta  or  sentry  boxes  are  set  np, 
specially  intended  for  ivatching  tho  bears;  and  tt 
this  season  many  of  them  are  killed  in  the  acto! 
robbing. 

Tlie  Himalayan  black  bear  will  eat  flesh^eithn 
fresh  or  putrid — and  when  once  he  lias  got  into  this 
habit  he  never  forsakes  it,  but  remains  a  carni- 
vorous creature  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  ffiU 
attack  the  goats  and  aheep  on  the  moantain  pas- 
tures; and  will  even  make  inroads  to  tlie  village 
enclosures,  and  destroy  the  animals  in  tbeir  very 
sheds !  "When  a  flock  of  sheep  falls  iu  hit 
way,  unless  he  is  driven  off  by  the  shepherds, 
he  does  not  content  himself  by  killing  only  one, 
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but  sometimes  converts  a   score  of   them  into 
mutton. 

Those  bears,  however,  that  exhibit  an  extreme 
carnivorous  propensity,  are  certain  to  bring  about 
their  own  destruction :  as  the  attention  of  the 
villagers  being  drawn  upon  them,  snares  and  baited 
traps  are  set  everywhere,  and  they  are  also  fol- 
lovp^ed  by  the  Shikkaries  armed  with  their  match- 
lock guns. 

These  bears  often  attain  to  an  immense  size — 
in  this  respect  nearly  equalling  the  ursus  arctos, 
of  which  they  cannot,  however,  be  supposed  to 
be  a  variety.  Eight  feet  is  the  usual  length  of 
a  full-grown  specimen ;  and,  when  in  a  good  con- 
dition, it  requires  a  whole  crowd  of  men  to  raise 
the  carcass  of  one  of  them  from  the  ground. 

Autumn  is  their  season  of  greatest  fatness  ;  and 
especially  when  the  acorns  are  getting  ripe,  but 
previous  to  their  falling  from  the  tree.  Then  the 
black  bears  are  met  with  in  the  greatest  numbers 
coming  from  all  parts  into  the  oak  forests,  and 
climbing  the  trees  to  procure  their  favourite  food. 
They  do  not  nibble  off  the  acorns  one  by  one  \  but 
first  break  the  branches  which  are  loaded,  and 
carry  them  all  into  one  place — generally  into  some 
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or  magpies — which  have  been  1 
the  beara  for  the  purpose  abori 

When  the  forest  lies  in  a  < 
bears  are  much  hunted,  they  ua 
and  conceal  themeelres  in  the 
the  thickets ;  but  ereo  in  such 
may  be  seen  prowling  about 
loDg  after  dajligbt  in  the  morni 

In  the  higher  hills  and  fori 
oak,  remote  from  the  villages, 
take  the  precaution  to  hide 
remain  all  day  "  aoorn  -  gathei 
trees.  It  is  at  this  seasou  that  ti 
with  most  success :  since  the  hi 
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^    but  sometimes  converts  a   score  of    them  into 
mutton. 

Those  bears,  however,  that  exhibit  an  extreme 
carnivorous  propensity,  are  certain  to  bring  about 
their  own  destruction:  as  the  attention  of  the 
villagers  being  drawn  upon  them,  snares  and  baited 
traps  are  set  everywhere,  and  they  are  also  fol- 
lowed by  the  Shikkaries  armed  with  their  match- 
lock guns. 

These  bears  often  attain  to  an  immense  size — 
in  this  respect  nearly  equalling  the  ursus  arctos, 
of  which  they  cannot,  however,  be  supposed  to 
be  a  variety.  Eight  feet  is  the  usual  length  of 
a  full-grown  specimen ;  and,  when  in  a  good  con- 
dition, it  requires  a  whole  crowd  of  men  to  raise 
the  carcass  of  one  of  them  from  the  ground. 

Autumn  is  their  season  of  greatest  fatness  ;  and 
especially  when  the  acorns  are  getting  ripe,  but 
previous  to  their  falling  from  the  tree.  Then  the 
black  bears  are  met  with  in  the  greatest  numbers 
coming  from  all  parts  into  the  oak  forests,  and 
climbing  the  trees  to  procure  their  favourite  food. 
They  do  not  nibble  off  the  acorns  one  by  one  \  but 
first  break  the  branches  which  are  loaded,  and 
carry  them  all  into  one  place — generally  into  some 
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tbetn ;  lor  although  tbey  met  i 
"  sign  " — where  the  bears  had  brok 
of  the  oaks — and  also  saw  numbers 
"  rooks'  neata,"  they  could  not  get  i 
Bruin  himself,  who  had  left  these 
preeeoce.  It  might  be  that  this 
quently  hunted  by  the  native  Shakki 
would  account  for  the  absence  of  th 
the  day  time.  They  had  gone,  no  i 
hiding-places. 

This  was  the  conclusion  at  whic 
arrived  —  after  tramping  about  ui 
tired ;  and  not  having  met  with  a  sii 

It  was  now  the  hour  of  noon;  an 
been  told  that  the  evening  would 
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cedar,  would  recruit  their  strength ;  and  enable 
them  to  take  the  field  again  before  sunset  with 
a  better  prospect  of  success. 

Following  their  back  track  through  the  forest, 
therefore,  they  proceeded  towards  the  place  where 
they  had  left  their  horses. 

Before  coming  in  sight  of  these  animals,  they 
were  admonished  of  their  proximity  by  hearing 
them  neighing  at  short  intervals ;  but,  what  sur- 
prised them  still  more,  they  heard  a  constant 
pounding  —  as  if  the  horses  were  striking  the 
ground  repeatedly  and  continuously  with  their 
hoofs ! 

Arriving  within  view  of  them,  their  astonish- 
ment was  not  diminished,  on  perceiving  that  the 
three  horses  were  rearing  and  dancing  over  the 
ground,  as  if  endeavouring  to  break  loose  from 
their  fastenings  !  Each  had  been  tied  to  a  separate 
branch  of  the  tree  —  their  bridles  being  simply 
noosed  over  the  twigs  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches ;  and  allowing  them  to  play  to  the  full 
length  of  the  rein.  Consequently,  the  three 
horses  were  many  yards  apart  from  each  other; 
but  all  were  equally  in  motion — all  neighing  and 
pitching  about,  as  if  something  had  set  them  mad  I 


Coiilil  it  be  liorse-flies  ?  fcliought  the  huntw, 
Tlioy  kuevF  there  vhb  a  epecies  of  horae-Bj  ic  tt 
Himakyos— greatly  dreaded  by  all  animals,  d 
Bvea  by  man  himself.  They  knew  this ;  for  toi 
had  already  Buffered  from  ita  persecuting  bii* 
But  this  was  in  the  lower  ralleya ;  and  it  «» 
not  likely  it  should  be  fouad  at  the  ele?ation(( 
tills  ihurso  forests— quite  10,CK)0  feet  above  a 
level. 

Perhaps  bees  ?  There  might  be  a  nestof'ili 
bees  somewhere  near — why  not  in.  the  cedar  itwl 
— and  if  so,  the  horaea  might  bo  attacked  by  them; 
That  would  accouut  for  the  capers  they  woi 
cuttiug ! 

They  had  almost  settled  it  in  their  mind  tbit 
this  was  the  true  explanation;  when  an  objwi 
came  before  their  eyea  that  gave  a  very  differed" 
aolutiou  to  the  mystery. 

One  of  the  horses  appeared  more  frightened 
than  the  other  two — at  least  he  was  squealing  anii 
ciirvetiog  in  a  much  more  violent  manner.  Aa  ha 
danced  around,  his  eyea  appeared  to  be  directei 
upwards — the  great  eyo-bBlla  sparkling,  and  pro- 
truded aa  if  about  to  start  from  their  aockcta. 
This    guided    the    glances   of    the    hunters  ;  aad, 
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•  lookiDg  among  the  branches  of  the  cedar,  they 

*   now  perceived  a  large  black  mass,  of  an  oblong 

w    shape — extended  along  one  of  the  lower  limbs,  and 

,  just  over  the  spot  where  the  horse  was  tied. 

^         They  had  hardly  time  to  make  out  the  shape  of 

this  dark  object,  and  become  convinced  that  it  was 

the  body  of  a  bear,  when  the  huge  creature  was 

seen  to  launch  itself  down  from  the  limb;  and 

then  drop  like  a  cat,  all-fours,  upon  the  back  of 

the  horse ! 

The  latter  uttered  a  scream  of  affright ;  and  as 
if  terror  had  added  to  his  strength,  he  now  suc- 
ceeded in  breaking  the  branch — around  which  the 
rein  was  looped — and  bounded  off  through  the 
forest,  the  bear  still  squatted  upon  his  back ! 

The  trees  that  stood  around  were  nearly  all  of 
slender  growth ;  but,  as  their  stems  grew  thickly 
together,  the  horse,  with  his  strange  rider,  could 
make  but  slow  way  among  them  ;  and  every  now. 
and  then  the  former,  half  blind  with  affright, 
dashed  his  sides  against  the  trunks,  causing  them 
to  crackle  and  shiver  at  each  concussion. 

All  at  once  the  horse  was  seen  coming  to  a  halt, 
as  if  brought  up  by  the  power  of  a  Mameluke  bit ! 
The    spectators  saw  this  with  wondering  eyes — 


llD&ble  for  the  moment  to  esplaio  it.  As  theim 
very  near  the  spot  wliere  the  halt  had  been  wk 
th€>j  soon  perceived  the  nature  of  the  interruptim 
The  hear  had  thrown  one  of  his  "rent  fore-im 
I  around  a  tree;  while,  with  the  other,  he  ml 
I  clutched  the  horse,  holding  him  fast !  The  Jesji 
of  Bruin  was  perfectly  clear :  he  bad  seized  li* 
tree  iu  order  to  hrlog  the  steed  to  a  stand ! 

In  this  for  a  time  he  was  successful,  Willnw 
arm  he  waa  enabled  to  retain  the  tree  in  his  po«a- 
ful  hug ;  while  with  the  other  he  held  the  horw- 
his  huge  paw,  with  Its  retentive  claws,  being  firal! 
filed  uuder  the  pommel  of  the  saddle. 

A  singular  struggle  now  ensued,  which  lastd 
for  some  seconds  of  time;  the  horse  making  tli! 
most  energetic  efTorta  to  escape  ;  while  the  bear  ml 
equally  eager  in  endeaTOuring  to  retain  him. 

Lucky  was  it  for  the  steed  that  his  master  was 
not  more  particular  about  the  girth  of  bis  saddle, 
and  that  either  the  strap  or  buckle  was  a  bad  one. 
"Whichever  of  the  two  it  was,  one  of  them  gave 
way;  and  the  Jiorse,  thus  freed,  waa  not  slow  U 
profit  by  the  fortunate  accident.  Uttering  a  neigh 
of  joy,  he  aprang  onward— leaving  both  bear  and 
saddle  behind  him. 
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So  far  as  the  horse  was  concerned,  his  danger 
was  over.  Not  so  with  the  bear,  whose  troubles 
were  just  now  to  begin.  "While  holding  the  horse  in 
his  muscular  arm — and  clutching  the  pine  with  the 
other — the  tree  had  got  bent  until  its  top  almost 
touched  the  saddle.  "When  the  girth  broke,  there- 
fore, the  elastic  sapling  sprang  back  like  a  piece 
of  whalebone ;  and  with  such  an  impetus  as  not 
only  to  shake  Bruin  from  his  hold,  but  to  pitch 
him  several  yards  to  the  opposite  side — where  he 
lay  stunned,  or  at  all  events  so  astonished,  as,  for  a 
moment,  to  appear  as  if  he  had  taken  leave  of  his 
life! 

This  moment  of  the  bear's  embarrassment  was 
not  lost  upon  the  hunters,  who  ran  rapidly  up — 
till  within  ten  paces  of  the  prostrate  animal — and 
discharging  their  guns  into  his  body,  prevented 
him  from  ever  again  getting  to  his  feet.  His  hide 
was  the  only  part  of  him  that  afterwards  attained 
the  erect  attitude;  and  that  was  when  it  was 
mounted  in  the  museum  of  the  Palace  Grodonoff. 


CHAPTER    LXIII. 


H16&XB  up  tha  Himalayas  dwells  the  "sno* 
bear,"     This  apeciea  has  received  from  natamlisto 

fche  Tery  fanciful  appellntion  of  the  "  Isabella  bear" 
(uraus  kabellinita) — a  title  euggeated  by  ita  colonr 
being  that  known  as  "laabelJa  colour," — the 
type  of  which  waa  the  very  dirty  gown  worn  by 
Queen  Isabella  at  the  siege  of  Grenada,  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  living  man  could  exactly  tell 
what  iB  an  Isabella  colour ;  and  the  use  of  such 
a  phrase  in  describing  the  hue  of  an  animal's 
skin  is  altogether  indeSnite  and,  to  say  the  least, 
absurd. 

The  "  Isabella  bears,"  moreover,  are  not  always 
of  the  so-called  Isabella  colour.  On  the  contrary, 
there  are  some  of  dark  brown,  some  of  a  boary 
brown,  and  others  nearly  white;  and  to  Hima- 
layan hunters  they  are  known  by  the  various 
appellations    of  brown,   red,    yellow,  white,  grey, 
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silver,  and  snow,  showing  the  numerous  varieties 
of  colour  met  with  in  the  species.  Some  of  these 
varieties  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  different  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  and  the  age  of  the  animal. 

Of  all  these  designations,  that  of  "  snow  bear  " 
appears  the  most  characteristic,  since  it  avoids  the 
risk  of  a  confusion  of  names — the  other  titles 
being  equally  bestowed  upon  certain  varieties  of 
the  urstis  americantis  and  urstis  ferox.  It  is  also 
appropriate  to  the  Himalayan  animal :  since  his 
favourite  haunt  is  along  the  line  of  perpetual  snow  ; 
or  in  the  grassy  treeless  tracts  that  intervene  be- 
tween the  snow-line  and  the  forest-covered  decli- 
vities— to  which  they  descend  only  at  particular 
times  of  the  year. 

In  identifying  this  species,  but  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  colour.  In  spring  their  fur  is 
long  and  shaggy — of  various  shades  of  yellowish 
brown,  sometimes  reddish  brown,  and  not  un- 
frequently  of  a  grey  or  silvery  hue.  In  summer 
this  long  yellowish  fur  falls  off;  and  is  replaced  by 
a  shorter  and  darker  coat,  which  gradually  grows 
longer  and  lighter  as  the  winter  approaches.  The 
females  are  a  shade  lighter-coloured  than  the 
males ;  and  the  cubs  have  a  broad  circle  of  white 


spring  Bnn  begins  to  melt  i 
graso-covered  tracts  near  the  b 
On  these  be  may  be  found  thn 
— feeding  upon  grass  and  rootc 
and  insects  as  come  in  hia  w; 
he  enters  the  forests  in  search 
and  at  this  season — like  his  , 
bear — he  even  extends  his  d 
cultivated  grouoda  and  gardens 
search  of  fruit  and  grain,  bi 
favourite  food  with  him. 

Though  naturally  &  vegetari 
will  eat  flesh-meat  upon  occasio: 
makes  havoc  among  the  flocks  o 
that  in  summer  are  taken  up 
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have  a  prominent  place.  He  spends  much  of  his 
time  in  searching  for  these — scratching  them  out  of 
their  holes,  and  turning  over  stones  to  get  at 
them.  Great  boulders  of  rock,  that  a  man  could 
not  move,  he  will  roll  over  with  his  muscular  arms ; 
and  large  tracts  of  ground  may  be  seen  with  the 
stones  thus  displaced. 

It  was  while  engaged  in  this  curious  occupation, 
that  our  hunters  came  upon  one  of  the  snow  bears ; 
which  they  succeeded  in  killing.  He  was  not  the 
first  they  had  encountered:  they  had  started 
several,  and  wounded  two ;  but  both  had  got  off 
from  them.  This  one,  however,  fell  to  their  "  bag,'* 
and  in  rather  an  unexpected  fashion. 

They  were  working  their  toilsome  way  up  a 
narrow  ravine — which,  although  the  season  was 
autumn,  was  still  filled  with  snow,  that  lay  in 
the  bottom  of  the  gorge  to  a  great  depth.  It  was 
snow  that  had  lain  all  the  year ;  and  although  not 
frozen,  the  surface  was  firm  and  stiff;  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  they  could  get  support  for  their 
feet  on  it.  Here  and  there  they  were  compelled 
to  stop  and  cut  steps  in  the  snow — as  the  surface 
sloped  upward  at  an  angle  of  full  50°,  and,  in  fact, 
they  were  rather  climbing  than  walking.     Their 


■object,  iu   iindertnkrng  this   toilsome  ascent,  i 
Bimply  because  the_v  had   seen  a  bear  going  up  tte 
tnme   way   but   a    few   luioutes    before;  aad  tk 
.■cratches  of  liia    clawa  wei-e  visible  oo  the  snc" 
just  before  their  faces. 

Making  as  little  noiao  as  possible,  they  V^ 
ODward;  aad  at  length  reached  the  head  of  iti 
gorge.  On  peeping  cautiously  over,  they  aawi 
little  tahie-like  tract  of  level  ground,  several  acrw 
in  extent.  It  was  quite  elear  of  snow ;  and  coveni 
with  green  herbage.  A  number  of  large  bonld« 
stones  lay  scattered  over  it — which  had  evidentit 
rolled  down  from  the  mountain-side  that  rose  still 
higher  above  the  table. 

Eut  the  sight  that  moat  gratified  thern  was  the 
bear  himself — no  doubt,  the  same  they  had  seen 
going  up  the  ravine.  They  now  discovered  him  upon 
the  level  ground,  not  twenty  yards  from  the  spot 
where  they  stood.  In  a  strange  attitude  they  saw 
him— grasping  between  his  fore  paws  a  huge 
boulder  stone,  almost  as  large  as  bis  own  body, 
and  evidently  in  the  act  of  rolling  it  out  of  ite 
bed! 

They  were  the  less  astonished  at  what  they  saw; 
for,  being  already  acquainted  with    thia    singular 
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habit  of  the  snow  bear,  they  knew  what  he  was 
about.  They  did  not  stay,  therefore,  to  watch  his 
herculean  labours ;  but  all  three,  levelling  their 
guns,  pulled  trigger  simultaneously.  The  bullets 
— some  of  them,  at  least  —  evidently  struck  the 
bear ;  but,  although  he  dropped  the  great  boulder 
— which  at  once  fell  back  into  its  place — he  did 
not  himself  drop.  On  the  contrary,  he  turned 
suddenly  round ;  and,  giving  utterance  to  a  savage 
growl,  rushed  direct  towards  the  hunters. 

The  latter,  not  having  time  to  reload,  had  no 
choice  but  to  run  for  it.  There  was  no  other  way  of 
escape  open  to  them,  except  by  the  gorge  up  which 
they  had  come ;  as,  to  attempt  ascending  to  the 
level  ground  would  have  brought  them  face  to  face 
with  the  bear.  They  turned,  therefore ;  and  com- 
menced retreating  down  the  ravine. 

But  now  came  the  diflficulty.  They  had  not  made 
three  strides,  before  perceiving  that  they  could  not 
keep  their  feet  upon  the  hard  sloping  surface  of  the 
snow.  They  had  no  time  to  cut  fresh  steps,  nor 
pick  out  their  old  ones :  as  by  doing  either  they 
would  go  too  slowly,  while  the  bear  could  scramble 
down  the  snow  as  rapidly  as  on  bare  ground. 
There  was  no  alternative,  therefore,  but  to  fling 
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ihemadTes  on  their  postoriiMn^  and  slide  downtb 
dope. 

Qaiek  as  came  Hbe  thought^  aU  thiee  of  An 
dropped  down  upon  their  hams ;  and  nsiiig  ftor 
guns  to  preyent  them  fix>m  going  wil^  too  ffd 
yeloeifyy  they  shot  downward  to  the  bottom  d  tb 
ravine. 

On  reaching  the  lower  end  of  the  slope,  sad  9* 
gaining  their  feet,  they  tamed  and  looked  back  if 
the  gorge.  The  bear  had  arriTed  at  the  apper  eol; 
and  was  standing  with  his  fore  feet  projediedonr 
the  edge,  and  resting  npon  the  snow.  He  appeared 
to  be  undecided,  as  to  whether  he  should  come  down 
after  them,  or  give  up  the  pursuit.  He  was  within 
easy  range  of  a  bullet ;  and  they  bethought  them 
of  reloading  and  giving  him  a  fresh  volley ;  when, 
to  their  chagrin,  they  discovered  that  the  barrels 
of  their  guns  were  filled  with  snow — which  had  got 
into  them  during  the  descent. 

"While  lamenting  this  unfortunate  accident— in 
the  full  belief  that  they  would  now  lose  the  bear— 
they  saw  the  animal  make  a  strange  movement.  It 
was  forward,  and  towards  them — as  if  he  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  charge  down  the  slope ;  but  they 
soon  perceived  that  this  could  not  be  his  intention : 
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for  as  He  came  gliding  on,  sometimes  his  head, 
and  sometimes  his  stern  was  foremost ;  and  it  was 
evident  that  instead  of  the  movement  being  a 
voluntary  act  on  his  part,  it  was  quite  the  contrary. 
The  fact  was,  that  the  bullets  which  they  had  fired 
into  him  had  drawn  the  life's  blood  out  of  his 
veins ;  and  having  stood  too  long  on  the  sloping 
edge  of  the  snow,  he  had  fallen  through  feeble- 
ness; and  was  now  tumbling  down  the  ravine, 
without  strength  enough  to  stay  his  descent. 

In  another  instant  he  lay  stretched  almost  at 
the  feet  of  the  hunters;  for  the  impetus  im- 
parted to  his  huge  carcass  in  the  descent,  had 
brought  it  with  such  a  "  whack  "  against  a  large 
rock,  as  to  deprive  him  of  whatever  either  of  blood 
or  breath  there  had  been  left  in  his  body. 

The  hunters,  however,  made  sure  of  this,  by  draw- 
ing their  long  knives,  and  making  an  additional 
vent  or  two  between  his  ribs — thus  securing  them- 
selves against  all  risk  of  his  resuscitation. 

They  had  now  finished  with  the  Himalayan 
bears  of  known  and  unknown  kinds;  but  Alexis 
learnt  enough  from  hunters,  whom  they  had 
encountered  during  their  sojourn  in  these  moun- 
tains, to  convince  him  that  great  confusion  exists 

2  H 


among  naturaliatB  as  to  the  different  species  ni 
varieties  tliat  inhabit  the  Himalayan  ranoe.  i 
the  "snow  bear"  itself,  a  variety  esista  in  t 
mountains  of  Cashmere ;  which,  as  far  as  Alej 
could  learn,  was  very  different  from  the  kind  tli. 
had  killed.  The  Caahmirian  rariety  is  of  a  d? 
reddish  brown  colour,  much  longer  in  the  mua 
than  the  "  bbow  bear,"  and  alao  a  more  dangeroi 
antagonist  to  man — being  a  brute  of  eroineot 
carnivorous  propensity  and  savage  disposition. 

"  It  is  quite  probable,"  remarks  Alexis,  in  li 
journal,  "that  iDStead  of  three  kinds  of  ben 
inhabiting  the  Himalayan  range,  twice  th 
number  of  "  species  " — or  at  all  events,  of  perm 
nent  varieties — may  be  found  within  tbe  extend 
are«  covered  by  these  atupeudoua  mountains." 
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CHAPTER    LXIV. 

THE    LAST   CHASE. 

Our  travellers  descended  once  more  to  the 
plains  of  Hindostan,  and  crossed  the  peninsula 
by  dak  to  Bombay.  From  Bombay  they  sailed 
through  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  up  the  Persian 
Gulf  to  the  port  of  Bussora,  on  the  Euphrates. 
Ascending  the  Tigris  branch  of  this  Asiatic  river, 
they  reached  the  famed  city  of  Bagdad.  They 
were  now  en  route  for  the  haunts  of  the  Syrian 
bear  among  the  snowy  summits  of  Mount  Leba- 
non. With  a  Turkish  caravan,  therefore,  they 
started  from  Bagdad;  and  after  much  toil  and 
many  hardships,  arrived  in  the  city  of  Damascus — 
the  scene  of  so  many  troubles  and  massacres 
caused  by  the  fanaticism  of  a  false  religion. 

With  these  questions  our  travellers  had  nothing 
to  do  ;  nor  did  they  stay  any  length  of  time  within 
the  walls  of  the  unhappy  city.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  in  the  place,  they  obtained  all  the  informa- 
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tion  they  required  of  the  whereabouts  of  tbe 
Syrian  bear;  and  their  steps  were  now  directed 
towards  the  snowy  summits  of  Iiibanos — ^better 
known  to  Christians  by  its  Scriptural  name  of 
Mount  Lebanon. 

In  these  mountains  the  Syrian  bear  (sftii 
tyriacwl)  is  found;  and  it  is  only  a  few  yean 
since  the  animal  was  discovered  there.  Efeiy 
naturalist  had  doubted  the  existence  of  bein 
in  any  part  of  Syria — as  they  now  deny  tint 
there  are  any  in  Africa.  Those  who  acknowledge 
it,  are  inclined  to  regard  the  Syrian  bear  as  a  mere 
variety  of  the  ursus  arctos ;  but  this  theory  is 
altogether  incorrect.  In  shape,  colour,  and  many 
of  his  habits,  the  Syrian  bear  differs  essentially 
from  his  brown  congener ;  and  his  dwelling- 
place — instead  of  being  in  forest-covered  tracts- 
is  more  generally  in  open  ground  or  among  rocks. 
In  fact,  his  range  upon  the  Syrian  mountains  is 
very  similar  to  that  of  the  "  snow  bear  "  on  the 
Himalayas — near  the  line  of  perpetual  snow. 

The  colour  of  the  urstu  syriacus  is  a  light  ash 
or  fulvous  brown,  often — with  a  hoary  or  silvery 
tinge — but  the  colour  varies  at  times  to  lighter 
and  deeper  shades.     The  hair  lies  close  against  the 
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skin — in  this  respect  differing  from  most  of  the 
species,  in  which  the  fur  stands  erect  or  perpen- 
dicular to  the  outlines  of  the  body.  This  gives 
the  Syrian  bear  the  appearance  of  being  a  thinner 
and  smaller  animal,  than  many  bears  of  upright 
fur  that  are  no  bigger  than  he. 

By  one  characteristic  mark  he  may  be  easily 
identified ;  and  that  is,  by  his  having  an  erect 
ridge  of  fur  running  from  his  neck  along  the  spine 
of  his  back,  and  looking  not  unlike  the  mane  of  a 
donkey.  But,  indeed,  the  Syrian  bear  may  be 
easily  distinguished  from  any  other  member  of 
this  family ;  and  to  regard  him  as  a  mere  variety 
of  the  ursus  arctos^  is  only  going  back  to  the  old 
system  that  considers  all  the  bears  as  one  and  the 
same  species. 

The  Syrian  bear  does  not  inhabit  the  whole 
range  of  the  mountains  that  pass  under  the 
general  name  of  Lebanon.  Only  on  the  loftier 
summits  is  he  found — particularly  on  that  known 
as  Mount  Makmel.  This  summit  is  covered  with 
snow;  and  it  is  under  the  snow-line  he  usually 
makes  his  haunt.  Sometimes,  however,  he  de- 
scends to  a  lower  elevation;  and  in  the  village 
gardens — just  as  does  the  snow  bear  in  the  Hima- 
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layu — he  m&kes  sad  havoc  aniODg  iriiits  onJ  rep 
utiles.  He  will  also  kill  sheep,  goata,  and  erea 
larger  auimale,  that  come  in  bis  way  ;  and  when 
proToked  will  att&ck  tie  hunter  without  fear.  Hit 
U  moNt  ilreaded  in  the  night :  for  it  is  during  the 
darkaess  be  generally  makes  hia  plundering  eipe- 
peditions.  Both  ahepherda  and  huatera  have  b«n 
killed  by  him— proving  that  he  atill  retains  the 
savage  character  given  to  him  iu  the  Scripturea; 
where  several  of  his  kind — she-bears  they  were— 
are  represented  as  having  torn  "  forty  and  tvo 
of  the  mockers  of  Elislia." 

He  appears  to  hare  been  equally  characteri/ed 
by  a  ferocity  of  disposition  in  the  crusading  ages— 
since  it  ia  related  that  the  great  leader  Godfrey 
Blew  one  of  these  bears,  whom  he  found  assaulting 
a  poor  wood-cutter  of  Antioch  ;  and  the  affair  vm 
considered  a  feat  of  great  prowess,  by  those  eccen- 
tric champions  of  the  Cross. 

That  the  Syrian  bear  is  still  as  ferocious  and 
savage,  as  he  ever  could  have  been,  our  hunters 
proved  by  their  own  experience :  for  although  they 
did  not  get  Into  the  power  of  one,  they  would 
certainly  have  done  so — some  one  of  them  at  leaat 
— had  they  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  kill  the 
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r    bear  before  he  could  lay  his  claws  upon  them. 

,    But  we  shall  briefly  describe  the  adventure ;  which 

was  the  last   our  hunters  were  engaged  in— at 

least,  the  last  we  find  recorded  in  the  journal  of 

Alexis. 

Bischerre,  a  little  mountain  village,  situated  near 
the  snow-line  on  Mount  Makmel,  had  become 
their  temporary  head-quarters.  Its  neighbour- 
hood was  celebrated  for  the  great  number  of  bears 
that  frequent  it.  These  animals  descending  from 
the  higher  ridges  surrounding  it,  frequently  enter 
the  gardens  of  the  villagers,  and  rob  them  of  their 
vegetables  and  chick  peas  (deer  arietinus) — the 
latter  being  a  favourite  food  of  the  Syrian  bear. 

From  Bischerre  the  hunters  extended  their  ex- 
cursions on  foot :  since  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  not  admit  of  their  using  horses  ;  and  they 
had  succeeded  in  getting  several  good  "  bear- 
chases,"  and  in  killing  a  brace  of  these  animals. 
Both,  however,  were  very  young  ones — cubs,  in 
fact — and  their  skins  would  not  do.  A  better  spe- 
cimen must  be  procured. 

This  came  into  their,  hands  in  the  following 
manner : — 

They  had  succeeded  in  tracing  a  bear  up  into  a 
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rooky  rayino-^the  entrance  into  which  was  not  over 
ten  or  twelre  feet  in  width.     The  ravine  itself  ^ww 
a  steep  descent  leading  np  to  the  mountains ;  and 
its  bottom,  or  bed,  was  covered  with  a  conglomera- 
tion of  large  rounded  boulders,  that  looked  as  if 
they  had  been  rolled  into  this  shape  by  water. 
They  resembled  the  round  stones  sometimes  seen 
in  rivers;   and  no  doubt    there  was   a  toneni 
there  at  times ;  but  just  then   the  channel  was 
dry,  and  not  a   drop   of  water  appeared  any* 
where.    There  was  no  snow  either;  as  the  place 
was  below  the  line  of  snow ;   and  they  had  only 
traced    the    bear    into    it  on  information  given 
them  by  some  shepherds,  who  had  seen  the  animal 
recently  enter  it. 

Relying  upon  this  information,  they  kept  up 
the  defile,  making  their  way  with  diflSculty  over 
the  loose  pebbles.  They  had  a  hope  that  the  bear 
was  still  somewhere  within  the  gorge  ;  and  that  they 
might  find  him  in  some  crevice  or  cave.  On  each 
side  rose  high  cliffs  that  almost  met  over  head; 
and  our  hunters,  as  they  scrambled  up  the  steep, 
examined  these  cliffs  carefully — expecting  to  per- 
ceive the  mouth  of  a  cavern.  The  place  was  likely 
enough,  for  at  every  few  yards  they  saw  crevices 
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t^  and  deep  cavities ;  but  in  none  of  them  could  they 

J  find  any  traces  of  Bruin. 

•  They  had  got  about  halfway  through  the  ravine — 
and  were  still  scrambling  up  ward— when  a  loud  sniflF 
drew  their  attention ;  and,  looking  in  the  direction 
whence  it  appeared  to  have  proceeded,  there,  sure 
enough,  was  the  identical  animal  they  were  after — 
TMaster  Bruin  himself.  They  saw  only  his  snout ; 
which  was  projected  out  from  the  face  of  the  cliff, 
about  twenty  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  ravine. 
His  whole  head  was  shortly  after  poked  forth ; 
and  seen  en  profile  from  below,  it  looked  as  if 
there  was  a  bear's  head  glued  against  the  fiat 
surface  of  the  rock,  just  as  stags'  heads  are  seen 
ornamenting  the  halls  of  grand  country  mansions. 
Our  hunters,  however,  knew  there  must  be  a  cave 
behind — in  which  was  the  body  of  the  bear,  though 
it  was  concealed  from  their  eyes. 

The  bear,  after  glancing  at  the  intruders  who 
had  disturbed  him,  drew  back  his  head  so  suddenly, 
that  not  a  shot  could  be  fired  in  time.  The 
hunters,  in  order  to  get  into  a  better  position, 
hurried  past  under  the  cave ;  and  took  stand  several 
paces  above  it — where  they  were  able  to  command 
a  better  view  of  the  entrance. 


i 


474  BBvnr. 

They  weie  now  on  a  level  with  the  hole  oat  d 
which  the  head  had  shown  itself;  and  without 
speakmg  a  word,  only  in  whispers,  they  waited 
for  the  reappetranoe  of  the  snout. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  had  the  satisiketion 
of  seeing  it,  Whether  from  cariosity  to  know  if 
they  were  gone— or  with  the  design  of  sallying  forth 
in  porsiiit  of  them — the  bear  once  more  protruded 
his  mnszle  from  the  hole.  Fearing  that  he  might 
draw  it  back  again,  and  not  give  them  anotba 
chance^  all  three  fired,  and  in  such  haste  that  two 
of  them  quite  missed  the  object.  OdIj  the  bullet 
of  Alexia  had  been  properly  aimed ;  and  this  was 
seen  striking  the  bear  right  in  the  teeth — several 
of  which  were  shot  clean  out  of  his  jaws  ! 

As  the  smoke  cleared  out  of  their  eyes,  the  great 
yellow  body  of  the  bear  was  observed  out  upon  the 
little  ledge  that  projected  in  front  of  the  cave ;  and 
uttering  loud  screams— expressive  both  of  rage 
and  pain— the  angry  animal  bounded  down  among 
the  boulders.  Instead  of  making  down  the  ravine 
— as  our  hunters  expected — he  turned  upwards, 
and  rushed  directly  towards  them. 

Again  there  was  no  alternative  but  flight;  and 
up  the  steep  gorge  they  must  go.    To  make  down- 
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j:  ward  would  be  to  run  right  upon  the  claws  of  the 
■;■  infuriated  animal ;  and  upward  was  the  only  way 
J     left  open  to  them. 

All  three  started  and  ran  as  fast  as  they  were 
able ;  and  for  awhile  were  in  hopes  of  distancing 
their  pursuer.  But  further  up,  the  slope  grew 
steeper ;  and  the  loose  stones  became  more  difficult 
to  clamber  over.  Their  breath,  too,  was  by  this 
time  quite  gone ;  and  all  three  were  panting  like 
"winded"  horses. 

It  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  a  step  farther. 
In  despair,  they  halted ;  and  turned  to  face  the 
pursuer — all  of  them  at  the  same  instant  drawing 
their  knives;  and  bracing  their  bodies  for  the 
expected  struggle.  The  bear,  still  growling  and 
screaming,  came  on — making  way  over  the  stones 
much  faster  than  they  had  done.  He  would  have 
been  certain  of  overtaking  them,  had  they  con- 
tinued their  race :  for  he  was  scarce  six  paces  behind 
them  when  they  stopped. 

No  doubt  it  would  have  been  a  dangerous  con- 
flict, had  it  come  off;  and,  indeed,  breathless  as  they 
were,  they  could  never  have  sustained  the  attack. 
Of  course,  they  had  no  time  to  reload  their  guns, 
and  did  not  think  of  such  a  thing.     Their  deter- 


te  ilefind  UimnflelYeB  with  their 

ttifij  might  httfe  saoeeeded  in 

lai  Ooft  been  an  wirmrian.    Bat  there 


pmM  get  iqp  to  tiiem,  a  hMex 
Am  hma  of  Poochakm; 
m  Moiait  in  canyiDg  into 
Whwfing  niddenlj,  und  flinging  his 
«f  Un  kmK  1m  bid  hold  of  a  huge 
to  vrigh  at  least  half  a 
liua  to  the  hdight  of  his 
ahooUer,  he  hurled  it  down  npon  the  bear ! 

The  huge  stone  struck  the  animal  right  upon 
the  breast ;  and  what  with  the  force  bj  which  it 
had  been  laondied  firom  Pouchskin's  powerful  arm, 
and  the  impetus  it  had  gained  in  its  descent,  it 
acted  on  Bruin  like  a  thunderbolt — ^not  only  knock- 
ing him  orer  on  his  back,  but  carrying  his  body 
along  with  it  full  ten  paces  down  the  gorge ! 

When  the  hunters  at  length  reloaded  their 
gonsy  and  went  down  to  where  Bruin  lay  among 
the  rocks,  they  found  him  lying  doubled  up  as 
dead  as  mutton ! 

HaTing  stripped  him  of  his  fulvous  skin,  they 
i^tumed  to  Biscberre ;  and  next  day  packing  up 
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their  impedimenta,  thej  crossed  through  the  passes 
of  Mount  Libanus,  and  proceeded  onward  to  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Home  was  now  the  word ;  and  right  pleasant 
was  the  sound  of  it  in  their  ears.  The  grand  bear- 
hunt  was  ended.  They  had  accomplished  the  task 
imposed  upon  them — having  kept  every  condition 
of  their  covenant. 

Of  course  they  expected  a  grand  welcome  upon 
•their  return ;  and  in  this  expectation  they  were 
not  disappointed  ;  for  many  days  and  nights  after 
the  baronial  halls  of  the  Palace  Grrodonoff  echoed 
the  sounds  of  mirth  and  revelry. 

In  the  museum  our  young  hunters  met  their 
old  acquaintances,  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
They  encountered  them  standing  in  different  atti- 
tudes —  all  mounted  in  the  most  approved  fashion. 
The  Syrian  bear  was  the  only  one  not  among  them : 
as  they  had  themselves  brought  his  skin  —  all 
the  others  having  been  sent  home  by  "Parcels 
Delivery."  In  a  few  days,  however,  the  ursus 
syriactcs  was  set  upon  his  legs;  and  the  collec- 
tion was  complete. 

The  news  of  the  "  Grand  Bear  Hunt,"  with  its 
curious  conditions,  soon  got  abroad  \  and  travelled 


* 


478 


BBtriv. 


all  round  the  social  circle  of  Bt.  Peterabtuj^s 
Figuratirely  apeaking,  our  young  huntera  wr* 
tranaformed  into  animala  themaelvea — tbey  became 
*'  liona,*' — and  lesuuned  ao  for  that  aeaaon ;  bat 
e?en  at  thia  hour  in  the  Mohiu  of  the  great 
Buaaian  capital,  you  may  often  hear  introduced, 
aa  a  iaTonrite  topic  of  conreraation — 

^  Tai  Babov  Airs  his  Bkabb.*' 


THE    END. 
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